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INTRODUGTION

n the second millennium B.C., while the Elam nation was developing
a civilization alongside Babylon, Indo-European invaders gave their
name to the immense Iranian plateau where they settled. The word

“Iran” was derived from “Ayryana Vaejo.” which means “the origin of

the Aryans” These people were semi-nomads whose descendants
were the Medes and the Persians. The Medes founded the first Iranian
nation in the seventh century B.C.; it was later destroyed by Cyrus the
Great. He established what became one of the largest empires of the
ancient world, the Persian Empire, in the sixth century B.C. Iran was
referred to as Persia — its Greek name — until 1935 when Reza Shah, the
father of the last Shah of Iran, asked everyone to call the country Iran.

Iran was rich, Because of its wealth and its geographic location, it
invited attacks: From Alexander the Great, from its Arab neighbors to the
west, from Turkish and Mongolian conquerors, Iran was often subject to
foreign domination. Yet the Persian language and culture withstood
these invasions. The invaders assimilated into this strong culture, and in
some ways they became Iranians themselves.

In the twentieth century, Iran entered a new phase. Reza Shah decid-
ed to modernize and westernize the country, but meanwhile a fresh
source of wealth was discovered: oil. And with the oil came another inva-
sion. The West, particularly Creat Britain, wielded a strong influence on
the Iranian economy. During the Second World War, the British, Soviets,
and Americans asked Reza Shah to ally himself with them against
Germany. But Reza Shah, who sympathized with the Cermans, declared
[ran a neutral zone. So the Allies invaded and occupied Iran. Reza Shah
was sent into exile and was succeeded by his son, Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, who was known simply as the Shah.






In 1951, Mohammed Mossadeq, then prime minister of Iran, national-
ized the oil industry. In retaliation, Great Britain organized an embargo
on all exports of oil from Iran. In 1953, the CIA, with the help of British
intelligence, organized a coup against him. Mossadeq was overthrown
and the Shah, who had earlier escaped from the country, returned to
power. The Shah stayed on the throne until 1979, when he fled Iran to
escape the Islamic revolution.

Since then, this old and great civilization has been discussed mostly in
connection with fundamentalism, fanaticism, and terrorism. As an Iranian
who has lived more than half of my life in Iran, I know that this image is
far from the truth. This is why writing Fersepolis was so important to me.
I believe that an entire nation should not be judged by the wrongdoings
of a few extremists. I also don’t want those Iranians who lost their lives
in prisons defending freedom, who died in the war against Iraq, who suf-
fered under various repressive regimes, or who were forced to leave their
families and flee their homeland to be forgotten.

One can forgive but one should never forget.

Marjane Satrapi
Paris, September 2002












<3 THE VEIL

THIS IS ME WHEN | \WAS 10 AND THIS 15 4 CLASS PHOTO. I'M SITTING 0N THE FAR LEFT SO
YEARS OLD. THIS WAS IM 4280, YOU PON'T SEE ME, FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: GOLNAZE, MAHSHID,
NARINE, MINMA,

N 4339 A REVOLUTION TOOK PLACE. IT Was THEM CAME 14980: THE YEAR IT BECAME
LATER. CALLED "THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION™, CRLIGATORY TO WEAR THE VEIL AT SCHOOL.







AND ALSD BECAUSE THE YEAR BEFORE, IN 4933, WHERE BOYS AND GIRLS WERE TOGETHER,
WE WERE IN & FRENCH MON—R.E.LIGIOU‘{ SCHOOL.

THIS IS CALLER A
YCULTURAL REVOLUTION







EVERVWHERE IN THE STREETS THERE WERE DEMONSTRATIONS FOR. AND AGAINST THE VEIL.

AT OME OF THE DEMOMNSTRATIONS, A GERMAMN | wWaS REALLY PROUD OF HER. HER PHOTO WAS
JOURMNALIST TOOK A PHOTO OF MY MOTHER. PUBLISHED IN ALL THE EUROPEAN NEWSPAPERS,

L R Y |

ARD EVEH IN ONE MAGAZINE IN IRAN,
MY POTHER WAS REALLY SCARED.







-l REALLY DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO THINK ABOUT THE I WAS BORM WITH RELIGIOM.
VEIL. DEEP DOWN | 'WAS VERY RELIGIOUS BUT AS A
FAMILY WE WERE VERY MODERM AND AVANT-GARDE.

AT THE AGE OF SIX | WAS ALREADY SURE | WAS THE LAST BEFORE ME THERE HAD BEEN 4 FEW OTHERS.
PROPHET. THIS WAS & FEW YEARS BEFORE THE REVOLUTION.

e = XA

| WANTED TO BE A PROPHET.. BECAUSE MY FATHER
HAD A CADILLAC,

AND, ABOVE ALL, BECAUSE
MY GRANDMOTHER'S IKMEES
ALNAYS ACHED,







LIKE ALL MY PREDECESSORS
| HAD My HOLY BOOK.

THE FIRST THREE RULES CAME FROM ZARATHUSTRA. HE WAS
THE FIRST PROPHET IN MY COUNTRY BEFORE THE ARAB INVASION.

YOU MUST BASE
EVERYTHING ON
THESE THREE RULES:
BEHAVE WELL,
SPEAK WELL,
ACT WELL,

| LSO WANTED US TO CELEBRATE THE TRADITIONAL BEFORE THE PERSIAN NEW YEAR, NOROUZ,
ZARATHUSTRIAN HOLIDAYS. LIKE THE FIRE CEREMONY,

OM MARCH MST: THE FIRST DAY OF SPRING.

DNLY MY GRAMDMOTHER KNEW ABOUT MY BOOK. _‘i

RULE RUMBER SMK: EVERY-
BODY SHOULD HANE A Cag.

IN THAT CASE,
FLL BE YOUR FIRET

11

RULE MUMBER, SEVEM: ALL MAIDS SHOWD
EAT AT THE TABLE WITH THE 0THERS,

BLLE MUMBER EiaHT: NO OLD PER-
SOM SHOULD MAVE TO SUFFER.







EVERY NIGHT | HAR & BIG DISCUSSION WITH GOD.

YES YOU ARE,
CELESTIAL LIGHT,
YOU ARE MY
CHOICE, MY LAST
AND MY BEST
CHOICE,

GOD, GIVE ME
SOME MORE. TIME,
| AM NOT QUITE

EXCEPT FOR, MY GRANDMUTHER | WAS
CBVIDUSLY THE QALY ONE WHO BELIEVED
M MYSELF,

RN

SO PARENTS WERE CALLED M BY THE TEADER,

YOUR CHILE K>
DISTURBED. SHE \WANTS
TO BECOME A PROPHET.







HOMETHELESS, MY PARENTS
WERE PUEZLED.

t!WﬂNT TQEEADDCTC'&JI

| FELT GUILTY TOWARDS &GOD.

YOU WANT TO
BE A DOCTOR?
| THOUGHT THAT...







WE PEMONSTRATED IN THE GARDEN OF OUR HOUSE.

POWN WITH
THE KING!

DOWH WITH
THE KING!

THE YEAR OF THE RENVOLUTION | HAD TO TAKE ACTION, SO | PUT
MY PROPHETIC DESTINY ASIDE FOR A WHILE.

TODAY MY NAME IS CHE GUEVAR A,

AND | WANT TO BE TROTSKY.
o i
)]

THE REVOLUTION IS
LIKE A BICYCLE . WHEN
THE WHEELS BON'T
TURH, IT FALLS.

10







“AFTER A LONG SLEEP OF 2500 YEARS, THE REVOLUTION HAS FINALLY AWAKEMED THE PEOPLE."

"2500 YEARS OF TYRANNY AND SUBMISSION® AS MY FATHER SAID.

FIRST QUR OWN EMPERDRS.

FOLLOWED BY THE MONGOLIAN INVASION FROM —~ AN 2
THE EAST, : A _~\ l
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| KMEWW EVERYTHING ABOUT
THE CHILDREN OF PALESTINE.

ABOUT FIDEL CASTRO. i

TO ENLIGHTEN ME

EY BOUGHT BOOKS.

a> o

ABOUT THE YOUNG VIETHAMESE

KILLED BY THE AMERICANS.

BUT MY FAVORITE WAS A COMIC BODK ENTITLED
"PIALECTIC MATERIALISM >

1%

THE MATERIAL WORLD
DOESH'T EXIST, IT'S
oMLY A REFLECTION OF
OQUR 0N IMAGIHATION,







YOU MEAN THAT EVEN THOUGH
YOU SEE THIS STOME IM MY HAND
IT DOESH'T EXIST SINEE IT'S OMLY

IN YOUR, IMAGIMATIONT

N\

IT WAS FUNKY
TO SEE HOW MUCH
MARX AND GOD LOOKED
LIKE EACH OTHER.
THOUGH MARY'S HAIR
WaAS A BIT CURLIER.,

BUCH! WHAT ARE
YOU DOING, KARL, YOU
BROKE MY SKULL!

S0 YOU DOM'T WANT TO
BE A PROPHET ANYMORE?
h LET’S TALK ABOUT
[_‘- B SOMETHING ELSE.
_
2 c_

YOU THINK |
LOOK LIKE MARK? ‘

\JJ -a.
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THE DUORS HAD BEEN LOCKED

FR.OM THE OUTSIDE A& FEW

RE.

MINUTES BEFORE THE FI












TOMORROW THERE “WILL BE
AROTHER DEMONSTRATION.
CEVICUSLY! WE
CAN'T LET THINGS
LIKE THAT HAPPENM.

MAYBE I'LL BE
EVEM BETTER a5
FIDEL CASTRO !

(3
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T0 DEMONSTRATE m
' OM THE STREET! J

I 4M SICK AND
TIRED OF DOING IT
IM THE GARDEN,

FOR & REVOLUTION TO SUCCEED,
THE EMTIRE POPULATION
MUST SUPPORT IT.

YOU CAN PARTICIPATE LATER O,

d
O
gl
N

Aabd Al

COME OM,
YOU'RE GOING
TO BED HOW,
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PLEASE, - L

PLEASE, -
“ ]
AP

PLEASE,
Pl..,

THAT MIGHT HE RIDM'T COME.
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- THE WATER

s 3> =« CELL

—

MY PARENTS DEMONSTEATED EVERY DAY, l

DOWN WITH
THEKING! _

e 5 . _ 1P
Q) P2

o s -
@/ = 4

2400 )"
--\/“’f@*(’ ﬁ\kh)*@ {

AN

THINGS STARTED TO DEGENERATE.
THE ARMY SHOT AT THEM.

AFTER MARCHING AMND THROWING STONES ALl DAY, BY EVEMING

THEY HAD ACHES ALL OVER, EVEM N THEIR HEADS.
MONOEOLY! | CAN'T

= il == BELIEVE IT, HA' HA!
HEY MOM, DAD, P bariinG, we = et
LET'S PLAY / prr ol

MONOPOLY, s =/

18






COME SIT OM MY LAP,
I'LL TRY TO EXPLAIN

_ O TOLD IT TG YOu.
\\ YOU THAT?

MY TEACHER 48D
GOD HIMSELF,

3
[\

25 FOR ME, | LOVE THE KING,

) GOk DID HE DID S0! IT'S WRITTEN
MOT CHOOSE OM THE FIRST PAGE OF
THE KIMG, OUR, SCHOOLBOOK.

| THE TRUTH IS THAT 50 YEARS AGD THE FATHER OF THE SHAH, WHO WAS 4 SOLDIER, ORGANIZED A
| PUTSEH TO OVERTHROW THE EMPEROR AND INSTALL A REPUBLIC.

IF IT 1S GOD'S WILL GOD 1S WITH US REZA, GOD 1S WITH US,
L
WE WILL EEACH THE
CAPITAL M 49 Davs.
- ——

. ) AND EVEN IF
HE ISHN'T, "WHAT
CaN STOP US?

445






AT THE TIME THE REFUBLICAN IDEAL WAS POPULAR IN THE REGIOM BUT EVERYBODY INTERPRETED IT
IN HIS 0w Way,

GANDHI N MDA | ATATURK IM TURKEY

THE HIMDBUS
AND THE MUSLIMAS
MUST MAKE PEACE
TO OVERTHROW
THE BRITISH,

WE, THE TURKS,
ARE SECULAR
WESTERMNERS,
FOR. PROOF, LOCK AT
MY GREEM EYES.,

S0 THE FATHER OF THE SHAH BUT HE WASN'T . NOR WAS HE A
WANTED TO PO THE SAME. EDUCATED LIKE GANDHI, LEADER OF MEM
WHD Was A LAWYER.,. LIKE ATATURK, WHO
WAS A GEMERAL,

HE WaS AH ILLITERATE LOW-RANKING

OFFIER. A BLESSING FOR THE VERY INFLUENTIAL BRITISH WHO 00N

LEARMNED OF HIS PROTECTS,

WHAT'S THAT S0L-
DIER'S MAME AGAIN?

REZA WE SHOULD

IFAMEDIATELY ! PERSIA
IS FULL OF OIL!

%0






EMPEROR, ME?

WHEM YOU ARE EMPERDR,
YWOUR SECRETARY OF STATE
WWILL SHIME THEM FOR YOU,

WELL REZA, SHI-

NING YOUR BOOTS?
i NI BOOT S/ BUT OF COURSE,

BUT THERE ALREADY
15 &M EMPERIR!
I WANT TO CREATE
& REPUBLIC,

WHAT DO |
HAVE TO DO7

1
-

THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS
ARE AGAINST IT AND THEY'RE
RIGHT, & VAST COUNTRY LIKE

YOURS NEEDS A HOLY SYMBOL.

MY FRIEND. IT7S
MUCH BETTER THAN
BEING PRESIDENT,

YOU WILL HAVE
EVERY THING.
POWER, SHDE
SHINERS...

AND EVEN MORE.
ANYTHING Y0U
WANT IN CASH!

AMND THAT'S
HOW HE BE-
CAME KING AND
HATURALLY HiS
S0 SUCCEEDED
HIM, GOD HAS
HOTHING
WHaTSIEVER
TO DO WITH

YO TUST
GIVE Vs THE
OIL AMD WE'LL
TAKE CARE OF
THE REST.

24
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| THINK YOU ARE OLD ENOUGH
TO UMDERSTAMD CERTAIN
THINGS. YOU SHOULD KNOW...

AMDPA WAS A MCE?
GRAND? < A PRI : AT DG YoiF
MEAN THAT'S NOT

YES, AMONG ) THE 'QUESTION?
OTHERS, BUT THAT'S
MOT THE QUESTION,

THE EMPERCE THAT
WAS OVERTHRIMN WaS
GRAMDPA'S FATHER







AT THE TIME,YOUR
GRANDPA WAS 4
YOUNG Mar AND

CATED EVERY-
THING HE OWMED,

AND SINCE HIS ENTOURAGE WAS
UNEDUCATED, YOUR GRANDPA
WAS NAMED PRIME MIMISTER.

A% OF TORAY wOU ARE
MY PRIME MINISTER.

DOMN'T FORGET
THE TILES N
THE BATHROOM.,

YOUPRE PLEASED,
ARENT ¥OU? wOU HAVE
GIPLOMAS, THEY HAVE

TOBE PUT TO USE.

GO RIGHT AHEAD,
DON'T LET ANY-
THING STOP vOU.

HE HAD STUDIED IN EUROFE. HE
WaSs 4 VERY CULTIVATED MAN.
HE HAD EVEN READ MARX.,

THE WORKERS! HOW
CAN HE BELIEVE THAT
THE RABBLE CaN RULET

ONCE HE WAS SIDETRACKED FROM
HiS PRIMNCELY DESTIMNY, HE BEGAN
TO MEET INTELLECTUALS.

S0 DISTANT.

WHEN | WAS PRINCE,
ALL OF THIS SEEMED

THE BOLSHEVMIKS MAKE MIRACLES,

THE EMPERCR OF PERSIA
15 NOT REZTA SHAH BUT
THE KING OF ENGLAND,

THAT 15 REALLY
THE PROBLEM OF OUR
COUNTRY: OMLY A PRINCE
CAN ALLOW HIMSELF TO
HAVE A COMSCIEMCE.,

2%

S0 HE BECAME A COMMUMNIST.

IT HSGUSTS ME THAT PEOPLE
ARE CONDEMMED TO A BLEAK
FUTURE BY THEIR $0CIAL CLASS.
LOMG LIVE LEMIM.







SOMETIMES THEY PUT HIM IM A CELL
FILLED WITH WATER FOR HOURS .

S0 HE WAS OFTEMN
SENT TO PRISOM.

W EVERY TIME THERE WAS & KNOCK OM THE DOOR | THOUGHT
| REMEMBEE WHEM | THEY WERE COMING TO TAKE MY FATHER TO PRISON.

WaAS A sMALL GIRL...

AND ONE TIME OUT OF TWO IT WAS REALLY TRUE. YOUR, GRAMDMA AND | WENT TO VISIT HIM.

HELLD! 1S YOUR 15 YOUR. FA_;I‘HE.E
MOTHER THERE? HOME

4






ALL HIS LIFE HE
WAS IN PAIN.

THE POOR. man !
PRIS0OM HaD
DESTROYED HIS
HEALTH. HE HAD
RHEUMATISEM,

GIDDYAP!

| WAMNT TO
TAKE A BATH,

COME OM. THAT
TIME 1S PAST.

WE CAN PLAY AFTER YOUR
BATH IF YOU WANT T0.

RO! | WANT TO
TAKE A REALLY!
LOMG BATH,

THAT NIGHT | STAYED A VERY LOMG TIME IN THE BATH. | WANTED
TO KNOW WHAT IT FELT LIKE TO BE IN A CELL FILLED WITH WATER,

You DOING?

5

MY HAMNDS WERE WRINKLED
SWHEM | CAME QUT, LIKE
GRANDPA'S,







i & PERSEPOLIS

OME DAY AFTER. SCHOOL...

1MI:‘M TUD ME THAT GRANDPA HAD BEEN IN PRISON,

Hi, GO AND LOOK IN THE
GUEST RODM. THERE'S
A SURPRISE FOR YOU,

THE SHAH'S FATHER
TOOK EVERYTHING WE DWHED,
| LIVED 1M POVERTY.

MO, (A OK. AS YOV SAY,

IT WAS VERY HARD FOR ME

BUT ALSD FOR YOUR MOTHER
AND FOR YOUR, UNCLES,

IT MUST HAVE BEEN
NERY HARD ON YOU.

WHAT? YU MEAK YOU
WERE POOR TOOT

OH, YES, S0 POOR THAT WE HAD ONLY BREAD TO EAT. | 'WAS S0 ASHAMED THAT | PRETENDED TO CO0K
S0 THAT THE HEIGHBORS WOULPN'T MOTICE ANY THIMNG.

MMM MOM, 1S COOKING

SOMETHING GOOD!

COME DM! SHE IS TUST
BOILING WATER AGAIM,

e






TO SURNMIVE | TOOK IN
SEWING AND WITH LEFTOVER
MATERIAL, | MADE CLOTHES
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY.

WHY ISH'T GRANDPA
LOOK HOW WELL DRESSED THERE? WASHE IN PRISON?
WE ALL ARE IM THIS PHOTO. : .

YES, THE FATHER, OF THE SHAH
WAS VERY TOUGH BUT HIS
S0M WAS TEM TIMES WORS

YOU KNOW, MY CHILD, SINCE THE DAWH OF TIME, DYNASTIES HAVE
SUCCEEDED EACH OTHER BUT THE KINGS ALWAYS KEPT THEIR

PROMISES, THE SHAH KEPT MOME; | EEMEMBER THE DAY HE WAS
CROWHNED, HE salD:

| &AM\ THE LIGHT OF THE ARYAMS.
| WILL MAKE THIS COUNTRY
THE MOST MODERN OF ALL TIME.
DUR PEOFPLE WILL REGAIN
THEIR SPLENDOR.

2%






HE EVEM WENT TO THE GRAVE OF CYRUS THE GREAT, WHD RULED OVEE. THE ANCIENT WORLD.

@US, REST IN PEACE, WE 4RE LODKING AFTER F’E.j)a

ALL THE COUNTRY'S MONEY WEHNT INTO RIDICULOUS CELEBRA-
TIONS OF THE 2500 YEARS OF DYMNASTY AMD OTHER FRIVOLITIES... | AM SD HAPPY THAT THERE 15
ALL OF THIS TO IMPRESS HEADS OF STATE; THE POPULATION FINALLY & REVOLUTION BECAUSE
COULDN'T HAVE CARED LESS, THE SHaH...

I BOUGHT YOU SOME
SRR ook, VOu WILL SEE
\WHY THE PEOPLE

W | ARE REVOLTING,







| e ==

|:\|'E{.'vll DAUGHTER SAYS SHE 15 uumﬁ

[ L l\ PHOTO! )

f1o0)

WELL, SHE HAS!

m TO WAIT FOR

MY FATHER, HAD GOME TO TAKE SOME
PHOTOS OF THE DEMONSTRATION
BUT THIS TIME HE Was VERY LATE.

HE TOOK PHOTOS EVERY DAY, IT WAS STRICTLY FORBIDDEN. HE HAD EVEM BEEN ARRESTED OMCE

BUT ESCAPED AT THE LAST MIMNUTE,

29






WE WAITED FOR HIM FOR HOURS, THERE WAS
THE SAME SILENCE AS BEFORE A STORM.







TODAY | \WWENT TO REY PEOPLE CAME DUT CARRYIMG THE BODY OF 4 YOUNG MAM KILLED
HOSPITAL WITH MY CAMERA. BY THE ARMY. HE WAS HOMOREED LIKE A MARTYR. & CROWD

GATHERED TO TAKE HIM TO THE BAHESHTE FAHRA CEMETERY.

THEM THERE was ANOTHER CADAVER, AN OLD MAN CARRIED QUT OM A STRETCHER . THOSE WHO
DIDN'T FOLLOW THE FIRST ONE WENT OVER TO THE OLD MaN, SHOUTING REVOLUTIONARY SLOGAMS
AND CALLIMG HIM A HERD.

WELL, | WAS TAKING MY PHOT(S WHEN | NOTICED
AM OLP WOMAN NEXT TO ME. | UNDERSTOOD
THAT SHE \WAS THE WIDDW OF THE VICTIM, | HAD
SEEN HER LEAVE THE HOSPIT AL WITH THE BLDY.

WHAT? WHAT IS T ? ARE WOU A

ROYALIST?

sToRP IT!

HO, BUT MY
HUSBAND DIED

7
WHO ARE YOU? OF CANCER...

STOF IT!
STOP IT!

54






THE KING IS A KILLER! BUT HE WON'T B
A WIHHEE.II_ WE WILL CATCH wOU ONE Dav 1
AND MAKE YOU PAY!
(wHar 15 sHe sawm;) S| Lo
| Y o & 3
/ :" q. Y,

BECAUSE THE WIROW STARTED
DEMONSTRATING WITH THEM,

IF | DIE NOW
&T LEAST

1 WiLL BE

A MARTWRIN

| REALIZED THEN THAT | PIDN'T
UMDERSTAMD ANYTHIMG. | READ

CADAVER,, CANCER, . ALL THE BOOKS | COULD.
PEATH, MURDERER.

LAUGHTER? ) | Ha

L]

.
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I'D MEVEE, REEAD A5 MUCH AS MY FAYORITE AUTHDE WAS ALl ASHEAF DAEVISHF&N, A KING OF
| DI DURIMNG THAT FERIOD. LOCAL CHARLES DICKEMNS. | WENT TO HIS CLANPESTINE BOOK-SIGNING
WITH MY MOTHER.

FER ME FRIEND ---~ WHY DOES HE SPEAK LIKE THAT?

) ay
KOURDSH IF’ @ ‘,. IT"S JUST HIS

KUEDISH ACCENT.

HE TOLD SAD BUT TRUE LEILA \WOVE CARPETS AT AGE FIVE, HASSAN, THREE YEARS oLp,
STORIES: REFA BECAME A CLEAMNED CAR WINDOWS,
PORTER AT THE AGE OF TEM.

GET DOWN FROM
THERE, STUPID!

w v
o

| FINALLY UMDERSTOOD Wil |
FELT ASHAMED TO SIT IN MY THE REASOM FOR, fAY SHAME BUT NOW THAT |
FATHER'S CADILLAC. AMD FOR THE REVOLUTION IS THINK OF IT.. WE HAVE
THE SAME: THE DIFFEREMCE A MAID AT HOME ™
BETWEEN S0CIAL CLASSES.

%






THIS 15 MEHRI,

SHE WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD WHEN SHE HAD TO LEAVE HER
FARENTS' HOME TO COME TO WORK FOR US, JUST LIKE REZA,

LEILA AND HASSAM.

w& HAVE TOD MANY CHILPREN,
l-r OR. 45 INCLUDING HER ,

WE WILL TAKE
CARE OF HER.

X2

SHE WAS JUST TEN YEARS GLD WHEN
| WS BORM.. SHE TOOK CARE OF ME.

/™

M, %

D SHE ALWAYS FINISHED
\-’ FOOD.

]

3%

SHE ALSD TOLD ME STORIES ABOUT JACkALS THAT SCARED ME.

AMDIT Came CLOSER!
AHD IT CAME CLOSER!

IM OTHER WORDS, WE GOT ALONG WELL.

EL






AT THE BEGINNING OF THE RENDLUTION, IN
4938, SHE FELL IMN LOVE WITH THE HEIGHBOR'S

SON. SHE WAS SIXTEEN YEARS OLD.
S [

EVERY NIGHT THEY LOOKED
AT EACH OTHER FROM THE
WINDOW OF MY ROOM.,

UNTIL THE DAY HE
SLIPPED HER A LETTER,

LIKE MOST PEASANTS, SHE DIDN'T KNOW HOW
TO READ AMD WRITE...

MY MOTHER HAD TEIER TO TEACH HER BUT
APPAREMTLY SHE Was MOT VERY TALENTED.

SO LETS REPEAT. M AS iP«L..)

CARROT!

MY DEAR HOSSEIN,

I MIss YOO A LOT.

IT HAS BEEN THREE
PAYS SINCE | SAW
YU AT THE WINDOW.
| OFTEN TALK ABOUT
YOU TO MY SISTER.

| WaAS VERY DEVOTED.

(23






MEHRI HAD 4 REAL SISTER, ONE
YEAR YOUNGER, “WHD \WORKED
AT MY UMCLE'S HOUSE.

YOU KNDW, | HAVE A FIANCE,

&
- g

2.

IT'S HiMLIN
FROMT OF THE
TV. ISH'T HE

HAHDSOME?

AFTER A FEW VISITS, SHE
FELL IN LOVE WITH HIM TOO.

HER TEALOUSY WAS MORE THAN SHE COULD BEAR AND SHE TOLD MEHRI'S STORY TO MY UNCLE, WHD
TOLD IT T0 MY GRANDMA, WHO TOLR IT TO MY MOM, THAT 1S HOW THE STORY REACHED MY FATHER. ..

wWWHO DECIDED TO CLARIFY
THE SITUATION.

NEIGHEOR,

I WOULD LIKE

TO HAVE & FEW
WORDS WITH

0K, I'LL GET

STRAIGHT TC THE
POINT: | KNOW THAT
MEHRI PRETEMNDS

SHE 1S MY DAVGH-
TER. IN REALITY
SHE IS MY MAID,

36







WITHOUT AMY HESITATION, HOSSEIN GAVE ALL
THE LETTERS HE HAD RECEIVED TO MY FATHER!

BUT THIS
15 MARTI'S
HAMD-
WWRIT MG

TO COMTINUE
SEEING HER?

o ; WOU MUST UNDERSTAMD THAT
TELL MEWHAT THEIR LOVE WAS wvossmej

BECAUSE IM THIS COUNTRY
YOU MUST STAY WITHIM
YOUR OWHN soClal CLASS,

WHEN | WWENT BACK TO HER RODM SHE WAS
BUT IS IT HER FAULT DaD, ARE YOU CRYING. WE WERE MNOT IN THE SAME SOCIAL CLASS

THAT SHE WaS BORN FOR OR AGAINST
WHERE SHE WAS S0CIAL CLASSES? BUT AT LEAST WE WERE IN THE SAME BED.

BORNT??

3






WHEM | FINALLY UNDERSTOOD
THE REASONS FOR THE REVD- ";’m&g‘.‘“
LUTION | MADE MY DECISION, v

PON'T WORRY!
WE ARE GOING

FOR OMCE SHE DIDN™T
IHSIST OM COMING

/
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S0 THE MEXT paY..

| TAKE CARE! )

MEHRI, DON'T FORGET TO
C00K HER SOME CHICKEN,

YES, MADAM.
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FOR & FEW MOMTHS, HE ACTUALLY DID TRY: HE TESTED A DOZEN PRIME MINISTERS,

A FREEMASON? | [ YOU REM’"EU T00 |7 i
: \ l THEM T0O T00 SHORT! .
Em-r S NOT THEM T w SHOR: ﬂw5£VWm

SUITABLE. l ‘ FATHER!

THE MORE HE TRIED i;?‘Ef*-'lE?C-F?q!ﬁ-l.‘T“ll"l THE MORE HIS
STATUES WERE TORMN DOWN,

—_
* %
L]

"

' P
E
PULL A LITTLE
MORE TO THE LEFT,

WE WILL
NEVER FOR-
GET YOU!

4






THE DAY HE LEFT, THE COUNTRY HAD THE BIGGEST CELEBRATION OF ITS ENTIRE HISTORY.
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JIMMY CARTER, THE PRESIDENT IT LOOKS LIKE CARTER
OF THE UNITED STATES, REFUSED HAS FORGOTTEN
TO GIVE REFUGE TO THE m;;y HIS FRIEMDS. ALL

IT'S ANWAR AL-SADAT WHO

WILL ACCEPT HIM IN HIS COUNTP:‘:’J

SHAH AND HIS FAMILY, THAT IMTERESTS
- HiM 15 oL

IN ANY CASE, &5 LONG
AS THERE IS OIL IN THE
MIDDLE EAST WE WILL

HE 15 THE PRESIDENT OF EGYPT, THEY'VE BEEN MEVER HAVE PEACE,

RIEMNDS FOR, A LING
TIME, THEY BOTH
BETRAYED THE
COUNTRIES OF QUR
REGION BY MaKING
A PACT WITH IBRAEL,

MAYBE SADAT WELCOMED
THE SHAH BECAUSE HIS FIRST
LET'S TALK ABOUT WIFE WAS EGYPTIANM,
SOME THING ELSE .

LET'S EMIOY DUR MHOW THAT
MEW FREEDOM! THE DEVIL

HAS LEFT!
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AFTER ALL THIS TOY, &4 MATOR
MISFORTUNE TOCK FLACE: THE
SLHOOLS, CLOSED DURING THIS
PEEIOD, REQPENED AND...

CHILDREN, TEAR OUT
ALL THE PHOTOS OF THE
SHAH FROM YOUR, BOOKS.

SATRAPI! YOU
SHOULDN'T a4y
THINGS LIKE

THAT. STAND
IN THE CORMER.!

BUT SHE WAS THE ONE
WHO TOLD US THAT THE
SHAH WAS CHOSEN BY GOD!

TEACHER!
SHE SAYS
THAT THE
SHAH was
CHOSEN BY

LOOK! & BULLET ALMOST HIT MY
WIFE'S CHEEK. LIBERTY 1S PRICELESS.

(HELLO DEAR NeiGHBORS.

(Hero)
|

HELLO! ALL
THOSE DEMON-

WERE REALLY
TIRING BUT
WE FiNaLLY
SUCCEEDED,

- -

WHAT MERVE! SHE
ALWAYS HAD THAT
NASTY SPOT, IF WE
WEREN'T MEIGHBORS,
HE WOULD HAVE Sa1b
SHE'S A MARTYR
RAISED FROM THE DEAD.

MY FATHER $AYS

RAMIM'S FATHER

WAS IM THE SAVAK®

HE KILLED & MILLION
PEOPLE.

»
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* SECEET POLICE OF THE SHAH'S REGIME.
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MY IDEA WAS TO PUT MAILS BETWEEN DUR FINGERS LIKE AMERICAN
IN THE MNaME OF THE BRASS KNUCKLES AND TO ATTACK RAMIM,

DEAD MILLION, WE'LL
TEACH RAMIN A GOOP
LESSON. | HAVE AN IDEA..,

! PHORIA. .
BUT MY MOTHER ARRIVED IN THE MIDDLE OF OUR EUPHORIA..| o T ArT oy A,
- TO MAIL RAMIM? GET INTO THE
S0 KIDS, gﬂ;ijl{;ﬂf;‘ﬁ, WE ARE GING TO BEAT UP RAMN) CAR, | HAVE & BETTER SOLUTION.

WHAT ARE
YOU UP TO?

WHERE Bl WHAT WOULD
YOU FIND THE WU SAY IF I
NAILS? MAILED YOUR

EARS TO THE
WALL?

IM DAB'S
ToOL B80X!

ug






FLL LET IT GO THIS TIME.
BUT DON'T DO IT AGAIN,

BUT MOM, RAMIN'S
FATHER KILLED...

HIS FATHER DID IT, BUT
IT'S HOT RAMIN'S FAULT.

ARYWAY T 1S

HAVE TO LEARN
TO FORGIVE,

NOT FOR YOU VOUR. FATHER IS A
AND ME TO DO MURDERER. BUT TS
JUSTICE. I'D MOT YOUR FAULT,
EVEN SAY WE SO | FORGIVE YOU.

HE IS NOT & MURDERER!
HE KILLED COMMUNISTS
AND COMMUNISTS

ARE EVIL.

MOM, | SPOKE TO
RAMIN, HE SAYS

HIS FATHER DID THE
RIGHT THING IN

MY GOV HE REPEATS WHAT THEY
TELL HIM, HE WL UNDERSTAND LATER. ..

YU HAVE TO FORGIVE!

You
HAVE TO
FORGIVE!

| HAD THE FEELING OF BEING SOMEDNE REALLY,
REALLY GOOD,

ug






sha THE HEROES

THE POLITICAL PRISONERS WERE LIBERATED A FEW DAYS LATER. THERE WERE 3000 OF THEM.

