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Do ol THINKE ME. MADERA WHY WoOLEN'T He?
WILL LET ME OPERATE THE bl s il
L\.-_ SPOTLIGHT AGAINT

AFTEERE LAST
YEARS FIASC.OF!

AND BROKEE THE
SPOTLISHT'S BULE.
THOSE ARE EXFENSIVE!

MAT T ITHS MOT LIEE You GAVE
THE STAGSEHAKD A LONAUSSION —
You JUST 8UMPEDR INTo His!




LAST TIME T
CHECKEDR, TES...

CAN T TALK
Te You asoyuT
SoMETHING?

T WANT To TALE
To HERE ALOME.
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S0, WHAT’S ol Your |/ LET’S Go To
MIND, GREGT AN THE PARK.




L BOMMIE BROEE UP WITH ME.

SHE PIDT J

M KOT EXACLTLY SURE.
T GUESS T WASK'T SPENPING
EMoLEH TIME KTH HERY
T TRIED Te Go To MosT oF
HER LAME PANCE RECITALS...




AP TS MoT LIkE
SHE EVER CAME To
ANY OF BT
BASERALL
GAMES..

T DorT kMol
T THeUEHT SHE

WAL HAPPY!
T MEVEE..




BUT YOU'RE.., T MEANK,:
TYoUrRE ook, CALLIE,
BUT...

OH, T Por'T
RO,

JUST SoMETHIMNG
TWE SEEMN WAMTIMG
To Do For A WKWHILE.

BLL YoU'VE EVER SAID AgoUT
BEOMMIE IS THAT SHE'S AMMOTIMG
AND STUCKE-0F AND obLY CARES
AROUT HERSELF.

)




sUT, BUT... SHE'S MoT THE
SHE LIKED me! oMLY oME.

o



THE NEXT BAT

WAIT, WHAT
HAPPENEDT

ToDATS MEET MG,
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K WE START SORRY,
PLEASE? .




THE MUDSIC PIRECTOR AND T WELL BE PUTTING oN THE oLD CLASSIC.,
HAVE FINALLY AHOSEN THIS Moon] oVER MISSISSIFEH HERE IN THE

TEAR'S SPRING MUSICAL EULALYPTUS MIDDLE SCHOOL Aum'ramw
PROPOCTION. =

LoOREN'S GRADDATIMNG IN JUNE, THE FIRST THING wE SHoULD
SoTHIS Wikl & HIS LAST PISCUSS 1S WHe WILL BE 1N
STINT AS EMS?S STUPENT CLHARSE oF WHAT PEFPARTMERT.

STAGE MANASER,

SET! SET
DESIGN! ME!

TWE NEVER SEEN A LIVE PERODPULTION oF MooN oVER MISSISSIEFR
BUT TWE &oT THE DPELUXE ERITIoN SoUNDPTERACK, WHICH HAS A ToN
OF PHOTOS FROM THE ORIGINAL BROADPWAT FRODULTION: ANMDP THEY
\ BUILT THIS AMAZING -~

—

OKAY, CALLIE, WE
GET IT.

—
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UL AN T BE IMN CHARGE CEFIMITELY, LIZ. AME
oF LoSTUMES, LoRENT A ealLlE, oF COURSE

[ You &AM HEAR UP SET
% DESZM. __-_‘/

SAMIAY, THINKE You Ak HELP DELFINAT
ME WITH CARPENTREY DUTIEST

Gool. MATTT WAKT Te woRk. THE ABESoLUTELY. MIRED,

LIGHTS AsAINT Po Yol waAKNT To &E THE
Yool LET
WMETT




\ THERE'S A&C)T FOURTEEN WEEKS TILL oFPENIMNG MIGHT.
", Cok*T FoREET THAT &Y WEEK ELEVEN, WELL PEETTY
MULH BE HERE EVERY DAY.

'MW STOKED --
How AgoUT
TYou GUTST




HE SAI0 To TELL You

HES BUSY TobaAY. __-‘/

YEAH. BASERALL PRALCTICE
OR SOMETHING. T ConT
REALLY Mo,

15
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UM KaT MUOCH. GUOTS,
I8 A MINUTE.

Ll BE BACK




TT'S ool To SEE ToU AGAIN]
HOW ARE ToU DOINGT

WHAT?S
WREONGET

WELL., LAST NMIGHT: WHEM T &oT
R SN SHE A ATA, HER PHONE DIED ARGUND
’ ’ MIPHIGHT. T'M SUPFPOSED

e i To SEE HER LATER,
\_____\ AFTER SCHooL.

TT was L
HarDP To
UMDERSTANMD
WHAT SHE wAS
SATING, BUT T
LegLDwT JUsST
HAKES UP.

SHE AND T TALKED UMTIL-

N




SOREY, CALLIE... MATEBE
Tou ANDP T CAMN CATEH
UP ANOTHER TIME.

THANKS ForR UNPERSTANDING,
CAL — Yoeu'ERe THE aesT!




fmin ®

CALEMTIMNE: He kinda shooed
me away from his friends, toa,
Like he was embarrassed by me
ar somathing.

LIZFASHIOM: Dislike! i

[T=I=] [ |

LIZFASHIOMN: Seriausly, Cal, you
just need a good distraction,

b

e

B T

5

LIZFASHIOM: Once the show
starts gearing up you won't have
time to worry about eighth grade
losers like Greg and Bonnie.

21
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CALENTINE: What's sa great
about Bannie Lake, anyway?

CALENTIME: I know... but what kills
ma is, no matter haw many times 1 tald
myself to just ignore my crush an him,..




(moo

| CALENTINE: That didnt stop || ]

| me from wanting to kiss him.

i)
|

N %
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e

N
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WHO oI You
WANT To kISS?!

Yo FUZZBRAIN... T ToLP Yoy
To STAY oUT oF MY —Room!l

DAY, TPM SOREY! BEH!

CALLIE! HA HA! YO RE SQUISHING ME!

WHAT Do T HAVE Te Bo
To ZET SOME PRIVACY
AROUND HERET




THE FoLLowING WEEK
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THE SORIPT IS
SO0 RoMAKNTIC!

T Love Il

75
MDA
CHEEST,
THouGH.

THAT!S THE WKIHOLE FPoINT!
AURIEMNLES LOVE A SENTIMENTAL
LoVE STOEY.

BUT WHAT ARSNT SHAEESPEARET
HIS MoST SUCCESSFUL PLAYS
WERE TRAGEDPIES.




RIGHT —— w3ITH
LovVE SToRIES
AT THE LOoRE.

UNREGUITED
LoVE STORIES,
MATRE...

AEE TOUu GUYS GETTING
ANT Sool IPEAST

THINE BIG, EVERYOME —- WOELL ALL MEET TH ME. MADERA
okl WEDKMESDPAY To PRESENT oUR THOUGHTS AMD TALK
ABCOT THE BURSET.

AND How WE
LAM STRETEH
THAT BUDGET?
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THIS

IS WHAT

T paas
THINEING.

=

SCEME U, WHEM WE
HAVE THE BATTLE
SEQUENCE...

(T

fo

TS CANMNON PROPS, WHILH WE
LA ACTUALLY FIRE oMNSTAGE.

THEM IM SCENE F WEWE 6OT To
BUILE A SIANT MAGNCLIA TREE.

SoMESME LoLD SET

LR INIT AND SHOowER

LEAVES oM BAILEY AND
MATBELLE PURING

\ ! THEIR Bl 155!

{ )
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BETOMD THAT, WE MEED A GAZEBD
AND AR INTERIOR AND EXTERICR
For THE HoUSE.

OkAY; FIRST

W

T'M IWoRRIER ARCUT THE CAMMON, EDCALYFPTUS MAYT
BEE A PROGRESSIVE MIDDLE SCHooL, BUT HAVING REAL
PYROTECHMICS ONSTAGE WILL NEVER FLY.

SECOND, WENWE
oMLY &oT ook
it THE BUREET
THIS YEAR For
T SET PIECES,

THE CAMMON HAS GOT To &E

oME oF THEM, ME. MADERA.
\« SAMJIAY) HOoW MOCH
LEFTOVER SCRAP

MATERIAL DO WE
HAVE FROM LAST

T'LL PEFIMNITELY MEED
aroTHER PERSOM Te HELP
WITH CoMNSTROLTION.




T AN HELP! ANMD W SURE T AN
FIMP ANOTHER PAIR oF HANMDPS!

You SURET
YOoU'VE oMLY EVER

LET ME TRY. PLEASETT

T SAY WE LET
HER. WHY MoT?

IF THE STAGE MAMAGER
ASREEES, THEM So PO T.

THAMKS, LOREN!
THANKES, MR. MADERA!

Mo, MATT; WwHY 0o T
You Talk aAsouT TooR
LIGHTING IDEAST
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THIS LooksS GREAT! ANTEBOPT COoULR RUN
LIGHTS -- You SHoulD SiTeH To DESIGH
CREW, MATT. YoU'D BE So Goob.

ST YouRSELF.
ThA SORMA SO PUT

SoME oF THESE UR
l\""l-__ _.-"’/

EH -- M
i MOoREE OF A
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So How Po T BECOME A
STAR M THIS MUSICAL,
HMMT RO You ENowT

ITF You wANT Te aleiTion,
You AN &0 SEE THE MUSIE-
DIEELTOR,: ME. GL-EMK.
HELL GIVE You A ol WITH
THE ALRITION SOMNEGS ok 1T,

' HEADED THAT WAY Mo,
WANT ME T sl ‘r‘m}?_//

YOU ARE oFFICIALLY MY MEW FAVORITE PERSONM.
MY KAME 15 JUSTIN, ANE THIS 1S MY 8ROTHER, JESSE!