SlaMAK Jar] MOHSEM SHAKIBA

BOR.N
FEBRUARY 20, 1945

BORM
NOVEMBER. 22, 1943

IN LURIST AN IN RACHT
PROFESSION: PROFESSION:
TOURMNALIST REEVOLUTIONARY
CRIME: WROTE CRIME;

SUBVERSIVE ARTICLES
IN THE KEYHAN

REVOLUTIONARY

DATE OF IMPRISONMENT :
DATE OF IMPRISONMENT @ APRIL 419F4
TULY 4933
EELEASED: MARCH 4939
RELEASED: MARCH 19319
POLITICAL COMVICTION;
POLITICAL COMVICTION COPMMUNIST

COMMUNIST

yr






| HAD HEARD ABOUT SIAMAK
EVEM BEFORE THE REVOLUTION.
HE \WAS THE HUSBAND OF MY
MOTHER'S BEST FRIEMD.

HOW LONG SINCE
YO HAD ANY
MNEWS ABOUT HIM?

BRING LALY WITH YOU
AND COME BY TODAY.
WE'LL TALK ABOUT IT.

LALY Was SIAMAK'S DAUGHTER.,

WHERE IS YOUR FATHER?
ON &

TRIP.

PON'T YOU KNOW THAT
WHEM THEY KEEP SAaYIMNG
SOMECNE IS ON A TRIPIT
REALLY MEANS HE IS DEAD?

MARJI 54YS...
THAT DADDY...
1S DEAD!

AT LEAST
THAT Was
THE CASE WITH

MY GRANDPA.

uE

MNOBODY WILL ACCEPT THE TRUTH.







AFTER THE REVOLUTION | REALIZED
THAT YOU COULD BE MISTAKEN, WHAT DOES YOU'LL S00N
we Lok Like? IR FIND 0UT.
TOPAY IS A GREAT DAY, e
DARLING. WEVE INVITED ~ v
LALY'S FATHER AND
MOHSEN. THEY BOTH @
JUST LEFT PRISOM,

&
“,
by,

I"PA S0 HAPPY THAT YOU . AMND THIS MUST BE
ARE BACK..| DON'T KMNOW NYTHING, MARJL LORD! THE

WHAT TO SAY... : LAST TIME | SAW
HER SHE Was ONLY
THREE YEARS OLD.

SRR,

¥

TIME 15 IRRETRIEVABLE.
WHEN THEY ARRESTED ME,
LALY BARELY SPOKE AND NOW
SHE IS 4 REAL YOUNG LADY,

u3






MDHSEN! FOR, GOD'S SAKE! ME DEAD? WHAT A TOKE! IN PRISON THEY
| THOUGHT “OU WERE DEAD, CALLED ME THE MAM WITH SEVEM LruEs.

[k °

YOU REMEMBER THE DAY

THEY PULLED OUT MY MAILS?

THEY HAVE GROWN BACK

SIMCE. NOT IM A NORMAL WAY..,
EACH OTHER? BUT AT LEAST | HAVE THEM,

—

@1

(i)

LOOK! OM YOUR SOLES
THERE ARE NERVES THAT
LEAD DIRECTLY TO THE BRAIN,

REAL SCIENTISTS !
THEY KMEW EACH PART
OF THE BODY. THEY

KNEW WHERE TO HIT!

QUR TORTURERS RECEIVED
SPECIAL TRAIMING FROM THE ClA

g0






NG T MENTION PUTTING 0UT THEIR. &1 r;w Pagbamg WERE S0
GARETTES (4 DUR BACKS, AND THIGHS.. HOCKED...

HEY WHIPPED ME WITH THICK ELEC-
TRIC CABLES S0 MUCH THAT THIS
LOOKS LIKE ANYTHING BUT A FOOT.

4/

i

&

gese
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AMY NEWS OF AHMADI... AHMAD! WAS ASSASSINATED, AS A MEMBER OF THE GUERILLAS, HE
AHMADI? SUFFERED HELL. HE ALWAYS HAD CYANIDE ON HIM IN CASE HE WAS ARRESTED,
BUT HE WAS TAKEM BY SURPRISE AWND UNFOETUMATELY HE HEVER HAD A
& ' CHAMCE TO USE IT... 50 HE SUFFERED THE WORST TORTURE....
¢ o W
e
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THAT THEY FORGOT TO SPARE
ME THIS EXPERIENCE...

CONFESS!
WHERE ARE
THE OTHERS!

[ THEY BURNED HIM WITH AN IRON.

| HEVER

IMAGINED
2 THAT
qﬂ YOU COULD
USE THAT

AFPLIANCE
FOR TORTURE.

£4






IN THE END HE wWas CUT TO PIECES.

HE "Was IN MY
%;:32&2‘{7‘5% BUT YOU HAVE TO apmiT
! . | WASN'T COMPLETELY
WWEONG WHEM | S4ID HE

WAS NOT OM A TRIP.

IT'S & GOOD THIMG
THEY DIDH'T KILL YOUR
FATHER IH PRISON

"
]

e
]

MY FATHER WaS MOT A HERD,
MY PAOTHER WANTED TO KILL
PEDPLE...S0 | WENT QUT TO

PLAY IM THE STREET.

ALL TOATURERS SHOULD
BE MASSACRED!

MAYBE, BUT MY
FATHER IS A HERO!

£z






| HAVE. [MAGINA-
TION TO0.. THE
MUST ACHE-OM-
FIRE TORTURE
COMNSISTS OF
PULLING 0N THE
TW0 SIDES OF
THE UPPER LIP.

THE MOUTH FILLED
WITH (ARBAGE,

THOSE STORIES HAD GIVEN ME NEW IDEAS FOR GAMES,

THE CaE WHO LOSES
WILL BE TORTURED

£}
0

e

e
oAy
ALL

]

i
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BACK AT HOME THAT EVEMING, | HAD BUT IT DIDN'T LAST. |
THE DIABDLICAL FEELING OF POWER... WAS IVERWHELMED. DOM'T CRY DARLING. THEY WILL
PAY FOR WHAT THEY HAVE DONE.

g, T .
e
i
L2320
SEa Ay

| DIDN'T KKMOW WHAT JUSTICE WAS. MOW THAT THE
REVOLUTION WAS FINALLY OVER OMNCE AND FOE ALL,
| ABANDONED THE DIALECTIC MATERIALISM OF vy
COMIC STRIFS. THE OMLY PLACE | FELT SAFE WAS
IN THE ARMS OF MY FRIEND |

BAD PEOFLE ARE
DANGEROUS BUT
FORGIVIMNG THEM 1S
TOO. DON'T WORRY,
THERE IS TUSTICE
CH EARTH.

£%






SO MY FATHER WAS HOT
A HERD.

ﬁs ENERYTHING ALL RIGHT, mm?}

IF ONLY HE HAD BEEN IM PRISON.

THEY CUT MY DAD'S LEG
OFF, BUT HE STILL DIDN'T
CONFESS!... SO THEY CUT
OFF AM ARM AS WELL,

LUCKILY, ONE DAY THEY TOLD
ME ABDUT MY UNCLE ANOOSH.

AND | HAD A HERD IN MY
FAMILY... NATURALLY |
LOVED HIM IMMEDIATELY.

WHY DON'T YOU COME
AND LIVE WITH US7?

THE OMLY OME OF MY FATHER'S BROTHERS | HAD NEVER MET,
BECAUSE HE HAD BEEM IN PRISON. AMND MOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME
IN 30 YEARS, MY GRANDMA WAS REUNITED WITH HER. SIX CHILDREN.

SUCH A SWEET CHILD! I'LL
SLEEP HERE TOMIGHT AMD
TELL YOU STORIES.

LATER MARTI,
LATER.,

L]






DCON'T BOTHER HIM
T0O MUCH, HES TIRED.,

0K, HERE GOES: | WAS 18 YEARS
OLD WHEN MY UNCLE FEREYDOON
AMD HIS FRIENDS PROCLAIMED

THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE IRANIAN
PROVINCE OF AZERBAJAN...

FEREYDOOM ELECTED HIMSELF
MINISTER OF TUSTICE OF
THIS HEW LITTLE EEPLUBLIC,

L GENTLEMEN, JUSTICE 1S
| THE BASIS OF DEMOCRACY.
| 4L MEN SHOULD BE EQUAL
[| IN THE EYES OF THE LAW.

o=
3%

%, I}/ i1y l\\.@

MY IDEAS WERE THE SAME 45
HIS BUT YOUR GRAMDFATHER,
REMAIMED FAITHFUL TO THE
SHAH.

| BECAME FEREYDOON'S SECRETARY.

IT WAS A TIME OF DREAMS AND
EMTHUSIAS M.,

OME RIGHT | HAD A
TERRIBLE NIGHTMARE:
DEAD PEOPLE, BLOOD...

MY SOM, A TRAITOR!
G0 AWAY aND

TOIN UP WITH MY
IDIOTIC BROTHER!

\

AZERBAITAN IS OMLY THE
BEGINMIMNG. WE ARE GOING
TO FREE IRAN PROVINCE BY
PROVINCEM

| HAD TO SEE FEREYDOON.

THE NEXT MOEMING, | WAS SO TORMENTED,

GOOD GOD!
FEREYDOON!
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| WANTED TO DO SOMETHING. ., BUT
HERE WAS NOTHING | COULD DO...THEY

FOR DAYS AND DAYS | WALKEDR THREOUGH THE FALLING SNOW.

| CROSSED THE ALBORZ MOUNTAIMS TO FIMD REFUGE AT MY
ARRESTED HIM AND | RAN AWAY. PARENTS' HOUSE M ASTARA,

| WAS HUNGRY, | ‘WAS COLD, BUT | CONTINUED,

| WAS HEARLY DEAD WHEH |
ARRIVED.

AT THIS HOUR?

SE

MY GOD! WHAT S GOING ON7 WHAT 1S HE
ANDOSH! WHD'S BOTHERING US DOING HERE ?

SWHY DIDM'T HE
STAY WITH HIS
NICE UMCLE?

COMAE
QUICKLY!

IT'S OUR
SON ANDDSH!
HE Has
FAINTED!






YU ALWAYS SAY THE RIGHT THING OH MY GOD...

AT THE RIGHT TIME! HELP ME HOW! MY SON, MY

BUT THE SHAH'S POLKCE WERE
LOOKING FOR. ME. | WAS NOT
SAFE WITH MY PARENTS.
S0 | DECIPED TO (0 INTO EXILE.

PEAR. SOM...

(e AN

IT'S 4 8IT
LATE TO
SHOW YOUR
AFFECTION!

| Sas ACROSS THE ARAS RIVER WHAT
AMD SRRIVED IN THE US.5.R. HAPPENED TO
YOUR UNCLE
HOLY FEREYDOONT
SMOKE! I
LALY"S DAD
HASM'T EVEN
BEEN TO THE

| LEARMNED THAT HE KMNEW THE SHAH'S ARMY WAS COMING
TO ARREST HIM, HE COULD HAVE RUN AwaY LIKE MOST OF HIS
FRIEMDS DID. BUT HE DECIDED TO STAY.

ALL 15 LOST. | AM AT YOLIE
PMERCY, GENTLEMEN,

cF







AT THE TIME HE HAD A GIRLFRIEND WHO
WAS [MVOLVED IM HIS POLITICAL MOVE-
MENT. A GIRL FROM 4 600D FaMILY.

FEREYDOOM,
WOU HAVE
A VISITOR.

/

YES, | PAID
THE GUARD,
HE WON'T
BOTHER US.

YOU KNOW WHAT [T IS LIKE
TO BE AN UNMARRIED MOTHER
IN THIS COUNTRY, vOU WILL BE
SHUNMED, LIFE WiLL BE HELL.

| DOM'T CARE. LET'S
JAAKE A CHILD,

| P GOENG TO BE EXELUTED TOMIREDW,

SHE BECAME PREGNANT THAT
VERY MIGHT AND LEFT FOR
SWITZERLAND SO00N AFTER., | KMOW
THAT SHE HAD A SO, | HEARD
HE LOOKS & LOT LIKE HIS FATHER,

58

LET'S MAKE A CHILD,

| KNOW, | WANT &
LIVING MEMMORY OF YOU.

ARE. NGU ALRIGHT 7

HAVE. OTHER,
STORIES LIKE
THAT ?

FLL MAKCE YOU A HOT CHOCOLATE.,







[/r-‘a?s'r | WENT TO LENINGRAD, THEN
TO MOSCOW, WHERE | BECAME
A STUDENT, | HAVE A POCTORATE|

| IN MARXISM-LENINISM.

~

WHAT 7 YOU KNOW AB0UT THAT?

| READ THE COMMIC
Ay BOOK VERSION,
.:7,}, = “-’

LATER | MARRIED AND
HAD TwQ CHILDREMW, TWO
GIRLS. LODIK...

SHE WAS MY WIFE,
WE ARE DIVORCED,

0K, BUT WHY IS5 HER
HEAD SCRATCHED QUT?
AN

Y

RUSSIANS AREN'T LIKE US...

WHAT 7 DON'T THEY
HAVE HEADS?

£3

WHY DOESN'T THE
LAPY HAVE A HEAD?

IT’S HEARTS THEY DON'T HAVE,
THEY BOM'T KMOW HOW TO LOVE,






AFTER THE SEPARATION, | FELT VERY LONELY, | MISSED MY COUNTRY, | PECIDED TO &0 HOME. | GOT
MY PARENTS, MY BROTHERS. | DREAMT ABOUT THEM OFTEM. A FALSE PASSPORT AND
DISGUISED MYSELF,

THEY PUT ME IN PRISON FOR
HNIMNE YEARS,

HEY! ¥0U WITH
T ARD BETTER
et THAN LALY'S

FATHER!

THEY SAY Y0U WEEE
TORTURED TERRIBLY, LIKE
SIAMAK, LALY'S FATHER.

“fg HE TOLD IT | TELL YOU ALL THIS

TOMOM AND | BECAUSE IT'S IMPORTANT

HEARD HIM. 3 - THAT YOU KNOW, OUR
FAMILY MEMORY MUST HOT
BE LOST. EVEM IF IT'S MOT
EASY FOR YOU, EVEN IF YOU
DON'T UNDERSTAND IT ALL.

YOUR, FATHER TOLD
YOU THAT?

PON'T WORRY,
I'LL MEVER
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AKD MOW IT'S TIME HERE, TAKE THIS SWAN PLEASAMT DEEAMS.
| MADE IM PRISON. OUT
OF BREAD,

THERE ARE LOTS
OF HER.QES M MY
FAMILY, MY
GRANDFA WAS IN
PRISOM, MY UNCLE
AMNOOSH TO0: FOR.

NIMNE YEARS! HE
WWAS EVEM IM THE
USSR, MY GREAT-
UHCLE FEREYDOON
PROCLAIMED A
DEMOCRATIC STATE
AND HE WAS...

61






§838" THE SHEEP

DURIMNG THE TIME AMOOSH STAYED WITH US =

| HEARD POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS OF THE HIGHEST IT'S NOT IMPORT ANT. EVERYTHING

ORDER. WILL TURN DUT FINE, IN & COUNTRY
WHERE HALF THE POPULATION IS

ILLITERATE YOU CANNDT UNITE
IT'S INCREDIBLE. THE REVOLUT 0K i AR
IS A LEFTIST REVOLUTION AMND L PEs ALl X AHE

THE REPUBLIC WaNTS T0 B2 ONITE THER 16 NATINALSH
CALLED 1SLAMIC.,

0 A RELIGICUS ETHIC ...

BUT THE RELIGIOUS

LEADERS DOM'T OH TV THEY 94y
KMOW HOW T THAT 99.99% OF THE
GOVERN, THEY POPLLATIM VOTED FOR
WILL RETURN TO THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC,

TS INEVITABLEM
THAT'S JUST
WHAT LEMIN
EXPLAINED 1M
“THE STATE AND
THE REVOLUTION.

DID YOU HEAR THAT, ANOOSH 7 DO YOU REALIZE HOW
IGNORANT OQUR PEOPLE ARE 7 THE ELECTIONS \WERE
FAKED AMD THEY BELIEVE THE RESULTS: 99.99%1 as
FOR ME, | DON'T KMNOW A SINGLE PERSON WHO VOTED
FOR THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC, WHERE DIP THAT FIGURE
COME FROM? FROM THEIR ASSES, THAT'S WHERE!
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MY DAD SaYS NOBODY
REALIFES THE DANGER.

SO WHEN ARE YOU LEANINGT

A

BUT THE UNITED I YEAH,.THAT

STATES IS WOULD BE NICE.

TERRIFIC! YOU'LL
FINALLY SEE BRUCE
LEE IN PERSON!

HE'S GOWG TO THE UNITED STATES !

TO THE UNITED STATEST WHYT

MY PARENTS S4Y IT'S IMPOS-
SIBLE TO LIVE UNDER AN ISLAMIC
REGIME, IT'S BETTER TO LEAVE,

BUT THE RELIGIUS LEADERS ARE
VERY STURID, THEY WON'T LAST,

k

1M ABOUT A MONTH,

| THINK | REALLY LIKED THIS BOY...

T,
e

(

T
o

b

ACTUALLY | LIKED HIM VERY, VERY MUCH,

IT WAS THE END OF THE WORLD ..







AFTER MY FRIEND'S DEPARTURE, 4 GOOD PART OF MY FAMILY ALSD LEFT THE COUNTRY.

FLIGHT 6302 TO
LOS ANGELES
GATE 26,
NOW BOARDING
FLIGHT 6302 T0
LOS ANGELES

S0 THAT | CAN BECOME
A TAXI DRIVER AND YOU
A CLEAMING LADY ?

WORRY.
EVERNOME
WHO LEFT
WiLL EOME
BACK. THEYRE
JusT AFRAID
OF CHAMGE,







GON'T BE TATI! IT'S ”

LIKE THIS WITH ALL D4} IT'5 FOR YOU'!

REVOLUTIONS. THIS WHAT'S
15 JUST & TRANSI- ?
TIOMAL PERIOD... s G

IT% MOHSEN,

HE'S BEEN FOUMD
GEAD, DROWNED...

il HIS
BATHTUE.

MY MOTHER WAS RIGHT TO BELIEVE IT WAS
MURDER... WHEN THEY FOUND HIS BODY, ONLY
MURDERERS! HIS HEAD WAS UNDERWATER. EVERYTHING WiLL

MURDERERS! BE ALRIGHT !
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WE
3 ARE THE
DELIVERERS

oF

DIVIME
TUSTICE!

/ \

HIS SISTER \WAS EXECUTED IN HIS PLACE,

7=\

DO YOU KNOW WHERE SIAMAK AND HIS FAMILY ARE NOW?

MO MORE THAM

YOU DO, BUT THEY

MUST SURELY &
HAVE HIDDEN r
SOMEWHERE 4

A FLOCK OF SHEEP.

LATER OM WE LEARNED THEY CROSSED THE BORDER. HIDDEM AMOMG

(13

EVERNTHING WILL BE
ALRMGHT...







AND THAT IS HOW ALL THE FORMER
REVOLUTIDNARIES BECAME THE
SWORN ENEMIES OF THE REPUBLIC.

WHAT ? WASH'T HE
SUPPOSED TO COME?

HE WENT
BACK TO

HE HAD TO LEAVE GUICK-§
LY... HIS WIFE CA

HIM. HE ASKED ME TO
TELL YOU GOODBYE...

TALK TOHIS WIFE.

OH MO' THAT OLD TALE ABDUT BEING ON A TRIP HAD COME BACK...

DARLING! DID YOU HAVE
& GOOD DAY AT C.-CFML?

DOM'T YOU WANT

WHY DIGN'T HE
TO EAT A LITTLE? T
You
MUST BE
HUNGRY, 000

TO ME?

HE WAS N A m"’;
A Bl HURRY,







MEED TO TALK.
GOD, DON'T LET
HIM BE DEAD
o

<

P

(ﬁ-ﬁ. TRUTH 15, THEY HAVE ARRESTED ANDD‘.H'

B

DaDBY.
‘ YES, MY BABY. J‘

AMOODSH Has
THE RIGHT

TO OMLY ONE
VISITOR, AMD
IT'S WOU HE
WAaNTS TO

€2






WHAT 4 BEAUTIFLL DRESS!

YOU KMNOW, YOU HAVE
HONORED ME WITH
YOUR VISIT 7

YOU ARE THE LITTLE
GIRL | ALWAYS
WANTED TO HAVE.

s HERE! | MADE YOU
=2 ANOTHER BREAR-SWAN.
o L S0l 175 THE UNCLE OF
THE FIRST ONE.

e N

BUT YOUILL SEE! OME
DAY THE PROLET ARIAT
WiLL RULE!
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THAT WAS MY LAST MEETING WITH MY BELOVED ANOOSH...







AND 50 | WAS LOST, WITHOUT AMNY BEARINGS... WHAT COULD BE WORSE THAN THAT ?

MAR3Ji, RUN TO

THE BASEMENT!

WE 'RE BEING
BOMBED!

IT WAS THE BEGINMING OF THE Wag.,

34






THEY'VE CCCUPIED
THE U5, EMBASSY !

WHD B0 YOU THINKR T THE FUNDA- _1
MEMTALIST STUGENTS HAVE TAKEN
THE AMERICANS HOSTAGE!N

THEY CALL IT A MEST
OF SFIES.™ Ha HA! vou'D
THIMK IT wWas A JAMES
BOMD MAOVIE.

MAYBE, BUT NOW
ND ONE CAN GO
TO THE UMITED
STATES.

WWAY, THE AMERICA —| S0, MY GREAT DREAM WENT P
( ARe wﬁwgi, ERICANS IN SMOKE. | WOULDN'T BE ABLE
TO &GO TO THE UNITED STATES.

THINK ABOUT IT.
N EMBASSY,
NO ViGA !

1z

KAVEH, THEY CLOSED THE WS,
EMBASSY TODAY. | WON'T BE
ABLE TO COME AND SEE YOU...

THE DREAM WASK'T THE USA,
IT WAS SEEING MY FRIEND KAVEH,
WHD HAD LEFT TO GO LIVE IN THE
STATES A YEAR EARLIER.







AND THEN SOME DAYS LATER....

THE MIMISTERY
OF EDUCATION HAS
DECREED THAT
UNIVERSITIES “WiLL
CLOSE AT THE EMD
OF THE MONTH.

THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND WHAT
IS WRITTEM IM SCHODL BOOKS, AT ALL
LEVELS, ARE DECADENT, EVERY THING
HEEDS TO BE REVISED TO EMSURE THAT
QUR CHILDREN ARE MOT LED ASTRAY
Lmom THE TRUE PATH OF ISLAM,

OF COURSE
OF COURSE !

THAT'S WHY WE'RE CLOSING
ALL THE UMIVERSITIES FOR A
WHILE. BETTER TO HAVE WO
STUDENTS AT ALL THAN TO
EDUCATE FUTURE IMPERIALISTS,

M\l =,

L A4

THUS, THE UNIVERSITIES WERE
CLOSEPR FOR. TWO YEARS,

YOU'LL SEE. SOON THEY'RE ALTUALLY
GOMG TO FORLE US TO WEAR

THE VEIL AMD YOU, YOU'LL HAVE
TO TRADE YOUR CAR FOR A& CAMEL.
GID, WHAT A BACKWARD POLICY!

MO MORE UMIVERSITY, aMD |
WAMTED TO STUDY CHEMISTRY.
| WANTED TO BE LIKE MARIE
CURIE.,

| WANTED T0 BE AM EDUCATED,
LIBERATED WOMAN, AMD IF THE
PURSUIT OF KMOWLEDGE MEANT

GETTIMNG CANCER,, S0 BE T,

IT'S | Wil DISCOVERED
THE MEWEST RADIOACTIVE

33

AMD S0 AMOTHER DEEAM WENT
UP IN SMOKE.,

MISERY! AT THE AGE
THAT MARIE CURIE FIRST
WENT TO FRANCE TO
STUDRY, I'LL PROBABLY
HAVE TEM CHILDREM ..,







YOUR MOTHER'S CAR
BROKE DOWN, WE HAVE
TO PICK. HER UP.

THEY IHSULTED ME . THEY SAID THAT w  AND THAT IF | DIDN'T WANT
Y0 GUN STV BEAREED GUNSL. WOMEA LICE ME SHOULD BE PUSHED THAT TO HAPPEN , | SHOULD
SO PMIAMENTOLIST, BOCTAR DS UP AGAINST A WALL 4ND FUCKED WEAR THE VEIL
THE BASTARDS_THE BASTARDS_THEV... ; ; :
4ND THEN THROWH I8 THE GARBAGE.

THAT INCIDENT MADE MY MOTHER SICk FOR AND S0 TO PROTECT WOMEN FROM ALL THE POTENTIAL
SEVER AL DAYS . RAPISTS, THEY DECREED THAT WEARING THE VEIL
was 0BLIGATORY,

_L ANYTHING | CAM
GET YOU, MOM?

WOMEN'S HAIR EMANATES RAYS THAT EXCITE
MEN, THAT'S \WHY WOMEN SHOULD COVER THEIR
HAIR! IF IN FACT IT IS REALLY MORE CILIFED
TO GO0 WITHOUT THE VEIL, THEN ANIMALS ARE
MORE CIVILIZED THAN WE ARE.

INCREDIBLE !
THEY THINK
AL MEMN ARE.
PERVERTSEN

4






IN NO TIME, THE \WAY PEDPLE DRESSED BECAME AN
mﬂﬁm SIGM. THERE WERE TWO ICINDS OF WOMEN

THE FUNDAMEMT ALIST
WOMAKN

THE MODERN WOMAN

WOU SHOWED YOUR OPPOSITION
TO THE REGIME BY LETTING A
FEW STRANDS OF HAIZ SHOW.

THERE WERE ALSO TWO SORTS OF MEN.

THE FUMDAMEMT ALIST
MAN

SHIRT
HAMGING
ouT

THE PRDGRESSIVE MAN

SHAVED,

WITH 08 SHIRT
WITHOUT TLCKED
PAUSTACHE L

ISLAM IS MORE OR. LESS
ARAINST SHAVING .

BUT LET'S BE FAIR. IF WOMEN
FACED PRISON WHEMN THEY
REFUSED TO WEAR THE VEIL,
IT WAS ALSO FORBIDDEM FOR
MEM TO WEAR NECKTIES
{THAT DREADED SYMBOL OF
THE WEST), AND IF WOMEN'S
HAIR GOT MEN EXCITED, THE
SAME THING COULD BE SAID OF
MEN'S BARE ARMS. AND 50,
WEARING SHORT-SLEEVED

SHIRTS Was ALS0 FORBIDDREN.
o

IT WASH"T OMLY THE GOVERNMENT THAT CHANGED. ORDINARY PEOFLE
CHAMGED TOO.

LDOK, AT HER! LAST
YEAR SHE WAS
WEARING A MIMISKIRT,
SHOWING OFF HER BEEFY
THIGHS TO THE WHOULE

A5 FOR, HER FUMDAMENTALIST HUSBAND Wil
DRANK HIMSELF INTD A STUPTE EVERY
HIGHT, NOW HE. USES MOUTHWASH EVERY
TIME HE UTTERS THE \WORD “ALLOHOLY

IF AMYOME EVER ASKS YOU
WHAT iU DO DURING THE
DAY, SAY YOU PRAY, YOU
UMBERST AND?7

§

AT FIRST, IT WAS A LITTLE HARD,
BUT | LEARMNED TO LIE QUICKLY,

| PRAY FIVE TIMES A DAY,

5







IN SPITE OF EVERYTHING, THE
SPIRIT OF REVOLUTION WAS STHL
IN THE AR, THERE WERE SOME
OFPOSITION DEMONSTRATIONS.

TOMIRROW THERE'S
GOING TO BE A
MEET NG AGAINST
FUNDAMENTALIS M.

1 NO!IT'S TOO DANGEROUS. ’

SHE SHOULD START

LEARMNING TO DEFEMD HER
RIGHTS As A WOMAN
RIGHT HMOw!

SINCE THE 4939 REVOLUTION, I'D '
GROWN OLDER, (WELL, A YEAR
OLDER) AND MOM HAD CHAMGED.

S0 | WENT WITH THEM. | PASSED)
BUT FLYERS...
GUNS

i

FAAY SHOOT AND KMNIVES MAY LARVE,

BUT WE WON'T WEAR, YOUR SILY SLARVES!
¢ 7 ¥
» ;
bl -

FOR. THE FIRST TIME IN MY LIFE, I
SAW VIDLENCE WITH MY DWHN EYES.

3












RIGHT BEFORE GOING BACK, IM THE HOTEL ROOM
IN MADRID.

THE TV SHOWED A MAP OF IRAN AND A BLACK
CLOUD COVERIMNG THE COUNTRY LITTLE Y LITTLE.

DOM'T KMNOW
SPAMISH.

POLLUTION, YOU

KHOW, TEHRAN 1S
THE FOURTH MOST
POLLUTED CITY I

THE WORLD.

T LODKS LIKE THEY'RE TALKING|
ABOUT THE WHOLE COUMTRY,
MNOT TUST THE CAPITAL.

THE MEXT Day MY GRANDMITHER
CAME TO PICK US UF AT THE AIRPORT,

i







OH! I'M T AKING THIS THING OFF. IT'S TO00 HOT.

IT's GOOD TO BE
BACK . THERE'S
MO PLACE LIKE

WOU HAVEN'T HEARD?

HAVEN'T
HEARD WHAT ?

W THEY ONLY
CFFICIALLY AMNOURCED
IT TWO DAYS AGD,
BUT REALLY, IT'S
BEEM A& MOMNTH...
THE IRAMIAN
FUMDAMENTALISTS
TRIED TO STIE UP
THEIR IRAQI SHITE
ALLIES AGAINST
Sapham. HE'S BEEN
WAITING FOR THE
CHAMCE ., HE'S ALWAYS
WANTED TO INVADE
IRAN. AND HERE'S
THE PRETEXT. IT's
THE SECOND ARAB
IMVASIGN, .

TRUE, BUT SOON THERE'LL
BE NO HOME.

WHY DO YOU SAY THAT 7

32

THE SECOND INVASION IM AU00 YEARS' MY BLooR
WAS BOILING. | WAS READY TO DEFEND MY
COUNTRY AGAINST THESE ARABS WHO KEPT
ATTACKING US.

| WANTED TO FIGHT,







A FEW DAYS AFTER OUR TRIP, AND
JUST BEFORE | HAD TO GO BACK TO

TYPE THIS aND
MAKE THREE COPIES.
(o (o)
[]

ARmALRAA Y

AR vunuay
BiRusswsys

N

SCHOOL, | WENT T1O MY FATHER'S OFFICE.

VR RARARY

ERARRLRRY

IT Was THE FIRST TIME I'D
SEEM FIGHTER TETS...

(l DON'T THINK 50, moss.) i
ARE PROBABLY IR AQIS.

V WHAT 7 Wiy D8
VOU S4Y THAT?T?

BECAUSE
THEY
LoN'T
LOUK LIKE
QUR F-4us!

IT Was A TOUGH CALL, BUT BAD was
AM EMGINEER. HE WAS THE SPECIALIST,

IRANIAK OR. IRARI, THE TETS
HUGGED THE GROUND BEFORE
SUDDEMLY Z00MING UP INTD
THE SKY RIGHT BEFORE THE
MOUNT AINS OM THE HORIZON,

E"l"/,‘.’m

@‘f_l

QUICK, THE RADID,

&0







LET'S G0 HOME HOW! YOUR DAD! DO YOU WHAT ARE Y0U TALKING

MOTHER MUST BE TERRIFIED, REMEMBER ABOUT ? OF COURSE I'M NOT
WHAT Wil GOING TO FIGHT. WHY SHOULD

LEARMED DURING | FigHT ™

YOUR MILITARY

SERVICE? ARE YOU

GOING TO WAR?

AREYOU GOING TO

FIGHT 7 WE HAVE
VI o TeacH THoSE
RAQIS A LESSON!

Hovw CAN YOU Savy
THAT 7 THE IRAQIS
HAVE ALWAYS
BEEM CUR EMEMIES.
THEY “WANT TO
INYADE U,

OK, EHCUGH OF
THAT. THE REAL
ISLAMIC INVASIOH
HAS COME FROM
CUR OWN

GOVERMMENT.

AND WORSE, THEY DRIVE
LIKE MANIACS...

=L
AR ALWAYS TAKES YU
BY SURPRISE.
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WE HAVE TO BOMB BAGHDAD!

BOMB BAGHDAD,..YOU MEED PILOTS FOR THAT.
AFTER THE GEMERALS BLEW THEIR CHANCE
AT A COUP D'ETAT , THEY WERE ALL JAILED
TaKEe YOUR FEET

OFF THE TABLE

e Mpm.‘r

Of EXECUTED...

2 | KMEW FIGHTER PILOTS. MY
WHAT'S THIS ABOUT? FRIEND PARDISSE’S FATHER
COUP D'ETAT? PILOTS N WAS DHE

TAIL? WHAT PILOTS?

THAT BASTARD SADDAM WAITED UNTIL

SHE MEVER TOLD ME HER FATHEE
WS IM PRISOM! ALTHOUGH LAST
YEAR SHE PIDN'T COME TO

SCHOOL FOR A WHOLE MONTH.

ENTEZAML ENTEZAML...
WE WERE WEAK BEFORE ATTACKING!

HE “WaS OME OF THE
COMDEMMED. FIRST
PARDISSE

EMTEZAMI'S DAD
15 A FIGHTER PILOT,
HE'S GOING TO GO

OF PRISON!

HE HAS TO GET CUT

I GOIMG TO

DTG ¢
TN

)
\

E

\

g2






IT'S THE PITS! My Pab

IS & DEFEATIST. HE'S NO
PATRIOT...

SUBDENLY, | HEARD THE IRANIAN

MATIONAL ANTHEM COMING FEOM
THE TV. QUR STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

IT HAD BEER FURBODEN AMD REFLACED BY
THE HEW GOVERRMEMT™S ISLAMIC HYMAL.,

IT HAD BEEM MORE THAN & YEAR
SIMCE WE'D HEARD IT...

DLET THE EVIL THOUGHTS,
OF YOUR EMEMIES BE
FAR. FROM YOU § 2

WE \WERE OVERWHELMED...

WELLOME TO THE £:00 NEWS, 440 IRANIAN F--145
CARRIED QUT BOMBIMG RAIDS OM BAGHDAD TOMIGHT.

WELL, THERE'S
YOUR, PROOF THAT
QUR. AR WY 1S
STILL STRONG!

WOU CAN'T ALWAYS BELIEVE
WHAT THEY SAY. § 0'CLOCK,
THE BBC IS BROADCASTING

T0O0. WHERE'S THE RADID?

g3






A4 IRANIAN BOMBERS AT TALKED
BAGHDAD TORAY...

WE GOT THEM
WHERE IT
HURTS!

HOW'S
THAT FEEL E,
SADDAM! SN {'/ A
-

2

e =
-
o
!
iR "-.\‘
I WAS ALL WROMNG ABQUT DAD. PRESIDENT
HE LOVED HIS COUNTRY AS MUCH BANISADR HAS

A5 VOR: ORDERED THE
RELEASE OF THE
MILITARY PILOTS
TAILED AFTER

THE FAILED COUP.
THEY AGREED TO
ATTACK IRAQ IF
THE GOVERNMENT
BROADCAST THE
MATIONAL ANTHE M.

LTI

AS USUAL, MY PaD WS RIGHT ..

By






wTHE REST OF THE MEWS
WASN'T S0 CO0L...

| HOPE PARDISSE'S DAD
ISN'T DEAD!

IR AMNILAN
LOSSES
WERE VERY
HEAVY..,
HALF OF THE
PLAMES IN
THE MISSION
HAVE NOT
EETURMNED.

| HAD TO WAIT Twi WEEKS TO FIND OUT.

HEY! PARDISSE

| KNEW RIGHT AwWAY, BUT |
DIDN'T DARE ASK,

IN CLASS, THE TEACHER ASKED US TO WRITE A

| PIDM'T MNEED TO DO MUCH THIMKIMG, | KNEM ALL
REPORT ABIUT THE WAR.

ABOUT THE wAR.

IT's A
DIFFICOLT
SUBJECT,
BUTIT
CONCERNS
US ALL,
THIME
ABOUT IT
CAREFULLY.

YOU KRDW WHAT
WOU'RE GONG TO SAY7

is






| WROTE FOUR PAGES ON THE | WAS VERY PROUD OF MYSELF,
HISTORICAL CONTEXT ENTITLED
"THE ARLB CONQUEST AND e THIS WAR, 1S
OUR War v

THAT'S PRETTY
(OGO, HOW, PAR-

BUT THE TEACHER DIDN'T SEEM
TOO IMPRESSED,

«PARDISSE'S REPORT WAS BY FAR THE BEST. IT WAS A LETTER TO
HER FATHER IN WHICH SHE PROMISED TO TAKE CARE OF HER MOTHER

AND LITTLE BROTHER. .
N

AND IN JAIL RATHER

YOUR FATHER ACTED LIKE THAN DEAD AND A HERO

A GENUINE HERD, You
SHOULD BE PROUD OF Hipa!

| WiSH HE WERE ALIVE ]

THOSE WERE HER EXACT
WORDS TO ME.

2






YE‘S, IT WAS WARE ALL RIGHT.
RIGHT AwaY, THE
SUPER MARKETS WERE EMPTY.

I"M MOT SURE
IT'S EVEN WORTH
GETTING & CART .

Sro A
o Db

COME. 0N, STOP IT!

MIND YOUR OWM BUSIMNESS! )
(wHaT's Her PROBLEM?

f

o1

DAY, YOU'D
PROBABLY
EAT EACH
OTHER! AND
Y00 CaLL
YIURSELVES
CIVILIZED
FEDFLE! IF
EVERYOME
TOOK OMLY
WHAT THEY

AMD [N THE PARKIMG LOT ...

HOW MANY BOXES
OF RICE DID WE GET?

3







THERE WASN'T MUCH AT THE
GAS STATIONS EIMHER.

1 AP S0 SORRY,
I'VE BEEN RUN-

HEADALHE, YOU KROW
WHAT 7 '™ JUST GOING
TO FiLL VP THE TANKS
AND THEN WE'LL TRY
TO FIND & RESTARANT.

WHY DO YOU THINK ? TO MAKE
STRAWBERRY Sopalll

EVERY PADRMIMNG | HAVE

TO BRIVE 40 MILES S0 THAT
YOU CAN HAVE A PEACEFUL
LIFE, HOW &AM | GOING TO 0O
THAT WITH MO CaR ¥ HUMT
THAT'S WHY | REED CAMS,
FOR GaSOLINE! CAN YU
UNDERSTAND THAT? THE
CAR. RUNS OM GASH!

I 0 ® P\
Y
- W

/RN

IT TOOK WS UMTIL TWO 1M THE PORMING. WE DBVIOUSLY DIDN'T &0 TO
AMNY RESTAURANT.

WE DON'T FILL CANS.
OTHERWISE THERE WON'T
BE EMOUGH FOR EVERYOME.

ALRIGHT. T0D BAD,
BUT DO YOU KNOW
WHAT'S GOING ON7
THE PRESS ISH'T

SAYING ANYTHING.

OF COURSE THEY'RE MOT SAYING
ANYTHING. IT'S A HUGE MESS!
IRAQ BOMBED THE REFINERY
AT ABADAN!

MALL WAS MY MOTHER "5 CHILDHOOD
FRIEND. SHE LIVED IN ABADAN

WITH HER HUSBAND AND TWO KiDS.
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MO OME'S
ANSWERIMG! DID YOU TRY HER
MOTHER? SHE

AFTER ABADAN, EVERY BORDER TOWN WAS TARGETED BY BOMBERS. MOST OF THE PECPLE LIVING IM
THOSE AREAS HAD TO FLEE NORTHWARD, FAR FROM THE IRAQI MISSILES.

-2 U A y . 2
. ,., B
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WD COULD
THAT BE AT | HOVE NO IDEA!
THIS HOUR ?

(l,.;f i

EVERYTHING'S DESTROYED,

HEY, IT'LL BE 0K,
CALM DONWH ..

LOOK AT THIS!
THAT™S ALl |
COULD SANE

FIRST WE WENT TO MY MOTHER'S HOUSE, WE KEPT
RIMGING THE DOORBELL, BUT SHE'S DESF, I'M SORRY.

NO, YOU PID THE THAT HOUSE COST A
BIGHT THING COMIMNG — MILLIEN, A MILLIGH P
i 1IN SMOKE! CAM YOU
IMAGIMNE THAT ?

C'moM BOYS, I'LL Fixl YOU
SOME HOT CHOCOLATE .

THEY DIk HAVE A EEALLY NICE
HOUSE . WE SPENT OUR VACATION
THERE A FEW YEAES EARLIER,,

THE MARBLE ALOME COST
00,000,

20







0K, HERE YOU 60. YOUR BED IS READY, GUR HOUSE IS YOUR
HOUSE. THE KIDS CAM SLEEP [N MARTI'S ROGM.
O, THANC YOO ATl “ '
" . » I 2]
o EED) o BER T
- , S - |
Q- Qe i@ s
2
AN 2% i
Lo i o
i;:.: \ \L._ 3
|.l|.I
LM
H 4
- P
i
11

s
ot
i » |
sois
! i
)
i AT MY HIUSE, WE DO YOU LIKE STAR WARST
WOOONT o rlﬂaﬁ%a?&ﬂ? HAD ALL THE STAR
HVE A TOVSIRY 0 WANT, | CAN WARS STIRF. I LIKE PRINCESS
READ YOU A STORY. LEIA,,
. 1HAD A :
B é DARTH VADIR. -
S fih
5,
A NN

0K, NOW IT'S TIME TO GO
TO BED. GOODMIGHT, KIDS.






MALI AND HER FAMILY SPENT A WEEK WITH Us. THAT'S HOW LONG IT TO0K TO SELL THE TEWELRY AND
START OVER AGAIN. MALI'S MOTHER WAS BITTER AND HARD TO DEAL WITH (AMD DEAF), BUT THEY WERE
HAPPY AT DUR PLACE. THEN, ONE DAY, WE WENT TO THE SUPER MARKET.

HEY, THEY
stilL Have
KIDMNEY

BEAMS, WE
CAN MAKE.

WHAT'S
FLATULENCE P

CHILI
TOMIGHT.

HA WA HA!
HAHAHAHA!

GET m"r’HMﬁ TO EAT ANYMIRE,

ag :ﬁ

SINCE THE R.EFIJGE-E‘S HAVE DE YOURE
CENDED 0N TEHEAN, YOU EAN‘T RIGHT THERE,

22






THEY TAKE '| |nw MEIGHBOR, EVEN SAID SHE HEARD 1_____.-‘
EVERYTHING . THAT THEIR WOMEN ARE PROSTITUTING
THEMSELVES , MO DIGNITY AT ALL! }_'_

SOON, IT WON'T JUST BE FOOD:
WITH ALL THOSE SLUTS OUT
THERE, WE'RE GOING TO HAVE
TO WATCH OUR HUSBANDS ,

IT's TERRIBLE, WHAT
YOU'RE SAYING'

ANYWAY, AS EVERYONE
KHOWS : "S0UTHERMN
WOMEN ARE ALL WHORES "

TO HAVE THE
IRADIS ATTALCK,
AND TO LOSE
1N AM INSTANT,
EVERNYTHING
YOU HAD BUILT
OVER. &
LIFETIME,
THAT'S

OHE THING...
BUT TO BE
SPAT UPON
BY YOUR OwWHN
KIND, IT IS
INTOLER ABLE !

| FELT S0 ASHAMED FOR
MYSELF...
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L THEKEY

THE IRAG] ARMY HAD COMQUERED THE CITY OF KHORRAMSHAHR. THEIR ARMS WERE MODERN, BUT WHERE
IRAQ HAD QUALITY, WE HAD QUANTITY, COMPARED TO IRAG, IRAM HAD A HUGE RESERVOIR oF POTENTIAL
SOLDIER S, THE HUMBER OF WAR MARTYRS EMPHASIZED THAT DIFFERENCE.

CAN YOU HELP
ME §TYLE MY
HAIR ?

HOW CAM | MOT SEE 7 THEY'RE
COING ALL THEY CAM TO SHOW
HOW MANY PEOPLE HAVE DIED,
THE STREETS ARE PACKED
WITH NUPTIAL CHAMBERS,

ACCORDING TO SHITE TRADI-
TIMf WHEM AN UMMARR IED
MAH DIES, A NUPTIAL
CHAMBER 15 BUILT FOR Hip
THAT 'WAY, THE DEAD MAN
CAN SYMBOLICALLY ATTAIN

HAVE YU SEEN ML
THESE CASUALTIES?

DUR COUNTRY Has
ALWAYS KNOWN
WAR AND
MARTYRS, S0, LIKE
MY FATHER SaID:
SWHEN A BIG WAVE
COMES, LOWER.
YOUR HEAD AND
LET IT Pags”

T WAS 0BVIOUS THAT
MAMY OF THE FIGHTERS
DIED VIRGINS.

THAT'S VERY PERSIAN, THE
PHILOSOPHY OF RESIGMATION

9y






B, IT WASH'T ALWAYS EASY:

THév

| AGREED WITH MY MOTHER. | TOD TRIED TO THIMNK OMLY OF LIFE. HOWEWVE

AT SCHOOL, THEY LINED US UP TWICE 4 DAY TO MOURM THE WAR DEAD.

AND WE HaD TO BEAT OUR BREASTS.

PUT ON FUNERAL MARCHES,

ag






THEM THE LOUPSPEAKERS STARTED TO SIMG,

| REMEMBER MY INITIATION, IT WAS THE FIRST
DAY OF CLASS AFTER SUMMER VACATION,

WELLOME, GIRLS OF IRAN, THE
WAR HAS TAKEM THE FLOWER
OF DUR MATIONS YOUTH!

BABABABABAS
5 HEY TROOPS OF ...
BE J READY, B

BE READY

IT WASN'T A5 BAD AS ONE MIGHT THINK. WED
SEEM IT BEFORE.

IT COULD GO VERY FAR.

HITTING YOURSELF IS CME OF
THE COUNTRY'S RITUALS, DURING
CERTAIM RELIGIOUS CEREMOMIES,
SOME PEOPLE FLAGELLATED
THEMSELVES BRUTALLY.

SOMETIMES IT WaAS COMSIDERED
A MACHO THIMNG.

26






AFTER A LITTLE WHILE, NO ONE
TOOK THE TORTURE SESSIONS
SERIQUSLY AMYMORE. AS FOR
ME, | IMMEDIATELY STARTED
MAKING FUN OF THEM.

THE MARTYES!

SATRAP! WHAT ARE YOU
DOING ON THE GROUND?

'™ SUFFE,RINC-',
CAN'T YOU SEEP

EVERY SITUATION CFFERED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR
LAUGHS: LIKE WHEN WE HAD TO KNIT WINTER
HOODS FOR, THE SOLDIERS...

wOR WHEN WE HAD TO DECORATE THE CLASSROOM

FOR THE ANMIVERSARY OF THE REVOLUTION...

STOF THAT! OR I'LL CALL
THE PRINCIPALY

YOU'RE AS WORTHLESS AS
YOUR. DECORATIONS! YOU'RE
WORTHLESS ! YU HEAR
ME T WORTHLESS !,

WHD SAID THAT 7 WHD WAS
IT? DOES SHE HAVE THE
COURAGE TO STAND UP? IF
NOT, YOU'LL ALL BE PUNISHED!
WELLT WHO wWaAS IT 7Al?
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| THINK THAT THE REASON WE WERE 50 REBELLIOUS WAS THAT QUR GEMERATION HAD KNOWN SECULAR

SCHOOLS. DBVICUSLY, THEY CALLED DUR PARENTS IN.

WOUR CHILDEEM HAVE ND
RESPECT FOR. ANYTHIMG.
MO SELF-COMTROL! THE
Basis OF EDUCATION COMES
FROM THE FAMILY!

STOP RIGHT THERE . YOU'RE
SAYING THAT WE DON'T
KMOW How TO EDUCATE
QUR CHILDREN?

LISTEN, WE'RE AT WAR, & LOT
OF CHILDREN DON'T EVEN HAVE
SCHOOL THESE DAYS. YOURS
HAVE A RARE OPFORTUNMTY.
50 YOU SHOULD MAKE SURE
THEY'RE WELL-BEHAVED !

WELL-BEHAVED ¥ S0 THEY Cam
HIT THEMSELVES TWICE & Dav??

50 THEY CAN BE
COVERED FROM
HEAD TO TCE?

THEY Can BE
FORBIDDEN
TO PLAY
LIKE THE KIDS
THEY ARE ?7

ANYWHAY, THAT S HOW
IT 15! EITHER THEY 0BEY
THE LAW, OR. THEY'RE
EXPELLEDY

AND MAKE SURE THEY WEAR
THEIR VEILS CORRECTLY...

98

IF HAIR 15 A%
STIMULAT MG
A5 YOU SaY,

THEM Y0U NEED
TO SHAVE YOUR
MUSTACHE!

My FATHER ACTUALLY SAID THAT,







GIRLS HAD TO MAKE WINTER
HOODS FOR THE SOLDIERS, BUT
BOYS HAD TO PREFPARE TO
BECOME SOLDIERS.

50, TELL ME,
WHAT'S WRONGT

HI MES, HASEINE .
WOU BON'T LOOK
WELL.

MRS, HASRIME “WAS OUR mMalb,

THEY GAVE THIS TO MY SON
4T SCHOOL. THEY TOLD THE
B0Y'S THAT IF THEY WENT
TO WAR, AMD WERE LUCKY
EHOUGH TO DIE, THIS KEY WOULD
GET THEM INTO HEAVEN,

IT'S A
PLASTIC
KEY

PAIMNTED
GOLD,

MO, MY CHILD,
I'M NOT 0K,

I'VE SUFFERED S0 MUCH. | RAISED MY FIVE KIDS
WITH THE WATER OF MY TEARS, NOW THEY WANT
TO TRADE THIS KEY FOR MY OLPEST SOM...

ALL MY LIFE, I'VE BEEN FAITHFUL

TO THE RELIGION. IF 7S COME
TO THIS... WELL, | CAN'T BELIEVE
1M ANYTHIMG ANYMORE ...

a9

AND THE CHILD,
WHAT DOES HE ‘:A







THEY TOLD HIM THAT IN PARA-
DISE THERE WILL BE PLENTY
QF FOOD, WOMEN AMD HIUSES
MADE OF GOLD AND DIAMONDS,

ON THE WAY, | THIUGHT
OF MY COUSIN PEVMAN,
HE WS ALSD FOURTEEH,

WHEM | GOT BACK FROM SCHDOL...

LISTEN, CHILE, THOSE ARE JUST
MADE-LUP STORIES! WHAT
HELL? WHAT PARADISE?

LISTERM MSTE
STUFFING VOUR,

]l’

GROWHM DR, iU wWILL 50 TO

THINK ABOUT WHEN YOU'RE
COLLEGE. YOU'LL BECOME SUMERBIDY.

L ILL MARRY HER! j

HEY! PEYMANT, .. WHAT?,,,
NEXT WEEK YOL'RE

HAVING A PARTY 7..00L
ASK MY MOM,

TELL ME, AT SCHOOL, DID
THEY QIVE YOU THE KEYS
TO PARADISE?

400







MOM, PEYMAN INVITED ME
TO A PARTY. CAN | GD?

RECRINTING CHILDR.EN FOR

| Was JUST TALKING TO
MY MAID, SHE SAID THEYRE
THE FRONT. REALLY P

THEY COME FROM THE PODR AREAS YOU
CAN TELL..FIRST THEY CONVINCE THEM
THAT THE AFTERLIFE IS EVEM BETTER

THAM DISNEYLAND, THEN THEY PUT THEM

IM A TRANCE WITH ALL THEIR, S0NGS...

DO0H! SHAHAB !

SHAMAB WAS AMNOTHER COUSIM,
HE HADN'T BEEM LUCKY: THE WAR
STARTED JUST A4S HE BEGAN HIS
MILITARY SERVICE. THEY SENT
Hip TO THE FRONT RIGHT away,

1M N
LEAVE .

IT'S AWFUL. EVERY DAY | SEE BUSES FULL OF
KIS ARRIVING.

IT'S HUTS ) THEY HYPMOTIZE THEM AMD JUST T0SS
THEM INTO BATTLE. ABSOLUTE CARNAGE,

@
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THE KEY TO PARADISE WAS FOR POOR. PEOPLE. THOUSANDS OF YOUNG KiD'S, PROMISED A BETTER LIFE,
EXPLODED OM THE MINEFIELDS WITH THEIR KEYS AROUND THEIR MECKS,

\

MRS, MASRINE'S SON MANAGED TO AVOID THAT FATE, BUT LOTS OF OTHER KIDS FROM HIS NEIGHBORHOOD DIDN'T,

MEANWHILE, | GOT TO GO TO MY FIRST PARTY. HOT OHLY BID MY MOM LET ME GO, SHE ALSO
KMITTED Mér A SWEATER FULL OF HOLES AMD MADE ME A MECKLACE WITH CHAINS AMND HAILS, FUME

ROCK WAS IM,

I Was LOOKIMNG SHARP,
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AFTER THE BORDER TOWNS, TEHRAN

BECAME THE BOMBERS' MAIM TARGET.
TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER PEOPLE IM DUR
BURLDING, WE TURNED THE BASEMENT INTO
A SHELTER. EVERY TIME THE SIREM RANG
GUT, EVERVONE WOULD RUN DOWNSTAIRS..

PUT WOUR CIGARETTE QUT. THEY SAY THAT THE Gl OF
4 CIGARETTE 15 THE EASIEST THING TO SEE FROM THE SKY.












IT WASN'T TUST THE BASEMENTS, THE INTERIDRS OF HOMES ALSD
CHANGED. BUT IT \WASK'T OMLY BECAUSE OF THE IRAQI PLANES. %‘}ﬁ‘fﬁgﬁﬁg :’-E-,THFI.;E":.;"WE
REGIME. & GUMPSE OF WHAT GOES
MOM, WHAT/RE YOU DOIMNG? ] OM IN OUR. HOUSE WOULD BE. EMOUGH

FOR THEM TO DEMOUNCE US!

X ) —
NI

THE MASKING TAPE IS TO PROTECT
AGAINST FLYING GLASS DURING &

BOMBING AND THE BLACK CURTAING ARE
TO PROTECT US FROM DUR HEIGHBORS,

THE OTHER MIGHT, T'W0 GUARDGIANS
OF THE REVOLUTION PATROLS PAID THEM SOMEONE TOLD US

A WISIT, YOU WERE PLANNING
A PARTY, ¥OU KMOW
THAT IT"S STRICTLY
FORBIDDEN!

W THEY FOUND RECORDS AND VIDED- T EARMED HIM SEVENTY- r~

CASSETTES AT THEIR PLACE. A DECK FIVE LASHES. HIS \WIFE CRIED S0 MUCH h
OF CARDS, A CHESS SET. IN OTHER ISEEEH&TT?T:!;‘#ET
\WIORDS, EVERYTHING THAT'S BANNED i S
ANYMORE...NOW YOU SEE
WHY "M PUT TING UP

THE CURTAINS . WITH

THE PARTIES WE HAVE

OM THURSDAYS AND THE
CARD GAMES ON PMONDAYS,
| WE HAVE TO BE CAREFUL.

GET YOUR ASS
1N THE Caf, MOWE!

iy

=

-

i,
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HOW," ADDED THE OTHERS.

IN SPITE OF ALL THE DANGERS, THE PARTIES WENT ON. "WITHOUT THEM IT WOULDN'T BE

PSYCHOLOGICALLY BEARABLE” SOME SAID. "WITHOUT PARTIES, WE MIGHT AS WELL TUST BURY OURSELVES
Y UMECLE INVITED US TO HIS HOUSE TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF MY COUSIN,
EVERYONE WAS THERE. EVEN GRANDMA WAS DANCING.

DAMN !
POWER. OUTAGE !

BE CAREFUL

WHERE Yov
STEP!'!

DON'T WORRY ABOUT IT!
FLL GO GET THE ZARB,

—

—_——

4
\

..‘I

B FARB IS & KIND OF DRUM. MY FATHER
PLAYED IT VERY WELL. LIKE A PRO.

WE HAD EVERYTHING, WELL,
EVERNTHING THAT WAS FORBIDDEN,
EVEN ALCOHOL, GALLONS OF IT.

MY UNCLE WAS THE VINTHER,
HE HAD BUILT 4 GEMUIMNE WINE~
MAKING LAB IN HIS BASEMENT,

MRS, NASRINE, WHO WS aLs
HIS CLEANIMG LADY, CRUSHED
THE GRAPES,

N
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HOD
FORGIVE ME!

GOD
FORGIVE ME!







SUDDENLY, SIRENS STARTEDR TO Wail... o BND MY ALUNT DID TOO.

IT'S ALRIGHT, STAY CALM!

| FOUND MYSELF “WITH THE HEWBORM BABY WE
HAD BEEM CELEBRATING IM MY ARMS,

SIMCE THAT DAY, I'VE HAD DOUBTS ABOUT THE
SO-CALLED "MATEEMAL INSTINCT

A0%F






AFTER THE ALERT, WE WENT HOME.

. (&= g

)

1D, REGISTRATION AMD
DdIVE.R,“'p LICENSE .

YOU THIKK I'M STUPID P11
| CAM TELL BY YOUR TIEY FIECE
OF WESTERNIZED TRASH!

WORKED FOR, THIS
COUNTRY AND

VOU DARE TO TALK
TO ME LIKE THAT?
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FORGIVE HIPA, LISTEM, | COULD YOU'RE LUCKY TO HAVE THIS .
BE YOUR MOTHER.. HOW OLD WOMAN FOR YOUR, \WIFE, OTHER- T ek b T At
ARE WOUT7 SIXTEEM 7. WISE YOU'D ALREADY BE IM HELL! SEE wuf"r wouU &ﬁg AT HOME
MY DAUGHTER 1S TWELVE.... )
FORGIVE HIM...

GRANDMA MARTI! WHEN WE'RE THEY FOLLOWED US ALL THE “WAY HOME .

HOME, GET OUT FIRST. FLL TRY TO
STALL HIM, FLUSH ALL THE ALCOHOL
POWWH THE TOILET,

TO T, WHEM YOUR,
FATHER WAS ALIVE,
1Wias Always
HIBING HIS TRACTS,

MUST YOU REALLY

COME UPSTAIRS?
OUR. ELDERY MEIGHBOR
HAS A HEART COMDITION,
IF HE'S FRIGHTENED

BY THE NOISE, IT COULD
KILL Him .
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| HAVE PIABETES, MY BOY,
IF | DOM'T DRINK A LITTLE SYRUP,
I'A GOING TG FAINT.

HURRY UP!' | DON'T KNOW
HOW PUCH LONGER. YOUR
FATHER CAN STALL THEM!

DIABETES, TUST LIKE MY MOTHER !

S0 YOU UNDERSTAND
IT'S URGENT !

AMD THE FINAL TOUCH,

WERE ALL HE HEEDED
TO FORGET THE

WHERE INDEED! THEIR. FAITH
HAS MOTHIMG TO DO WITH
IDEOLOGY! A FEW BILLS

HEY, YOU DIDN'T
THROW IT ALL OUT?

140

MY GOD L.l NEED
A PICK-ME-UP...







'~ THE CIGARETTE

THE WAR HAD BEEMN GOING ON FOR TWO YEARS,
WE WERE USED TO IT, | WAS GROWIMG UP AMD
| ENEN HAD FRIENDS OLDER THAN ME .

IT'S PERFECTLY CLEAR . ENERY DAY THEY TELL US THAT
WE'VE DESTROVED TEN PLANES AMD FIVE TAMNKS. IF ¥OU
START FROM THE BEGINMING OF THE WAR THAT MAKE

HAD SHOT DOWM TWO OF DURS.

YESTERDAY ON THE NEWS THEY sAID WE
DESTROYED A% IRAQI PLAMES. RIGHT AFTER
0N THE BEBC, | HEARD THAT IM FACT THE IRAIS

THOUSAMD PLANES 2Nl THREE THOUSAND TANKS BESTRIVED,
EVEN THE AMERICANS DON'T HAVE AN ARAMY THIS BIG,

BRINGGG...

HEY; THERE'S THE BELL.
PON'T YOU HAVE CLASST

TION BUT WE'EE NOT GOIMG.
WE'RE GDING FOR. BURGERS .

i L
HAVE HOT

i

MO, WENE GOT PHYSICAL E.wca-“

ALL YOU MEEDED WAS SOME MONEY ,

YEAH! AT KaNs5AS ON TORDAN
AVENUE ,

BOM'T LOOK AT ME LICE THAT.
WE'LL CLIMB THE WALL.

Ha HA HA Ha! @

HA HA HA!

IF | WANTED T BE FRIENDS
WITH AL4-YEAR-QLDS, | HAD

| WASH'T CHICKEM, S0 |
FOLLOWED THEM .

TO BOIT.

| HAD ALREADY BROKEN THE
RULES OMCE BY GOING TO THE
DEMONSTRATION IN "33, THIS

WAS THE SECOND TIME,

444







JORDAN AVENUE WAS WHERE THE
TEEMAGERS FROM NORTH TEHRAN
(THE MICE MEIGHBORHOODS) HUMG

CUT, KANSAS WAS ITS TEMPLE .

IF SOME PUBLIC PLACES HAD SURVIVED THE REGIME'S REPRESSION,
EITHER [T WAS TO LEAVE US 4 LITTLE FREE SPACE, OR ELSE IT WAS 0UT
OF IGNORANCE, PERSOMALLY, THE LATTER THEORY SOUNDED PMORE LIKELY:
THEY PROBABLY HADN'T THE SLIGHTEST IDEA WHAT "KANSAS™ WAS,

DD YOU SEE HIS HAIRT
JUST LIKE ROP STEWART

YEAH, IF HE GETS
CAUGHT, HE'LL
GET & BUZZ CUT!

WE LET THE BOYS KNDW THAT THEY COULD FOLLOW US BY A FEW SIGNS.

FOLLOW THE OTHERS, | MEAN. | \WaAS|
TOO WOUNG TO INTEREST THEM.

«THE SIRENS WENT OFF.

%&agra

=N
é“i%
o ]

WHAT THE HELL
ARE YOU DOINGTT

@ TN

B

WE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT IF WE
WERE IM THE STREET DURING &
BOMBING, WE SHOULD LIE DOWH 1M
THE GUTTER FOR SAFETY.
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THE WONDERFUL DAY WAS
SPOILED BY MY MOM .

S0 HOW WAS
SCHOOL 7

YO0U DARE TO
UE STRAIGHT
TO MY FACE?

S0 MAYBE IT'S
ME WHO CUT
CLASS?

YOU TELL ME THE TRUTH
RIGHT MOW DR ELSE wOU'LL
BE PUMISHED TWICE!

MY MOTHER USED THE SAME
TALTICS AS THE TORTURERS.

BUT ALL | HAD Was
RELIGION CLASS!

)

1 DON'T GIVE
A BAMN! You
DON'T CUT CLASS!

AMD YOU JUST LIED AgAR! THE
SCHOOL CALLED AND SAID YOU HAD
GREAMMAR, THIS .HFTER.HGON‘r

| HAD SAID RELIGION TO TRY TO
MAKE MY MOTHER LESS ANGRY,
BUT IT HADN'T WORKED,

THIS TIME | COVERED

FOR. ¥OU, BUT IT"S THE
LAST TIME! NOW IS THE
TIME FOR, LEARMING |
YwOU HAVE YOUR. WHOLE
LIFE TO HAVE FUM! WHAT
ARE YOU GOING TO 8E
WHEH YOU GROW LPP?
M THIS COUNTRY You
HANE TO KNOW EVERY-
THMG BETTER THAM
ANYOHE ELSE IF YOL'RE

GOIMG TO SURMIVE !

YOU'RE NOT
FOURTEEN!
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DIDN'T YOU MEET DAD WHEM
YOU \WERE FOURTEEN?

picTATOR !
Y ARE THE
GUARDIAM OF
THE REVOLUTION
OF THIS HOUSE !







SOMEWHAT LATER...

THE IRANIAN ARMY HAS
RETAKEN KHIREAMSHAHR. ..

EVEM IF IT'S TRUE, WHAT
DIFFEREMCE DOES IT MAKE
TOUus?

wFOR. THE FOURTH
TIME THIS MONTH.

MAY | GO TO THE
BASEMENT, Ma'am?

THE BASEMENT WAS MY
HIDEAWAY.,

AS IT TURNED OUT, THEY
DIE RETAKE KHORRAMSHAHR |
SWE ALL THOUGHT THAT THE
WAR WOULD FINALLY END ,

IN FACT, IRAQ PROPOSED

A SETTLEMENT, AMD SaUR
ARABIA WAS WILLING TO
PAY FOR RECONSTRUCTION,
TO RESTORE PEACE TO THE

BUT CUR GOVERNMENT Was
AGAIMST IT.

THEY DECLARED: I

WE REFUSE THIS
iMPOSED PEACE!
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THE ONE THAT STRUCK ME MOST BY ITS GIRY IMAGERY WAS: “TO DIE 4 MARTYR
IS TO INJECT BLOOD INTO THE VEINS OF SOCIETY.”
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N THE HAME OF THAT wWaR, THEY
EXTERMINATED THE EMEMY WITHIN.

THOSE WHD OPPOSED THE REGIME WERE
SYSTEMATICALLY ARRESTED...

AS FOR ME, | SEALED IT Was AWFUL, 80T
MY ACT OF REBELLION KOFFF | KOFFF | THIS WAS NOT THE
AGAINST pAY MOTHER'S MOMENT TO GIVE IN.
BICTATORSHIP BY KOFFE I

WITH THIS FIRST
CIGARETTE, | KISSED
CHILDHOOD GOODEYE ,

SMORIMG THE
CIAARETTE I' STOLEN
FROM MY UMCLE TWO
WEEKS EARLIER .

MOW | WAS & GROWN-UP,

13






2% THE PASSPORT

TULY 4982, \WE WERE AT MY AUNT’'S PLACE, THE
IMTERMAL WAR HAD BECOME A BIGGER ISSUE THAN
THE WAR AGAINST IRAG . ANYOME SHOWING THE
SLIGHTEST RESISTANCE TO THE REGIME WAS PERSECUTED.

THERE MUST BE A LOT OF
PEDPLE IN THE OPFOSITION
I QUR. HEIGHBORHMOOD . WE
HEAR GUNSHOTS EVERY DAY,

TAHER, 5TOP
(T}

THE STRESS | GET FROM
EVERY GUMSHOT | HEAR
1S MUCH WORSE FOR ME
THAM THE CIGARETTES,

SINCE HE HAD SEMT HIS OLDEST SOM TO HOLLAMD,
UMNCLE TAHER HAD HAD TWO HEART ATTALKS. HE

WS ABSOLUTELY FORBIDDEMN TO SMOKE.

THE BUTCHER TOLD ME HE'S
SEEN KIDS EXECUTED IM THE
STREET WITHOUT EVEMN HAVING

EEM JUDGED. THE SHAME OF IT.

WHEM | THINK
ABOUT IT, '
GLAD THAT

MY SOM IS SAFELY
ABROAD. BUT WITH
THE BORDERS

CLOSED, HOW &M
| EVER GOING TO
SEE HIM AGAIN 7

THE BORDERS WERE CLOSED FOR THREE YEARS
BETWEEN 4350 AND 438% .

HOW MANY TIMES DID 1 SAY TO MY WIFE, “"COME
OM, LET'S JOIN HIM," SHE PIDN'T WANT TO SHE
INVOKED HER, COUNTRY, HER FaMmILY, ETC, ETC.

ANYWAY, "M
ALREADY £9, BUT
THOSE POOR 20~

YEAR -OLDS \WHO

GET SLAUGHTERED.
THEY KILL ME...
THEY KILL ME!