Ll

{3\

~ MARIN.
b
=

ciyS
¥ HAPPY-SOUNDING

UM, '
apLLIE

3

callie!
WHAT A

-

MNAME. VERET
SUNMSHINY.
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T PUMNMNe ABOUT ARE Tou 2oTH CHT How T'W... MeT
THAT. 5oy UH... E

GoING To TRY COME?T VERY GooD.
S\ OUT FoR THE AT SINGING.

OR ACLTING.

YoU'RE S0 MoDEST. LoTS oF =IDs 1M THEATER

JESSE 1S VERY TALENTED, ARE SHY AT FIEST!
HES JUST SHY.

YEAH, BOT —— T HAPPT
To LET JUSTIM &E 1M THE
SPeTLIGHT.

L' SURFRISER TWE
HMEVER SEEN Yo AROD _NE:—/

THAT'S C.ool- oF Yo, T GUESS.
You cuTs ARE TWINS, RIGHT?

LSy

..4

: "u.
iy UH"HUH. -u"‘q";‘fl.’_ |-\:- F‘]’\n

=,

WE SPEMP A LOT
oF TIME STUDYING.
CUR PADTS IMNPA ALL
ABOUT Gool GRADPES.
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BUT HE'LL LET You
Do THEATERT

ot

HE STILL WAKNTS ME To &BE THE
OBEDRIENT SoM: ANDP NEXT YTEAR,
WHEM WE'RE M HIGH SCHool,
I'M SURE TLL HAVE To DISAPPEAR
INTS THE 8ookes AGAIN, FOREVEER. _/

WELL,
JUSTIN,
ANTIATT
Looks LIkE oUR ALDITIONS 8o, eALLIE, WILL T SEE You
.%ggﬁ:ﬁg"ﬂpﬁ( ARE IN TWO THERE? WILL ToU BE TETING
WEEKS! T AM oUT FOoR LEAPING LADTT
=< EXCITED! | [ o
b F o b WELL, TOLL
il TS BE THERE --
- e l-'I I'I"" 2UT NeT For
A i TRYOUTS.
=
£ |
W o OoH! THEM WE’LL GET
g';ﬁf To HANG oUT For
% SURE! HooRAAAT




HET: CALLIE! DIE YOUR Mot

SIGN YoUR PERMISSION SLIF
ForR ALL THE AFTER-HOURS f
WoRk. YETT :

You 2EEN Talkin?
To GRES ASAINT

YoUWE &GoT THAT SAME
CPUMEBE EXPRESSION ON
YoUurR FALE,

ABAANTIOAT —— WHAT'RE
Tou polke ToNIGHT?

TOMIGHTY
FROBABLT
JUST
HoME-

WAKNMA GET TOGETHER ANE WATCH
A CoUPLE CVIL WAR MOVIEST
GAME s TH THE WINDG SHENANPSAH...
T wANT To SEETCH CoSTOME IPEAS.

DoH, ool IDEA!
WHAT TIME SHoULDR
T LOoME OVERT

Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline



ACTOALLY... AN WE Po 1T
AT ToUR HoUsSE? You aUYS
HAVE THE BETTER TV.

e

FIRE. JUST GET READPY FoR
MY BROTHER AMD HIS TWELVE
BILLIoN QUESTIONS.

mS GOl 1S MY WITMESS, T°LL

NEVER BE HUNGREY AcAIN

MAEING BCNMNETS FoR THE
LADIES SHOULDWN'T & Too
CIFFIC-OLT.

WHAT Bo You T LIkE T WE
THINE? SHOULD THINK
ABROUT ColLoR
SCHEMES, Too.
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LIEE, IF AlLL THE SETS ENP UF BEING CeAY: BUT ToU'RE
YELLOW AME oRAMGE, THE CoSTUMES MAKING & GARPEN
SHoULD BB &LUES, SREEMS, AND SET Too, RIGHTT
PUEPLES So THAT THEY STAMD oUT.

HMM, TEAH.

WHATS P WITH THAT LADRY?S DRESST T LiIkE HIS MUSTACLHE!
WHATAHA GUYS DPRAWINT AN T WATCH THIS MeVIE,; Too?




THE HNEXT RAY

RED LIGHTING ACTUALLY
SO 1M SOENE 2, WHEN MATBELLE READS MORE AS “DANGERY

HAS HER DREAM SEQUENCE, THAM “FANTASY.
LIZ AMD T WERE THINEING
OF MaKING THE

WHoOLE STAGE REDR,

OFl. WHAT
WoUL> BE
eETTER?

MATBE A COMBINATION WILL YoUu 6UYS COME DOWN
OF PINK AND YELLOW? INTo THE oLD C.osSTUME

kY 1- ?

! 55 Taia VADLT WITH MES

B BUSY?

pramm——

SUST WoRKING oM
THE LIGHTING DESIGH.




LAEAUSE TN SCARED To
&0 PowN THERE ALONE.

37

SIMCE YOU'RE oM STAGE CRER, ISHN'T IT INE
oF A PROBLEM To BE AFRAID oF THE DARKET
WE'RE ALWAYS woRKINGE N PARK PLALES,

JUST SET THE
OVERHEADR
LIGHTS...

Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline




COO0000L..

YoUVE MEVER BEEMN NopE! sPoT oF TEA, suT of
DowN HERE, MATT? 75 MADAMT Lourse!
peeER!

LFIFTEEM PAIRS oF SLACKES,
VARIoOUS Colors... TWELVE
FAIRS oF CHARACTER SHOES...

38



SEAY SLACKS.., f Look MICE. MoT EXALTLY
BLUE SLAMES... . AT THIS EIGHT For noaoM
BLACK SLALKS... =i 9 DVER MISSISSIFF

4 : =1 | THoueH.

THIS IS THE oMLY TIME T JEALOUS

OoF THE EIDS OM THE STASE.
TLT'DBE So MOLH

FUN To WEAR SOMETHIMG
WILD LIk=E THIS.

CoN'T BE JEALOUS! WHAT C'MON, LET?S GET BACK UPSTAIRS.
WE Do 1S ARESOME, Too. p HELP ME LARRY THESE THINGST

T PIEK T MEARN
ITISKT!

39



MAT T, AR
You cET THE
LiGHTS?

MEXT TIME, TURNM YoUuR FLASHLIGHT
eAlk oM BEFORE You —

UTAEE BACE ToUR MINE,
TAKE BALK YOUR PEARLS.D

40




ITS.. IT'S FrRoM
GUTS ANP Pal LS.

CorT WOoRRY, CAL.
WE'RE THE C.ool KIPS...

4]



HAVE YoU SEEN
- e YoUR BROTHER
ANTWHEREY

OHy WE JUST SAW

HIM HEADIMNG To —-

EXCUSE ME, T W0AS TALEING
To MATT. wWHo ARE YOU,
EXALTLYT




COHHH. S0 GREG'S MEVER
MENTIOMNED MET

0T, HES NoT EXALTLY
SPEAEING To ME AT
THE MOMEMT.

REALLY! WANT ME Te
PASS ANY MESSAGES
ALONGT

SORREY T oUT IN
LIeE THAT: MaTT.




s
ook To
SEE You

Tl




You HEARING HOMET W, M GoING Popkl To THE oME AT

THE MaALLT

HET; oUR PADS PICING
Vs UP FROM THE MALL
AT B0 == WE CAN &o
TesETHER!

TF THAT’S

Tr FALT,
T HAVE AN
IDEA...

45




BUT IT’S FASTER JUST TO WAL K DOWON ‘,‘. '~ CALLIE? & ']

OEEAN AYVENUE. WHY Do You waNT To
CUT THEoUGH THE BALL FIELDY

__-‘"/

OH! WELL HI;, GREG. HET) GUYS. How Do JUSTINGS
' ToU THREE ENOW TRYING oUT FOR

EACLH OTHERT !
75, THE ScHool
Toasel,
?‘*‘:‘*‘*’\:’:@*‘ . T
RS SO | ey
5 o e S e | S e
S K

»
t.‘,",:!

SO WHAT DPoES THAT HAVE
To Do wWITH Yo HAMGIR?
oUT ovVeR HERET

WE'RE oiME To
THE MALL ToGETHER.

7X
vl

BUT ISKT THE MALL 1M
THE oTHER DIRELTIONT

A&



TTIS -- BUT FIRST: cALLIE PROMISEDR To SHOW US
WHERE Te ET THE 2EST aUaaLE TEA IM Topdin!
RIGHT, CALLIET AND THIS IS A SHOERTADT!

G~ f s @ l
&, .

2 _ %ﬁ -

i

ITF YoUurReE TETIMNG To MakE
SoMEOKME JEALOUS, You CAK NEVER
LET THEM SET THE UPPER HAMD.

P

WHY rPe Toeu
WANT To
MAKE GREG

JEALOUS? g

' »ur::f-

SIGH... IT?S A LONG
SToRY. NoW, WwHAT THE
HELE IS BUBsSLE TEAT

coH, JUSTIN: WwE
EEALLY SHOULD TAkE
HER To GET SoMmE!

A7



S5EE, IT'S GoT &GIANT TAPIOCA
PEARLS THAT Look LIKE BYBELES!

AND YoU... WEAH,

S0 WHAT po You MEED To &UY
FROM THE 800k 3ToRET

BlZARRE!

' Iil.lii_;.llf :I o o E

rirn-=—=
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OH, T NOT ACTUALLY BUYING

e

EoTTA FINEG SOMESKNE
WHO WwoRkES HERE.. =

AMNTTHING. T JUST LIEE CoMING HERE.

THERE! HELL O,
EXCUSE ME!

CAM You TELL ME
WHERE You SHELVE YoUuR. .
TRAKNSLATER JAFAMESE

GRAPHIC MOVELST

You MEAN; THE MAMGAT

i s
YeStv) \

lll‘hl l‘ gn mEuii

ui E e

A7

'IJ'E |J.'||
1l '[l




WHAT ARCUT You, CALLIET WHAT iND
oF BoorsS Do YOU LiIkE Te READRTY -

COME SIT DowN 1IN THE
LAFE WITH ME: ANE

N TLL SHow To%)_/
< 3
N
b




Wow, THAT 1S oME HUGE Book! TTS MY FAVORITE 200k

I THE woerLD, 1
. . % e -

s,

o —

PUBLISHED IK 1932 AND REPRINTED THIRTY-FoUR TIMES, 1T
INCLUPES PHOTOSRAPHS oF BROAPKAT SET AME STAGE PESIGH
FrRoM THE NINETEEN-TEENS AND TWENTIES...




. =

T WANT To
DES|&N SETS
Like THIS

52




T wAKNT THE AUPIENLE T BELIEVE THAT THE ACTEORS
REALLY LIVE INSIPE oF THE WwoRLP oMSTAGE. -

I'p Live
I A WoRLE
LikeE THIS.

TT'S olE THING
To DREAM IT...
AMD AMCTHER

THIMG To A~cTOALLY
&UILD IT.

53 T a
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You SHOULP 207 THIS THING,
IF You Leve 1T Sa MUSH.

BUT T VISIT IT HERE

ALL THE TIMEJ

TS Tee
EXPENSIVE.

CHy WHAT TIME IS ITT
T eETTER &0 FIND JUSTIM.

ST
LT ~ Rinr -l,ﬁ"._iﬂl_il _u'su‘m

= lmmu LD TG
LU ';.-..1 h\\\‘k\. Hl Blianf gm E“
M :ﬂ. ik A\
\ “ “%% 3\\\ . [T Ea uﬂ
| “w&l‘" ‘__,.-. i I —

'--—I-"

'? {Mn

i

A
) -ﬂh |

i
A\
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WELL, T*M INSFIREDR,
THIS PLAT?S GONMNA
Look AWESOME.

IT'S GonA SOUND AWESOME, TOO == JUSTIN,
SINGE CALLIE THE PART YOU'RE GolMG Forl




LARY FAIR, PoN'T B8
SLARED, COME AND
SIT MEXT Te ME...

WETLL
BE aueET.
YoullL-
SEE.

T wor’T —RUN, PLEASE Dol*T HIPE. YoU'LL BE SAFE &Y MY SIDE,
I THE SHADPE...

CoF THIS oL
MAaGNOLIA TREE.




TP Mo PLANS FoR A MAN FRoM A
NORTHERLY LAKND, TILL T FIRST

Sa TOUR FACE.

frq
|
.Ii||||

"”l",
LI,

Iy
!H

¥ |.
0l

BOT T ENERK,
TES T =MEW,
THEeUGH MY
DADEY HATED You,
WE'D MEET
AEAIM. L




— THAT'S THE PART '
, WHERE THEYWISS. A




JESSE'S BEEMN HELFING
ME REHEARSE.

AMD TOURE BoTH
EEALLY, REALLY...

s

BT SINGING
MATEELLE'S

LIE, YoU CoULD BB
oN BROADWAY!

WE'WE 50T THE Mood oveER

JUSTING Yo EE &oNMA HAIL MISSISSIER! SOUNDTRACK.
THIS THING! JESSE -~ T SAN'T AT HoME.

SELIEVE You Dot T wANT
Te TRY ouT! You'VE coT A

TERRIFIL VoICE! You BoTH Dol WE CAN 2oTH
SiME ALL

THE PARTS.




WAIT TILL EVERYOME HEARS You!
THEY'RE orMuas FLIP!

TWE TRIER To CoMVIMOE HIM,
Too &UT.. HE Wok'T BUPEE.

_—

ROy Moy Mo Mo Mo,

WELL HEY; LISTEM. STAGE CREW IS
LooEiNG FOR A FEW RECENTS.
Co You LIkE eUILDING STUFF?

Y AR
WANTS ME
To BE AN
ENEFINEER
SOMEDAY,

BUT T =NEW; YES T ENEW,
LA DA DPEE, PEE PA DPAAA. ..

—_—

ety
e —
L

=

e wa—a b | |

MATEE WELL
CURE HIM oF HIS
STAGSE FRIGHT YET!



ACT 11l

| 'r.::b'.'-'
HERE. T HAVE &
PRESENT FoR Touy.,

&1

LSNT T




THANKE You, ALl T CAK

TOTALLY USE THIS KHILE
W eRKIMGEG oM THE

LoSTUMES.

NICE. BID You GET THAT
AT YOSHIPS J-MARTT

MNET 1IN YEARS. THEIR
STUFF'S waY Too
CUTESY FoR ME.

WELL, T HADP A LOVELY
TIME THERE, THAMK. Tou
YVERY MUCH.

WHAT 1S MATT?S
PROBLEM?!

WHo CAREST T STILL Li=E

MY PRESENT!

AT
EVERTEMNE:




LOMAEHTIME

OH! LET’S
SEE...

GUESS
wHoll

You SoUND LikE TWO
FPECPLE T ENOW, &UT

SUPER EMERSETIC SO..

WLl Yo EAT LUKNEH
WHTH MET JESSE'S
TUOToRIMNG TODAT.

WHERE Do Yo
DSUALLY SITT




. SIT I THE CAFETERIA WIITH MY
STAGE CEEW FEIEMPS. BUT CEETAIM
FEOFLE ARE BEING ANMNOYING
TorATY; 50..

CUTSIDET

AP So EVEN THoUGH HE ACTED LIEE HE
LIEER ME; WHEN ANTRBORY ELSE WAS ARODMNE,
IT WAS LIEE T DIPN'T EVEN EXIST.

| II W -T...
LT i e

ITWVE MoK GRES SINCE WAIT,
SECOND RADE. HE'S ALKATS
aEEN THICKHEADEDR,
EVEM IF HE 1S CUTE.

&d



WHEM Tou SAT HE'S CUTE: cH.
Do You MEAN LIKE...

} LIKE, T LikE
BOYS? YEAH.

U, 1S THAT Cool?
FSIT okaAY THAT F Toll YouT

T GUESS T WAS NEVER REALLY
SURE IF ANTONE T EMNER WAS
ACTUALLY.,. UM..

GATT You
LA SAT T
T DorT MIKE,
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CEAY, SO DOES ANYRODY
ELSE ENowT CoES YoUuR
BROTHER ENOoWwT

JESSE'S THE
FIEST PERSOH
T EVER TolLD,
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YOU DIDN?T SHOW UP AT LUNECH,
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WE HAVEN'T SAT UP HERE
SINGE SIXTH cRADE!

UM, THIS 1S MY FRIEND
JUSTING. JUSTIN, THIS
15 L1Z AND MATT.
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AKMDE Yo MUST &E LIZ THE
COSTUME WHIZ! CALLIE
ToLe ME ALL ABcUT You.

YUOP. LISTEM — TLL 2ATEH You
SUTS ToMoREow AT THE
AUDITION!

WeLL, HE
SEEMS MICE.

cCAaLLIE,s
T woUulW'T GET
Too ATTACHED To
THE PERFORMERS.

TTLL oNLY RPISTRALT
You FRoOM WHAT?S MoST
IMPORTANMT. OUR Joi 1S To
STAY FolUSED oM WHAT?S
BEHIND THE STAGE.

&8

YoUr'e RATHER WE JUST
IGMNorRE EACLH OTHER
LoMPLETELY R

P
.‘f
“

AT e T ST,
> e
#’:"*ﬂ‘# ol

PROFESSION-
ALISM, YES!
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WHATEVER. L1
SEE Yoeu &osTH AT
CUR MEETIMNG THIS
AFTERKMDOM.

ARE YoU AT LEAST colNG To
TELL ME WHAT You WERE PolMGE
LOPELIMG wITH A 80T You'vVe
HMEVER MENTIONED BEFORET




Look, HE JUST NEEDPEP SoMESME
To TALE To, WE'RE HOT SolMe oUT,
IF THATS WHAT ToU'RE THINKING.

¥You &UYsS wollD SET ALOMNG,
T ENow IT. HE'S REALLY
TALEMTED.

So s
HI1S T
BROTHER!

&ET A TWIH
BERSTHERT!
cALLIE,
Yo re Too
pALC-H!

OH, HEY; PIR T TELL You THAT
MY AONT BoUGHT A NEW SEWING
MACLHIMNE,; AND SHE'S GIVING ME
HER oLD oMET

ol THAT?S
AWESOME!

Yo'VE 2EEM wANTING Your
Ok MALHIME FOR AGES.

P—

YU AND Mo
T wob'T HAVE
To BORROK THE 1
SeHOooLS. . |




BREAK A LEG, JUSTIH.
YOUPRE GOMNMNA BE GREAT.




WELL &E IN THE AUPIENCE,
LCHEERING You ol

THIME HE'S
MERNOUST

NAH. HE EATS
THIS STUFF UP.

FIRST UF.. JESSIOA YUBA,
TRYING oUT FoR THE RoLE
OoF MAYTEELLE. JESSICAT




AJESSICAT

SPEINGTIME
I THE SoUTH 1S
1 Liks A S im

o ’| ll II|- Ilil: ‘ _-.-"I

LOUPER: PLEASE,
JESSICA,

20T THE MURSIC AND. AL LOVE... '
IS SWEET... ﬁ

SToORTS..SHAPIN ..

UF. Te START.

iy
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SoME oF THESE GIRLS - HA HA; YEAH, BUT SoME |
ARE REALLY GooD! il oF THEM KINDA STIME.

NEXT DFP...
BONNIE LAKE?

BONNIE'S TRYING oUT \= I i | I
FoR THE MUSICALZ!

WAIT, WHATS YOUR &EEF
PITH BOMMIET

T TUToR HER IN SCIENCE...
SHE'S HOPELESS.

UH... WELL, &RES& ToLb
ME ALL THIS STUFF ABOUT
HER ONE TIME, ANE... Uk...

THAT &1L LAKMT &0 FIVE
MINUTES WITHoUT CHECKING
HER TEXT MESSAGSES.