MY UNCLE TaHER was S0 SAD THAT IT HURT TO
LODK AT HIM. MO OME DARED S4Y A WORD,
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SOME DAYS LATER .

WHAT ARE WOU THINCING?

ABOUT TAHER. HIS SOM
LEAVING HAS DONE HIM 1M,
I'VE MEVER SEEM HIM LIKE THAT.

CAN YOU IMAGINE ? & THIRTEEN,
FOURTEEN-YEAR-OLD CHILD, ALONE
IM A& COUMTRY WHERE HE DOESN'T
EVEM SPESK THE LANGUAGE ?

YOU'D BE BETTER OFF
WITHOUT NaiL POLISH.
¥OU COULD GET ARRESTED.

FLL PUT MY
HAMDS IM
MY POCEETS.

P

s

» N
"{,/"

ii‘

£ )
W
Vil
NZZ e
LA

| A SO LUCKY TO BE
MAREIED TO & MAN
LIKE DU, YOU'RE

S0 SENSITIVE. THE
KINDEST MAN OW EARTH,

IT ALWAYS RINGS AT
THE WRONG TIME }

4119

GET REAL, UP TO A CERTAIN
AGE, YOU MNEED YIUR PARENTS,
THEM LATER, THEY NEED YOU.

SOMETIMES IT SCARES ME
HOWY BLUNT SHE IS,

ITLL HELF HER
LATER OM. YOU'LL SEE.







UNCLE TAHER HAD JUST
SUFFERED HIS THIRD HEART
ATTACK. WE WERE OFF TO

THE HOSPITAL,
(1]

WV

RED CRESCENT TRUCKS WERE PULLED UP IN FROMT OF THE HOSFITAL,
CALLING FOR PEOFLE TO GIVE BLOOD FOR THE WaR WOUNDED, THERE
WERE S0 MANY OF THEM,

GWE 8LOOD!
GIVE BLOOD!!

| FELT BOTH AMNGREY AND EMBARRASSED...

OMCE INSIDE THE HOSPITAL | FELT EVEM WORSE.

TALISCHIL.. THAT'S
342, THIRD FLOOR,

LOOK NGy FOR
TALISCHI'S RODM ., %
@ AT THE END OF
(" . THE HaLL TO THE
€ m=
AR

"M
ME.

i
LB

E

T
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HE MEEDS OPEN HEART
SURGERY, BUT THEY'RE NOT
EQUIPPED HERE. THEY TOLD
ME THAT HE HAS TO BE SEMT
TO ENGLAMD.,

THEY THREW & GRENADE..THEY WANTED TQ ARREST SOME
COMMUNISTS WHO WERE HIDING NEAR QUR PLACE, AND THEY
THREW & GREMADE... TAHER COULDN'T DEAL WITH IT... WHEN |
CAME INTO THE LIVIMNG RO0M, HE WAS LYING ON THE FLOOR....

TO DO THAT, HE MEEDS
A PERMIT, THEY GAVE ME
THE NaME OF THE HOSPIT AL
DIRECTOR . IF HE AGREES,
TAHER. WILL GET 4
PASSPORT S0 HE CAN &O.

SINCE. THE BORDERS WERE
CLOSED, ONLY VERY SICK PEOPLE
(IF THEY GOT A PERMIT FEOM
THE HEALTH MINISTRY) \WEEE
ALLOWED TO LEAVE.

IT'5 O THE 47" FLOGR,, AUMBER &0, )

DMLY MY AUMT wWas ALLOWED 1M SHE
HAD & Bl SURPRISE, THE DIRECTOR
WAS HER, FORMER WINDOW WASHER,
SHE ACTED AS IF SHE DIDH'T RECOGNIZE
HIM TO AVDI OFFENBING HIM,

HEART ATTALK, HE NEEDS MEDI-

MY HUSBAND HAD HIS THIRD
CAL CARE DUTSIDE THE COUNTRY.

IF GOD WILLS IT,

HE'LL GET BETTER.
EVERYTHING
DEPENDS 0N GOD.

| NEED YOUR
AUTHORIZATION
S0 HE CAMN GET
& PASSPORT !

121

ALL THAT CREEPY WINDOW
WASHER HAD T0 DO TO BECOME
DIRECTOR. OF THE HOSPITAL WAS
TO GROW & BEARD AND PUT ON &
SUIT! THE FATE OF MY HUSBAND
DEPENDS OM A WINDOW WASHER !
MOW HE'S SO RELIGIOUS THAT HE
WON'T LOOK A WOMAN IN THE
EVE . THE PATHETIC FOOL ! y







AFTER. THE DIRECTOR, WE WEMT TO SEE THE .
CHIEF OF STAFF, DR, FATHI, LOOK IN THIS ROOM, THEY'RE ALL VIETIMS
£ OF CHEMICAL WEAPDNS!

MATAM, WE WILL PO WHAT WE CAM. WE ARE
TERRIBLY STRAPPED AT THE MOMENT,

CALM DOWN, DEAR
EVERYTHING WILL BE ALL
RIGHT. DOM'T WORRY .
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WE WENT TO SEE AN ACQUAIN-
TANCE OF MY FATHER'S, KHOSRD,
HiS BROTHER, AMD MY UNCLE AMODSH
WERE N PRISON TOGETHER DURIMG
THE REIGN OF THE SHAH,

£Bl, THE BROTHER OF
AMOOSH? COME IM! COME IM!

LOOK, EBI, A WHOLE MONTH'S
WORK, JUST FOR THE STAMP,

HOW MUCH TIME
SWILL IT Take 7O
MAKE A PASSPLRT 7

THIS IS NILOUFAR.. HER BROTHER
WAS MY MESSENGER BOY, THEY
ARE LODKING ALL OVER FOR HER.
BECAUSE SHE'S 4 COMMUNMIST, |
LET HER STAY IN MY BASEMENT,

SINCE THEY SHUT DOWN My
PUBLISHING COMPANY, I'VE BEEN
PRINTING FAKE PASSPURTS. BlG
SELLERS. WOU WWANT ONET

BROTHER =IN-L AW,

MNOT MAE, MY

SHES EIGHTEEM, THE SAME AGE
AS MY DAUGHTER, MAMDANA .

KHOSRO'S DAUGHTER HAD LE
WITH HER MOTHER RIGHT
AFTER THE REVOLUTION,

WHEM THEY LET HIM DUT, MY
BROTHER STARTED GOING TO
COUMTER -REVOLUTIONARY
DEMONSTRATIONS . HE TOLD ME THAT
THE CHIEF GF THE NEW EXECUTIONERS
WAS HIS TORTURER IN THE SHAH'S
PRISOM ., HE SAW IT WITH HIS 0w
EVES. HE SAID "KHOSRD, | CAN'T
TAKE ANY MOREY | MADE HIM A
FAKE PASSPORT AND HE SOUGHT
POLITICAL ASYLUM IN SWEDEN.

O CAN COME N,
THEY'RE FRIENDS .

THEY'VE BEEN SEARCHING
THE HOUSES OF EVERYOME
IN HER. FAMILY. THIS IS THE
OMLY PLACE SHE'S SAFE .
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AFTER MEGOTIATING A PRICE, THE
EQUIVALENT OF ABOUT $200, IKHOSRO
AGREED TO MAKE A PASSPORT IN
FIVE DAYS, WE WENT BACK TO THE
HOSPITAL FEELING A LITTLE BETTER,

HE'S COME TO. HE WANTS
TO SEE YOU,
N

mﬁy

| SAW KHOSRD, HE CAN
MAKE A PASSPORT FOR
TAHER BY WEDNESDAY.

CON'T UPSET YOUR-
SELF, TALK ABOUT
SOMETHING ELSE ,

SEE, IT'S NOT
THE CIGARETTES
THAT DIp IT!

T WAS THAT
DAMN GREMADE...

| HAVE DMLY ONE WISH, AMND THAT'S TO
SEE MY SOM AGAIN, DHE LAST TIME.

l

LOOK AT HOW LITTLE
MARTI 1S GROWING
VP, ONE DAY SHE'LL

LEAVE AND YOU'LL
SEE HOW HARD IT 1S
TO LOSE YOUR KIDS.
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TWO DAYS LATER, MILOUFAR, ARRESTED... AND EXECUTED.
THE EMaHTEEM-YEAR-OLD
COMMUNIST, WAS SPOTTED.

KHOSRO FOUMD HIS HOUSE FLED ACROSS THE MOUNTAINS AMD SOUGHT ASYLUM WITH
EANSACKED... TO TURKEY... HIS BROTHER. IN SWEDEN.

HE NEVER GOT TO MAKE THE PASSPIRT.

THREE WEEKS AFTER THESE EVENTS, UNCLE TAHER WAS BURIED. HIS REAL PASSPORT ARRIVED THE
SAME DAY...

[..He nEVER GOT TO SEE HIS SOM...

ALE






2> KIMWILDE

A YEAR AFTER MY UNCLE DIED, THE BORDERS WERE REOPENED.
MY PARENTS AN TO GET PASSPORTS.

SHE SURE DIDN'T LOOK VERY
HAPPY. IM FACT, SHE WAS
UNRECOGNIZABLE

MY GOD. JUST LOOK
AT ME [N THIS

PICTURE, WITH THE
SCARF ON MY HEAD.

LOOK AT THE LAST PAGE: ™IT 15
STRICTLY FORBIDDEN TO TRAVEL
1M OCCUPIED PALESTIME WITH THIS
DOCUMENT ¥

AS SDON AS | GET MY
PASSPORT, WE'LL GO

TIME TG&ETHE.R,I JUST THE
OH & BlG TRIP!

[we WANT TO SPEND SOME
TWO OF US, FOR ‘& FEW DAYS.

A, TURKEY'S FOR
THE BIRDS. oMLY
UNCOOL FELPLE GO
TO TURKEY, IF
YOU'RE TAKING &
TRIF, wWHY MNOT GO
TO EUROPE OR THE
UMITED STATES ™.,

IF WOU WANT US TO BRING YOU
BACK SOME PRESENTS, JUST ASK, POSTER, MO, TWD POSTERS, OME OF

KIM WILDE AND ONE OF IRON MAIDEN.

[A DEMIM JACKET, CHOCOLATE, A

twmr CAN YOU BRING ME BACK

FROM TURKEY 7 SHISH-KEBARS ? IRON MADEN? THOSE

FOUR BRUTES?

DURIMNG THE WAR, THERE WERE
NO IMPORTS FROM THE WEST.

L F

THEY'RE MOT BRUTES.
| REALLY LIKE WHAT THEY DO,







FIRST THING AFTER THEY GOT TO ISTANBUL, THEY WENT TO BUY THE POSTERS.

[
Tl'?}\uoi?m

ABSOLUTELY!

IT'5 50 HARD
WE FOUNP FOR KIDS IN
L‘-’;‘; IRAN. THE PODR
THINGS,
SHE

TELL ME THE
TRUTH, YOu
REALLY LIKE

IRON MAIDEN 7

YoU
HYPOCRITE!

A5 SD0M AS THEY WWERE IN THE
HOTEL, THEY SET TO FINDING & WAy,

WE COULD FOLD THEM AND HIDE THEM
IM THE LINMG OF THE SUITCASE!

FOLD THEM? THAT WALL LEAVE

123

UNDER, QUR,
BRANG ? COME 4!

AND THEN pAY MOTHER HAD &
GREAT IDEA...

%
TAKE ~ :_'
oFF Your | = -
COAT.







HEY, WHAT ARE YOU DOMNG?

BEHIMND IT..,

MDD THEM SEWED IT BaCK IM,

YOU'RE SURE

I LODK MORMAL ?
YOU TUST LOOK LIKE
YOU'RE WEARING

SHOULDER PaDS.
IT'S STYLISH.
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ARREIVING AT TEHRAN'S
MEHEABAD AIRFPORT..

(_r\ni WALKING LIKE FRANKENSTEIN, )

O OUPRE RO, L LOK,
COMPLETELY MATLR.AL

(PLace vour eags on THe TABLE )

S0, WHAT HAVE YOU GOT WITH
WOU? ALCOHOL ? PLAYING CARDS T
MUSIET FILMP CHESS SET?
MAGAZINES 7...

NOTHIMG, JUST
LFFAIRS.

YOU'RE SURE YOU'VE GOT
NOTHIMG ILLEGAL 7

Il vOU REALIZEE THAT IF | FIND
ANYTHING ILLEGAL, VLL...

SIR, PLEASE,
O WWE REALLY
LOOK LikE
SMUGGLERS?
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BACK HIME ...

HERE, THIS IS FOR YOU. NIKE'S
LATEST MODEL .
WO
= (]
]

MICHAEL JACKSOM!

ACEER
X o8 ,

BE
| WANTED POSTER
carerun B\ o7 pratoan
e

THANK YOU MOM! SO, HIW
WAS TURKEY ?
THAMK YOUR \
MOTHER. |T Was GREAT |
HER. IDEA. IT was =
: A UTTLE
CoLp,
BUT IT gL \
) WAS e
: (

| LOVED TURKEY .







1 PUT MY POSTERS UP IN MY ROOM.

v AND MY DENIM TACKET WITH THE MICHAEL
JACKSOM BUTTON, AMD OF COURSE, MY HEADSCARF,

[_'50 WHAT DO YOU THIMK? I 4, M G0N QUIT, !MMERE-'?’

\ MNOT FAR. ON GANDHI
l AVENUE. ’

BE BACK
14 aN
HOUR !

I'lL BE
BACK IN
TWO

HOURS.,

FOR AN IRANLAN MOTHER, MY
MOM WAS VERY PERMISSIVE
| ONLY KHEW TWO OR THREE
OTHER GIRLS WHO COULD GO
OUT ALONE AT THIRTEEM.
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FOE A YEAR MOW, THE FOOD SHORTAGE HAD BEEN RESOLVED BY THE GROWTH OF THE BLACK MARKET.
HOWEVER, rmDING: TAPES WAS A LITTLE MORE COMPLICATED. OMN GAMDHI AVENUE WU COULD FIND THEM

SOMETIMES,
JULIO 1GLESIAS, « JIKAEL MACKSON
N PINK \,] .

ABBA, BEE GEES , YAZOD
ESTEVIE VONDER 3 4
S p—"" 3

VIDEDS, MUSIC,
CARDS, LIPSTICK,
Al

THEY WERE GUARDIAMNS OF THE REVOLUTION, THE
WOMER'S BRANCH. THIS GROUP HAD BEEM ADDED IN
4882, TO ARREST WOMEN WHD WERE IMPROPERLY
VEILED, (LIKE ME, FOR EXAMPLE.)

AL






THEIR J08 WAS TO PUT US BACK
0N THE STRAIGHT AMND NARROW
BY EXPLAINING THE DUTIES OF
MUSLIAM WOMEN .

IT Wias OBVIOUS THAT SHE HAD
NO IDEA WHAT PUNK WAS,

THERE WaS NO ALTERMATIVE.
I Hap TO LIE.

| WEAR, THESE
BECAUSE | PLaY
BASKETBALL.

AND YOU WEAR THIS JACKET
FOR BASKETBALL TOO 7P

H "

WHAT DO | SEE HERE?
MICHAEL JACKSOM! THAT
SYABOL OF DECADENCE?

MO, IT'S MALCOLM X, THE LEADER
| oF BLACK MUSLIMS IN AMERICA .

BOA'T GIVE ME THAT!
IT°5 MICHAEL JACKSOM!

SAHD? | DON'T
RN HIpA,

BACK THEM, MICHAEL JACKSON
WS STILL BLACK.

AREN'T YOU ASHAMED TO WEAR
TIGHT JEANS LIKE THESE??

GO O, GET M THE CAR.
WERE TaxING YOU DOWH
TO THE COMMITTEE,

THE COMMITTEE WAS THE HR OF
THE GUARDIAMS OF THE REVOLUTION,
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AT THE COMMITTEE, THEY DIDN'T HAVE TO INFORM MY
PARENTS, THEY COULD DETAIN ME FOR HOURS, O
FOR DAYS, | COULD BE WHIPPED. IN SHORT, ANYTHING
COULD HAPPEN TO ME. IT WaS TIME FOR ACTION.

[' I'M SORRY MA'AM! FLL NEVER DO IT AGAIN...

MA'AM, MY MOTHER'S
DEAD, MY STEPMOTHER
1S REALLY CRUEL AND IF
1 DON'T GO HOME RIGHT
AWAY, SHE'LL KILL ME..,

SHE'LL BURMN ME WITH
THE CLOTHES IRON!

MAYBE SHE BELIEVED ME, MAYBE SHE JUST
PRETENDED TO. BUT, MIRACULOUSLY, SHE LET ME GO.

BACK HOME... I

MARTI! WHAT HAPPENED T
HAVE YOU BEEN CRYING?

MO MOM. M TUST
TIRED. I'M GOING TO
Y ROOM.,

THERE '‘WAS MO way | COULD TELL
THE TRUTH. SHE NEVER WOULD
HAWE LET ME GO OUT ALOME AGAIN,

| GOT OFF PRETTY Y
CONSIDERING . THE GUARDIANS
OF THE REVOLUTION DIDN'T
FIND MY TAPES.

£ WE'RE THE KIDS IN
AMERICA WHOAD J)

7

TO EACH 1S OWH WY OF CALAING GGWN.’
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8 404 THE SHABBAT

TO KEEP US FROM FORGETTING THAT WE WERE AT WAR, IRAQ OPTED FOR A HEW STRATEGY..,

| HEARD THEY'RE GOING TO USE WHAT ARE Y0U SAYINGT? WE'RE
BALLISTIC MISSILES AGAINST US. NOT AT WAR WITH THE SOVIET
UNION. | DON'T BELIEVE THE IRAQIS
HAVE WEAPDMS LIKE THAT.

FROM THE IRAG! BORDER TO TEHRAM IT'S THRISANDS OF MILES.
AMSSILES THAT CAM G0 THAT FAR COST A FORTUNE!

\

%&LJ_TMT'Q WHAT THE RUMORS SaY ! )

WE [RAMIANS ARE OLYMPIC CHA A~
PIONS WHEM IT COMES TO GOSSIP,

SHE'S RIGHT. WE LOVE TO Y0OU SEEM TO HAVE THE EVEN WHEM YU SEE SOMETHING
EXAGGERATE , OPPOSITE SYMPTOM |

WITH YOUR (WHN EVES, YOU
MEED CONFIRMATION FROM
THE BBC.

TUST LEADS ME TO BE

MY MATURAL OF TIMISM
SKEPTICAL .

135







MOM'S PESSIMISM SOON WON QUT OWER DAD'S 0PTIMISM, IT TURMNED OUT THAT THE IRAGQIS DID HAVE
MISSILES . THEY WERE CALLED "SCUDS” AND TEHR AN BECAME THEIR TARGET,

WHEM THE SIRENS WENT O, IT MEANT WE HAD T T T
THREE MINUTES T KNOW IF THE END HAD COME . oo s ot oy i sl s i

’
IT'S THE SAME THING.

1T WOl DAY
MAKE ANY
CIFFERENCE!!

THE THREE MINUTES SEEMED
LIKE THR.EE DAYS. FOR THE FIRST
TIME, | REALIZED JUST Hiw

MUCH DANGER. WE WERE I, YOU WON'T DEAR.

| PROMISE YU !
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LY PLACE | COULD GET IT.

MNOW THAT TEHRAM WaS UNPER ATTACK, MANY PLED. THE CITY WAS DESERTED, AS FOR US, WE STAVED.
MHOT JUST OUT OF FATALISM. IF THERE WAS TO BE A FUTURE, IN MY PAREMTS' EYES, THAT
LINKED TO pAy FREMCH EDUCATION, AND TEHRAM WAS THE

URE WaS

SOME PEGPLE, MORE
CIRCUMSPECT, TO0K SHELTER
IN THE BASEMENTS OF BIG
HOTELS, WELL-KRNOWM FOR
THEIR SAFETY, aPPARENTLY,
THEIR, REINFOR.CED CONCRETE
STRUCTURES WERE

ORE EXAMPLE WAS OUR
HEIGHBORS, THE BABA-LEVYS.
THEY WERE AMONG THE FEW
JEWISH FAMILIES THAT HaD
STAYED AFTER THE REVOLUTION.
ME., BABA-LEVY SAID THEIR
AMCESTORS HAD COME THEEE
THOUSAND YEARS AGD, AND
IRAN WAS THEIR HOME .

THEIR DAUGHTER MNEDA WAS
A QUIET GIRL WHO PloN'T PLAY
MUCH, BUT WE “WOULD TALK
ABOUT ROMANCE FROM TIME
TO TIME.

WONE DAY A BLOND PRINCE
WITH BLUE EYES WILL COME
AMD TAKE ME TO HIS CASTLE...

50 LIFE "WENT OM...
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0N ONE DAY, LIKE ANY OTHER:

( OH, 11000, 1200 TUMANS.

MOM, CAN | HAVE SOME MOMEY?
| WAMT TO GET SOME JEAMS
AND ESPADRILLES.

A000 TUMANS?

OUR CURRENEY HAD LOST ALL ITS
VALUE, T WAS SEVEN TUMANS TO
THE DOLLAR, WHEN THE SHAH WAS
STILL AROUMD, FOUR YEARS LATER
T WAS 440 TUMANS TO THE DOLLAZ ,
FOR MY MOTHER, THE CHAMGE WAS
50 SUDPEM THAT SHE HaD & HARD
TIME ACCEPTING IT.

0K, I'LL TAKE THE TEANS,
AND THESE EARRINGS.

A MISSILE HAS TUST EXPLODED
1M THE TAVANIEZ MEIGHBORHOOD.

AND I'LL TAKE
THAT RING, THERE!

WE WERE [N THE MIDST OF SHOPPING
EUPHORIA, WHEN SUDDENLY...

BOOMII

TAVANIE, WaAS WHERE | LIVED.

IF SOMEONE HAD TIMED ME, |
THINK | \WOULD HAVE BEAT THE
WORLD SPEEDR RECORD,

138






FASTER! PLEASE HURRY..

& CROWD HAD GATHERED 1M FRONT
OF MY STREET ! THE BOMB HAD
HIT MY STREET !

MAAM WHICH
BUILDING WAS
HIT ?

MY BUILDING AMD THE BABA-
LENY'S WERE AT THE END OF
THE STREET.

OHE CHAMCE IN TWO THAT IT .
YOU CAN'T GO BEYORD
WAS OUR BUILDIMG . [THI“S PoNT! l

AMD HE LET ME THEOUGH.







LIKE IM A HIGHTMARE .

I DIDN'T WANT TO LOOK UP. | LODKED AT MY TREMBLING LEGS, | COULDN'T G0 FORMWARD,

g

(EERSERE!

i

LET THEM BE ALIVE. LET
THEM BE ALIVE. LET THEM...

YOURE ALL RIGHT 7

Dal's ALL RIGHT ?

GRANDMA'S ALL
RIGHTT

ALQ







WHERE DID IT HIT?

THE BABA-LEVY'S HOUSE,

AT LEAST THEY
WEREN'T HOME!

PAOM, THEY
WEREN'T,
RIGHT?

WELL, | DON'T KHOW.,
IT'S SATURDPAY, YOU
RHOW

| KNOW TS SATURDAY IS THE
SATURDAY, 507 JEWISH SABBATH.
WHEREVER, THEY ARE,
JewWs ARE SUPPOSED
TO GO HOME .

ITS TRUE THAT THEY
WEREN"T VERY OBSERVANT,
| THIMK YOU'RE RIGHT.
THEY MUST HAVE STAYED
AT THE HILTOM.

YOU KHOW THE TAPE | PUT ON THE WINDOWS ?
IT WORKED PERFECTLY, ALL THE WINDOWS
ARE BROKEM, BUT THERE'S NOT A PIECE OF
BROKEN GLASS IN THE HOUSE!

444

1| COULD TELL THAT MY MITHER WAS TRYING TO CHANGE THE SUBJELT.






WHEN WE WALKED PAST THE BABA-LEVY'S HOUSE, WHICH WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED, | COULD FEEL
THAT SHE WAS DISCREETLY PULLING ME Away. SOMETHIMNG TOD ME THAT THE BABA-LEVYS HAD BEEM
AT HOME , SOMETHING CAUGHT MY ATTENTION.

| SAW 4 TURGUOISE BRACELET. IT WAS MEDA'S, HER THE BRACELET WAS STILL ATTACHED TO...
AUNT HAD GIVEN IT TO HER FOR HER FOURTEENTH | DON'T KNOW WHAT...
BIRTHDAY ...

MNO SCREAM M THE “WORLD COULD HAVE REUEVED
MY SUFFERIMG AMD MY ANGER .
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(%8 THE DOWRY

AFTER THE DEATH OF NEDA BABA-LEVY, MY LIFE TOOK A NEW TURM.
IN 4984, | WAS FOURTEEN AND A REBEL. NOTHING SCARED ME
ANYMORE ,

IVE TOLD wOU A

HUNDRED TIMES
THAT IT 15 STRICTLY
FORBIDDEN TO
WEAR TEWELRY
AND TEANS!

WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH
THAT BRACELET ? GIVE IT TO
ME RIGHT MOW!

OVER, MY DEAD
BOOY ! IT Was A

| HAD LEARMEDR THAT YOU SHOULD AND THE HEXT DaY...

ALWAYS SHOUT LOUDER THAN

(LeT me see T, i TeLLinG vou.

YOUR AGGREESSIR.,

IF SOURE STIL \WEARING
TEWELRY TOMORROW.. J 1 Know

LE-T ME SEE YOUR WRIST .

‘ WHAT FOR? ’

21

WITH ALL THE JEWELRY
YOU STEAL FROM LS, YU
MUST BE MAKING 4 PILE
OF MONEY.

WHAT
HAPPEMED 7

MARTI
HIT THE
PRINCIPAL

EXCUSE ME!
| DIDN'T MEAR IT !







AFTER | WAS EXPELLED, IT WAS A REAL STRUGGLE TO FIND ANOTHER
SCHOOL THAT WOULD ACCEPT ME. HITTING THE PRINCIPAL WAS A

VERITABLE CRIME . BUT THANKS TO MY AUNT, WHO KNEW SOME
BUREAUCRATS IM THE EDUCATION SYSTEM, THEY MAMAGED TO
PLACE ME IN AMOTHER SCHOOL . ANP THERE... ] 0

SIMCE THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC wWas
FOUNDED, WE NO LONGER HAVE
POLITICAL PRISONERS .

REGIME, BUT IT WAS THE ISLAMIC REGIME

MY UNCLE \WAS IMPRISONED BY THE SHAM'S
THAT ORDERED HIS EXECUTION.

YOU SAY THAT WE DON'T
HAVE POLITICAL PRISONERS LHDW DARE wOU LIE TO

ANYMORE . BUT WE'VE US LIKE THaT ?
GOME FROM 000
PRISONERS UMDER THE
SHAH TO 300,000 UNDER
YOUR REGIME .

ALy






CBVIOUSLY, THAT EVENIMG MY

FATHER GOT A PHOME CALL.

YES, OF COURSE.. YES...

SOU kMOW SWHAT THEY DO
TO THE YOUMG GIRLS THEY

S0 4 GUARDIAN OF THE
RENVOLUTION MARRIES HER...

IT WAS THE PEINCIPAL OF
MARTIS SCHOOL.
APPARENTLY SHE TOLD OFF
THE RELIGION TEACHER . SHE

GETS THAT FR.OM HER. UNCLE.

YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPENED
TGO NILOUFAR 7 THE GIEL YOU
MET AT KHOSRO'S HOUSE 7
THE MAMN WHD MADE
PASSPIRTS 7

o AND TAKES HER VIRGIMITY
BEFORE EXECUTING HER. DG YLU
UMDERST AMND WHAT THAT MEANSTTY

s

MAYBE YOU'D LIKE HER
TO END UP LIKE HIM TO0 ?
EXECUTED 7

YOU KMOW THAT IT'S
AGAINST THE Law TO KILL
A VIRGIM...

IF SOMEDME SO MUCH A
TOUCHES A HAIE OM ¥OUR,
HEAD, F'LL KILL Hipn!







BUT Hin! DO YIU KNOW THAT FOR SURE? MO, YOUR MOTHER'S RIGHT . IF THE GIEL DIES, THE
MANBE THEY TUST EXECUTED HER! TRADITIONALLY, WHEN 4 HUSBAND HAS TO GIVE THE
GIRL GETS MARRIED, THE DOWRY TO HER FAMILY,
HUSBAND 15 SUPPOSED TO
Fay HEE A DOWEY .

THAT'S WHAT HAPFENED

WITH NILOUFAR . AFTER, SHE .

WAS EXECUTED, TO MAKE RUBRPBE N L
SURE HER AWFUL FATE WaS

UNDERSTOOD, THEY SENT €00

TUMANS® TO HER PARENTS .

500 TUMANS FOR THE LIFE
AND VIRGINITY OF AN
INMOCENT GIRL.

*EQUIVALENT TO $£.00

ALL NIGHT LONG, | THOUGHT OF THAT PHRASE: “TO DIE A MARTYR IS TO
INTECT BLOOD INTQ THE VEINS OF SOCIETY.” MILOUFAR WAS A REAL MARTYE,
AMD HER BLOOD CERTAINLY DID MOT FEED QUR SOCIETY'S VEINS.

ALE






DE U L R R | WENT TO SEE THE PRINCIPAL TODAY, SHE ASSURED ME
THAT SHE HAD MOT SEMT A REPORT THIS TIME. BUT CONSIDERING
MERTI CAM YOU COME. THE PERSON YOU ARE AMD THE EDUCATION YOU'VE RECEIVED
HERE FOR A FEW WE THOUGHT THAT IT wOULD BE BETTER IF YOU LEFT I'Rx:mlr_
M MINUTES? WE WANT
i 7O TALK TO VU,

M RO 1 HA
fg”&;;‘fofﬁg .ﬁ%STE:AE. PECIDED FIRST OF ALL, BECAUSE IT'S EASIER TO GET AN
AUSTRIAM VIS4, AND SECOND BECAUSE MY
BEST FRIEMD LIVES IN WIEMMA. DO YOU
REMEMBER HER 7 ZOZO7 SHERINE S MoM7?

BUT I'm OMLY FOURTEEM!

THERE S A FREMCH SCHOOL YOU'RE GOING OM AHEAD OF
US. WE HAVE SOME BUSINESS YOU TRUST ME 7

IM VIEMMA, ONE OF THE
BEST IM EUROFE! TO TAKE CARE OF, \WE'LL
Lty oG T VOU'RE FOURTEEN AND
AZE VOO GOING - | KNOW HOW | BROUGHT
TO DO THERE 7 wOU OP, ABOVE ALL, |
: TRUST YOUR EDUCATION.

AL4F






YOFEE THE SAME PERSON WHD WENT O VACA-

TIEN TO FRAMCE ALL BY YOURSELF, REMEMBER? T TRUE, THAT was

GREAT . REAL INDEPENDEMCE.,

BEFORE THE REVOLUTION, MY PARENTS SENT ME
TO SUMMER CAMP IN FRANCE, MY MOTHER DIDN'T
WANT ME TO GROW UP LIKE AN ONLY CHILD,

WE FEEL IT'S BETTER FLR
¥OU TO BE FAR Away aND
HAPPY THAM CLOSE BY aMD
MISERABLE. JUDGING BY THE
SITUATION HERE, YOU'LL BE
BETTER (FF SOMEWHERE ELSE.

WE LOVE YOU S0 MUCH THAT
WE SWANT YouU TO GO

AT THAT POIMT, | STARTED TO HAVE Y DOUBTS.
WHY SaY THOSE THINGS IF THEY WERE COMING T0O?

MO, | WON'T EVER FORGET.

("5:
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| REPEATED WHAT THEY HAD TOLD ME OVER AMD
OVER IM MY HEAD. | WAS PRETTY SURE THEY
NWEREN'T COMING TO WIEMMA,

| STAYED UP ALL NIGHT aMD WOMNPEREDR IF THE
MOON SHONE AS BRIGHTLY IN VIENNA.

THE MEXT DAY | FILLED A JAR
WITH SOIL FROM OUR GARDEM.
IRANLAN SOIL.

| TOOK POVN ALl OF MY
POSTERS.

| INWVITED My GIRUFRIENDS OVER
TO SAY GUIGEYE.

HERE. I'M GIVING YOU MY MOST PRECIOUS THIMNG
S0 THAT YOU WON'T FORGET ME.

)

| NEVER REALIZED HOW MUCH
THEY LOVED ME.

AND | UNDERSTOOD HOW
IMPORZTANT THEY WERE TO ME.
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Ohl THE EVE OF My DEPARTURE MY
R,MDM'CITHE-R Cﬂ.-'\-'\v& T0 SPEMD THE | WATCHED MY GRANDMA UNDRESS, EACH MORNING, SHE PICKED

TASMINE FLOWERS TO PUT IM HER BRA S0 THAT SHE WOULD SMELL
NICE . WHEN SHE UNPRESSED, YOU COULD SEE THE FLOWERS Fall
FEOM HER BREASTS.

HIGHT &

CAN | SLEEP
WITH Y0 ?

IT WAS SOMETHING TU SEE

GRANDMA, HIW B0 YOU
HAVE SUCH ROUND BREASTS
AT YOUR AGE?