Fd



BUT: T THeUGHT Yo HATEDR
GREG OR SOMETHINGT

LETS TAaL k. ASSUT
SOMETHING ELSE.

spriNG-

TIME
N THE

IS LIKE A SONG
IN MY HEART... f]

oH, JEEBZ. SHE'S /
TERRIFIC.

THEEE
15 Mo
JUETICE.

TF JUSTIM GETS
THE LEA, HE'LL
HAVE To EISS HER! *

75




REXT; AUPITIONING FOR THE
ROLE oF BAILEY JOHMSTOM...

How, THEN, CouLD
A MAIDEN S0 FAIR,
BE ASHAMED OF A
MAN LIKE ME... ﬂ

7




LTHAT SHE woUlD INSIST SutH A
SECRETIVE KISS olLY HAPPEM...
BENMEATH THE MAGKNOLIA TREE..

7T



THE NEXT CAMDIDATE FoR THE

© S0l

B ST ST FoLE oF BAILEY JodHMSTor
Wikl BE ROPMEY col-0SI...

THAME Yo
PERLY.

[oa—

[ SURE You DokT WANT
To AUDITION; JESSET

AL THIS apTioNING STUOFF 1S
JUST Too MOSH FoR ME. T Pon'T
LIEE BEING JUPSEDR.

THAT SHE WopLE
IMSIST SUSH A
SELRETIVE k155,

To STALE MTSELF UP
AEAINST ALl THESE GUTYS... ’

I THiIME You
STACK UP
JUST FIMNE.

HNEXT UF 15
WEST REPRIMNG.




How, THEM, CoULD A MAIDEN S0 FAIR, BE ASHAMED oF A MAN LIKE ME...
=

WO,
HE'S REALLY
Eoobk.

OH MAKN., Con'T TELL
MT BROTHER T SAID
THAT, okeaYT

BUT SERIOUSLY.
0 HATE Te &2E THE
LASTING PIRECTOR

ForR THIS THING.
o - _-““

Te




ANTEODY ELSE HERE
To ADRITIONT ANTONET

HMoW'S YeUR AHANLE, JESSE!
AR, Do (T




THAME YouU, cALLIE!
THAT WLl 8B AUITE EMNOUSH.

g1



T GUESS WE AT ALL

NOW You SEE WHY T BE GOoD AT EVERY THING.

STAY BACKESTAGET

T THINE WE SHoUulLD TaeE Yo FoR A BUBRLE TEA
To CELEBRATE YOUR STAR TUORM.

OH, Mok
IT oFF.

BelaalLE TEA
DOES Sounp

82
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I pIeW'T 2T THE BUT You &oT A PARET:
PART oF BAILEY, DIENT You?

WEST REDDING




You DID=! BUT T WANTER Te PLAT
THAT?S A 1 THE LEADING MAM!_}/

I HoT coLorEL
SORIMSHAW.
FANTASTIC /

RolLE!

You LOVE
THAT PART!

S0,
You'll PLAY
THE Copid
RELIEF!

ITTS Your FIRST STAGE RoOLE, JUSTIN.
YouU CAN WoRE UP To BEIMNG THE LEADING MAN.

ARYTAY; WEST 1S
EEALLY cool, So...

B4




N IS J( EEEEEEEEEEN

I°M So HAPPY T
c.oULD BARF!

BUT C.olLp You
EVEN BELIEVE
SoME oF THOSE
OoTHER GIRLS wHo
TRIED OUT?




MoNE oF THEM EVEN
HAD A CHAMCE.

FOR TOUR INFORMATION,
T WASK'T ACTUALLY TRYING
oUT ForR THAT PART.

T WAS JUST HAVING FUN. THIS IS
SUPFOSED To &E FUMN, EEMEMEERT

CoN'T BE BURE, BOMNIE.
WERE ALL GolkG To HAVE To
WoRk TosETHER, AFTER AL L.




WHAT: S0 ARE YOU 1M
THE PLAYT You Dok T
SEEM LIkE THE TYFE.

T oA BE oM STAGE CRER
THANKS To THE EXTRA-AMESOME
CALLIE; HERE.

OH. THAT MAKES
SEMSE, FoR A
BREAIMIAL LIEE Tou.

T AW S0 TEMFTER To START
TUTeRING HEE IM MAKNNERS
INSTEAD oF SLIENLE.




TT was CLES MIZ7T
CPorNTowWNT
WHEMN T WAS SIX7?
REMEMBERT

MY SCHooL'S PLATY,
CoN’T ToulH, RICHARD.
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S AFTER THAT, AT
W FIRST, T JUST T
d WANTED To BE
CosSETTE.

i

i

;

L

BUT T FIGURED oUT PEETTY
FAST THAT T MOeN'T @aTe
HAVE WHAT 1T Took.

1



THAT PIPN’T SToP ME FEOM COoMTINUIMNG
To LISTEM ANDP LEARK, THoUGH.

MY FIRST wEEK OoF SIXTH GRAPE,
& MASICAL FLYER APPEARED,

—r

Tee Mr. Madera in C-103

e e
STAGE CREW.
e Troke fow -Fr'ugnﬂﬁ;‘?&
A legrpn new exills]

% nelp make theater ¥
P‘f"vﬂﬂﬁﬁ om s ?ﬁfhiﬁ'.»& 3
T .

fer more nfo WL wieet
M+ W after sclacel.

ANP MY HEW LIFE BEGANM.
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HET) Mow You &ET
To SEE PLAYS
I PUT ol

WHICH T HOPEFULLY
POM'T SCREW UFP
Too BADLY...

HOW “SUPER” IS
THIS SV pemui) %ﬁgﬁ j

#3



P4



LorEM,; THIS 1S MY
FRIEMD JESSE.

YOoU'RE PROBABLY THINEING
oF MY BROTHER, JUSTIM.

WERENT WE 1N MATH
ToGETHER LAST YEART

BHWEL L,
weLtome Te
THE TEAM.

WE'RE TEYING T FIGURE oUT THE LoGISTICS
oF 8UILPING A CAMNKMON For THE STAGE.

WEWE &oT A COUPLE OF WAGON BNLDPIMGE THE REST oF IT

WHEELS WE AN REFPURFPOSE To LOOK Gool wol'T BE

FRoM AN oLD ol ALSAAS A PROBLEM, MAKING THIS
PRODPULTION. _HJ/ THING FIRE, THouGH..

AT -r_-ﬂ' Ry Pt

95



BUILDING A
EDILDING!

WHEW! REHEARSAL WAS
HAED ToDAY. WHAT'RE
Tou &GOS R To?

YeEaH!
WAKMKNA HELP
us?

E.L_j

AEE TOUHERE ToH

s q

FIGHT?

DSTIM,

Toov

e

P&



GREAT!
THE MOREE,

YES. ¥

THE MERRIER!

L8]
ESCAL
- . ol '_ T . =]
s i T T hY SN o~ e S

S THIS SHoUL R STAYT
ToOSETHER FINE; WITH wooe
GLUE AND A FER NAILS,

You DPID A
GREAT Jo&
WITH THAT,
JESSE!

mAKN TP STARVIMG.




ULADY FAIR, DON'T BE
SCARED, LOME AND SIT
..f NEXT To ME..."

&E GQUIET,
Tou'k-b

LETS SEE.. JUSTIM WaANTS
CHEEZ DoODLES.. LOREN

GETS THE SMICKERS.. THE
SITTLES ARE FoR MIRKS. ..




“T WON’T RON,
PLEASE DON’T HIDE.
YoU’LL BE SAFE
BY MY SIPE,

IN THE SHAPE...”

i

r‘ﬂ &
] |
[ 3 T |

HUHT
WHAT WERE
You RIeHT
ABOUTT

“OF THIS oL D

MAGNGLIA TREE.Y

o

THIS CoRRIDOR HAS

GREAT AcovsTIeS. A




TT'S REALLY WHAT You
WAMT, BRIGHT? To SINGT

T oon'T EMOW WHAT T wWANT.
T =Now JUSTIN BEEALLY
WAMTS To SIMG: &UT...

T SUESS.. ALL oUR LIVES, IWE'WE PoNE THE
SaME THINGS,: &2EEM 1M THE SAME LLASSES,
HUMGE oUT wITH THE SAME PECPLE.

100




WHEN Tou'RE A TWWMN; PECOPLE JUST
ASSUME YoU'RE THE SAME FERSON.
TT'S NOT FAIR; REALLT.

T GUESS T WANT To GIVE
Hivt A CHANCE To SHIMNE.

AN T
SURE HE
WAMNTS THE
SAME FoR
You, Too.




ARME WHAT Took THE
Two oF You S0 LoNGT

WHATEVER...
THAMES,

WHAT DOES IT MATTERT WE GoT
YOoUR CORMMUTS, PIDWT we?

102
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B e o e B - \
II A FEW PAYS LATER HAI THE DANOCING TELL Me

= - = FPAET LookrsS HARD!

ABOUT IT.

I ren’T MINE THE FUM EINE oF LWE NEVER BEEM To
DANOING, LHEE AT SCHool DAMCES A DANOLE BEFORE.
WHEREE You JUST JUMP AEODNP

AN STUFF.

You SHoULD AT LEAST Go
To YourR EleHTH GRADE
FoRMAL! YOU'D HAVE
A Goor TIME.

104



BUT WHAT ARSUT THE
SLo PARTS? WHERE
Do MY FEET o7

T PUT MY ARMS UP HERE,
AND YOURS GO AT MY WOAIST.

UH-HUH.

MW
You JUST
EINDA...
SPIN ARSUND
SLOWLY.

TS THIS ENTERTAINING &R
ARKEWARD FoR Youve

M LITTLE &IT oF &oTH!

105



CEAT, LOVERIRDS, BEREAKE IT UF. WHAT?!S GoING
WEWE GoTTA LLEAR oUT oF THE okl EXALTLYT
AUDITORIDM EARLY TODAY.