LISTEN, | DOM'T WANT TO

PREACH, BUT LET ME GIVE

YOU SOME ADVICE THAT
OH, I'LL COME WILL ALWAYS HELP YOU.
EVERY MORNING AND NIGHT, SEE YOU.
1500k THEM I A BOWL OF ICE
WATER FOR TEM MINUTES,

SHE ACTUALLY DID, AMD | KNEW
IT. | JUST WANTED TO HEAR HER
S4Y 1T, SHE TOD WAS LYING TO ME,

1M LIFE YOU'LL MEET A LOT OF TERKS. IF THEY HURT YoU,
TELL YOURSELF THAT IT'S BECAUSE THEY'RE STUPID.
THAT WILL HELP KEEF YOU FROM REACTING TO THEIR
CRUELTY. BECAUSE THERE IS NOTHING WORSE THAN
BITTERNESS AND VEMNGEANCE... ALWAYS KEEP YOUR
DIGHITY AMD BE TRUE TO YOURSELF,

| SMELLED MY GRANDMA'S
BOSOM. IT SMELLED GOOD. I'LL
HEVER FORGET THAT SMELL.
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AND THE MEXT MORMING .

| WiLL AYS BE
TRUE WSELF . 1M HOT COMNS ALDMG,
WAKE UP! IT'S .
SEVEN O'CLOCK .
WEVE GOT TO &0. /
& 7

AL,
TOM
/:

THERE WAS A HUGE LINE ., LOTS

ESPECIALLY YOUNG BOYS,
OF PEOPLE WERE LEAVING THE CONSIPERED FUTURE SOLDIERS,
COUNTREY,

THEY WERE FORBIDDEN TO

LEAVE THE COUMTREY AFTER
THEY TURMED THIRTEEM.

P

& "
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DON'T CRY. THIMNK OF

‘ EUROPE AWAITS YOU, l

AS SO0M AS YOU GET TO

VIENNA, GO AND EAT A

SACHERTORTE. IT'S THE MOST
DELCIOUS CHOCOLATE CAKE .

WHAT | HAD FEARED WaS TRUE.
MAYBE THEY'D COME TQ VISIT,
BUT WE'D MEVER. LIVE TOGETHER
AGAIN.

YOU'VE GOT TO &0 MOW.
DON'T FORGET WHD YOU ARE
AMD WHERE YOU COME FROM,
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| COULDN'T BEAR LODKING AT THEM THERE BEHIND THE GLASS, | COULDR'T JusT ﬂ
NOTHING'S WORSE THAN SAYING GOODBYE, IT'S A LITTLE LIKE DYING,

CLOSE YOUR
SUITCASE,
OU CAN GO,

| TURMED AROUND TO SEE THEM
OME LAST TIME.

IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTEE TO JUST G0,
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& THE SOUP

MOVEMBER 4984, | AM IN AUSTRIA, | HAD COME HERE

LIKE HER OWH DAUGHTER.

FOR AN OPEN AND SECULAR EUROPE AND THAT Z0F(0, MY MOTHER'S BEST FRIEND, WOULD LOVE ME

WITH THE IDEA OF LEAVING & RELIGIDUS IRAMN

‘\' " 2) /)
AT )7

OMNLY HERE | &M SHE LEFT ME AT & BOARDING
HOUSE RUN BY MUMNS.

MY ROOM WAS SMALL, AND FOR THE FIRST
TIME (M MY LIFE | HAD TO SHARE MY SPACE
WITH ANOTHER PERSOM.

| HADN'T MET HER YET. I I WONDERED WHAT SHE WOULD EURQPE, THE ALPS, SWITZERLAND,

OMLY KHNEW THAT HER NAME LOOK LIKE,
was Lulia,

AUSTRIA, .FROM THIS | PEPUCED
THAT SHE WOULD BE LIKE HEIDI,

THIS WAS OKAY WITH ME.
| REALLY LIKED HEIDI







| HAD BEEM IN VIEMMA ELEVEM DaYS, Z0Z0 AND
HER DAUGHTER SHIRIM, WHOM | HAD KMHOWH
DURING MY CHILDHOOD, HAD COME TD GET ME

AT THE AIRPORT.
| &m

SHIRIN WAS AS | REMEMBERED HER, HOWEVER,
| DETECTED SOMETHING UMKIND IN THE LOCK
HER MOTHEE GAVE ME,

YOU HAVEN'T CHaMGED MUCH WELL,
VES! NOW YOU HaVE LOMG MAIR

YOU HAVEN'T EITHER
YOU'RE THE SAME.

IT'S GOING TO BE COOL TO
G0 TO SCHOOL WITHOUT A
WEIL, TO NOT HAVE TD BEAT
OMESELF EVERY DAY FOR
THE WAaR MARTYRS

HAVE YOU SEEN THESE?
THEY'RE REALLY FASHIDNABLE,
THEY'RE TO FROTECT WOUR
EARS FROM THE COLD. DO YOU
WANMT TO TRY THEM ON?

THIS 9 MY R ASPREREZY -
SCENTED PEN, BUT
STRAWBERRY AMD
BLACKBERRY CMES, TOO

BE wiU WANT T6 PUT ON
SOME LIPSTICK? | LOVE
PEARLY PIME. IT'S VERY IN!I!

| HAVE

WHAT & TRAITOR! WHILE PECPLE
WERE PYING IM OUR COUNTEY,
SHE was TALKING TQ ME
ABOUT TRIVIAL THINGS.







1 LIVEDR WITH THEM FOE TEAM po =

2 - ; oo YOU INEGMPETENT IDI0T!
pave. HERE WERE FIGHTS | WECRK PMYSELF TO THE
SAIL, BOME S0 THAT YOU CaN
THROW MOMEY AwaY OM
FLOWER S

M GWEETHEAR T MERE,
THESE ARE FOR wOU

BUT FOFQ, IT'S QUR
WEDDIMG ANMIVER SARY.

YO CAN GIVE ME “WHAT-
EVER YOU WAMT THE DAY
YOU'VE EARMED SOME
PMONEY. I'VE HAD ENCUGH!!

I TEHRAM, Z0Z0 WAS | I8 VIENMA, SHE BECAME A% FOR HOUSHANG,
HER HUSBAMND A HAIRDRESSER. Z0FZ0'S HUSBAND, HE
WaAS A CED IM IRAN,

HOUSHANG'S SECRETARY,

BUT IN AU$TR.TI'A__ HE
WAS NOTHING,

IT was SHE, BY THE
WAY, WHO CUT OFF pv

e

THANKS TO & DOZEN BAD INVESTMENTS, HOUSHANG HAD LOST
ALL HIS CAPITAL. "YU GAMBLED IT AWAY!™ | HEARD THAT IN
THE COURSE OF OME OF THEIR HABITULAL QUARRELS,

I 54w YoU AT THE CAFE WITH THOSE
TWO BASTARDS! THEY'D HAVE TOQ
STEAL THE CLOTHES OFF YOUR BACK FOR
YOU TO RECOGMNITE THEIR INGRATITUGE!

rrdlll gy
Ill;i};;’,‘zﬂ:‘;:’ o
IIIIII!";‘-" gy
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| Was ASHAMED, I'D NEVER
HEARD MY PARENTS BICKER
OVER PMOMEY.

PROSABLY BECAUSE MY FATHER
WASM'T INCOMPETENT







AMD AFTER THESE TEN Davs

MAR TANE,
| SPOKE
TO viUR
MOTHER

RIGHT 2way 4o

PACK YOUR Bad,

QUR APARTMENT AS
YOUVE MO DOUBT NOTICED,
1S TOO SMALL. | FOUND You
A BOARDING HOUSE | &
BEAUTIFUL PART OF
VIEMANS, NEAR RATHAUS

IT'S RN BY MUNS, THE
MOTHER SUPERIOR aND
SEVERAL OF THE SISTERS
SPEAK FLUENT FRENCH,

NUNS | WS ACQUAINTED ‘WITH THEM. | WAS AT THE ECOLE
JEAMME DIARCH 1M TEHR AN, THE HUMS | EMCOUNTERED THERE

WELKENDS WELL G
SLATING

LEAVE THEIR HOUSE, N
MEAN ANMD SHIRIM THE INAME,

* Joan OF aRC SCH00L

THE OHLY OME | wAS GOING TO
MISS Was HOUSHANG. | SAW IN
Him A PROTECTOR,

TAKE CARE OF YOURZSELF,

HE SAW M ME A ALLY.

ORcAY® THAT S ENQUGH,
LET'S at!







HERE S YOUR HMEW

IT°% IMPERATIVE
THAT YOU BE
BACK BY 9:30.
AFTER THAT
THE DOOR WiLL
BE LOCKED,

IS YOUR ROOM. YOU'LL
HJSHARE IT WITH LUCIA. SHE'S
ARRIVIMG THIS AF TERNOON,

HERE, MAaDEMDISELLE. THIS |

WOU'LL SEE, YOU'LL BE
HAPEY WITH US., WHICH

PENOMIMNATION ARE \rau?J

{GAN GO TO vALDLY

FOR YOUR SHOPPING, “YOU
o ouT
AND TURN LEFT, LIMNKS!®

)

MOW | HAD A REAL
INDEPEMDENT ADULT LIFE. 1
WAS GOING TO FEED MWSELF,
DO MY DWH LAUMDEY. |

| HEADED STRAIGHT FOR THE
SUPERMARKET TO BUY
GROCERIES LIKE & WOMAN,

FALDI 1S A SUPERMARKET AND LINKS MEANS LEFT IN GERMAM,






IT HAD BEEN FOUR YEARS SIMLE I'D SEEM SUCH & WELL-STOCKED STORE.

THE FIRST AISLE | HEADED FCR WE COULBN'T FIND THEM 1N | FILLED THE CART WITH aLL
WAS THE OME WITH SCEMTED IRAN ANYMORE, KIMDS OF PRODUCT S,
DETERGENTS.

EVEW TODAY, AFTER 4LL THIS
TIME, WOU CAN ALWAYS FIND
AT LEAST 2 DOFEN BOXES OF
GLOD-SMELLING LAUMDRY
POWDER N MY HEUSE,

$

GIVEM MY RESTRICTED BUDGET, I HANDED OVER & 100 SHILLIMNG
| TOOK Tw0 BOXES OF PASTA. BILL. LUCKILY, IT Was I
EMOUGH, OTHERWISE | wiiULE '

HAWVE BEEN ASHAMED.

ACHT UND MEUSZIG
DREIZIG BITTE!

| DIDN'T kNOW WET THAT THIS
WOULD BE MY OMNLY FOOD DURIMNG

THE FOUR VEARS TO COME.
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| OFFERED HER SOME OF THE PISTACHIOS I'P
BROUGHT WITH ME, 4 PRESENT FROM MY UNCLE.
THEY ARE A SPECIALTY OF IRAN THAT IS OFTEN
GIVEN WHEH SOMEOME 15 GOING ABROAD. WE
COMSIPER QUR PISTACHIOS TO BE THE WORLD'S

BEST. ..

Lo A5 WE CONSIDER MANY OF DUR THIMNGS TO BE,

MUSHR DDA

LUCIA MADE ME & KNORR SOUP, "CREAM OF

| DIDNT LIKE IT MUCH.

714

MAGST DU
FERMSEHEN?

FEMS, FUNS,
FEME, ..
FEMETRE" ™

FERMSEHEN?

* WIMDOW IN FREMCH,

HEIRY HI Ml H
DASIST FENSTER!

DAS I1ST EIN
FERMSEHEN.

FERMSEHEN!
yal yval
FERMSEHEN!

| WAS HAPPY, | WaS SPEAKING







S0 WE WENT TO THE TW ROOM, “WHICH Was 08 THE GROUMD FLOOR.

EVEREYWOMNE WAS WATCHING &
MOVIE. THEY SEEMED TC BE
ENTOYING THEMSELVES !
EXCERPT ME' | wAS HEARING
“ALCHSY AMD "OCHS," TICHS AND " &
"SAICHS, ™ BUT MOTHING THAT | HALHAL Hit Hil
LOULD UNDERST AMD. . ¥ 7
Hil
Tt :







EVERY MORMING, | was
RUDELY awAKENED BY THE
SOUND OF LUCIA'S HAIR PRYER.

IT WAS MY VERY OWN ALARM CLOCK. SET
FOR 6:%0 ON THE 4T,

SWOKEM BY A
HAIR DPRYER TO
THEM RETURM
To & SCHOOL
WHERE | HAD MO
FRIENDS.

BUT IT was T0BE EXPECTED. | wWas
ARRIVIMNG 1M THE MIDDLE OF THE TRIMES-
TER AMD CLIQUES HAD ALREADY FORMED.

10







AND THEM THERE wWas THE FIRST
MATH TEST. | DISTINGUISHED
MYSELF BY MY HIGH LEVEL.

SATRAPE BRAVE' EXCELLENT WORK,
JUST OME MISTAKE COST Y0U HALF &

POINT., YOU GOT & 49.€ 0UT OF 20

THIS GRADE WON ME A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF ATTENTION,
I was VERY POPULAR WHEN IT CAME TO MATH HOMEWIRK.

THEMN | BEGAN TO DRAW CARICATURES OF THE
TEACHERS, | HAD GOTTEM INTO THIS HABIT
WITH MY TEACHERS IN IRAM.

THE DIFFEREMCE BEING THAT THEY WERE aLl
VEILED, THEREFCORE AMUCH EASIER TO DRAW.

THESE PORTRAITS ALSO BROUGHT ME SOME GOODWILL,

—
BESIDES, MY MISTAKES IN

INTEREST. IT HAD BEEN THREE

FRENCH MADE ME SOMEOME OF CH, THAT THING' YOU
KNOW, & DICK!

YEARS SINCE I'D PRACTICED MY
FREMCH, AFTER THE (LOSING COF
THE BILINGUAL SCHOOLS BY THE
ISLAPAIC GOVERNMENT,

WHAT PO YOU CaLL
THAT THING, YOU
KHOW, LIKE & RULER?*

{A pick? j

) MEANT & TRIAMGLE,

OH, RIGHT! WE
CALL IT & DIk,

14

CAN YOU LEND
ME YOUR DICK?

WELL, AT LEAST | EXISTED,







THINGS EVOLVED, AFTER SOME TIME, TULIE, THE SULLEM GIEL IN THE SECOND ROW, TOOK aM
INTEREST 1M ME. SHE WAS AN EIGHTEEM-YEAR-OLD FREMCH GILL, IN & CLASS WHERE THE
AVERAGE AGE WAS FOURTEEM,

| UNPERSTOCD LATER THAT HER RESERVE CAME FROM THE FACT THAT SHE COMSIDERED THE
OTHERS TO BE SPOILED CHILDREN, BUT | wWas DIFFEREMT.

I HAD KROWN WAR,

SHE INTRODPUCED ME TO MOME,
HE WAS TWO YEARS OLDER,

NOU'WE ALREADY SEEM
LOTS OF DEAD PEOPLE?

MOMO GREETED PEOPLE IH HIS
OWHN WAY,

S0 1T Was HE WHO KISSED
ME ON THE MOUTH FOR THE
FIRST TIME.,

7

THROUGH malmal

GOT TO KNOwW THIEREY AND I:ILI\"IER‘, Twil SWISs
DRPHANS WHD WERE LIVING IN AUSTZIA WiTH THEIR UNCLE, A DIFLOMAT.

THE FACT THAT | Was LIVIMG WITHOUT MY PAREMNTS ALSO SUITED TULIE.

YOUR PARENTS ARE DEAD?

ND, THEV'RE IN IRAN. )

A%






AN ECCEMTRIC, & PUNK, TWO ORPHAMNS AND & THIRD-WORLDER, WE MADE QUITE A GROUP OF
FRIENDS THEY WERE REALLY IMNTERESTED IM MY STORY, ESPECIALLY MOMD HE wAS
FASCIMATEDR BY PEATH,

“(uuuma;,







CHEISTMAS VACATIOM WAS APPROACHING, EVERYONE WAS TALKING ABOUT THEIR PLANS.

I8 GOIMG TO BE
BORED QUT OF MY
PATHD WITH MY

PARENTS 1M MNICE.

CHRISTMAS 15 AN AMERICAN INVEMTION.
A SANTA (LAUS DECKED QUT IM RED aMb
WHITE wWas COCA-COLATS MASCOT,

IT'S GOOD FOR
BUSINESS.

FA GOIMG TO MY GRAMD- WERE GOING TO BE BORED
MOTHER'S IN SALTBURG, ERAZY IH THE ALPS.
SHE'S THE OMLY OME IM TR
MY FAMILY WHD'S &TILL !

GG SKIING,
BEAR ABLE. IT'LL BE COML!

I'M GOIMG BACK TO FRANCE
T SEE MY FATHER

ILL BE IN
AMMELY.
WE'LL BE
HEIGHBOR.S.
WE CouLl
MAYBE SEE

YOU KNOW, IN IRAM WE
DON'T CELEBRATE
CHRIST MAS .,

WOU'RE GOING
Slﬂl‘ﬂﬁ? THaT'S
50 GREAT!

14






FRIDAY, PECEMBER 12, A98u. THE STREETS WERE FPACKED, THE HOLIDAY FREMEY HAD INFECTED
EMERYOME, | THOUGHT OF THIERRY WHEN HE TALKED aBOUT IT BEING “GO0D FOR BUSINESS™

WHAT AM | GOING
TO PO ALL ALONE
FOR T WEEKS?
EVEH THE
BOARDIMG HOUSE
WILL BE EMPTY,

WHEMN | GOT BACK, | FOUND LUCIA, STILL
FAITHFUL TO HEE POST,

g






————
YU DON'T SEEM BRAY.

1 KMOW! 1T 'S HOT EaSY TO
SPEHD CHRISTMAS WITHOUT
YOUR, FJ}MILV.

CHRISTMAS? NO,
IT'S M0T THAT

TOMORROW, I' M LEAVIMNG WITH
MY BUNT, | THINK THERE'LL
BE ROOM IN THE CAR. IF YOU
LIKE, VOU CAN COME WITH Us,

HOU! How y B

5 TYRLIA , TYELio , -rwu.)

YOU KMOW, IF YOU COME, YOu
MUSTN'T TALK ABIUT KLAUS,

R ED

G

LUCIA™S FAMILY WAS VERY
STRICTLY CATHOLIC

IF ¥0U wWANT ME TO REEF
MY MAOUTH SHUT, vOU HAVE
TO STOP WAKIMNG ME UP
WITH YOUR HAIR BRYER.

THE HEXT DAY, LUCIA'S AUNT
CAME TO PICK US UP.

I.t -
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LUCIAS PARENTS WERE INCREDIBLE. THEY WERE
UNLIKE ANYOME I'D EVER MET. HER TYROLEAM S e g
AUSTRIAN FATHER, WORE PANTS MADE OF LEATHER, 4KH GOING TO CHUKKH,
HER TYROLEAN ITALIAN MOTHER HAD A MUSTACHE.

A

ONLY HER SISTER REMINDED ME OF HEIDI.

W
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LUCIA'S FAMILY HAD NEVER SEEN MY GERMAK WAS RUDIMEN-
ANMY IRAMIANS, | WAS THEREFORE TARY, THEIRS UNUSUAL A SHE SaY5 THAT SHE
INWITED OVER EVERY DAY BY COUSIM WHO HAD SPENT FOUR LIKES TYROL A LOT.
AN UNCLE AND AN AUNT wWHOD YWEARS IM FRAMCOPHOME
WANTED TO GET TO KMlw ME. SWITZERLAME ENJOVEDR ACTING :
4% MY TRANSLATOR. PESSERT
SHE SAYS THAT
SHE ATE WELL,
s
s f
) y;

SHE SAYS THAT TYRILEANS
ARE VERY MNICE.

2

IT S WOMDERFUL TO HAVE
INTEEMATIONAL FRIENDS,

THEY SAY THAT
THEY LIKE YOU TUO,

AS QPPOSED TO My SCHDOL FRIENDS’ FAVORITE SUBJECTS OF
WE SPOYE OF EVERY THIMG, CONVERSATION, WE MEVER TOUCHED 0N WAR, OR DEATH.

FIMALLY THE DAY OF DEPARTURE ARRIVED. i . LUCIA WAS MY SISTER,

: SCHATZI" A CANDIED 4PPLE aMND
WOU KROW, I'M 2 SOME FRUIT FOR THE ROAD.
CABINETMAKER, | MADE THIS

FRAME ESPECIALLY FOR “OU.

AFTER THIS 'I'KIP, | HEVER, COM-
PLAINED ABOUT HER HAIR DRVER.

* DEAR

13






BAKUNIN WAS
AGAINGT MARX.

NHO'S BAKUNINT

HE WAS aM
AMARCHIST,

WHAT ? vOU
PON'T KNDWwW
BAKUHING

MY HE WAS THE
AMARLCHIST!

FOR ME, MOT GUING TO SCHOOL Was SYNONYMOUS wITH
SOLITURE, ESPECIALLY MOW THAT LUCIA WAS
SPENDIMG ALL HER TIME WITH HER BOWFRIEND, KLAUS,

WELL ... LONG LIVE VACATIONS.

VACATION??

S0 YOU HAVE A PROBLEM
WITH VACATION?

N BUT YOU SEE, AT HOME,
WE HAD TwW{ WEEKS OF
REEST FOE THE HMEW YEAR
AMD AFTER THAT WE HAD
TO WalT UNTIL SUMMER,

Y¥OU'LL GET USED
TO IT. THANKS TO
THE LEFT, THERE
ARE HOLIDAYS IM
EUROFE, WE ARE
MOT FORCED TO
WORK ALL THE

IF, AT THE BEGINMING OF THE
CENTURY, THE ANARCHISTS
HAD TRIVMPHED, WE
WOULDH'T WORK AT atl.
MAM ISH'T MADE FOR WORE,

COME OM, RELAX
TAKE ADVANTAGE!
CULTINATE YOURSELF!
YOU DON'T EVEN
KAOW BAKUNIM'

50, | CREATED & REASON,

THIS CRETIM MOMO WASN'T
ALTOGETHER “wWROMNG. | MEEDED
TO FIT IM, AND FOR. THAT |
NEEDED TO ECUCATE MYSELF

WHERE ARE
WAL GOING 0N
VACATION?

MOWHERE,
Fra GOING TO
READ. | LOVE
READIMG,

IM FACT, IT WAS & USEFUL
AHSWER TO THE PERENANIAL
QUESTION "WHERE ARE YOU
GOING?,” ALL THE WHILE GIVING
ME & ROLE.
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S0 THEY WENT OFF SKIIKG ARE 1
SET MYSELF TO READING. |
STARTED WITH BAKUNIM, |
LEARMED THAT HE WAS RUSSIAN,
THAT HE HAD BEEM EXCLUDED
FROM THE FIRST INTERMATIONAL®
AND THAT HE RETECTED 4ALL
AUTHORITY, ESPECIALLY THAT
OF THE STATE.

STAND MUCH OF HIS PHILOSORKY,
AS SURELY MOMOD DIDM'T EITHER

ASIDE FADM THAT, | BIDN'T UHBER-

OF THE COMMUNE.

THEM, | STURIED THE HISTORY

| COMELUDED THAT THE FRENCH
RIGHT OF THIS EPOCH WERE
WORTHY 0F My COUNTRY'S
FUNDAMENTALISTS,

THEM, | TURMED MY ATTENTION
TO SARTRE, MY COMRADES'
FAVORITE AUTHIR,

"THE HMOTION OF CONSCIOUS-
HESS COMES FROM MAN'S
LIVED EXPERIENCE.”

O

1 FOUSD HIpA A LITTLE AMMOYING . .

T FIRST INTERMATIOMNAL COMFERENCE

oF LG

MAMUNIST CEIPERATLRS,

WHER ['D HAD ENDUGH OF
READING, | WENT TO THE
SUPER MARKET,

i

IT was 50 (LD THAT | HAD

THE BRIGHT IDEA OF WEARIMG
MY SKI ST, BREUGHT FROM
TEHR AN, TO GO OUT.

DECKED QUT LIKE THIS IM
WVIEMMA, | FELT LIKE | WAS ON
THE SLOPES OF INNSBRIUCK,
CLOSE TO MY FRIENDS,

LEAST FOUR TIMES,

| WAS S0 BORED THAT TO BUY FOUR DIFFERENT PRODUCTS, | wWOULD GO TO THE SUPERMARKET AT

i

k&

\_HOU

Y & }

e MY BOARDING-

o

SUPERMARKET A7

THE

0






F 'D HAD ANYTHING FUN TO DO, | DON'T THINK
{ WOULD EVER HAVE READ AS MUCH A% | BID.

TO EDUCATE MYSELF | HAD TO UNDERSTAND
EVERYTHING, STARTIMNG WITH MYSELF, ME,
MARTI, THE WOMAN, SO | THREW MYSELF
INTO READING MY MOTHER'S FAVORITE BOOK,

"THE MAMDARING ™
BY SIMOME DE BaVar,

SHE MaD READ ME SOME EXCERPTS,
BUT | Was A LITTLE YOUMG,

I READ "THE SECOND SEX” SIMEONE
EXPLAINED THAT IF WOMEN PEED
ST ANDING UP, THEIR PERCEFTION
CF LIFE WEULD CHAMGE.

S0 0 TRIER. IT RAN LIGHTLY
DOWHN MY LEFT LEG. IT Was 4
LITTLE DISGUSTING.

24

SEATED, IT WAS MUCH SIMPLER,
AMD, A5 ar IR ANIAN WOIMAN,
BEFORE LEARNING TO URINATE
LIKE & MAN, | NEEDED TO LEARN
TO BECOME A LIBERATED AMD
EMAHCIFATED “WOMAM,






AND THEN CAME THE DAY, THE WaAS VERY HUNMGRY, S0 I WENT DPOWNMSTAIRS WiTH
FaMOUs Day M THE MONTH OF HUSNGRY THAT OMNE PLATE MY POT TO waTCOH TV IN THE
FEBRUARY WHEM | WAS PRECAR WOULDR'T HAVE BEEN EMNOUGH. REFECTORY,

M MY ETERNAL SPAGHET TI.

IT WAS STRIETLY FORBIDDEM, "INSPELTOR DERRICK”
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THE MOTHER SUPERIOR MO LONGER WANTED TO SEE ME, SO | WAS CALLED BEFORE HER ASSISTAMT,

APPROACH!

#

/
f

IT'S UMACCEFT ABLE, WHAT
YU S0 TO MOTHER BRIDGE T

AND WHAT SHE SAID
TO ME, YOU Fing
THAT ACCEPTABLE?

)

YEU'RE EXPELLED, I'Mn GOIMNG
T CaLL YIUR MOTHER'S
FRIEHMD TO COME GET wOU.

DOM'T BOTHER. | HAVE
FRIENDS WHO wWiILL BE
HARPY TO TAKE

CARE OF ME

| WaAS THINKING OF JULIE.

YOU SHOULD BE AS
OF WOURSELF!

HAME DJ

SHUT UP, YOU INSOLENT
GIRL. AS YOU'VE PAID,
YOU CAM $TAY UNTIL THE
END OF THE MONTH,

YO HAVE MOTHING
TO SAY TO ME?

24

EXCUSE ME?

| SaIk
THANK You!

1M EVERY RELIGION, YOU
THE SaME EXTREMISTS,

FiME







SHE SAYS THAT &HE IS
THRILLED TD HAVE You!

HOLD OM A MIM=
UTE. I'™ GOING TO
ALK MY MOTHER
IF WO Can COME

THEY THREW ME
CUT. | PON'T KHOW

WHAT TO BO

I DIDN'T WAIT FOR THE
END OF THE MOMTH,

4 FEW DAYS LATER,

1 CALLED TULIE.

LIVE HERE,

I 5410 GOOCBYE TO LUCIA, THE SISTERS SENT 4
LETTER TO MY PARENTS,

WHOM | NEVER SaW AGAIM,

e
”(i'- 3

[ 1]
i

Al
A

i

N/

EXPLAINING TO THEM THAT, HUMILIATED TO HAVE

BEEN CAUGHT RED-HANDED STEALIMG A FRUIT OH, THOSE LIARS! ,. THEY
YOGURT, | HAD DECIDED TO LEAVE THE BOARDING COULD HAVE AT LEAST FOUMD
HEUSE OF MY DWN VOLITION. & BETTER EXCUSE,

BUT WHAT 1N THE WORLD
CamM THIS MEAN? SHE
HATES FRUIT YOGURT.

READING WASKM'T ENOUGH. TO FIT 1IN, | STILL
HAD A LOMG way TO G0

HAPPILY, MY PARENTS KHEW MY TASTES.

5







FAY NEW HOME WAS A LOT MORE COMFORTABLE THAM THE BOARDING
HOUSE. | SHARED JULIE™S ROOM,

STay PUT, |
JUST CAME BY
T GET MY
TACKET

WOULD w0 BELIEVE | HAVE A
DATE WITH ERMNST, THE

CWHMER OF CAFE SCHELTER

=

YES ... MATURE, THE
WAy | LIKE THEM

pIk WOou DO WOUR
HOMEWERK?

TULIE, WHERE
ARE YOU GOING?

AMD THE SISTERS WHO FOUMD
ME IMSOLEMT ... IF OMLY THEY'DR
SEEM TJULIE.

M MY CULTURE, PARENTS
WERE SACRED. WE AT LEAST
OWED THEM AN AMSWER,

ARMELLE, WOULD YOU
LIKE A CUP OF TEA?

T0 BEHAVE LIKE THIS TOWARD
OME'S OWwWH MOTHER MADE ME
IMPIGHANT,
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[ REALLY LIKED ARMELLE, SHE —l
MNAS GENTLE AND DISCREET, IM
FACT, & LITTLE TOD MUCH 50,
COMPARED TO MY MOTHER,
SHE LACKED aUTHORITY.

DOM'T PUT TOO
MUCH 18, WHEM
THE TEA IS
STRONG, IT LOSES

ITS FLAVOR,

OF COURSE . ., HOW SILLY OF
ME! TEa, INDIZ, PERSIA,
RUSSIA, SAMOIVARS

=
_

AR MELLE Was VERY CULTURED
EVEM IF SHE DIDN'T KNOW
BAKUMIM. LACAMN WAS HER
THING, SHE Was PASSIOMATE
ABOUT HIM,

FIELD OF PSwCHOAMALY SIS WITH

VOU KNOW, HE OPENED UP THE
STRUCTURAL LINGUISTICS.

HE MAMAGED TO ISOLATE
THE REGISTERS OF THE
SYMBOLIC IMAGINATION
AND REALITY.

HE 1S OME OF THE FIRST
TO HAVE UMDERT AKEN
GROUP THER APY!

4 WOMAN AND A MAN
BOR'T THIMK ALIKE,
DON'T FUNCTION
ALIKE, DON'T WRITE
ALIKE, WOMEN'S
LITERATURE BLAH,
BLAH, BLAH, MEN'S
UTERATUREE, BLAH,
BLAH, BLAH BLAH, ..

I LISTEMED QUT 0OF POLITEMNESS.

v oo AMD ALSO BECAUSE SHE WAS THE OMLY OME WHO
FMEW IR AM. SHE UNDERSTOOD My MOSTALGIA FOR
THE CASPIAN SEA. SHE WAS ALSH THE DMLY ONE TO
HAVE SEEM A4 SAMOVAR.

AHD THEM, SHE WaAS THE ONE WHD HAD CAaLLED
MY PARENTS TO REASSURE THE M,
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TULIE AND | DISCUSSED A LOT BEFORE BED,

I THINEG YOUR MOTHER 15
WERW HICE

SHE CAM BE REALLY UMBEAR
ABLE WHEM SHE WaNTS T BE

OH, YOU'RE THE PURE, TIinik
IMNUCEMT VIRGIM WHE DOES
HER HOMEWDORK, I'™M 807 LIKE
THAT, I'VE BEEN HAVING SEX
FOR FIVE WEARS

EIGHTEEN GUYS:

£ SLREADY SLEPT wWiTH

CLIVIER , LAUREMNT
JeAN-MARE, AMOTHER
LAURENT, SERBASTIEN, .

BUT SHE REALLY LIKES YOU, TOO, THANKS TG
YOU, SHE GUES EASIER ON AME. SHE THINKS
THAT YOU'RE & GOOD INFLUENCE OM ME,

N AT FIRST WE USEDR
COMDOMS, BUT THE GUY

FABRICE,
FEELS LESS,

., LuC,

BEFORE MARRIAGE

Was SHILKED. TN MY COUNTRY,
EVEN wHEr YO HAD SEX

YO sl IT

I HAR A BiG BEHIND TD:’: ARk

HOW 100 CM THE FILL
THAT'S WHY | HAVE
SUCH & Bl BUTT

P

| wWASH'T EVEN TAKING
CONTRACEPTIVES,







ARMELLE HAD A GOOP J0B AT
THE UNITER NATIONS. SHE
TRAVELED FREQUEMTLY,

TOR. $TUDY HARD! JULIE,
DON'T CUT CLASS!

[ | STOCKED THE REFRIGERA-

WWHEH | GET BACK | WaNT
THE HOUSE TO BE CLEAN
AND TIDY.

HOW LOMG WILL YOU
BE GOME?

SI¥ DAVS, IF YOU
MEED ANYTHING,
CALL MARTIN,

MARTIM AMD ARMELLE GOT TO
KHOW EACH OTHER [N VIENAMA,
THEY WORKED TOGETHER, WERE
BOTH DIVORCED ANMD CARRIED OM &
PLATONIC RELATIONSHIP,

IT wWias TULIE WHO Hab
EXPLAINED IT TO ME.

,;:\ 'f",-‘:

1| DOM'T THINK
THEY'RE SLEEP-
ING TOGETHER,
IF THEY WERE,
| WOULD kMOW,

WHAT DO
YOU KHOwW
ABOUT IT?

WOU'VE SEEN HOW AMNDYIMG
SHE 15 . .. IT"S FOR SURE!
SHE'S HOT FUCKIMG

1| DIDN'T YET MAWE aNY EXPE-
RIENCE THAT WOULD HAVE ALLOWED
ME T MAKE THE CONNEC TION
BETWEEM ARMELLE'S CHARACTER

AND HER SEX LIFE.

MO SDONER Was HER MOTHER GOME..

oo THAN JULIE DRGANIZED A PARTY FOR THE DAY AFTER WITH
HER FRIEMDS FROM THE CAFE SCHELTER,
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THE MIGHT OF THE PARTY, i

o

—

WAIT, I'M GlIMNG TO MAKE
YEU UP. WOULL SEE.

SHE DID My HAIR AND DREW OM 4
THICK LIMNE OF BLACK EYELIMNER
THAT, FROM THEM DM, BECAME
MY DSUAL MAKEUR

| THOUGHT | LOCKED VERY
BEAUTIFUL.

WHAT ARE YOU DOING, TULIE?
VOURE PUTTIMG PERFUME THERE?