SOME
ASSEMBLY

THIMNG,
EEMEMBERET

You GUTS ARE WELLOME To HAMEG AROCUND 1M THE GREEMEOOM,

'MW HELFPING MR, MAPERA cUT KITH CORTAIN ANE LIGHTS,
S0 T MIGHT HEED A HAKND AT SOME FPOINT,
. "-_ = WH y .

You sTICKING T MEEDR Te oo INTEe THE
AROUMD, CALLIE?T CoSTUME VALLT ANE Look
YEAH, For SoME STUFF...

For A LITTLE
WHILE. WHAT?S

104



LIZ AND T ARE GOING Do THE BASEMENT?? " —
To THE BEASEMENT FoR — 7

OH, IT'S JUST THE
LoSTUME VAULT, AND --

107



T THeUEHT You WERE GoING
To WALKE. ME HOME AFTER
REHEARSAL!

\ T ACIEE
@‘Iﬂ e
(=1

]

WELL, WHERE ARE You
GOINGT T'M READY NOW,

Py CAMOR BORMMIE.
HAaME oUT wiTH oS!

WHAT RE

You suTs To SEE THE

ColNGET BASEMENT!
Yo SHoulr
C.oME, Too!

108




Woud THIS PLACE
IS LIEE A HAOKNTED
MAKSIOM!

T aET THERE'S SPIPERS AND
COBWERS AMND SPooKY STUFF
HIPING 1N EVERY CoRMER!

T WweNPER IF ANYONE'S EVER
DISAFFEARED Pown HERE...

109

HEY -=- WHERE'D WEST
AMND BOMMIE GOo7T




YoPRE —RIGHT: IT IS
SLARY Dow HERE.

Yeou 6UTS v—/
CoNET

&

1o

MATTT You Pown
THERET T MEED You
N THE LIGHTING
BooTH.




e You FIMe WKuwHAT T'p okl To Have Te CoNsSTREOAT
A FEW GARMEMNTS FROM SCRATEH,

Tou NEEPEDR,: LI1ZT
BUT T FoUMe A RPELENT STASH oF
FABREIC 1M THIS Box.

MEeSTLY.

== BEOMMIE, AK ToU MEET
T T T T AT LONCHTIME AGAIN

F e R : \u TQMQRMN?A

-

E.‘J' -—_-IIID

G

—

FINE. T DON'T CARE,

Moy WE PoNT HAVE Tos BUT FINE.

BUT BEIGHTH GRADE SOIENLE
15 EINE oF IMPORTAMT.
ITF You FAIL, You CANT
SRADUATE IN JUNE.

How CAN You
MNOoT CARET!

R

]
|
/
] ;

1. |




CoES IT REFLELT
&APLY oM YOU IF
SHE FLUOMES aUT?

e

woT
EXALTLY.

T STILL GET CEEDRIT ForR TUTORIMG
HER; BUT T'LL FEEL CRUMMY
AzoUT IT. Like T DIeN'T TREY
HARD ENMOUGH.

BESIPES, IF SHE
CoESN'T GRADPUATE...

YOUWLL & STULKE WITH HER
FOoR AMOTHER TEAR,

OH JEEZ, THAT’S TRUEN

112



F

r-"fh‘f 27 - Tem

SHowING THE CANMONT

BUT... WHAT ABCUT
T THOUGHT IT’P B ’
PART oF THE

(0

HAH, IT'S 2ETTER

To SHow THE
CHARACLTERS.

13




SORRY, CALLIE, WE'RE ALREADY WOAY BT ThiNE o THE

BEHING SAHERULE WITH THIS, PECPLE wHo MIGHT
HAVE LoME IF THEY
EMNEW THERE WAS A
ool T ALEEADY
(C i HHOH INVoLVED,
L me\pg PHoToOCOPIES. n

THAMKES For HELPING ME

1
FLYER THE SCHOOL, JUSTINI e

BEELADSE oF A FLYER,
S0 THIS IS, LIEE,
FULL CIRCLE,

114



cooH, PorT Look..,

as
‘‘‘‘‘

oH: YEAH, HE USED

To BE 1M MY 5TM CLASS!
ALL THE G1RLS

LIED Hik.

BUT T THeUsHT You HAR
A CRDSH oM LoRER!

WELL, YEAH,
BUT T Cokl®T THIKKE
HES INTE &UYS.




HET): FLTERS ARE LOoOKING Gool!

CALLIE, YOURE
STILL MINE FoR THE

THANEKES, JESSE! AEE YToU
HELPING LoREN RIG UP THE
BALKDPROPS TORATT

AFTERNGOON, RIGHT?

EALH oNE By ENoLGH T SUPPoRT

CEAT. SIx SEIETS To MAKE,

A FUOLL HooP AKD A PETTICOAT...

HEY; LIZ7

Eeu THINK JESSE MIGHT..
BE INTERESTED IMN MET

T PUMMNe,
WHY PorT
You ASkE
Him?

0 HAVE Mo IPEA WHAT To SAY.
O How To SAY IT!

114



HAS HE EVER HAD A GIRLFRIEND?

MATEE HE'S JUST A LATE BLOOMER!
HE WelLleM'T HANG ARSUNE WITH You
So MULH IF HE DIDR'T LIKE Yal.

Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline



ro You THINK. HE
MIGHT BET?T

MT MOMET?S on HIS

EROTHER AS THE
AT OME.

MAH, T THINK HE'S
JUST SUPER-SHY.

ANTYIOAY, WHY Don'T You ASk
HJESSE To THE BIGHTH ERADE
FoRMAL OR SOMETHINGT

L1z, A SEVENTH SRADER CANYT
ASK AN EIGHTH GRADPER To HIS
OWH DANCE!

1na e



EVEM THoUGH THAT woJyLe
BE AWESCOME... IT?S JUST
HNoT RIGHT.

ASE wWHo
WHATT

WHEe CAREST YoU WANT
HiM Te TAKE You?
JUST ASK Hival

OH! HA HAI NOTHING. ER, T MEAN...
SOMETHING, B8UT...°LL TEXT You

ABOUT T LATER, OkAY?




120






| THE NEXT MorNING

WEL L, MAYTEE HIS PHOME DIED.

MAYEE HE LEFT IT IN HIS Lot kEER.

MATEBE HE’S STILL PEAIDIMG THE
BEST WOAY To SAY “YESH,

e MATBE HE'S WAITIMG FoR
YOU AT YOUR Lot ker!

122



SORRY T NMEVER ANSIWEREDR IMNSTEADP oF JUST Golke Toe
Tour TEXT: CALLIE. THE MALL BookSToRE...

BUT T WAS
THIMNKING.

THERE’S THIS MEAT SPFELIALTY BockESToRE
M Tewk THATE &8 FUN Te 5o Tol

T TOWKNTT BUT HOW WopLD WE ==

M DAD SAID HED PRIVE US.
HE'S seEEMN DYING To
MEET Tou.

N
[} :"J

@

HE
HAS?!

YEAH! ANYWAT, T READ AROUT LET'S MEET IN FROMT oF
THIS PLACE ONLINE -- THEY THE StHoolL AT 2:E55,
SPELIALIZE IM ALL SoRTS OEAYT
oF THEATER STUFF!

WO D
T MEAM:
AMAZING.

123




UM, T LIE YOUR CAR,
ME. MENDOCING!

SJUSTIN ANE JESSE TELL ME
IT IS AN EMEBARRASSMENT.

CARPETS HAR THIS SINCE
BEFORE WE WERE BORN.

AN
ITSTILL
FUKS ¥
GREAT! [

SJUSTIM & T oaLL T
HTHE BANANAMOBILE."?

SOy CALLIE...

124



You aRE.. JUSTIMN'S GIELFEIENPT

CAAAAADI MO, SHES
NOT MY GIRLFRIEND!

| H
i-f > ;;. F
VAW, J'

- HJESSET YOUR SIRLFRIENDTT e

R
() 8o

WS



( I.. SHE'S.. IT?S... UM... |

¢

MRE. MENPOLING TELL ME ABOUT
WHAT THESE Twe WERE LIkE WHEN
THEY WERE LITTLE!

WELL, JUSTIMN waAS THE
BED WETTER: BUT JESSE
KAsS THE CEYEBABRY --

126




HAVE FuN!
TLL BE BALK
I8 AN HoUR,

EVEMTUALLY... CH! YoU'RE ComMiIMG: TooT

S—

.' WHY WolLDMT
T &E?

] | it
g 2

] fir—
m ‘N
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THETY HAVE A CoSTUME SECTION, A SET ARCHITECTURE
SECTION, A SHEET MUSIE SECTION...

THIS PLACE
1S AMAZINGI!!

i I
w.lu-
ﬂ&ﬂiz&
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one voum e |

i

|

i
I

WELL, T WROTE Powdk A LIST oF SIXTY-FIVE BookS
T MEED To ook, MATEE TLL GET 8M AS CHRISTMAS
FRESENTS! OR FOR MY BIRTHDAT! HMM, T'W NaT
GRAPUATING TILL HEXT SPRING: Too BAD..

SPEAKING oF
GRAPUATION...




I HMEEDR To FINE A PATE FoR
THE EIGHTH &GRADE ForRMALI!

Do You THINK

AMOTHER

_-'-.-f,

YowLL &o wITH

WELL, MY DAD WoULD PROBARLY
FLIF &UT: AMPE T°W MeT SURE IF
HE'S READY ForR THAT.

T WaT
SURE IF I'M
READY.

0o You THINE HE
EMNOWS YOPRE --

IT'M SUEE HE SUSPECLTS.
BUT WE PoN'T PISCUSS IT.

BUT: T MEAMN: T AN ASKE A GIREL I°M
FRIENDPS I0ITH To THE PANCE, TARE
SOME PHOTOS... IT°LL STILL BE FUM!

HEYT: WHAT =2 yYou THINE
ABODT LIZT SHED 0 wWiTH
WMET
i |
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Eiéiﬁ,_i_. ':?GHL:T WHAT ABOUT ME?!!

JESSET

S50, DD Yo GET WHAT
You CAME FORTT

NoT EXALTLY...

132
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UH... WE HAVE To IMSTALL AND CHEC K
ALL THE LIGHTING THIS AFTERNOOM.

S0y WE'LL NMEED THE WHOLE STAGE
For LoAD-IN AMD SETUFR.

ITT'S onl THE PROPOATION

SAHEPULE, HAS BEEMN
FoR ME%

LorEM SAIG T
coyLe USE THE
SPALE TorkaY!

134



TYWE 5T A PELIVERY
eUlT Al ForR A
ME. 5. MADERAT

Look, THIS IS MY FAUOLT,
LALLIE. 'MW SoRRY.

FIEST RUN-THROUGH 1S ToMOoREOW,
AME WE MEED THE LIGHTS
INSTALLED &Y THEM.

TLL JUST STIC K ARSUNE
TILL AFTER IT’S DOME,
T GUESS, AND FIMISH
THE TREE ToMI&HT.




GRES! WHAT ARE YOU
ColkG HERETT

PlCIne UP
THE MERCD,

BUT T GUESS HE'S NoT B
CONE YET, HOH?

HAaH... THIS AN GO
oM FOR HOURS.
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So.. WHATS NEW ) ' _( nMADA. S : MADAT MoT
BITH TeuT e - LooMING GRAPDATION,
— BASEBALL GAMES,
HOTHINGT

WHO'RE Tou TAKING T PonT HEY: ARE YOU GoING
To THE EIGHTH GRAPE Mo, WITH ANTONET

T ALWATS THoUsHT TP o Wi TH
BOMMIE, BUT Now SHE'S TAKEN. ..

UH... T DUNKNe. OkLY IF
SOMEOMNE ASES ME,

oH, ool LET?S
GET oUTTA HERE.

137



WHEN GREG ASKER IF T waS GOING Te THE
DAMOE, MY HEART LEAPT INTS MY THROAT.

WHAT 15
WREONG
WITH MET

AMD, WHAT... AM T HoLDING
olT FOR JESSE Te ASK.MET

WHAT IF HE
COESW TET

138
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WARNIMG, L. 1%

L-CL 1, WARNER,

ealLIE, THATS
YOoUR CORTAIN
CUE.

T R e SRS

T

WARMNING,
Lol 2.

SAEME 2 SET AHAMSE
COMING UF -- READYT

YoU'RE oVER THE MARKER, JESSE --
EBACE T UF A FooT!

*LIGHTIMG OB
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ITTS olAY. THIS 1S WHY WE Do THIS 1S YOUrRE
& DRY TECH RUN-THREOUGH, SVER- ColMNG
WITHOUT THE ACTORS. WHELMING. FINE!

WARNIMNG,
Lo

eAaLLIE AND SANJAY, READY FOR
THE CANMOMN RON-THROUGHT

You MeEAN THE -
COMPROMISE N T STILL
CANMONT il v THINK WE
. SHeuLDWE
USED REAL
FIRE.

WELL CLEAR THE ACTORS FROM STAGE LEFT,
THEM WHEEL IT To THE SELSKND MARKER.
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HAVE You TESTER THIS CoMFETTI MATT, YoU'RE READY

POPPER THINGY hLEEA'DY?/’< WHTH THE L7
Mo
j) HOPE, WE

fLogle omMlyY
AFFORED 51X
oF THEM.

CEAY! SFX SEQUENLE 2
15 WARMNEDR..

L2, Yeu"WE &oT Your CELL PHEME
EEARY 1M CASE CALLIE SHOOTS
HER ETE oUTT

144
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OH; COME ON! THAT
WAS WEAK!

HEY,
CALLIET

ME, MADERA, THESE FOFPFERS
SAYT RIGHT HERE,: “AN EXFLOSIVE
BIRST oF ConFETTI EVERY

SINELE TIME

_—

THATS MAREETING
For You.

TF THIS 1SMNT WoRKING MOW, IT MAT NEVER.
WEWE oNLY &oT EIGHT PAYTS TILL oPENING!

T L
STILL BE
ool IF wE
oKLY HAVE
SOUND ANDE
LIHTIMG
EFFBLTS.

Look, T AN MAKE IT WoRk, FINE. 80T WE NEEP AT LEAST OME
Yourve GOT To GIVE ME A SULLESSFUL TEST BEFORE
CHANCE, T'LL BEVEN &RING oPENING NIGHT.

IT HOME AMND WO Ok IT.

T won'T LET
You copnl




AMD THEM THERE WaAS & DEESS REHEARSAL!

4

Ruzz

By
L
e

.

IM SOREY, BOMMIE --
Your SEIRT'S ALMOST
FEADRYT: BUT MNoT QulTE.

HAS ANTOME SEEMN JUSTING HAT?
IT WAS IM THE £LASSROooM THE
BOTS ARE USING AS THEIR
DRESSING ook,

ool SoMEBSDRY GO GET SOME
coyieH DROPS, PLEASETY

AM T STILL
SUPFOSEDR To
KISS HIM IF
HES &0 ?

149




L.CL U2, Go. L DREAMT IOE WERE TOGETHER,
BUT T WOKE UP ALL ALCCOONE..

THEY TolLD ME THE SouUTH
ol P BE FULL oF
THE PAST, BUT T
PIPN'T rop T

Woylt sEloME
WY FU --




SFEX-2, TAEE 2,
ALTORS CLEAR..,

\_ PLEASE, PLEASE,

FPLEASE...

151

THERES STILL
A WHOLE WEEK!
B\ T cAN DO THIS!




AASAMD FiIAL
CUORTAIN. .

THATS A WEAR GUYTS!
SO0l Jok,

152

Mow,; FoR THE &AD MEWS...

I LAN MAKEE IT Kok,
LorREM; T PROMISE!N




UH; Mo, WoRSE THAMN A FALLTY PROP -- So STARTING ToOMOoRREOoR,
WE HAVEW'T EXALTLY Sol D A LoT oF WENVE 5oT To HELP THE
TICEETS To THE SHow YET. LAST PROMOTE THIS
THIMG LIEE CRAZY.

You AN COUNT
OM 0US; LoREM!

=

i

M

Co You REALLY THINK THE WHAT A2oUT You -- AN You FINISH
CANMONS GONNA WORK, CALT | | THE LoSTUOMES 1M TIME?

~\  HOPEFULLY.
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T o’ T Moy HOW You STAY So
CALM UMDER FIRE, LI1Z.

A MoT &ALM. T
ToTALLY FREAKED
ouUT RIGHT Mok,

BONNIE'S SEIRT DoeeSHNIT FIT: JUSTIN'S PANTS
MNEEDP HEMMING, PERCLYT GREW Twe INCHES
SINCGE HIS FITTING, WEST'S JALKET 1S
THREADEBARE ANDP EEEPS LoSiNG aTToMNS,
T ForcoT To IRON JESSIOAYS
BODILE BEFCORE I FIXKED
THE BoMING ANE IT?S
ALWAYS WREINELED..,

WARNMNA SWITOH PLALEST
T FiXx THE CoSTUMES,
You FixX THE CAMMONT

T 1WA
BAIL-L | &by
TEARS.
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MAYBE T AN SHOVE SoME
LRPEFPE PAPER RIBEOMS INTe
THE CANMON BELLY, Too...

AND THEN RIG IT OP To A
REALLY PowERFUL FANT

SI&H... T SHouLD
FROBAELTY 0 To &ED.

CR T ColLD
WoRK FoR
JUST A
LITTLE

LONGER...
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Twter _ '_"

Tweet

)

e
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B T | I 7 Fol . T

THREE DATS (AND THEEE LoNGe NIGHTS) LATER

EAHEME.. AAk
T HAVE YoUurR
ATTENMTION
PLEASE,
STOREMTS?

ELCLALYPTUS MIDDLE SOHOOLYS STAGE
CREW ANE PRAMA CLUE ARE PRODRP
To PRESENT You wiITH A LONAHTIME
FPEEVIEW OoF pMaoas] oVeER MISSISSIEST ...

LLCOPEMIMG THURSDAY
HIEHT 1M THE SCHool
AQDITERIOMI THREE
MIGHTS oNLY! TICKETS
ARE ON SALE Mol




PROP READRY To T Here
Gy CALLIET :

e
WHEM THE EMSEMBLE MARCHES STASE
LEFT, THEY REVEAL You WTH THE CANNOM,
50 THATS THE C-UE!

READPYT WNTH THE C PLATER,
JESSET







) ¢ = -

AY

T workeD! YES!

ITT woRrRkEDR,
@ool.., LET'S MovE IT ForR
THE NEXT NUMBER.
M = Y -§

e _

WAIT A SEL, WHERES CALLIEs JESSE — FolLlLow THE
EVEETOME &OINGT s CRoOWP ANDP SEE WHATS UPT e

WERE MOoT PoklE YET!

.= = !
; 'f:-:t.'-

=

141
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MIDDLE SCHOooL

EST 1986
TR0 MNIEGHT OREMNING
NITE Y Moo oME R
AN S SIS SRR
rAAY 30 MEMORIAL DAY
JUMNER GRADIDANEE
7T YEARBCOK DAY
10 COMMENCEMENT:

Fa
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T SO HERVEUS. MY DADRS oUT THERE EMNOCE P EM DEAD
SOMEWHERE. WHAT IF T FALL ROWNT ToMIEHT, JUSTIKL
WHAT IF T FoRGET MY LINEST!

FIVE MINUTES, THE
CALL IS FVE MINUTES...
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SLENE 2 SET CHANGE N olE MIMUTE.

1464






uon' KGJ AS p f -
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i

T ENEW
WE'P MEET
AGAIN... IN A
SPECIALLLL

PLAAARLE..




T THINK HE"S orar

WEST! ARE Yo ALL RIGHT?
WHAT HAPFENMEDRT

L &ET
SOME ICE.