THERE! IT HaS &
MAME! IT'S CALLED
A SEX, A PUSSY,

MINCU? THAT'S
MY AUNT'S HAME.

PLUS, MIMOU 1M
PERSIAM MEAMNS
PARADISE!

HatHal Hat

GEHTLEMEN! WELCOME
TO PAR ADISE.

VES, | HAVE ALL
OF PINK FLOYD.

I MEW PINK FLOYD, M
PARENTS LISTENED TO THEM
WHENEVER WE WEMNT OM A TEIF,

TO ME, IT WASH'T EXACTLY
PARTY MUSIC













ARQUND FOUR IN THE MORKING, THE LAST GUESTS FIMNALLY LEFT. | WAS S0 SLEEPY.

I WANTED TO REMIVE MY MAKE-
UP BUT IT WASH'T COMING OFF
WITH WATER.

| WENT T ask TULIE FOR
SOME MAKEUF REMOVER, BUT
APPARENTLY SHE AMD ERMNGT
WERE ALEEADY ASLEEP IM
QUR RODM,

|

. oo HaWING SEX!
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| RUSHED TO THE LIVING REOM TO PROTECT MYSELF FROM | DON'T IT GOES WITHOUT SaYING THAT
KMOW WHAT, BEHIND MY BEST FRIEND, A BOOK | DIPH'T UNDERSTAND & WORD |
READ,
nWilsS e
A A}
-2
B
——
SEVERAL MINUTES LATER, | MADE DUT IN THE FOLLOWED BY ONE OF A NAKED WOMAN,

DARK THE SILHOUETTE OF A NAKED MaN,

THEM A MAN AND WOMAM HALF-MAKED! | COULDN'T BELIEVE MY EYES . ..

A - ¢ D MEVER SEEN THAT!
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IT REMIMDED ME OF THE DAY,

AMD, & LITTLE REDR, MY

EIGHT YEARS BEFORE, IN THE FATHER AMSWERED SERIQUSLY.
CAR WITH My Dab.

BaLLS? Balls, LIKE MO, MORE LIKE THIS,

WHAT? WE SAY THESE?

THEY'RE NOT TEMNIS BALLS.

TESTICLE. & MAN'S THEY'RE MORE LIKE PitG-
SEX IS MADE OF TWD PO BALLS.

BALLS AND & PENIS
THESE BALLS ARE
CALLED TESTICLES.

| DON'T BELIEVE IT, ¥0OU, ..

You. ..

YOU'RE STOMED !

SHE'S TRIPPING. G0 UM WOLFY, wWHY
DON'T YOU PUT SOME MUSIC QN7

S0 HE WASM'T ERMET, THE OWMER OF
CAFE SCHELTER! TULIE HaD JUsT SLEPT
WITH HER, MIMETEENTH GuUY.

THaAT NIGHT‘ | REALLY
UNHDERSTOOD THE
MEANING OF "THE
SEXUAL REVOLUTION. ¥

1T WAS MY FIRST Bl
STEP TOWARD
ASSIMILATING INTO
WESTERHM CULTURE,

By






MY MENTAL TREAMSFORMATION Was FOLLOWED
BY MY PHYSICAL METAMORPHOSIS,

BETWEEMN THE AGES OF FIFTEEN AMD SIXTEEN, |
GREW SEVEM INCHES. IT WAS IMPRESSIVE,

ME AT FIFTEEN

ME AT SIXTEEN

Y HEAD ALSD CHANGED
IHITS GWh WAY. FIRST,
MY FACE GOT LOMGER.,

MY RIGHT HamD,

(]

THEM fAY RIGHT EYE SREW,

o
(D@

—

d

MY LEFT FOOT.

Lo

[EVEN TOPAY, IT'5 HALF &
GIEE BIGGER THAN MY
RIGHT FOOT.)

FOLLOWED SWIFTLY BY MY
CHiM WHICH DOUBLED N
LEMGTH.

~
()

OF COURSE MY NOSE
TRIPLEDR ITS SIFE.

o

THEN IT wWAS MY MOUTH,

)

03

AHD wWas DECORATED BY
4 LARGE BEAUTY MaARK,

WHICH | THOUGHT HIDEQUS
AT THE TIME,

THEM MY CHIN ADVANCED
MATESTICALLY,

CMLY TO RETREAT TOITS
ORIGIMNAL FOSITION SEV-
ERAL MOMTHS LATER.

FINALLY MY CHEST DEVELOPED

IN SHORT, | WAaS IH AN UGLY STAGE SEEMIMNGLY

WITHOUT EMD.

AMD MY CENTER OF GRAV-
ITY Was BALANCED QUT 8Y
THE POUNDS OM MY BUTT

1y






45 IF MY HATURAL
DEFORMITY wWASN'T
EMOUGH, | TRIED & FEW
MEMW HAIRCUTS, &
LITTLE SNIP OF THE
SCISS0RS ON THE LEFT,

AND 4 WEEK LATER, &
LITTLE SHIP OF THE
SCISSORS 04 THE RIGHT.

| LODKED LIKE COSETTE
M " LES MISERABLES.

SO 1 COATED MY
HAIR. WITH GEL,

| ADDED A THICK LINE
OF EYELINER,

4 FEW SAFETY PlH'Sr

WHICH WERE
REPLACED BY &

SCARF, IT SOFTENED
THE LOOK,

IT WAS BEGINNING TQ
LOOK LIKE SOMETHIMG,

HANE YOU SEEN HOW

BEAUTIFUL SHE 15 NOW?

TO MY ENOIRMOIUS SURPRISE,
MY NEW LOOK EVEN PLEASED
THE HALL MOMITORS, IT
SHOULD BE SAID THAT THEY
WERE VERY YOUMG,

HAIRSTYLE EVERY DAY,

YOU CHANGE YOUR
WH CUTS YOUR HAIR?

I'F | PAY \fou WiLL Vou
cu'r MY HAIR, -ratn‘r‘

@i
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THAT'S HOw | BECAME THE
SCHOOL™S OFFICIAL HAIRCUTTER.

IT HELPED ME EARN A LITTLE
SPEMDIMG MOMEY,







MY RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
SCHOOL'S LACKEYS DIDM'T
PLEASE MY FRIENDS MUCH.

THEM. YOU KISS THEIR ASSES

THAT'S MOT ALL YOU B0 FOR
FROM TIME TO TIME,

t PO NOT. | THINK THEY'RE

PEOHS, THEW'RE PEONS, THEY
HAVE & FRED PoYCHOLDGICAL
PROFILE. THEY ARE THIRSTY
FOR POWER AND ARE LOOKIMG

TO CONTROL LS.

S0, YOU SEEM TO BE OM AwWFULLY
GOOD TERMS WITH THE PEOMS.

HNILE, THAT S ALL.

MOT REALLY!
I JUST CUT
THEIR HaIR,

-

WHATEVER! EXISTENCE 15
HOT ABSURD. THERE ARE

PEQPLE wWHO BELIEVE W IT
AND WHO GIVE THEIR LIVES
FOR VALUES LIKE LIBERTY.

EXACTLY! LIFE 15 PalN,
PAIN 15 EVERYTHIMNG,
EVERYTHING 15
MOTHIRGMNESS.
THEREFORE LIFE 15
HOTHIMGHESS. WHEN
MAN RECOGMIZES THIS
HOLE, HE CAM N
LOMGER LIVE LIKE aM
EAR THWOR M, INVEMT -
1M GAMES OF LEADERS
AND FULOWERS TO
FORGET HIS FICKLEMESS,

WHAT RUBBISH EVEN
THAT, IT'S & DISTRACTION
FROM BOREDOM.

S0 MY UNCLE DIED TO
DISTRACT HIMSELE?

MOBLE COMBAT,
BLAH BLAH BLAH .

oK' ARE WE GOING
TO SMOKE & JOINT?

FOR. MOMO, BEATH wWas THE GNLY
DOMAIN WHERE MY KNOWLEDGE

EXCEEDED HIS. ON THIS SUBTELT,
| ALWAYS HAD THE LAST WORD,

Exg






IT Was ALWAYS THIEREY WHE AOLLED THE JOINTS
WHILE WE KEPT AM EVE OUT FOR THE MOMNITORS
S0 WE WOULDN'T BE CAUGHT BY SURPRISE.

| DION'T LIKE TO SMOKE, BUT | DD 1T QUT OF
SOLIDARITY, AT THE TIME, TO ME, GEASS AMD
HERQIN "WERE THE SaAME THING.

EACH TIME | WAS OFFERED & JOINT, | REMEMBERED THIS
COMVERSATION MY PARENTS Hal ABOUT MY COUSIN KAMRAN,

POOR By, HE'S STUCK HIMSELF 90 MARY TIMES
HE'S BEGUM TO LOOK LIKE & VEGETABLE

THIS KIND OF THING ALwavs
HAPPEMS TO THE MOST FRAGILE ONES,

BECOMING A VEGETABLE WaS
OUT CF THE QUESTION.

MAKE THEM GOOD AMD RED,

S0 | PRETEMBED TO PND A5 SO0MN AS MY FRIENDSS THEM, | IMITATED THEIR,
PARTICIPATE, BUT | NEVER BALKS WERE TURMED, | STUCK LAUGHTER,
INHALED THE SMOKE. MY FINGERS IM MY EYES TO

I WAS QUITE BELIEVABLE.

£






THE HARDER | TRIED TO ASSIMILATE, THE MORE | HAD THE FEELING THAT | WAS DIST ANCIMG
MYSELF FROM MY CULTURE, BETRAYING MY PARENTS AND MY QRIGING, THAT | WAS PLAYING A
GAME BY SOMEBODY ELSE'S RULES,

T A

EACH TELEPHOME CALL FROM MY PARENTS REMIMDED ME OF MY COWARDICE AMD MY BETRAYAL. | Was
AT OMCE HAPPY TO HEAR THEIR WOICES AMD ASHAMED TO TALK TO THEM.

- WES, I'M DOIMG FIME, I'M GETTIMG 6000 GRADES.
- WOU HAVE SOME GOOD FRIEMDST
- FRIEMDS? OF COURSE, LOTS!
= THAT DOESN'T SURPRISE ME, vOU ALWAYS HAD
A TALENT FOR COMMUMICATING WITH PEOPLE!
-DAD ..
- EAT ORAMGES, THEY'RE FULL OF VITAMIN €.
- DaD, | LOVE YOu!
- US TOD, WE ADORE YOU. YOU'RE THE CHILD ALL
PARENTS PREAM OF HAVING!

IF OMLY THEY KNEW ... IF THEY KMEW THAT THEIR DAUGHTER WAS MADE UP LIKE 4 PUMK,
THAT SHE SMOKED JOIMTS TO MAKE A GOOD IMPRESSION, THAT SHE HAD SEEM MEM IN THEIR
UNDERWEAR WHILE THEY WERE BEING BOMBEDR EVERY DAY, THEY WOULDMN'T CALL ME THEIR
DREAM CHILD,
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| FELT &0 GUILTY THAT WHEMEWVER
THERE WAS MEWS ABOUT IRAM,
| CHAMGED THE CHAMRMEL,

IT WaAS THD UNBEAR ABLE.

IER
;

¥
e
l(to 4
k!

S,
—

BID VOU i A
WATCH TV T?-‘mz;f* My
YESTERDAY?Y e -
YOU musT BE 10 TR
WORRIED, ; !
s e
IR .
' N
;"-

| WANTED TO FORGET EVERYTHING, TO MAKE MY PAST DISAPPEAR, BUT MY UNCONSCIOUS CAUGHT

UP WITH ME.,

4o






| EVEN MANAGED TO DENY MYy DURING &4 PARTY AT SCHOOL.
SATIOMNALITY.

HI, I'M MARC, | GRADUATED
LAST YEARMOURE NEW!
WHAT'S YOUR MAME?

MARTANE. I'VE
BEEM HERE A YEAR.

| SHOULD 54 THAT AT THE TIME, IRAH WaS
THE ERITOME OF EVIL AND TO BE IRAMIAN WAS A
HE AWY BURDEM TO BEAR.

AND WHERE ARE YOU FROM MARIE-JEANME?

OH REALLYT WOU HAVE A FUMMNY
ACCENT FOR & FREMCH GIRL.

AND WHEM | GOT BACK THAT

MIGHT | REMEMBERED THaT
LIMNE MY GRAMDMOTHER TOLD
ME: “ALWAYS KEEP YOUR,

MAREY HE'S g DIGNITY AMD BE TRUE TO

ANNA'S BROTHER, ! YOURSELF!™

THE GIRL N THE

STRIPED SWEAT -

ER. HE'S A JERK

FROM BIURGE.

YOU SHOULDN'T

TaLk T THOSE
PECPLE

&~






UNFORTUMATELY, IT ALL CAME OUT IM THE END. A FEW Davs
LATER IN A CAFE HEAR SEHODL.

SHE TOLER MY
BROTHER THAT
SHE WAS FREMCH,

AND YOUR, BROTHER, BELIEVED HER? _J

WHAT OO YOU THIMK? HAVE YOU
HEARD THE way SHE Talus?
{H’m.‘!’. WO SEEHM HER FACE? ’

BUT YOUR BEQTHER was
HITTING OM HER CR wWHAT?

OF COURSE
NoT!

AH, THAT'S a
RELIEF. COMSI-
DERING HOW WaLY
SHE 15, IT WOULD

BE REALLY UNFAIR
IF SHE GOT A GUY
LIKE MARLC,

Ha, Ha, Hal | WOUuLD COMMIT
SUICIDE IF pY BROTHER was GOING
OUT “WITH A C0w LIKE THAT!

WAR, IT'S ALL TO
MAKE HERSELF SEEM
INTERES TING.

V((

| DOM'T KNOW IF YOU'VE NOTICED, BUT SHE
MEVER TALKS ABOUT EITHER HER (OUNTRY
OR HER PARENTS.

WELL, OF COURSE! SHE
LIES WHEM SHE SAYS
THAT SHE'S KNDWH "":.\ \‘

AMYWAY, HER
PARENTS
CLEARLY DON'T
CARE ABOUT
HER, O THEY
WOULDH'T HAVE
SENT HER
ALOME,

THAT WAS TOO MUCH, | Saw RED.

HL






Yyou ARE GOWNG

fo st orox )
MAKE You'!
1AM
IRANIAN

AND PROUD

OF IT!

| WANTEDR TO DIE.

WHERE WERE MY PARENTS TO TAKE ME 1M
THEIR ARMS, TD REASSURE ME?

FOR THE FIRST TIME IM A
YEAR | FELT PROUD.

BUT REALLY, | HAD NOTHING
TO CRY ABOUT.

| FINALLY UNDERSTOOD WHAT
MY GRANDMOTHER MEANT. IF
I WASN'T COMFORTABLE WITH
MYSELF, | WOULD SEVER BE
COMFORT ABLE.
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TULIE AND HER MOTHER HAD LEFT WIENMA, NOW | WAS LIVING 1N & WOHNGEMEINSCHAFT.
THE WOHMGEMEINSCHAFT 1S A COMMUNAL APARTMENT. | COULD STAY FOR FOUR MONTHS,

IT WAS FULL OF LIGHT. | HAD
A DDUBLE-BED, 4 BUREAU,

AMD A DESK. FOR THE FIRST
TIME IM A LONG TIME | HAD
MY OWN SPACE.

4y
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VIT'S YOUR MOTHER OM THE PHOME,
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EVEN THOUGH IT HAD BEEM ! IROMED MY CLOTHES FOR | MADE MYSELF AS BEAUTIFUL
MINETEEN MOATHS SINCE | HaD THE FIRST TIME, AS | COULD BEFORE GOIMG TO
SEEM MY MOTHER, THE MEET HER AT THE AIRPORT.

FIFTEEM DAYS OF WAITIMNG
WERE WERY LONG. THE DAY OF
HER ARRIVAL, | BATHED LIKE

MEVER BEFORE.

© 7,
ST 7s

o) °

“
i é" s ¥ °
| SAW FROM AFAR, A WHEM THIS WOMAN GOT CLOSE, THERE 1M ANY CASE, SHE DIDN'T
WASN'T ANY DOUBT. IT WAS REALLY HER. STOP.

IO MAN WHO LODKED
LIKE HER, THE $AME BEFORE | LEFT HOME, MOM OMLY HAD A
SILHOUETTE, THE SAME FEW GRAY HAIRS. IT'S INCREDIBLE WHAT
WALK, BUT WITH GRAY TIME DOES TO voU.

HAIR. MY MOTHER

WAL A BRUMETTE,

| DIDN'T KMOW IF SHE HADN'T RECOGMIZED

Q QA
- / —
ME, OR HADN'T HEARD ME.
SHE HADN'T RECOGHMIZED ME, ARD WITH GOOD REASON: I'D
ALMOST DOUBLEG IN HEIGHT AND SIZE.
OH MY DEAR,
| MOME MOM, YOU'VE
YOU ARE S0 TaLL! Pt i)

IT FELT STRAMNGE TO TAKE HER (N MY AR MS, OUR PROPORTIONS
HAD BEEM REVERSED.

1 ))Ln—_
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WITH THE 0 THERS' PER MISSION,

?
| BROUGHT HER TO STAY WITH ME, ERERAREE

MAKE
1 LIVE HERE. YOU'LL SEE YOU'LL

LIKE IT. MY HOUSEMATES ARE
VERY MICE. THEY'RE VERY
EXCITED AT THE THOUGHT OF
MEETING YU,

T Lo |

[T'H|5 1S MY ROOM. WE'LL SHARE THE

N I R\Y

IT'S AMAZING
HOW YOU'VE
GROWM,

IT'S MICE .. | HADN'T
UHPERSTOOD THAT
YOUR HOUSEMATES
WERE MEN,

| PIDN'T REPEAT THAT SHE, TOO,
Hab CHANGED. AT HER AGE, WOU
DOM'T GROW UP, YOU GROW 0LD,

IN PERSIAN GRAMMAR, THERE 'S N0 GENDER. MASCULINE AND
FEMININE ARE INTERCHANGEABLE.

BESIPES, | SURPRISED
HER ONE DAY IN THE
MIDST OF TEACHING “I
LOVE YOU™ IM PERSIAN TO
FRAMZ, WHO HaD JUST
MET AM IRAMIAN GUY.

TUST LIKE THAT || PON'T WOREY

YU LIVE WITH M M)

EMGHT MEM, THEW/RE aLL
HOMOSExUALS,

DOUSTET Parkam, DUU..,
Y00 UNDER ST AMD? QUL

BOSTET
DAR AM

HOMDSEXUVALST?

| HAD TOLD HER THAT TO REASSURE HER
AND | THINK THAT, DESPITE THE SHOCK,
SHE WAS APPEASED.

a3






RECOUNTIMG NINETEEN MONTHS IN &4 FEW
DaYs ISH'T EASY. WE HAD TO TALK A LOT TO
MAKE UP FOR LOST TIME. OUR
COMVERSATIONS 'WERE ALWAYS DISIOIMTED.

IT FRUSTRATES HiM A LITTLE, YOU
KHOW, WOUR FATHER SPECIALIZED IN
THE COMSTRUCTION OF STEEL

FACTORIES, BUT DURIMG WARTIME
THERE'S MO POIMT [H BUILDING.

TELL ME, HOW'S DAD? WHAT'S
HE DOING?

04, HE TAKES CARE OF THE
GAS I TEHRAN'S BUILDINGS.

L;g HE HAPPY ANYWA

YES HE'S DK A%, HE
MISSES YOU ENORMOUS-
LY, BUT HE'S HAPPY THAT
YOU'RE LIVING HERE, FOR
FROM THE PROBLEMS.

J

| LEFT IT IM IRAM, ¥OU SEE,
WE DON'T HAVE THE RIGHT
TO TAKE ANYTHING OF VALUE
CUT OF THE COUNTRY,

MY MOTHER ALWAYS WORE A
GOLOEN PEMBDAMT THAT Dab HAD
GIVEM HER FOR THEIR TEMTH
WEDRING AMNIVERSARY.

HAR LIED TO ME.

| LEARMED LATER THAT SHE

YOU DOM'T LIKE WHAT |

MO, MG LOWVE IT. I"p8
JUST HOT VERY HUMGRY.

v

THERE AGAIMN, SHE WAS LYING,
AFTER THIS Pav, SHE HEVER
AGAIN LET ME DO THE COOKING.

HERE - & LETTER FROM YOUR
FATHER, I'™ HOT THE OME
WHO OPEMED IT, IT'S THE

CUSTOMS IN TEHRAN, THEY
CHEEK EVERYTHING!

IN THE LETTER, HE WAS OVER-~
JOVED BY THE THOUGHT THAT |
HAD A PEACEFUL LIFE IN VIENNA,

| HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT HE
PIDN'T REALIZE WHAT | wAS
EMDUR NG,

ug






WE OFTEM WENT WﬂLKlNﬁ, 0O YOU REMEMBER QUR How GOOD IT FEELS TO walLkK
WY MOTHER AMD I, MEIGHBOR S, THE KIANIS? WITHOUT & WEIL ON MY HEAD,
THEY BOUVGHT A& HOUSE IN WITHOUT THE WORRY OF BEING
DEMAVEND." WHEN WE HEAR, ARRESTED OVER TwWO LOCKS OF
THAT THERE'S GOING TO BE HAIR OR MY MAIL POLISH,
AN AR STRIKE, WE TAKE
REFUGE AT THEIR HOUSE, THE
AR IS VERY PURE UP THERE.
WE HAVE 4 GOOD TIME.

HOW'S OUR
COUNTRY
DOING?

SiH! STILL THE
SAME, BOMBINGS,
ARRESTS, WE'RE
S0 USED TOIT
THAT THE CALM
HERE MAKES ME
& LITTLE

SHE MEVER ASKED ME aMY
QUESTIONS ABOUT Ay SITUATION,
CERTAINLY OUT OF & SENSE OF
RESTRAINT AMD ALSO BECAUSE
SHE wWas SCARED OF THE
ANSWERS, IF SHE HAD
SACRIFICED HERSELF SO THAT |
COULD LIVE FREELY, THE LEAST |
COULD DO WAS BEHAVE WELL.

" A MEUMTAINOUS C1TY SCRTH OF TEHRAN

[ <0 wHen worDs Farep s,

' Py T b
GEGTURES CAME TO CUR AID. I"M HAPPY TO SEE YOU SO

WELL=SETTLED HERE. MOW
WOU MUST MAKE AN
EFFORT, WOU MUST BECOME
SOMEBRQDY. | PON'T CARE
WHAT YOU DO LATER, ONLY
TRY TO BE THE BEST. EVEN
IF ¥0U BECOME A CABARET
DANCER, BETTER THAT YOU
DANCE AT THE LIDG THaAN IMN
4 HOLE IN THE wall.

HE'S VERY DEPRESSED. IN
IR&N, HE was SOMEBLDY:
FME. CHAR TERED

ACCOUNT ANT! 1M GERMANY,
THEY THIMK HE'S 4 TURK .,

AT DUR AGE, IT'S PIFFICULT TO
START CWER AT ZERD

| REMEMBER THE DAVE WHEM
WE TRAVELED aROUND EUROPE.
IT WAS EMOUGH TO CARRY ad
IRANIAM PASSPORT, THEY ROLLED
OUT THE RED CARPET. WE WERE
RICH BEFDRE, MOW 4% 500N a5
THEY LEARM QUR MATIOMNALITY,
THEY (0 THROUGH EVERYTHING,
A% THOUGH WE WERE ALL
TERRORISTS, THEY TREAT US
A5 THOUGH WE HAVE THE PLAGUE.

WHILE WE'RE OM THE SUBJELT,
DID ¥OU EROW YOUR UNCLE
MASSOUD 15 LIVING 14 GERMANY?

M GER MANY? BUT THAT'S
HEXT DOOR, HE DIDN'T WaNT
T COME WISIT Us?

-~
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A FEW DAYS LATER AT THE CAFE HAWELKA.

GIVE ME A CIGARETTE,

DON'T PLAY
THE INMOCENT
WITH pE, |
KNOW YOU

[Tuu SMELL LIKE

SMOKE AMD | SaW A
PACKET OF CAMELS
IN YOUR, Bak!

YOU WENT
THREOUGH MY
THIMGS??

"D BEEM LIVIMNG ALONE
TOO LOMG TO ACCEPT

ANY INVASION OF Aty

PRIVALY.

COME OM ..,
GIVE ME THAT
CIGARETTE!

I DECIDED TO LET IT 4.
| KNEW SHE WAS LEAV-
ING IM TWENTY DAYS
ANE | PIDM'T WANT TO
REGRET AMYTHIMNG,

HERE, HERE'S VOUR
CIGARETTE.

IT'S MAYEBE
RIDICULOUS TO
ASK WOU THIS
QUESTION NOW,
BUT WHAT REALLY
HAPPEMED WITH
THE MUNST

AHD | aMSWERED BACK
THAT THEY WERE ALL
PROSTITUTES.

THEY AP THAT IR ANIANS
PON'T HAVE ANY EDUCATION

UMDER MORMAL CIRCUMST aM-
CES, SHE WOULD SURELY HAVE
REPRIMANDED ME FOR
INSULTING PECPLE.,

SOU WON'T DO IT
AGAIN, RIGHT?

WHEM YOU SEE YOUR PAREMTS
RARELY, ALL IS FORGIVEA.

&0






P STAY AT THE WOHMGE-
MEINSCHAFT Was TEMPORARY,
" HAD TO FIMND MEW LODGIMGS.

MaRJI, | PASSED
By THE UMIVERSITY.
| SAW AN AD FOR
A ROOAM IN THE

THIETEERTH

HANSE MIESE WEG A,

WE WENT THERE THAT AFTERANOOM.

HALLD! I'M FR AU
DOCTOR HELLER.

3

B

" SHE'S SO FaT!

HERE

.« THE RENT |5 TWO THOUSAMD SHILLINGS ®. SHE
CAMN USE THE KITCHEN AND THE BATHROOM wWHICH SHE'LL
SHARE WITH THREE ROOMMATES, TWO ENGLISH
MUSICLANS AND AN AMERICAN ARCHITECTURE STUDENT,

* 450 DOLLARS.

ALL THE TEEMS SUITEDR US.

Y oF course,

JAEE MRS, SATRAPI
D "
o coRE fl o course.
| pavanTeR,

AMD AT THE TRAM STOP.

E\an'r BID YOU THINK OF THE ﬂ:@

7

HER TOO,
SHE LOOKED
LIKE &
HORSE!

LIKE HORSE
PIss!

£

HORSE PISS
FROM &
HORSE-FACE!!

EVEN TODAY THIS INFANTILE
JOKE BRINGS TEARS TO OUR
EYES.







| SPENT TWENTY-SEVEN DAYS
BY HER SIDE. | TASTED THE
HEAWENLY FOOD OF MY COUMTRY,

SHE STROKED MY HAIR EVERY
NIGHT TO PUT ME TO SLEEP.

IT RELAXED PME TO TAaLK TO
HER. IT HAD BEEM S0 LONG

PREPARED BY MY MOTHER. IT

SINCE I'D BEEM ABLE TO
WaS A CHANGE FROM PASTA,

TAaLK TO SOMEOME WITHOUT
HaVING TO EXPLAIM MY
CULTURE,

s =vaeTeds
st Stal o 2 lass
o] P.:i,,'l"gw
Al Giie o)

G,
relad

e

THE EVE OF HER DEFARTURE, BUY YOURSELF FREUWTS

AND VEGET ABLES. wOU
MUST EAT WELL. IT'S
HOT FOR SNOTHIMG THAT
SWE SAY YA HEALTHY MMD
IN & HEALTHY 20Dy

MY DEAR,, WOU WON'T

LO0K: | MADE
IMSULT GR. HELLER, RIGHT?

SOMME SKETCOHES
IHSPIRED BY OUR
WIMDG -
SHEPPING. I'LL
MAKE YOU S0ME
QUTFITS. YOU'RE
M MEED OF SOME
MEW OMES,

EVER SIMCE MY AREIVAL N AUSTRIA, | HADH'T
BOUGHT MYSELF ANYTHING AMND, GIVEN MY
GROWTH SPURT, MY CLOTHES MO LOMGER FIT ME.

THEN CAME THE CREADED DAY OF DEPARTURE. | WAS SAD
BUT, WELL, I'D BEGUM TO GET USED TO SEPARATIOMS.

I"pA SURE THAT SHE UNDERSTOOD
THE MISERY OF MV ISOLATION
EVEM IF SHE KEPT A STRAIGHT
FACE AMND GAVE MOTHIMNG AWAY.
SHE LEFT ME WITH &4 BAG OF
AFFECTION THAT SUSTAINED ME
FOR SEVERAL MOMTHS.

g2






& HIDE AND SEEK

FEAD DOCTOR HELLER'S HOUSE WAS aM OLD VILLA, BUILT 8Y HER FATHER, A 19305 SCULPTOR OF
SOME REMNOWN. THE BlG TERRACE THAT LOOKED OUT ON THE GARDEN WAS MY FAVORITE PLACE.
| SPENT SOME VERY PLEASANT MOMENTS THERE.

OHLY THE EXCREMENT OF
VICTOR, FRAU DOCTOR
HELLER'S DG, PISTURBED

OM AYERAGE, HE DEFECATED
ONCE A WEEK OM MY BED.

THIS HAR MOMY,
W

DOCTOR
HELLER! :

WHY DON'T YOU TRAIN HIM?

DO YOU HAVE ANY IPEA? IT'S THE FIFTH
TIME IN A MOMTH! IT'S UNACCEPTABLE!

1 OF TEN FORGOT THAT HE WAS TOO OLD TO LEARN ANYTHING.

YES, WELL' I'M
GOIMG TO HAVE THE
SHEETS CHAMNGED.

\ J'“un*-uﬂl
L

£3

YOU aRE REALLY VERY
UPTIGHT!

| m-!ull.






ALL MY FRIEADS HAD LEFT OUR SCHOOL, JULIE Was N SPAIM, THIERRY
AMD OLIVIER HAD GONE BACK TO SWITZERLAND AND MOMO HAD BEEM
EXFELLED. | WAS ALOME AT SCHOOL, BUT | DIDH'T CARE.

MY LACK OF INTEREST IN
OTHEES MADE ME MORE
INTERESTIMG.

—
B How's 1T GOIMG, .-mn:.me?_]

EVER SINCE I'D SEEM MY MOTHER,
| DIDM'T MEED AMYOME,

Do You
WANT TO

WALK HOME
TOGETHER?

OF MY FORMER HOUSEMATES.

MO, MY BOYFRIEND'S
COMING TO GET ME.

WHAT DO YOU SAY ABDUT
GOING TO AN ANMARCHIST
Bl PARTY THIS WEEKEND?

OF COURSE!
B LOVE TG,

ENEIQUE WAS TWEMTY AND
PLAYED THE PlaNg.

ENRIGUE Was HALF-AUSTRIAN,
HALFE - SPANISH,

HiS MAME WaS ENRIQUE, I'P MET HIM THROUGH PIETER, ONE

I LIKED Hipn A LOT,

THERE'LL BE ABJUT TWEMNTY
OF Us, IT'LL BE COOL.

LEARMING THAT HE KMEW REAL
AMARCHISTS OHLY INTENSIFIED
MY FEELINGS FOR HiA.

S4






“& REVOLUTIONARY ANARCHISTS' PARTY '™ IT REMINDED ME OF THE COMMITMENT AND THE
BATTLES OF MY CHILDHOOD 1M IRAH, EVEN BETTER, IT WOULD PERHAPS ALLOW ME TO BETTER
JHDERSTAMD BAKUMIN,

DOWN WITH 1 Jm

¢ THE aounaeomz ( /“’\ (, (,f Yy
aijl ;” )

v“\f& AL C

o ~ jJ
=

)]

m)

y,

n

G LINE
'BD«K.UNIN

1 | WAS COUNTING THE HOURS.
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FIMALLY THE BiG Day ARRIVED AFTER AM HOUR AND A HALF OM THE ROaDR, wE ARRIVED I THE

I THE DISTAMCE | S4W & GROUE OF ADULT 4 CHAGIMG DME AMITHER AND SHIUTING:

WHAT A DISAPPOINTMENT . .. MY ENTHUSIASM WAS QUICKLY REPLALED BY & FEELING OF DISGUST amD
PROFOUND CONTEMPT
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50 THESE ARE THE ANARLHISTS?

4
AT THIS INSTANT, MY LOVE FOR
ENR IQUE SUFFERED & DEVAS-
TATIMNG BLOW,

WE PLAYED Hlae .n\-:} SEEK,

COME, WE'RE GOING

TE TUN N THE (A ME,

COME 0N, wOU'LL SEE
WELL HAVE A GOOD TiME!

"M NET REALLY M THE
MDD FOR & PARTY

EMRIGUE INSISTED. | FINALLY
GAVE IM,

THE SAUSAGES AND THE MUSIC WERE GLOG

P WAS M LOVE AfaiN,

[







THEN WE WENT INSIDE TO GO TO
SLEEF.

GoD NIGHT ALL m

WE'RE ALL
GOING TO
SLEER HERE?

IT EMBARRASSED ME TO SLEEP WITH ENRIQUE IN FRONT CF
ALL THESE PECPLE. | CAME FROM & CULTURE WHERE EVEM
KISSING N PUBLIC Was CONSIDERED A SEXUAL ALT,

TO INGRID:

[ HERE, MARJANE, LET ME INTROGUCE YOU

SHE™S VERY CUTE, YOUR GIRLFRIEND.

PELIGHTED TO MEET woU, u
MARTANE. THERE'S A

ROOM UPST AIRS, iU CAN

SLEEP THERE IF YOU LIKE.

GOOD
HIGHT,
LOVE-BIR DS

UNTIL THAT HIGHT, MY RELATION-
SHIF WITH ENRZIQUE was STRICTLY
PLATOMIC. | HAD GROWH UP IN &
COUMTRY WHERE THE SEx aCT
WAS MEVER COMSUMMATED UNTIL
AFTER MARRIAGE, FOR EHREIQUE,

IT WASH'T & PEGBLEM, WE
SATISFIED DURSELVES WITH
TEHDER KISSES.