THATS NOT wWHAT THEY
MEAMN BY "EREAR
& LES" PUPE!

THINK Tou AN GET
THRaU&H THE REST
oF THE SHow?

OHy YoU'RE
BLEEDING!
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I M ORAY, GUYS, REALLY. & [ womoDY EVEN ASKED
TTIS JUST A BOMP. _A \  MEIF I'M okaAY.

HE BUMPED INTO ME oK HIS TRIP To THE FLOORE, Tleron.
AHE WHe HELFEDR HIM UP AFTER THATT

BOMNIE, TOU'RE
UNBELIEVABLE. _

SERIOUSLY.
WHY ARE You

CREATIMG EXTRA
PRAMA FOR
ToURSELF?

O AT EVERYOMNE. SIMMER DORIM, Goob THING TomMoREowW NIGHTS
WEWE oNLY &oT Two MoRE THE FINAL PERFORMANCE!
SLEMNES To GET THROUGH
ToMIGHT, CAN WE Do THIST




SEET THINGS GET A LITTLE
LEAZY SOMETIMES, &UT WE

EEER IT TOSETHER. _//

TYEAH, T
PROUE oF Us!

THAKMES AGAIN FOoR T THIME DLL SORVIVE. AND JESSE,

LookiNe olT FORE ME THANKES FOR HELPING BOMMIE STUGEY.
ToNIGHT: GUTS. SHE'S ACTUALLY IN DANGER OoF

PASSING Mo R

u HEY, THATS
\ SOooD NEWS!

SHE... EIKMPA ASEED ME To
HELF HER CHEAT oM HER

LAST TEST, THeUEH.
N ’ ]

T CIDM'T 2o I
SHE was MAD,;
BOT SHE MUSTVE
STUDIED HARDER
AS A RESULT..
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T TolD HER T WoASKT T AL S0 EESIGNED
ALWATS GoING To BE AS HER TUToR.
AROUOME To PICE OP
HER SLALK. L= [T - THAT WAS
1 FRETTY MESSED
UP oF HEE.

You THIMNKE So7 T THeusHT You
MIGHT BE ANGEY KITH ME ForR
HoT HELPING HER 20T, __‘__’,/

THAKMKS FOR LETTING
ME KMo, SEE You

GUYS Tommzﬁamd/

HUH! WEST 1S ACTUALLY AND T'W RELIEVED!
A PRETTY Cool &Y.
M IMPRESSEDR.
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H-.,w suMEMGElAlDAY
JUNEY GRADDANCE

EIFTEEN T e GET
MINUTES, i :J%%_S:LI_T_LEUDER IRENsE
FPECPLE!

THE STAGE?!

You CortT
DHNPERSTAMD.

Mo, YOU oW’ T |
UNDERSTAMD! /

How CoULD You ASk JESSE ] CRAZINESS!
To HELP You CHEAT? 4

How Coll-p YOU N '
BREAK.UP WITH ME
BEFORE OUR FINAL = I8
PERFORMANCE?! =

=

MINUTES,
THE &AL
IS FIVE...
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PLALES,
EVERYOME!

'™ HERE.
T'W READT. Yo
SCAREDR
MEe!




WE ARE THE BGTH BRIGADPE,
HOW Po You Do? N=)

SEX-GZ, WARNING.

MATEE
THIS il STiILL
WOoRE, EVEM IF
ImTs weT?

T SURE
HOFE S0...




SEX-Q2, GO

cALLIE;, THERE'S

MOTHING WE Sl-Ea THE

CAMMON.. MOVING
RIGHT on To SteNe
18, WARNIMNG,

M EERMNEL OF
WISEoM, FROM &
coLoNEL Like
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KEER IT PROFESSIONAL, GUTS.

WHY PIE Yo BEVEM T Was
HAVE THE COMFETTI ABOUT
FPoOPPER 1M YoUR To STk
PoliET 1IN THE ITIN THE
FIEST PLACET! 1 CARK O,
= EUT THEN
SoMEOMNE
SPILLED --

Wouh BoNMIE'S REALLY GETTING
EMOoTIoNAL ToMIGHT, HUHT

PROBABLY
CAUSE WEST JUST
PUMPER HER.
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SORRY SORRY SORRY!
FORGET T SAID ANYTHING. /&

/. MOVE ON, EVERYBODY...
WE CANT LOoSE oUR
Foous!

nBooompno

C

CLA
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BOMMIE, COME oM — Yoave
=oT To LoMME oUT.

WENWE &GOT To GET You CHANGED 1M TIME FoR ACLT TRo.

MO BOMMIE; THE SHOoW MUOST o oMl

WHERE oN EARTH
15 HER ALTERNATET! Adl

I*WA KOT
CoiMG 1T,

b

IF You'l LEE Te LEAVE A MESSAGE...

Hil YoU'WE REACHED KAREM.

ALTERMATE!S
WoT

ANSIOERING. M

181




BUT... How Do You EVERN KHOW
ABROUT BoMMIE AND MET

ConT WoRREY
ABOUT THAT. JUST
Go TALKE. To HER.

BUT WHAT
ABOUT
BoNMIET!

SHES NoT oM FoE
ANOTHER TEM
MINOTES. .

WEST, WE NEED
You oNSTAGE!N

ALK T GOT TA
GET UP IN THE




=12, WHATS
HAPFEMIMG?! BOMMIE Wok*T
: BUDPEE; ANP HER
REFPLACEMENT
1S STILL ML A,

2 A N

WHAT ARE
WE SUPFOSED
To e WITHoUT

MATERELLET!
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ME, JOHKNSToN!

M-MISS
MATEBELLE!

SURELY
O GoNE
T BER.

T THoOEHT
To?

185



T SHeYLDN'T e
HERE. TF DADDY
FINES U5y HELL —

)N
. -
LT

o

LADY FAIR, COoN'T BE
SCARED, COME AND
SIT MEXT T ME..

T ok T —BUNM,
PLEASE DoN'T HIDE.

184

Yol BE SAFE &Y MY SIDE,

IN THE SHADE..

<b



TS JESSE GoMKA SINGTT
COES HE ENMoW THE PARTT

T°D No PLANS ForR A MAN
FROM A NORTHERLY LAND,
g& TILL T FIRST SAW YOUR FAAAAALCE...

BUT T ENEW -- YES; T eNMEW! -- THOUGH MY DADDY
HATED Yoo, WE’D MEET AGAIN...

187




J-_"-j TN A SPECIALLLL PLAAAALCE. ﬁ

188



K LoUPLE OF PECFPLE ARE LET *BEM LALGEH.
LAUGHING UF FRoNT. THIS SHOWS NoT

SToPPING FoR THEM.

CALLIE, &AM YoU
oo THE SET CHAMGE
WITHOUT JESSE
HELPINGT

CADDY: PLEASE!
HAVE A HEART.

T’LL HAVE NOTHING oF THE
SoRT! Mo PADSHTER OF MINE
15 MAREYING A YANKEE -~
CASE CLOSED.




n CADDY, You DoN’T eNow JESSE'S REALLY

NETHIN? ABCUT LoooVE... poING GOOD ouT
THERE, HOHT

GET READY
FoR FINAL
CLURTAIN,
EVERYTONE.







=1 I

N4 | BN
A\
T CLAP, ;

i A
I ) Y
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YEAH!

WHEW!

TT'S & WERAP EVEETOME. GOooPR SHow!

ol A\

Ml

L MEET
us AT THE AAST PAETYT.

Mo, JESSE

193



CONGRATULATIONS, EVERTONE!
CooD SHow, THERE'S SobA
AND CHIPS; AND PIZZAS
ARE ON THE WAY,

BgLZZ! ruzZ=/

WHoA, THIS
PARETY JUST
&OT MoISY.

HETY: AT LEAST JESSE ENEW
THE PART, RIGHT?

194

WHAT &GUY SITS AROUNDE
STUDYING A WOMAKN'S
REolE N A MOSICALT!




HASK'T ToMIGHT MADE
ANTTHING ESPFELIALLY
OBVIOUS Toe Youe?

WHATEVER,
CALLIE,

» TALENMTED
ONE,; THATS
wWHo!

WHT) o YOU
ENOW ANTT

MATEE TS TIME
Tou STARTEDR CHASING
AFTER REAL MEHR.

ENOUGEH oF THIS --
T NMEEDR PIZZA.,

195






You wERE
AMAZING.

o — =

oH; HET! T HAD WE SHoULe ToeTalLlLY Go To THE
B LRAZY IPEA. EIGHTH &RAPE ForRrMAL ToseETHER!

7 ( realryer

BUOT, T'W GOIMGE

To NEED To FING
A DPRESS..

197
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His CALLIE.
How ARE Y --

198



-- CAL! YOOR DRESS!

WHERE DI> | THE Co5TUME
You GET T2 | VALLT!
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CAN
Tou SEE
IF JESSE?S
CEAT 1M
THERET

MATEE HES 1IN OME oF THE
OTHER &ATHROOMST...

SJESSE'S MOT
M HERE.




T oANT FINE JESSE ANTIWOHERE,
AMNDP TVE LookeDPR ALL oVER!
HAVE YOU SEEM HIMT WHERE’S
SJUSTINT TS HE MISSING TooT

SUSTINGSG TALKING To LOoREM, S0 W
SIWVING THEM SOME SPALE. O'MoOK, LETS

0 To THE &ATHREOOM ANDE TAL K.

203



- AND T THOUGHT We WERE HAVING FUN TOGETHER,
BUT THEM PURING THAT SLow DANCE, HE BASIZALLY
FUSHEDR ME ASIPE ANP WANPEREDR OFF.

HE SAIP HE waSs
EolME To THE BATHROOM,
BUT HE waASKHT, LIZ,
HE Ligr!

AMND You ENeow WwHe ELSE WHAT 1S GoING ON7!
i HA\"EH!T SEEM? WEE{!/< 7 T Dow'T
ENOW.
T SA WEST I/ =

EARLIER. HES HERE
BT HIMSELF.