BUT THIS NIGHT wWas | BIDN"T WANT TO BE & TiMil
DIFFERENT. | FELT READY TO WIRGIM AMY LONGER
LOSE MY INMOLENCE,

AND TOD BAD IF MO IRANIAN
EVER MARZIES ME, | LIVE M
EUROFE AND I'LL MARREY &
EUROPEAN!

8






UMFORTUMATELY, THE MEXT
MORMIMG | WAS AS MUCH A
VIRGIN AMD AS TIMID AS THE
HIGHT BEFCRE.

MEVERTHELESS | HAD TRIED
MY BEST,

(0.0 300 S0 0-0-8-0

—
IT'S MY FAULT! I'M S0
UNBELIEVABLY UGLY. I'M
SURE THAT'S wWHY HE
DIDN'T WANT ME.,

Tl

I DIDN'T SEE ANY OTHER
EXPLAMATION,

M UGLY. | SMELL.
I'M TERRIBLE.
M HAIRY!

I WENT T0 JOIN HIM SO WE
COULD TaLK.

| HAD TUST FOUND ANOTHER
EXPLAMATION: "HE WAS IN
LOVE WITH INGRIP.”

HI, MY SWEETPEA, | DIDN'T
WANT TO WAKE YU, vou
WERE SLEEPING S0 PEACE-
FULLY. ARE YOU QKAY?

| HAVE SOME THINGS TO
PO, SEE YOU LATER.

[WHY SRE YOU 50 SADT )

I KHOwW. COME, | MEED
TO TALK TO YoOU.

HE'S GOIMG
TO TELL ME
THAT HE'S
MARRYING
THAT FaT

HE'S GOING
TO TELL ME
THAT SHE 15
THE LOVE OF HIS
LIFE, THAT I'M
LIKE 4 SISTER
TO Him,

g9







HERE I'T I5: | THINK
THANKS T0 YOU, I'VE | WANTED TO SHARE THIS AR GAY.
DISCOVERED SOMETHIMNG SECRET WITH wOU FIRST,

VERY IMPORTAMNT.

{

IF IT DIBN'T WORK WITH | HEVER REALLY KMEW WHD
YOU, IT WOULBN'T WORK I was, wiu ZEMOVER all
WITH ANYONE! MY POUBTS.

/4

MARJTAME, | ADDRE vOU.J I HAVEN'T TOLD ANYOME,

IT'S TRUE? You
DIBM'T EVEMN
TELL IMGEID?P

IT WAS IMCOMCEIVABLE, FIRST MY
EIGHT HOUSEMATES AMD HlwW MY
BOVFRIEMD, TO THINK THAT ALL
THE MEM | KMEW FOUMND LOVE
AMONGST THEMSELVES

1 SWEAR,, IT"S NOT
YOU. | THINK
YOURE PRETTY,
ATTRALTIVE,
SWEET; IT"S ME,

| PROMISE WU,

MEVERTHELESS, SOMEWHERE
INGIDE, | Was REASSUREDR, IT
WaS BASIER TO ACCEPT THAT
HE WAS GaY THAN THAT HE HADR
A PREFEREMCE FOR INGRID R HE
FOUMD ME UGLY.

| PROMISE,

| GAVE MY WORD, BUT | WAS TOD YOUNG TO KEEP IT. THIS (HaSTE
LOVE AFFAIR FRUSTRATED ME MORE THAN IT SATISFIED ME, | WANTED
TO LOVE AMD BE LOCVED FOR RE&L.

WHAT ELSE COULD | SAY?

€0






| LOST TOUCH WITH ENRIQUE BUT HIS ANARCHIST FRIENDS THE COMMUMAL LIFE WENT
ADOPTED ME. MY LIFE "WAS SPLIT BETWEEN THEM, MY SCHOOL, HAND M HAMDP WITH THE USE OF
AMP FREAU POCTOR HELLER'S HOUSE. ALL KINDS OF MOOD EMHANCERS
WEED, HASH,

| TRIPPED EVERY WEEKEND, aMD
YOU COULD SEE IT OM MY FACE.

| PERSISTED ANYWAY, | NEEPED
TO TALK S0 MUCH.

MY PHYSICS TEACHER, YONNEL
ARRDUAS, WAS WORRIED
ABOUT ME.

AT HOME, THERE'S & WAR, I'M
SCARED FOR MY PARENTS. I'M
ALOHE AND | FEEL GUILTY. |

DON'T HAVE MUCH MOMEY. MY
UHCLE wWas ASSASSINATED. |
SaW MY NEIGHBOR DIE N &

BOMBING .,

THEM, | LIVE IN THIS CRAZY WO~
MAM'S HOLWSE, MY BOYWFRIEND.,

MARTAME, ARE YOU OKAY?P YOU
CaN TALK TO ME IF wOU'D LIKE, -
ENOUGH, 1T S QKAY, WOULD YOU
LIKE TO COME OVER FOR LUNCH aT
OQUR HOUSE 0N SaTURDRAY? MY
MOTHER WILL BE THERE, TOO.

| SEMSED THAT HE DIDM'T BELIEVE
ME. HE MUST HAVE THOUGHT
THAT | WAS EXAGGRERATING,

4T HIS HOUSE, | PLAYED | SPENT & LONG TIMETALK- BE STRONG, ALL WILL 0 WELL FOR
WITH HIS TWINS, NG TO MRS. ARROUAS, MY YOU. | HOPE TO SEE WOU SO0M,
TOHANMA AND CAROLINE, | | TEACHER'S MOTHER, &

FRENCHWOMAN OF TEWISH-

MOROCEAN CRIGING.
M | UNDERSTaMp HOW HARD
s |

IT 1S FOR WU, YOU HAVE
TO MAKE THREE TIMES
THE EFFORT OF AMYONE
ELSE TO SUCCEED!
THAT'S THE IMMIGRANT
LOT IT wWaS THE
SAME FOR ME, WHEN |
ARRIVED IN FRAMCE.

"' BUT WE MEVER SAW EACH DTHER AGAIN, YONKEL'S WIFE
DIDN'T LIKE ME. SHE MUST HAVE THOUGHT THAT | Was

i\
o

fﬂh

l'f“\&:'.:_ MAKIHG UP STORIES. S0 | WAS MEVER AGAIN INVITED OVER.
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AFTER MY ROMaNTIC
DISAPPOINT MEMT
WITH ENRIQUE, I
UNDERSTOOD JULIE
BETTER WHEN SHE
TALKED ABOUT THE
MEGATIVE EFFECTS
OF A PLATONIC
AFFAIR OM HER,
MOTHER. | HAD
GRASPED THE ME-
CESSITY OF A CAR-
MNAL RELATIONSHIP,
BUT AFTER THIS IN-
CIDENT, WHAT WAS
1 TOBO? | FELT
EVEN MORE
UNLOVABLE
AND MAD EVEMN
LESS SELF-
CONFIDENCE.,

AMD THEN OME DAY A HEW
STUDENT ARRIVED IN MY
CLASS, HIS MAME WAS JEAN-
PAUL. | LIKED HIM,

YO AND MET

r WHO ELSE?

WELL, THIS WEEKEND,
SATURDAY PERHAPS,

WE ARRAMGED TO MEET AT CAFE
DE L'EURDPE AT SI% 0°CLOCK.

| PUT ON MY BEST CLOTHES. | WAS S0 EXCITED
THAT | GOT THERE AN HOUR EARLY.

LATE.

HE WAS HALF &M HOUR

HI' WHAT
ARE YU

0o
(UL

|

READING?

OH, IT'S wou!
| HADN'T
NOTICED.

MO, | JUST
GOT HERE,

62







| REALLY LIKED HIM. | A OKAY, IT'S JUST ... ¥OU
KMOW, 'A% EXPERIEHCING A

S%H'DW ARE (FNE-, FINE, AND YOU? GREAT LACK OF AFFECTION,

£

==
W W ‘l'

| WAS HOPING TO MOVE HIM ENOUGH THAT HE'D TAKE
MY HaND, CONSPICUGUSLY PLACED ON THE TABLE, WHILE
SAVYIMNG, “DON'T WORRY, I'LL TAKE CARE OF YOU.~

AMNG AFTER TEN MIMUTES OF

INSTEAD, HE $aID: AND AFT
:

EVERYTHING CO
TO HE WHO Wal

MES
TS,
/A.
o 3,)

LISTEM, | DIDN'T
GET OUR LAST MATH
CLASS OM LOGARITHMS
VERY WELL. | HAVE
SO0ME QUESTIONS TO
ASK YU,

| PIDNY'T REALLY UNBDERSTAND
WHAT HE WAS TRYING TO SAY.

| HAR TO REMAIN DIGHIFIES. | WE WERE TOGETHER UNTIL NINE

EXPLAINED EVERYTHING 45 0'CLOCK. TALKING ABOUT FUNC- WHAT DID YOU THINK, YOU

HATURALLY AS POSSIBLE. s T STURID GIRL? YOU THiMK THAT &
—= TIONS ANR TRIGONOMETRY. GUY LIKE HIM COULD BE INTERES-

OF 400 EQUALS L BECAUSE AQ HIS WAS VERY NICE,

FOR EXAMPLE THE LOGARITH > - TED IM & GIRL LIKE YOU??
EQUALS 100, ... | THAMKS, AND SEE YOU SODN.]

WHAT AN IMBECILE! HOW COULD |
HAVE BEEM 50 DELUSIONAL?
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THE FOLLOWING WEEKEND, | WAS BaClK AT IMGRID, MY FORMER EMNEMY, HAD NOW BECOME

THE COMMUNE, 4 GREAT FRIEND. SHE TAUGHT ME
TRANSCENDENT AL MEDITATION, WITH HER, I
WHERE WERE YOU THE PAST TWO WEEKS? SPENT MY TIME EITHER MEDITATING,

WHY DIDN'T YOU COME SEE US?

INVITED
PAE
OVER,
ANE
LAST
WEEK |

SAW A

; o B

. ‘\ Ly
A 3 ol [} i < Al

vl -y Y i3]
@" 1 2\ { ! \-\\u-.}"‘u" f*,:\".. J‘(‘*:I@:’f":?f:'ﬁ,’
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OR TRIPPIMNG.

| DIDN'T ALWAYS LIKE IT, BUT | BY FAR PREFERRED BORING MYSELF WITH HER TO HAVING TO
COMFROMT MY SOLITURE AWD MY DISAPPOINT MENTS.

(L]






LITTLE BY LITTLE, | BECAME THE
PORTRAIT OF DORIAM GRAY. THE
MORE TIME PASSED, THE MORE |
WAS MARKED.

BUT THIS KIMD OF DECADENCE WAS
PLEASIMNG TO SOME AMD THAT'S
HOW | MET THE FIRST GREAT
LOVE OF MY LIFE,

HEY"
MARJANE!

HIS MAME WAS MARKUS,

HE WAS STUDVING LITERATURE.
AT LEAST | WAS SURE THAT HE
DIDMN'T WANT TO SEE ME BE-
CAUSE OF HIS MATH PROBLEMS,

" GOIMG TO
SEE MY
FRIEMES IN
THE EOUNTRY,
WHY?

wWHAT ARE
VOU DOIMG 0N
SATURDAY?

DO YOU WWANT TO
Gi TO A LLua?

HAPPILY, THIS PATHETIC SITUA-
TIOM PIDM'T LAST LONG. THE CLUB
CLOSED AT 2:30 IN THE MORMNING.

IF YOU WANT, | CAN TAKE WOU
HOME, BUT | HEED TO FiLL UP
FILST. SHALL WE SPLIT IT?

ROTHING SURPRISED ME ANYMORE.
EVEH PAYING FOR GAS S0 THAT My
WHITE KMIGHT COULD DRIVE ME

HOME SEEMED COMPLETELY MORMAL

THIS TIME | BIBN'T MAKE AMY EFFQRT AT ALL:
| DIDN'T PUT OM MY BEST CLOTHES AND | ARRIVED
AN HOUR LATE.

1 HAD GIVEN UP, | THOUGHT
THAT YOU WOULRR'T COME,
'™ HAPPY THAT YOU'RE HERE.
O ¥OU WaNT TO DAMCE?

YOU KHOW WHAT | LOVE ABOUT
YOU, YOUR REBELLIQUS SIDE aND
YOUR, NaTURAL MONCHALANCE.

YOU'RE S0 BEAUTIFUL
T ONIGHT!

ASIDE FROM THE FACT
THAT WE WERE BOTH O8LY
CHILDREM, WE DIDR'T HAVE
ANYTHING 14 COMMEIN, |
WAS UMCOMPOR T ABLE,

THINGS ALWAYS HAPPEN WHEHN
YOU LEAST EXPECT. IT Was
HAPPINESS.
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P FINALLY HAD & EEAL BOVFRIEND. WHEN SUDDEMLY, b ALREADY HEARD THIS
| WAS OVER THE MODN, ONE HIGHT =

AT MAZKELS HIUSE, WUAS BALKY SIE HER T
UE My RAUS GEWEN !

THEEATEMMNG WILD YELLED AT
ME M THE METRO.

"M GOING TO OH YEaH,
WRITE & PLay I'D LOVE TO
BE IN IT.

DU SLHER AUS LANDERIN/
CEn RAUS !

IT Was ad Ll MaN WHD Sa1p
TRIRTY FOREIGMER, GET QUT!™ I
HAD HEARD IT ANMOCTHER TIME IN
THE STREET. BUT | TRIED TO
MAKE LIGHT OF IT, | THOUGHT
THAT IT was JUST THE
REACTION OF & NASTY OLD Man,

IT WA HIS MOTHER. MaRkus
DIGN'T HAVE A FATHER, SHE
THOUGHT | DIEA'T UNPER ST AND
GERMARN, SHE Was SAYING THaT
| WAl TO Gl "RAUS,Y QUTSIDE.

BUT THIS, THIS WaSs DIFFEREMT IT was HEITHER AN
OLD AMAN DESTROVED BY THE WAR NOR & VOUNG
HOT. IT WAS MY BOYFRIEMD'S MOTHER WHD
ATTACKED ME. SHE WAL SAYIMG THAT | was
TakiMb ADVAMNTAGE OF MARKUS AMD HIS SITLATIIN TO
OBTAIM AN AUSTRIAN PASSPIRT, THAT | was & WiITCH

LaB UNS i RUHE !

SHE ARDERED ME TO LEAVE THEM ALOME HER AMD
HER SOMN.

GO OM HOME, I'LL COME SEE YU
TOMORROW AT YOUR HOUSE.

MARKLUS MUST HAVE BEEM SUF-
FERIMG MORE THAM I HE HaD TO
SACRIFICE MG RELATICMESHIP WITH
HIS MOTHER TO COMTIMUE TO SEE

ME. | DIBA'T WANRT T abD TOIT.
SO 1 SAID NOTHIMNG .

THEM THEEW ME OUT,
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[[AT My WOUSE, IT Wasn T MUCH

BETTER HIER 6T
YOU GON'T HAVE ANVTHING TO HIEHT EIN
SMOKE? /.1 NUTTEM HAUS!

IT°S 40 STURR
MY MOTHER COT
CFF MY ALLOWANCE

/N

» THIS ISN'T 4 BORDELLD.

WHAT DO YOU THINKT YOU THINK | DON'T KNOW

[H.MIF. WOU MO SHAME? HE'S My &CVFR,IENDJ
ANYTHING ABOUT YOUR “SECRET PROSTITUTION'?

1\

WHAT? TO YOU, TRUE
AUSTRIANS RON'T GO
CGUT WITH GIELS LIKE
ME? I§ THAT IT?

OF COURSE! IT'S OBVIOUS.

50 1 IMSULTED HER VERY STRONGLY

-
YOU WOULD HAVE MaDE FREUD aM EXCELLEMT PATIENT 1N PERSIAN.

FEAQ DOCTOR HELLER wWAS & CRACKPOT, SHE WAS A REAL PSY{HD-
PATH, & CRAZY WOMAN, | REALLY WANTED TO INGULT HER, BUT |

SHE PIDN'T UNDERST AND ANY THING
HAD PROMISED MY MOTHER THAT | WOULDM'T

AMD | GOT TO LET OFF STEAM

e | HAD JUST READ HIS THREE ESSAYL OM THE THEQRY OF SEXUALITY
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MARKUS AMD | DIDMTT gMDw
WHERE TO G0 WE OFTEN ENDER

UP 14 HIS CAR WHERE WE SPMOKED
JOIMTS TO PISTRALT QURSELVES.

| WEMNT IN, | WAS VERY, VERY
SCARED. IT was THE FIRST
TIME THAT I'D SET FOOT IN
SUCH & SORDID PLACE.

LISTEM, | HEARD OF A CAFE
WHERE WE Cas BUY CHEAP HASH
DO WO WANT TO G SEE? 1 CaN'T
FIND AMYWHERE TO PARK,

HERE'S 200
SHILLINGS.

EXCUSE ME, | WANT TWQ
BAGS FOR 200 BUCKS,

BUT IT WASK'T A Bik PEAL.
AFTER ALL, | WaAS DOING IT
FOR LOVE,

MARKUS WAS PROUD OF ME. S0 PROUD THAT HE
TOLD THE WHOLE SCHIOL THAT HIS GIRLFRIEND
HAD COMTACTS AT CAFE CAMERA,

THIS 16 HOW, FOR LOVE, | BEGAN MY CAREER AS
A DRUG DEALER, HADN'T | FOLLOWED MY
MOTHER'S ADVICE? TO GIVE THE BEST OF
MWSELF? | 'Wa%S NO LONGER & SIMPLE JUNKIE,
BUT v SCHOOL'S OFFICIAL DEALER.
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%w THE CROISSANT

LUCKILY, | HAD BEMEFITED ENOWGH FROM A SOLID EDUCATION TO
NEVER DRIFT TOD FAR. IT WAS THE END OF MY LAST YEAR.
| WAS GOING TO TAKE THE FREMCH BACCALAUREATE,

WHEN | STUDIED WITH THE OTHERS, | REALIZED THAT | HaD
MANY GAPS, | NEEDED A MIRACLE TO PASS.

HIGHT 14 JUME, BURING MY SLEEP,

AND THIS MIRACLE HAPPENED OME

HEY, Mardl, THE
SUBJECT ON THE
BAC IT WiLL BE
MONTESQUIEL'S
“SLAVERY OF
THE NEGROES.™

THE HEXT MOREMIMG | CALLED
MY MOTHER,

WaS GRANTED.

EACH TIME THAT | ASKED MY MOTHER TO PRAY FOR ME, MY WISH |

DO YOU LIKE THE ARTH EENTURY?J

)

DO YOU LIKE MONTESQUIEY? )

YOU HAVE THIRTY MIMUTES
TO PREFPARE "SLAVERY OF
THE HEGROES.

2

I GOT A 13, THE BEST GRADE IN

SCHOOL,
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THEM CAME SUMMER, TO BE
TRUTHFUL, | WASN'T MAKING
AMYTHING BY DEALING BECAUSE |
WAS DOING IT A4S A FAVOR, S0 1
SET QUT TO FIND SOME ODD TO8S.

IT Was SOMETIMES BORING.

SOMETIMES FUN.

ONE DAY | SAW AN AD 14
A MEWSPAPER: "CAFE
SOLE IS LOOKING FOR A
WAITRESS, THREE
EUROPEAN LANGUAGES
REQUIRED."

N

\\Q‘

@

)

)

I

)

Y LED

YOU SPEAK GERMAN,
EMGLISH AND FREMCH.
THAT'S GOOD. HAVE YOU
EVER WORKED I A BARP

GOOD! YOU START
TOMORROW, BUT
WATCH CUT! THE
CUSTOMER 15 ALWAYS
RAGHT!!

CAFE SOLE WAS LOCATED IN THE BEST HEIGHBOR-
HOOD M VIENNA, | WAS PAID GECENTLY, BUT IT
WASH'T ALWAYS EASY WITH THE CUSTOMERS.
SOMETIMES, | REALLY WANTED TO SLaP THEM.

"THE LUS-
TOMER 15 ALWAYS
RIGHT.™ “THE CUS-
TOMER, 15 AlwaYs

MOMETHELESS, | HAD AN ALLY.
IT WAS SWETLAHA, THE
YUGDSLAVIAM CHEF.

WHAT S THE MATTER,

SWEETIE?

TELL ME, WHAT
CIp HE ORDER,

THIS SOM-0F-&-
BITCH?

A WIEMER
SCHMITFEL.

SHE REALLY MADE ME LAUGH.
THAMKS TO HER, | WAS ABLE TO
WORK THERE WITHOUT HAVING
TO INJURE & FEW MEM WHERE
IT COUNTS,
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| WAS S0 BUSY | DIDN'T MOTICE WHEN THE
START OF THE SCHOOL YEAR ARRIVED.

MARTANE
SATRAPI!
THE PRINCIPAL

I SAW THAT YOU HAD THE BEST SCORE FOR
THE FRENCH BAC., ALL MY CONGRATULATIOMS,

)

IF ¥OU WILL, THE USAGE OF CERTAIN SUBST ANCES
DOES MOT HAVE THE SAME EFFECT OM EVERYOME.

I CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS, IT CAN LEAD TO
’ MYSELF. WE
DEPLORABLE COMSEQUENCES. HAVE & REAL
PROBLEM WITH
— THE CONSUMPTION
(Y =~ OF CAMNABIS (N
4 © THIS SCHOOL.
.
—

WHOEVER PROCURES IT FOR
THE STUDPENTS OF THIS
ESTABLISHMENT COULD BE
SEVERELY PUNISHED,

YOU ARE INTELLIGEMT AND |
TRUST | WON'T HAVE TO
SPEAK TO YOU ABIUT THIS
A SECOND TIME.

MO, YOU WON'T
HAVE TQ.

1

THE END OF MY CAREER,

LET ME EXPLAIN

REMEMBER YOUR-
SELF, SATRAPI, I'M
COUNTING ON YOU!

| WAS VERY SCARED. IT WAS







ADMITTEDLY, | WASN'T SELLING
DRUGS AMYMORE, BUT | HAD
STARTED TAKING MORE aMD
MORE, AT FIRST, MARKUS
WAS VERY IMPRESSED,

ANDTHER OME?P?
YOURE TOO STRONG'

THEN, HE STARTED TO
LECTURE ME,

AMND FIMALLY, HE DISTAMNCED
HIAMSELF.

IM THE HAME OF GOD! LOOK
AT WHAT VOU'RE BECOMIMG.

THIS DECADENT SIDE, WHICH HAD
40 PLEASED HIM AT FIRST, ENOED
UP PROFOUNDLY ANNOYING HIM,

1 SHOULD SAY THAT | WAS SMOKIMG
TOO MANY JOINTS. | WAS
CONSTANTLY TIRED AMD | OFTEN
FELL ASLEEP,

THE DEFINITE INTEGRAL OF
FUMETION F OM .,

~

G

MARTANE, SRE
YOU OKav?

WHAT DO YOU WANT ME TO
SAY, SIE? THAT I'™M THE
VEGETABLE THAT | REFUSED
TO BECOMET

THAT I'M S0 DISAPPOINTED IN
MYSELF THAT | CAN HO LOKGER
LOGK AT MYSELF IN THE MIRROR?
THAT | HATE MYSELF?...

EVER Y THING'S
FIME, SIR,

A A LITTLE
SICK, | FEEL
VERY TIRED,

| REMAINED IM THIS STATE FOR
THE REST OF THE SCHOOL YEAR
BUT THAMKS T THE REMSTERE
LETTERS, SENT TO GOD EVERY
DAY BY MY MOTHER, |

GRADUATED BY THE SKIN OF
MY TEETH. | WAS RELIEVED.

32






IT wWas A988. MARKUS HAD STARTED STUDYING THEATER. | HAD
REGISTERED AT THE FACULTY OF TECHNOLOGY, BUT | NEVER

WENT,

| DON'T HAVE
TIME, MY

EXAMS ARE
NEXT WEEK.

THIS SAME YEAR, | BECAME
AWARE THAT THE PRESIDENT
OF AUSTRIA WAS NAMED
KURT WALDPHEIM.

THROUVGH MARKUS, | HAD GOTTEMN TO KNOW SOME
OTHER $TUPEN‘I'S. WE WOULD OFTEN GET TOGETHER
4T THE CAFE HAWELKA, WHERE WE DISCUSSEDR POLITICS.

WE SHOULDN'T EXAG-
GERATE, WALDHEIM
WAS ELECTED A YEAR
AMND & HALF AGD. IF
THERE HAD BEEM AMY
RADICAL CHANGES, WE
WOULD HAVE KNOWH,

HOW CAM %00 SAY
THAT? WE'VE GONE
FROM SOC1ALISM TO
HAZISM,

PERSOMALLY, | DIDN'T UNDERST AND
THIS PIFFEREMNCE. THE FIRST TIME
1S4 SKINHEADS WAS 1M 1984,

AT THE TIME, | DIDN'T EVEN KNOW
WHAT IT MEANT, AND | DIBN'T

SPEAK MUCH GERMAN, 50 1 DIDN'T
UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY WANTED
WITH ME, | SEHSED THAT THEY
WERE HOSTILE, BUT HAVIMNG
GROWH UP WITH THE GUARDIANS
OF THE EEVOLUTION, | KMEW WHAT
TO DO IH THIS KIND OF SITUATION ...

| KEPT A LOW
PROFILE.

SINCE THEN, |
HADN'T NOTICED

THEIR NUMBERS
GROWIMG.

ASSHOLES, THEY RE EVERYWHERE, YOU THINK
THAT THERE AREN'T ANY WHERE | LOME FROM?
THEY'RE TEN TIMES MORE FEARSOME THAN
YOURS. IM IR AN, THEY KILL THE PEGPLE WHO DON'T
THINK LIKE THE LEADERS!

ff IT'S INTERESTING
= TO HAVE AN
===\ QUTSIDE OFINIOM.







DURING THIS PERIOD, THE STUDENTS IM QUESTION, LIKE MOST YOUNG VIENNESE, WERE VERY POLITICIFED.
THEY GEMONSTRATED EVERY S0 OFTEH AGAINST THE GOVERKMENT IM POWER, SOMETIMES | TOIMED THEM,

3 B

THEY SAID THAT THE OLD NAZIS HAD BEEN TEACHIMG ™ MEIN KAMPF® IN THEIR HOMES TO NEW NAZIS SINCE THE
BEGINMING OF THE 805, THAT SOON THERE WOULD BE A EISE IN THE EXTREME RIGHT THROUGHOUT EUROPE.

IT'S CRATY HOw PEOPLE ARE ALL
COWARDS, AND HERE WE ARE 1IN [ MY FRIEMD'S FATHER EVEM ]

VIENNA, CaM YO0 IMAGINE HOW MADE ME & FRAME ...

= 2
IT MUST BE IN THE TYROL! ATILE-DARKER ) 1T WOLLDNE,

HAVE BEEM LIKE THAT.

IT'S BECAUSE YOU'RE & GIRL. IF
VOU WERE A BOY WITH FRIZEY
HAIR AND YOUR SKIN WAS &

BUT I'VE BEEN TO THE
TWREL, | THOOGHT THEY
WERE VERY MICE.

I ASKED MYSELF IF THEY “wWoULD
HAVE SAT BESIDE ME IF 1 Hak
BEEMN 4 FRIZZY-HAIRED aMD
DARK-SKINNED BOY?

iy






45 FOR MARKUS, HE MNEVER PARTICIPATED IM I
AMYTHING, HE WAS WRITIMG HIS PLAY.

LMD AMYWAY, IT'S
4 WASTE OF TIME,
WALDHEIM WAS
DEMOCRATICALLY
ELECTED. IT wWaAS
THE WiLL OF THE

—

l\ftm'ﬁls MOT COMING WITH Us? I,

UHH, pMOY "M
WORKING, |
DOMT HAVE

i

Ay [’}f‘u /C:ICK\

A | clck

| WRITE. CULTURE AND
EDUCATION ARE THE LETHAL
WEAPOMS AGAINGT ALL KINDS IXL é

OF FUNDAMENT ALISM. WE I'IL ”’. ‘f
HAWE TO EDUCATE THE PEOPLE

SO THAT THEY DON'T VOTE
FOR. MaZI5.

AND YOUR COMSCIENCE? WHAT HAVE
YOU DOME WITH VOUR LOMSCIENCE?

WEAM, THE INTELLECTUALS ARE TOU PRECIOUS IN ANY CASE, IT'S THE COWARDICE OF PEQPLE
TO WASTE THEIR TIME SHOUTING' LIKE WOU WHD GIVE DICTATORS THE CHAMCE
- T IMNSTALL THEMSELVES!

THESE ARGUMENTS MARKED THE BEGINMING OF THE
END OF GUR STORY.
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MNEVERTHELESS HE, LIKE i) TRIED
TO SAVE QUR RELATICMSHIP, WE
HAD BEEM TOGETHER ALMIST
Twl YEARS, THE NIGHT BEFORE
MY BIRTHDAY,

IT POESH'T BOTHER YO THAT
|wiN'T BE CELEBRATING MW
BIRTIDAY WITH YOU?

I"VE BEER IMVITED TO
GRAF BY A FRIENMD.

GOCD, '™ GOIMG TG SLEES AT
VOWRE GOING TO A VOUR HOUSE TONIGHT sy
ME NOULL SEE. TRAM IS aT 330 TOMORROW

WaAIT wEUTRE (LOSER TE
TUE STATION TwaM | A%

B, wIULL

€

IT'LL BE GOOD FOR wOu,

.
s
(. =
4

IT WAS GOEDR TIvING AFTER ALL
MAVBE THIS VACATION was GLING
—L SAVE [UR RELATICMNGHI?

WHEN YOU GET Balk,
wE'LL CELEBRATE
TOGE THER







-
S0 | SLEPT AT MY HOUSE AND
THE MEXT MORMIMNG ...

THIS MUST BE DESTINY'S SIGH
THAT | SHOULD CELEBRATE
TURMNING EIGHTEEN WITH Him.

| HAD AN INGEMIOUS IDEA: "I
At GUING TO SURPRISE Him
BY BRINGING HIM HOT
CROISSANT S

7

| TURNED THE KEY IN THE
LOCK DELICATELY, NOT TO
WAKE HIM, TO BETTER
SURPRISE HIM,













<2 THE VEI

—

ME, AND TO WHOM | Was

MY BREAKUP WITH MARKUS REPRESENTED MORE
THAN & SIMPLE SERPARATION, | HAD TUST LOST MY ONE
EMOTIONAL SUPPORT, THE OMLY PERSOH wHO CARED FOR

ALSD WHOLLY &T TalHED.

| HAD ND FaMILY OR FRIENDS. | HAD COUMTED ON THIG
RELATIPNSHIP FOR EVERY THIMG. THE WORLD HAD
JUST CRUMBLED 1M FRONT OF MY EYES,

4H, THERE YOU ARE!
L LOST My BROCCH. I'M
SURE THAT YOU'RE
THE OME WHD TOOK 1T,

-
LEAVE ME ALOME, OH MO, YOU CAN'T GET GO TO HELL, LEAVE' | DETEST
PLEASE! AWAY WITH THIS, YOU, | HATE You!

EVERYTHING REMINDED
ME OF MARKUS. THIS
BEDSPREAD, IT WAS HIS
BIRTHDAY PRESENT TO ME.

THIS POSTER, HE BOUGHT
IT FOR ME AT THE
PICASSO SHOW AT THE
MUSEUM OF MODERM ART.

T-SHIRT,

OH, HIS

T=SHIRT! WHERE Was
MY MOTHER
TO STROKE

AN HAIR?

WHERE WAS MY
GRAMDMOTHER
TO TELL ME
THAT LOVERS, 1
WOLLD HAVE
THEM BY THE
DOFENT

WHERE WAS
MY FATHER TO

PLUNHISH THIS
ASIDE FROAM HIM, WHD ELSE B0Y WHD DARED
WAL SINCERELY INTER- HURT HIS
ESTED 1M ME DURING THESE PAUGHMTER?

FOUR YEARS IN VIENMA?

WHERE?

9






IM THIS RODM, EVERYTHING
EVOKED MARKUS. | COULDN'T
STAND IT ANYMORE.

| TOOK MY BAG,

MY PASSPORT, THE PLANE TICKET
MY PAREMTS HAD GIVEM ME
TO VISIT THEM AT CHRISTMAS,

AMD A LITTLE MONEY.

S0 | GOT DRESSED,

(WHER.E ARE YOU GOIMG LIKE THAT? }

7 YOU'RE MOT GOING TO GET
OUT OF THIS S0 EASILY!

GO FUCK YOURSELF,

THIEF! I'M GOING TO
CALL THE POLICE!
I 4aM GOING TO DD
THIS ANMD THAT | .

VRN LR RERtY L et

B0






T WAS NOVEMBER 22, MY BIRTHDPAY. IT WAS BITTERLY COLD. | STAYED 0N & BENCH, IMMOBILE ...
| WATCHED THE PECPLE GOING TO WiRK ..

HIGHT BRINGS GOOD COUNSEL,™ MY GRANDMOTHER alwWAYS TOLD ME.

A1






IN EFFECT, SHE £ T o HE KMEW THAT COPS CAME BY FEOM
cLearen Op A o oF | QU ok THOE TIUHES TIME TO TIME ON RAIDS
POINT S, SUDDENLY, | PRETEXT OF NOT
HAD & REVELATION : FIMDING & FARKING
PLACE, s;z Mr}DE.T
WN N
MARKUS 19 A ?Lii{:()cninaaﬁ G
REAL BASTARD

IT WOULDM'T HAVE BOTHERED HiM IF | HAD BEEM
ARRESTED.

.. HE COULD HAVE TAKEN MY
DEFEMNSE INSTEAD OF SEMDING ME
HOME!

[ ... NOT TO MENTION THE FIRST TIME WE WENT

OUT TO A4 MIGHTLLUE TOGETHER, WHEN HE ASKED HOW COULD | HAVE BEEN S0 BLIND? WHAT
ME TO Pay FOR GAS AMD ONCE THE GAS wWas Palb RELATICNSHIP? wiHaT LOVE? WHAT SUPPORT?
FOR HE TOLD ME: WHAT AN ASSHOLE!