OH JEEZ, LOooK AT
BT MASCARA,




HEE HEE... MATEE WE Look
BETTER LlkE THIS.

MESS THAT HAIR UF Tool
LTS S0 HeT You.

A

SMOK, LETS &2
TAKE A PICTURE.




Hly LARIES...

ARE Yo, U LookinGg ForR EVERTONE T EMow EEEFS
MY BROTHER, ALLIET TELLING ME YoURE
Looein e For Hib.

207



CALLIE, WAIT...







WHY DI You ASk ME To &E
Youe DATE IF You DIoN' T
WAMT Te SPFEMP ANT TIME
WITH ME?T DoN'T You CARE

AROUT METT

WE WERE JUST
TALKING!

LLPORT You
MO How MUSH
T CARE ABOUT
You?

210



T MO T ENSw.

T STILL
HURETS,
THoUEH.

m
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T GUESS You SHoULDW'T FALL IW LovE
OITH BVERY MICE &UY Yol MEETT

WELL THEN; T GUESS T’LL JUST HAVE To
FIND SoME JERK To TAKE ME HOME, HUH?

nz
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WHERE'S JESSET You ARE HEY) WHERE'S YOUR DATET
HERE pITH JESSE, RIGHT?

WELL: T £AME bMTH
BOMMIE, AFTER SHE
AMD WEST HAD THEIR
BlE &Low-uF..

HoT
ANTMOoRE.

BUT SHE SFENT THE FIRST HALF ofF THE NIGHT SleGLING SVER
TEXTS FROM SoME HIGH SCHooL FRESHMAN, AME EVENTUALLY
Took oFF To &0 HANG oUT wiITH HIM ANDE HIS FRIENDS.

S50.., THAT MAEES BOTH oF WAMMA GET oUT
US FEEE AGENTS:; HUHT ofF Hepe?

T SUPFOSE
IT RoES.

214




epalLIE, T MESSEDR UP

BIEF-TIME. T°VE BEEM
S CALGHT UP wiTH

MISSIMNG BoNMIE. ..

.. T BIeKeT
REALIZE
THAT THE &1L
T SHouLD
EEALLT HaVE
BEEM WITH
WAS BIGHT
BEFORE MY
ETES.

S50 WHAT Do
You sSary

WILL You &IVE ME
AMNOTHER SHOT?
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T Erow TWE BEEMN oUT oF THE PICTURE FoR A WHILE,
&UT T PROMISE I’ &E PIFFERENMT THIS TIME ARCUNE.

WHATZ MATTT HE
WAS.,, HUHT ' So
L onFusSeR!

MY BROTHER WAS So Map AT ME
For SETTING Te You FIRST, &UT T
THINK HE'S FORSIVEN ME &7 Mow.

CoM'T BE CONFUSED...

BE MT GIRLFRIEND.

215



T THIMNE TP e
HoME FEROM HEREE.

THAKMKES
FoR THE
CoMPANT,
GREG.




YoURE ok To Al ke HokME
ALL BY YOURSELF?

T oMLY
LIVE OME
BLOCKE
AWAT,

T THIME
T oAk MAKNAGE
Ok MY OWIN,
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FINAL ACT

FEMNOILS Popik,
EVERYOME! PAPERS
FoRKARD, PLEASE.

219






T SOREY,
JESSE.

M SoRRY THAT T BLEW UP AT YouU.. ANMD T'W SoRRY
FoR BEING SELFISH. TT waAS YOUR FoRmMAL,
AKND 1T WAS SILLY oF ME To THINKE YoU --

T THE oME WHO SHOOLD
BE APOLOGIZING Te YOUu,

221
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HowEVER... 1T waAS YOU wHe Tolb ME To | SosYou AND
GO AFTER WHAT MAKES ME HAPPY. '\ WEST, HOH?

THAT WASKN'T QUITE
WHAT T MEANT..

WEST STILL POESN'T ENow IF
HE'S EEALLY GAY. OF, T PUNME,
Bl, o WHATEVER.

WHAT POES YoUR

BROTHER THINK? CHs HE

PEFINITELY
THNES WEST
LliES ME.

WELL, TOU'RE A
PRETTY LIKABLE
FPERSON.
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THAME Yo,
CALLIE.

YoUPVE PLATYED SUCH A HUGE
EolE M 8BREAKING ME oUT
oF MY SHeLL.

AND IF T 10AS GolkE
To LikE ARY 1R,

FAT LoADR oF Gool
THAT DoES ME ROW. |



Sol THE PLAY 1S OVER, WELL, WEVE 65T oNE FINAL

TESTS ARE TAKEN... STAGE CREW MEETING TODAT. _’<
WHAT'S NEXT FoR You?
CHy THAT?S BIGHT!
TTLL 2B ool T SEE
EVERTEODY oME MoOREE TIME
BEFORE SUMMER.

LET ME TALE Toe HER. YoUu AND LIZ
ITT MIGHT BE EINDA
AR DARD.. LIZ 1S ARE BEST FRIEMDPS! You SHOOLEMT

AT ME FoR PITEHIMNG
HER AT THE PANCE.

ToTALLY : REALLY.
MY FAUQLT. y W - i T JUST MEED To —

MEET ME AT LIZ’S LOCKER
IN TWENTY MINUTES!
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OH, CALLIE! T wAS
LookinG FOR Tou. 4

I, TP SOREY IF IT- T MADE THE MISTAEE
TEEATEDR You KEIRDLY oF TELLING GREG T

LIEEDR YO, hﬁn,.._i_/

LANE THEM )KHEM You &GOS =ISSED, T WAS S0
MaR AT Hiv THAT T Took 1T cuT ol You.

> WHICH WASKMT

REALLYT FAIR

HARD FEELINGS,
OEAYT
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NEEDED To HEAR SOMETHING
LikE THAT ToraY.

MATEBE WE CoulD Tal
ABoUT THIS SoME
. __ oTHER TIME?

THAMES For TELLIMNG ME THAT
You., . wELL, Y'atow. T =iNe oF

BUT T JUST... EVEERY THING HAS
BEEMN S0 COMFUSING LATELY.

]

CEAT, OEAT. YouU RonT
HNEEPR To PUSH ME.

I WASKN'T GolkG To
STAY MaAD AT cALLIE
FOREVER.

UL

==—roni

T JUST waNTER To MAKE
HER SQUIRM A LITTLE.




You ARE THE BEST
FRIEME EVER.

MEETIMNG.

Sooo! WE SHoULD
FROBABLY HEAD OVER
To THE STAGE CEREW

s YoUuR aRoTHER
JoWIMNE 05, JESSET

T oM’ T
THIMNE HED WARNT
To IMFPOSE...

EH -- You Twe HAVE EARNEDR
YOUR WINEGS. TT'S Cool
IF HE waMNTS To CoME.

T wWAKMT A YSET oUT oF JAIL FREEY
CARR IF T EVER FALL HEADR OVER

HEELS FoR THE WRoNG &i/
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LET’S SEE IF T &AK
COoMVINCE LOEEM Te MOVE THE
MEETING Lol-ATIoN...
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C T T 1T 1T 1T T T &=

CAN T FROFPOSE To THE BEST STAGE CEEW EVER.
A TOASTT You ALL 2ID A FANTASTIC. JoB THIS
YEAR, AND M REALLY GoING
Te MISS You GUTYS.




SINCE M GRADPUDATIMNG,
T HEER TS RELOMMERND SOMESKE
To MR, MARPERA, Te TAKE OVER
AS STAGE MANMAGER NEXT YTEAR..,

I SAY You PROVEDR
YOURSELF MORE THAK
RORTHY THIS YEAR.

You HADR AN AMBITICUS PLAK,

Tou SAW IT THROUGEH,: AND PUT

It} ALL THE woRE. To MakE IT
AS HooD AS You ColLD,
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So Mo, LETS ToAST To oUR MEW
STAGE MAMASER.. calLLIEY

T Dom’T ENO WHAT To SAY,
Tou GUYS, EXCEPT...

T HAVE
SO MANY
IPEAS FOR =
NEXT YEAR!I A=
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

This book would not exist without my friends and instructors
from the theater, choir, and stage crew communities in

high school.

As a teenager, | took drama and choir classes, which led to
small roles in school productions of Guys and Dolls, Sweeney
Todd, Evita, and City of Angels. | sang exactly one solo line
in my four years of high school, but enjoyed being part of the
ensemble {51;1gers who p|c:|}r lots of different chﬂrﬂclers, mosﬂy
in the background or crowd scenes) so much that | did it every
chance | got.




More important than any of the parts | sang were the people
| met: singers, dancers, actors — many of them surprisingly
modest or shy! — set designers, stage managers, directors,
band members . . . every person on or behind the stage had
an important role to play, and pulling off a live show together
was thrilling.

In a way, those years of my life helped me to find my voice
and gave me a wealth of artistic material to draw from.
Callie’s experiences are different from my own, but many of
the characters and events in this story are inspired by things |
was a part of. And the talent, courage, and dedication of my
friends continue to inspire me every single day.
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on the planet.

Cassandra Pelham, David Saylor, Phil Falco, Sheila Marie
Everett, Lizette Serrano, Tracy van Straaten, Ed Masessa, and
everyone at Scholastic. You are a joy to work with.

John Green, Gurihiru, and Aki Yanagi, my dedicated
production team.

Megan Brennan and Gale Williams, my skilled production
assistants.

The Riverdale Country School, who were kind encugh to let me
photograph their theater department.

lvy Ratafia and Winter Mcleod, for their insightful notes on
the manuscript.

Sara Ryan, Dylan Meconis, Faith Erin Hicks, Hope Larson,
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during this book’s creation.

Judy Hansen, my fabulous agent.
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a kid.
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himself to my work, and cannct be thanked enough. I'm lucky
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