WHAT | LOVE
ABOUT YoU,
ITS VOUR
REBELLIOUS
SIBE aMD YOUR
HATUORE AL

MOMCHALANCE,

REPRESSED AS HE waAs, HE MUST HaVE IDENTIFIED
WITH MY REBELLIOUS SIDE.
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HE TOLD ME THAT
HIS MOTHER CUT OFF
HIS ALLOWAMNCE,

TS MOT
FLSSIBLE: HIS
SOTHER LOVED
HiM TO00 MUCH
0 CUT OFF HIS
SLLOWANCE, I'M
SURE SHE was
SIVIMG HIp
MOMEY. HE MUAT
HAVE BLOWMN IT

I DORT KNOW WHAT TO DO, I'M
STARTIMG UMIVERSITY M & MONTH,
IF | START WORKIMNG 4T THE SAME
TIME, IT'S GOING TO TAKE ME TENM
YEARS TO FIMISH MY STUDIES,

N THIS WAY, ALL THE MONEY
THAT MY PARENTS HAD SEMT
ME, WHICH | WAS SUPPOSED TO
LIVE ON FOR & YEAR, WAS SPENT
IN THREE MONTHS.

DON'T WORRY, | HAVE
SOME SAVINGS.

| WaS GOIMG
COMPLETELY
CRAZY,

TORAY, IN RETROSPELT, | NO LOMGER
COMDEMA HIM. MARKUS HAD A
HISTORY, & FAMILY, FRIENDS. | HAD NO
OME BUT HIM, | WARMTED HIM TO

BE AT OMCE MY BOVFRIEND, MY
FATHER, MY MOTHER, MY TWIN,

| HAD PROJECTED EVERYTHING ONTO
HIM. T WAS SURELY NOT EASY FOR
A BOY OF MIMETEEM,

| SPENT MY FIRST MIGHT OM THE STREET. THERE WERE PLEMNTY OF OTHERS |

23






IN THE MORMING, | TOOK THE TRAM l INGIDE, THERE WERE TWO SPUTS THAT WERE

VERY WARM BECAUSE THEY WERE ABOVE THE
MOTOR, | FELL ASLEEP OM QNE OF THESE
SEATS. IT wWaSsS PEACEFUL.

FOR ALMOST & MONTH, | LIVED AT THIS RHYTHM: THE MIGHT PROSTRATE AND THE DAY LETTING
MYSELF BE CARRIED ALROSS VIEMHA BY SLEEP aND THE TRaMWAY.
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VERY QUICKLY, MY SAVINGS
CAMNISHED, | wAS BROKE,

®

LOOKING FOR FOOD IN TRASH

[1r INCREDIBLE HOW QUIEKLY
YOU CaM LOSE YOUR DIGMNITY.
1 FOUND MYSELE SMOKING
BUTTS,

I, WHO BEFORE COULDN'T EVEN
TASTE FROM 6THERS' PLATES.

SHON, | WAS RECCOHNIZED AND
THROWM QUT OF ALL THE TRAMS.

S0 | HAD TC FIND A WELL-HIDDEN PLACE TO SLEEP AT KIGHT,
MIGHTS ON THE STREET COULD END VERY BADLY FIR & YOUMG
GIRL LIKE ME.

| DIDN'T HAVE ANYONE, MY EMTIRE EXISTENCE HAD BEEM PLAMNED
ARCUME MARKUS, IT'S SURELY FOR THIS REASOM THAT | FOLND
MWEELF WANDER MG LIKE THIS,

IT WAS UNTHINKABLE THAT |
A0 BaCkK TO SEE ZFOZ0.

| BON'T CARE. DUR
APARTMENT IS TOD SMaLL.

AL FOR FRAU DOCTOR HELLER,
LET'S MOT EVEN TALK ABMUT
HER. SHE REPRESEMTED
ABSOLUTE EVIL IM MY EVES,

MNOR INGRID,

YOU DROPPED US FOR A
GUY WHD WASH'T EVEN
WERTH IT,
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| GPENT MORE THAN TWO
MONMTHS OM THE STREET IN
THE MIDDLE OF WINTER.

IT WAS VERY COLD,

1 GOT SICK,

THEM A LITTLE MORE,

THEM A LITTLE MORE STRONGLY,

MPF
KKoF

KROUMPF
KROUF

UNTIL | SPIT ELOOD,

AMD ENDED UP .,

¢

-
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FULFILLING MY DESTINY,

| WOKE UP 1M A HOSPITAL. IT WAS A MIRACLE, IF | HAD FAINTED DURING THE NIGHT, MO ONE
WOULD HAVE NOTICED AND THE GLACIAL COLD WOULD SURELY HAVE PREVENTED ME FROM

— >

| HAD KNOWH 4 REVOLUTION THAT HAD MADE
ME LOSE PART OF MY FAMILY,

| HAD SURVIVED &4 WAR THAT HAD DISTANCED
ME FROM MY COUNTRY AND MY PARENTS .. .

1 BREATHE, BREATHE :

"‘"‘.-.'.‘\\

)

Y
§§:§

.00 AND IT'S A BANAL STORY OF LOVE THAT
ALMOST CARRIED ME AWAY,

N

e
—

— D

3






[YEU HAVE & ELEAM BILL OF HEALTH, WE

HAVE COMDUCTED A COMPLETE CHECK-UP_.]

\

I

=
lj’

S0, YOU HAD SEVERE
BRONCHITIS WITHOUT
GETTING TREATMENT. |
FORBID YOU TO SMOKE.
OME SINGLE CIGARETTE
AND YO0U WILL PUT YOUR-
SELF IN SERIOUS DANGER,

VES, WELL, | DON'T
REALLY HAWE AM
ADDRESS IM VIENMA,

-~

o8
v :Q \

CoM | MAKE A
TELEFPHOME CALL?

TAKE CARE OF WOURSELF.

| SUDDEMLY REMEMBERED THIS COMVERSATION
WITH MY PMADTHEE.

VOU KNOW, Z0Z0 OWES ME 3000 SHILLINGS,

IF %0U HAVE THE COURAGE YOU CaMN GO
RECLAIM THE M,

GROSCHEM,

EVEM IF IT €OST ME TO CALL ZO0Z0, | BIDN'T
HAVE A CHOICE. | DIDN'T EVEN HAVE &

4

oK, 1M COMING
THIS AFTERNOOM,







THE HOSPITAL HAD GIVEMN ME
CLEAM CLOTHES. | was
PRESENTABLE.,

SaY, YOU'VE GROWM,
WHERE DID YOU DISAPPEAR
TO? YOUR UNCLE MASSOUD
CAME FROM GERMANY TO
LOOK FOR You.

MY UNCLE? YES,
YOUR

UNCLE!
HE MOVED

HEAVYEN

i

THEY'VE ALREADY CALLED ME

YOUR PARENTS, TOO.
TEM TIMES,

(Mv parenTS?

WELL, WHAT DD YoU
THINK? THAT YOU CaN
DISAPPEAR FOR THREE
POMNTHS WITHOUT
THEM WORRYING?

IF THEY DIDN'T HAVE TO walT
FOUR MOMTHS TO GET A Visa,
THEY WOULD ALREADY BE HERE.

ORING ' DRING !

LOCK, HERE ARE THE
2000 SHILLINGS, I'M GOIMG
TO AHSWER THE PHONE,

J

3

IT'S FOR. YOU,
IT'S YOUR
PARENTS,

AHOTHER MIRACLE HAD JUST
QCCURRED.

MY FATHER'S WOICE WAS
SOFT AND SO0THIMG:

-bab, IT'S YOU?

- MY DARLING, WE LOOKED
FOR YOU EVERYWHERE.,

- CAM | COME BACK?

-OF COURSE, WHAT A
QUESTION,

-DAD, PROMISE ME TO
HEWER ASK ME AMYTHING
ABOUT THESE THREE
MONTHS,

-1 PROMISE WOU. .. HERE'S
YOUR MOTHER,

MY MOTHER'S VOICE WAS
TEMDER, TO0O.

-1 AM VERY HAPPY .. .

- MOM, PLEASE,
DON'T CRY.

= THESE ARE TEARS OF JOV
= MOM. L
- COME HOME,

DARLING, WE

ARE WAITING FOR YOU ...
- MOM

= N0 ONE WILL ASK YOU AMNY
QUESTIONS, IT'S A PROMISE,
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| DIDN'T SAY ANY-
THIMG, IM ANY CASE,
| COULDPAN'T TAKE
FOUR YEARS OF MY
LIFE BACK WITH ME.

HERE THEY ARE!

BEFORE MY DEPARTURE,
| WENT BY FRAU
DOCTOR HELLER'S,

THERE 15 MO REST.
THE REST WILL
COMPENSATE THE
BROOCH THAT wou
STOLE FROM ME,

| FQUAD AN INEXPENSIVE | FIMALLY FOUMD A PLACE OF Mg#‘:‘i ':ffsgﬁ“ré::;é.;ffezs,
TEL. | HAD FIVE DAYS AHEAD MY W, SOME PRIVACY, | BOUGH
OF e 5 ! 4 CARTONS OF CIGARETTES,

OF ME, BEFORE THE NEXT
FLIGHT TO TEHRAN,

A

Wore,
W ie
#

§
¥

| THINE THAT |
PEEFERRED TQ PUT
MYSELF 1M SERIOUS
DANGER. RATHER
THAM COMFROMT
‘-k‘— ]- MY SHAME, MY
SHAME AT MOT
HAVING BECOME
— SOMEDME, THE
SHAME OF NOT
HaVING MADE
MY PARENTS
PROUD
AFTER
ALl THE
SALCRIFICES
THEY HAD MADE
FOR. ME. THE
SHAME OF HAVING
BELOME & MEDIOCRE
HIHILIST,

3







THE FIVE DAYS PASSED LIKE | PACKED MY BAG. ., D AGAIN PUT ON MY VEIL ...
THE WIND AMD THE ClGa-

BETTES DIDN'T GET THE BET-
TER OF ME. | GOT DRESSED,

.| REEDED S0 BADLY TO GO HOME,
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= THE RETUR

AFTER FOUR YEARS LIVIMG 1N VIEMHA, HERE | A0 BACK 18 TEHR AN, FROM THE MEMENT | ARRIVED AT MEHR ABAD AIR-
PORT AND CAUGHT SIGHT OF THE FIRST CUSTOMS AGEMT | IMMEDIATELY FELT THE REPRESSIVE AIR OF MY [LLUNTRY

FORBIDDENT FASHION l THER. WAL BEING MET BY A DOPEN PECPLE, SUDDEMLY,
MAGAZINES, TAPES, AMONGST THE CROWD, | SPOTTED MY PARENTS
ALEQHGL, PORK ... LT

PLESSE Fn:
WOUR VEIL
M g:«;!f,st'

rc WOL HAVE ARYTHING THERE WERE PELPLE EVERVWHERE. EACH PASSENGER

BROTHER AND SISTER ARE
THE TERMS USED M IRAM
BY THE EE‘DELSLHT:."I'-‘EQ
OF THE Law 70 GIVE ORDERS
TO PEOPLE, WITHIUT
OFFEMDIMNG THEM

o LBUT IT WASN'T RECIPROCAL. OF
COURSE IT MaDE SEMSE. OME
CHAMGES MORE BETWEEN THE AGES
GF FOUR TEEN AND EIGHTEEN THaW
BETWEEM THIETY AMDP FLRTY,

EBI' LogK! MY DARLIMG, MY DAUGHTER, O
176 MAR T MY | DIDM'T RECCGHIZE wou!

| ]CHENW THAT | WAD GROWN BUT
IT WaAas GMLY ONCE | Was IN THE
AR MG OF MY FATHER THAT I
REALLY FELT IT. HE WHD HAD
ALWAYS BEFORE APPEARED S0
IMPLGING, WAS ABOUT THE SAME
SITE AG ME.
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[—1 TANT BELIEVE MY EwED MY FATHER BIDN'T HAVE HIS CADILLAC ANYMORE, BUT DROVE A RENAULT §

TELL US ARE vOU HUMGRY? INETEAD. THAT SAME CADILLAC IM WHICH | WAS ASHAMED TO SIT BECAUSET
. - WaS S0 DIFFICULT T0 &CCERT BEING MORE COMFOETABLE THAM OTHERS. MOW
P THAT | MYSELF HAD UNDERSTOOD DISTRESS, | NO LONGER ASKED THESE KINDS OF
b WO KMOW WHAT "
“-:z"\?.:w_.q-? AR "{r'ﬂl-lt;TF:E.D QUESTIONS, | WOULD EVEN HAVE PREFERRED THAT HE COME GET ME WITH A
o ;} Lu;}, = TIMES, BETTER (2R, 45 A WAY TO REMIND ME OF 4 MORE GLORIOUS TIME.

/4

-~

°F

—

| BIDA'T FEEL LIKE TALKING, | PRETENDED TO LOOK AT THE CITY, EVEN
THOUGH IT WaS TOO DARK TO SEE ANYTHING.

THEN WE GOT IM THE CaR.

| WENT STRAIGHT TO THE LIVING ENTERING INTO & CONVERSATIEN
ROOM, THERE Was STILL THAT SBOUT THIS SUBJECT SCARED ME
SOFA ON WHICH MY PARENTS HAD S0 MUCH THAT | HEADED FOR MY
AHMOUMCED THAT THEY WERE REO0M LIKE & BODE \WITHIUT
SEMDING ME TO AUSTRIA, SAYING GOOD MIGHT OR GOODBYE,
°
L]
‘-ﬁ.
e —
e e
THEY “WERE THE MOST COM-
FORT ING WORDS THAT | HADR
HEARD InN & LONG TIME.
o | PIDMN'T WAKT TO TURM OM THE
LIGHT, | COULDN'T BEAR TO SEE
MY ROODM . . EVERY THIMG AhGAIMN S0 QUICKLY.
My BOOMY

1 SPENT A GOOD PART OF THE
NIGHT 1IN THE EMPTINESS, JUST
REASSURED ME,

| was OVERIOVED TO FINALLY HAVE A PLACE OF MY OWN AMND THIS
HAPPY TO BE THERE
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AMD THE MEXT MGF{NINGJ

WINDOW OF A wWar M Ro0M,

I VIEMRA, | HATED SNOW. ESPECIALLY WHERN |
FOUND MAYSELF ON THE STREET. wOU APPRECIATE
SHOW MUCH BETTER WHEM iU SEE IT FROM THE

& 1| TOOK STOLK OF mv
SURRGUNDINGS.

BEFORE LEAVIMG IRAH, |
WORSHIPFED PUNKS, TO
THE POIMNT OF HAVIMNG
DRAWN OME ON MY WALL.

THEM, | TOOK STOLK OF MY
PROPERTY. | OWHED AN EMETY
AR MOIEE

& TOp-SMaLL PESK | |

.4 BED, & RuhG, aMD &
CASSETTE-RADI0.

| WOULDMT MINE
LISTEMIMNG TGO SOME
Kip wWILDE.

| LOOKED IN THE DPRAWER,
WHERE | USUALLY KERT pav
TAPES,

| PIDN'T FIND THEM.
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SO I WENT TO SEE MY MOTHER, SHE
WOULD SURELY KADW WHERE THEY
WERE, MAVBE SHE EVEA LISTEMED
TO THEM TO REMEMBER ME,

—

PO WU WANT SOME TEAT Al-l—l
OMELET, SOME T0AST. 7

a0 NOT HUNGRY.
TEA IS FINE,

MORAIMG!
ALEEADY

D0 YOU REMEMBER
FRAU POCTOR KELLER'S
DISGUSTING TEAT

HER MAME WAS HELLER!
OF COURSE! HOwW COULD
| POSSIBLY FORGET
THAT HIRSE PI95S7

A, THERE'S METHING LIKE
IRANIAN TES!
OH YES, ESPECIALLY WITH A
CIGARETTE. DO VOU WANT OME?

)

MOM, | CAN'T FIND MY TAPES. | LOCKED
EVERYWWHERE FOR THEM! DO YOU rCNOW
WHERE THEY ARE?

WHAT? YOU Kelw
THE PROVERS: "PROS-
PERITY COMSISTS OF
TWO THINGS: TEA

WELL, HMM, YOU SEE ... SINCE | BION'T
THINK THAT .. THAT YOU WOULD COME
BACK OME BAY, | GAVE,.| GAVE THEM
TO HOMA,

AFTER & MEAL, AND
A CIGARETTE AFTER
TeAM

IT Was THE FIRST TIME
THAT pY MOTHER HaD
SPOKEN TO ME IN THIS

;

9 2/

:_t_-—-—.__
N

"'

TOME! IN HER EYES NOW,
| HaD BECOME amM ADULT.

MOMA WAS THE DAUGHTER OF ONE OF HER FRIENDS.
GHE WAS FIVE YEARS YIUNGER THAN ME, 2 CHILDE

AFTER ALL, MOM HADN'T BEEN
WRONG. IN ARY CASE, | HO
LONGER LIKED THE IBILS OF MY
ADOLESCEMCE,

I WOU'RE RIGHT! I'M GOING TO
BUY MYSELF SOME HEW OMES!

CaM YOU GIVE MAE & SPONGE? ]

A SPONGE?
OF COURSE,
DARLIMG.

| DECIDED TO TAKE THIS LITTLE
PROBLEM AS & SIGN. IT WAS
TIMETO FINISH WITH THE PAST ..,

c AND TO LOOK TOWARD THE
FUTURE,

ac






A FEW HOIURS LATER .

aH, POUNEH! HIw SRE YOU? MARTIIS. )

WHD TOLD HER

Il SHE 15 VOUR
BEST FRIEND.

oon"T
TELL
A OME
THaT
(W0
BALCK.

| DontT
WANT
T SEE
PEQPLE!

OaY, 'LL BE HOME 1N A
CCUPLE OF HOURS.

PLEASE,

OH SHIT' ILL
HAVE TC PUT IT

ESPECIALLY AFTER FOUR YEARS SPEAT IN AUSTREIA, WHERE YOU WERE MORE LIKELY TO SEE &N THE WALLS

IT WASN'T JUST THE VEIL TO WHICH | HAD TO REARIUST, THERE WERE ALSO ALL THE IMAGES: THE
SIKTY-FIVE-FOOT-HIGH MURALS PRESEMTING MARTYRS, APORMED WITH SL0GANS HONOQRING THEM, SLOIGANS
LIKE "THE MARTYE |15 THE HEAET OF HISTORY™ OR "I HOPE TO BE & MARTYR MYSELF” OR "4 MARTWR

LIVES FOREVER"

N\

YRBEST SAUSLAGES FOR 20 SHILLINGS," THE ROAD TO READTUSTMEART SEEMED VERY LONG TG ME.
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HOW THAT THE WAR WAS QVER, MY FATHER, AN

HIt "M HOME! EMGIMEER, DIBN'T kHOwW WHERE TO BEGIN,
DO YOU ALWAYS GET HOME St LATES ) EVERYTHING HAS TO BE REBUILT MOW. ‘J
p —
AM YES, | HAVE 4 LOT OF WORK WHILE WE wWAIT FOR THE NEXT WAR WHICH WILL
THESE Davs, DEATROY EVERYTHING AGAIN,

| WOULD MEVER HAVE THOUGHT
THAT | WOULD OME DAY HEAR MY
MOITHER SOUND S0 DISILLUSIOMED.

THEM IT'S THE SIX-DaY WAR,
THEM IT'S AFGHANISTAN'S TURM
AMDP THE RETURN OF THE

ISR AELI-PALESTIMIAN CONFLICT.
WE'LL SEE WHAT COMES MEKT,

WIHAT MEXT WaR?

OHE HAS TO BE REALISTIC,
FOR OVER & CENTURY QUR
REGIOM HAS BEEN UNSTABLE
OME DAY THEY HATIOMALIZE
THE QiL, THE HEXT THEY
INSTALL A DICTATOR .

THERE WaSs aM UNCOMFORTABLE
SILENCE. EVEM MY MOTHER was

ILL AT EASE.
HAPPILY, MY FATHER INTERVENED. Do ¥OU WALk AROUMD & LITTLE? | WaS SHOCKED, AT LEAST
WHAT BID YOU THINK OF TEHRANT OME STREET IN THREE 15
S0, DID YOU GET SOME REST? HAMED AFTER A MARTYR.

DIk YOO SEE HOW IT SMOWED?
| HAD TO PUT CHAING ON MY
TIRES TO BE ABLE TO DRIVE
INCREDIBLE! SIXTEEN IMCHES
OF smow!!
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ANG WE ARE 1M THE MORTH OF THE JITY. IF ¥O0U GO MTY FPEQPLE DOM'T KMOW ANYMORE WHY
THE PLOR QUARTERS IN THE SEUTH OF TE_HE&N’ ALMIST WE'VE HAD EIGHT WEARS OF WAR, WHY
ALL THE STREETS ARE CALLED MARTYR S0-AND-SO. THEIR CHILDREMN HAVE DIED ,

q

THIS ENTIRE WAR was JusT THE WEST S0LD WEAPONS T
& BlG SETUZ T0 DESTRDY BOTH CAMPS AND WE, WE
BOTH THE IRAMNIANM AHD THE WERE STURPID ENOUGH TO

IR A0 AR MIES, THE FORMER ENTER INTO THIS CYMICAL
WAS THE MOST POWERFUL IM GAME | EIGHT YEARS OF
THE MIDDLE EAST Ik 4980, WAR FOR NOTHING'
AND THE LATTER REPRESEMTED
& REAL PANGER TO ISR AEL

50 MOW THE STATE MAMES
STREETS AFTER MARTYRS T
FLATTER THE FAMILIES OF THE
VICTIMS, 1M THIS WAY, PERHAPS,
THEY'LL FIND SOME AMEAMIMG TN
HLL THIS ABSURDITY,

YES, BUT THEEE 1% LSO SOMETHING ELSE, THIS IN THE MEANTIME, THE ‘WaR FEELS MORE
AFTERNGON 0N TV, | SAW METHERS wWHO WERE LIKE HELL! IF YO KNEW . THE FEW
CLAIMING TC BE CVERIOVED AND GRATIFIED BY MONTHS THAT LED UP TO THE CEASE-FIRE

THE DEATHS OF THEIR CHILDREN, | CaN'T FIAURE WERE FPARTICULARLY HORRIBLE,
QUT IF IT'S FAITH OR. COMPLETE STURIDITY . .

TELL ME, DAD.

TS A BIT I“pa ALL EARS,

BOTH, |

TEM YEARS
THEY WE BEEN
MADE TC
BELIEVE THAT
THE MARTYES
ARE LIVING I8
& FIVE-STAR
HOTEL M
PaRADISE"
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ONE MONTH BEFORE THE
BRMISTICE, IRAH BEGAM /'j
BOMBING TEHRAN "). AT Akl
EVERY DAY, AS IF j e
IT WERE MECES-
SARY TO DEGTROY ] !l == ~
45 MMUCH AS POSSIBLE il -z “
BEFCRE IT WAS CVER . i L] = 4
1= Mige A Zl
=it
m i Gy L' #
L] et I -
W } ~ 3 s ~
/ el hese_ [t W)
® o N A 'r
o
e -.).—? 3
B - "
Tie: T ||““:.'o H Livef==o as 4 I l it [
HTH T TPty [SE % PR gt - [ L]

. THE PEACE HADN'T YET BEEN AMNOUNCED WHEN THE ARMED GROUPS CPPESED T THE 1sLaMIC
REGIME, THE IRANIAN MUTAHIDEEN * ENTERED THE COUNTRY FROM THE IRAQ! BURDER WITH THE SUPPIRT
OF SADDAM HUSSEIN T0O LIBERATE IRAM FROM TUE HAMDS OF ITS FUMDAMENTALIST LEADERS,

e’) /"1 'ﬂ ’Iﬂrr F 1--"5'
Z J' fr F(—}
.,‘;’ f,fﬂ' /f
&= ) @7

EB' Y REALLY' SHE JUST SPENT WHAT WAS | SAVING?

FOUR YEARS IN EURCPE! RIGHT, THE MUJAHIDEEN
THOUGHT THAT SINCE 1T was
THE EMD OF THE WAR, OUR
AR MY WIULDN'T HAVE THE
STRENGTH TGO FiaHT anvYMIRE,
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ARE WOU SURE THAT THIS IS &
GOOD TIME TO TELL ALl THIS?

. ..50, THE MUTAHIDEEN ALSO KMEW THAT THE MAJORITY OF
IRANLAMNSG WERE AGAINGT THE REGIME, AND THEY WERE THERE-
EORE COUNTIMG ON POPULAR SUPPORT. BUT THERE Was OME
THING THAT WASH'T I8 THEIR CALCULATIONS: THEY ENTERED FROM
MO LEAVE IRAG. THE SAME IRAQ THAT HAD ATTACKED US AMD AGAINST

HIM ALOME! I°M WHICH WE Hab BEEH FIGHTING FOR EIGHT YEARS,

INTERESTED.

WITH THE BESULT THAT, WHEN THEY ARRIVED IN IRAN, KO ONE WELCOMED THEM, FOR THE MOST PART,
THEY WERE KILLED BY THE GUARDIANS OF THE REVOLUTION AMD THE AR MY,

... %0 THE STATE DECIDED
TO ELIMIMATE THE PROBLEM

e (e Y B AT e THEY PRUPOSED THE FOLLOWING
SCARED BECAUSE IF POLITICAL PRISGNERS WHO CIRIEE T8 THe b anets
TReAe CePEA AT L AR ERL e emTiveTe EITHER THEY COULD RENOUNCE
REACHED TEHRAN, THEY HEIRS OF THE REVOLUTION THEIR: REVORITIIGAR Y [hice,
pr g ot N e LG CIS T T ED AND PROMISE FIDELITY 4ND
THOSE ‘WHD REPRESENT- DUR COUNTRY'S ot i s ooty

& INTELLIGENT SIS . . . EPUBLIC, IM WHICH CASE THEY
EG A REAL THREAT WERE DOME SERVING THEIR
T THE GOVERNMENT, .

4041












HOW MAMNY DID THEY KILL?

MO OME KADWE EXALTLY, MARY
THOLGANDS, DR RATHER  MANY

BETWEEN £00. 000 AND

4,000,000

TEMS OF THOUSANDS OF PEOFLE

G THESE WHD LEST
THEIR MIMDE FROM
THE EXPLOSICNS

MHOT COUMTING THOSE
PISABLED BY THE waR THE
POPULATICNS RAVAGED BY
CHE MICAL WEAPINGS .,

THE DRPMANS, THE WIDDWS
THE REFUGEES, THE
MATERIAL DESTROUCTION ...

a

MNEXT TU MY FATHER'S DIOTRESSING
REPLRT, MY VIENNESE MISab-
VENTURES SEEMED LIKE LITTLE
ARECDOTES [F MO IMPORTAMCE,

BUT ALL THAT 15
BEHIND U5, WE
MUST G0 FLRWARD
HOW, WE MUST
REBUILD
EVERYTHING'

LET'S TURN 1M, TEMORROW
HAVE & LONG DAY &7 WIRK
DL v HavE aMY PLANST

JESPITE MY FATHER'S SLUNDING -
MOTIVATED, | BIDN'T FEEL ANY . 2 WHULD MEVER
BEaL COMVICTION IN HIS wEICE, & HEM ANNTHIMG ABOUT
HE SEEMED TC ME AS BLASE a8 MY AUSTRIAM LIFE. THEY HAD
Y MOTHER. SUFFERED ENQUGH AS 1T was,
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\ THE JOKE

| HAD BEEM 1M TEHR AN FOR TEN DAWS, DESPITE MY RELUCTANCE, IN THE END MY ENTIRE FAMILY CaME
TO GEE AME. | DIDN'T KHOW 'WHETHER CR MOT THEY KMEW ABOUT MY EUROPEAM FAILURE. | WAS
SCARED THAT THEY WOULD BE DISAPPUINTED

| KHDW HIW T Sav
“ICH LIEBE DICH™ HEE
HEE HEE!

WHER | THINK OF
VIENNA | IMMEDIATELY
THINE CF SISSTL YOU
MUST HAVE SEEN
THE FiLM ST ARRING

MARJAMNE, THE
STARS SHINE
N THE SKY
AMD YO I MY

HEART ...

THAT'S MiNa, MY FIRST COUSIN.
SHE'S AM IMBECILE. SHE TALKS
UNCLE. HE'S RETIRED FREOM THE ABOUT ROMY SCHNEIDER AS IF THEV'RE THE INCARNATION OF

THIS 1S UNCLE ARDESHIE, MY MITHER'S

HATICNAL EDUCATION SYSTEM. SHE WERE HER BEST FRIEND, THE PERFECT FAMILY.

EVER THOUGH | KMEW THAT THEY WERE COMING TO SEE ME QUT OF FRIEND- ASIDE FROM MY PARENTS, THE
SHIP AND KINPNESS, I'D QUICKLY HAD ENJUGH OF RECEIVING THEAM EVERY Dav. QMLY PERSOM TO WHOM |
REALLY WANTED TO TaLK wWas
MY GRANDMOTHER, BUT SHE
CAME AFTER EVERYOME ELSE,

GRAanpMa, [V was wWAITIHG
FOR THE TRBE TO
G FIRST! oM pav!
HOW WOU'VE GROWN,
SO0M YOU'LL BE

CATCHING THE
LORD'S BALLS.

I

Isuf THERE WaS NOTHING TO BE DONE, THE VISITS CONTINUED . .

SHE WAS STILL HER LD SELF,
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AFTER MY FAMILY, IT WAS MY FRIENDS' TURN, | HAD FEWER APPREHEMNSIONS ABOUT THEM: WE WERE
THE SAME ﬁﬂuEJ WHICH SHOULR MAKE |T EASIER TO CONMECT.

A vow are vou? \Q P

| WAS WRONG. THEY ALL LOOKED LikE THE HEROINES OF AMERICAM TV SERIES, REAPY TO GET MARRIED
AT THE DROP OF A HAT, IF THE QPPORTUNITY PRESENTED ITSELF.

WHY DO YOU LOOK LIKE A NUN? COME OW, TaLk TO US! WoU
HE OME WOULD EVER GUESS MUST HAVE & MILLION THINGS
THAT YOU'D LIVED IN EVROPE. TO TELL US ABGUT,

GO THAT OFTEM . . | PON'T
REALLY LIKE THEM MUCH.

IT°6 JUST THAT.. 1 DIDN'T ]

WELL, WHY PON'T vOU TELL
US WHAT THE HIGHTCLUBS
IN VIENMA WERE LIKE?

COMPARED TO HER FASHIONABLE
MAKEUP, | REALLY DID EXUDE
ALL THE ALLURE OF & MUN,

OH STOP PRETENDING TO 3-5 &8 SHOCKED' DON'T A PART OF ME UMDERSTOID THEM, WHEN SOMETHING
wOU REMEMBER HOW SHE WAS? Alwavs 1S FORBICDEM, IT TAKES ON A DISPROPORTIONATE
IMPORTANLE. MUCH LATER, | LEARNED THAT MakKiMG

GIVING LESSONS! SHE'S A “REBEL™ THIS OME!
= - THEMSELVES UP AND WANTING TO FOLLOW WESTERN

WAYS WAS AN ACT OF RESISTANCE 0N THEIR PART,

IF THERE WERE STiLL
HIGHTELUBS IN TEHRAN,
D BE THERE EVERN WiGHT!

— -~
L
—
| Hab A HARD TIME REMEMBERING WHAT HAD
BROUGHT US TOGETHER BEFORE. HEVERTHELESS, | FELT TERRIBLY ALOME,
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SOME Dave LATER.

LALEH CALLED
FOR YOU.

i

GRAMBPMA was RIGHT. | wiULD
HAVE BEEN VERY HAPPY TO SEE
THE KIDS | USED TQ PLaY WITH
IM THE STREET.

OHY..pAN FRIENDS . . MY FRIENDS, | FIND THEM ALL SO UNBEARABLY INANE!

YO KMOW, IT'S NOT ENTIRELY THEIR FAULT. ME ONE IS ASKING
THEM TO BE INTELLIGENT' COMPLETELY THE OPPOSITE, I8 FACT!

GIVE IT SOME
THRUGHT | Ay CHILE.
THERE MUST BE

YOU'D LIKE TO
SPEND TIME WITH

.. YES! ARASH AMD KIaH
KiA ESPECIALLY. WE HAD 50
MUCH FUN TOGETHER. AND,
HE'S A GUY. HE MUST HAVE
SOMETHIMNG OTHER THaN
MAKEUP OM HIS MIND.

MOM, DON'T WORRY., WE'RE
ALL GROWH UP HOW, IF | SEE
HIM, WE'RE MOT GOING TO
BREAK WINDOWS, OR ATTALK
PEOPLE WITH MAILS,

MY MUTHER S RESPONSE 9EEMED
MOR MAL. SHE MEWER REALLY LIKED
HIA, SHE THOUGHT THAT HE Was
BADLY BROUGHT UP aMD EMCOUR -

AGED ME TO DO STUPID THIMNGS

K14 WHAT?

AMD THEN WHAT?
WELL, HE wag CALLER UP FOR IS HE DEAD?
SERVICE BUT HE PREFERRED TO

LEAVE THE COUNTRY ILLEGALLY.

YES, WELL,
HOWwW DO YU
Sav L HE
15 DISABLED

AND WHERE DID HE GU?

HNOWMERE . . THEY ARRESTED
HIp, THEM, LIKE EVERYOME
ELSE, HE WAS REQUIRED TO
DO HIS AILITARY SERVICE

THEY SEMT HIA TO THE
FROMT AMD. ..
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—
| DECIDED TO G0 SEE HIM, | LEARMED
THAT HIS FAMILY HAD MOVED. MY
MOTHER SET UP AM IMNQUIRY Ind
THE NEIGHBORHOLD AND FIMALLY
FOUND THEIR TELEPHOME MUMBER

HELLO? COULD | PLEASE SPLAK
TO Kia?

L[T ME_ C,E_"-' LIRS
KIA'Y TELEPHOME!

KIA! HI-DO YOU
REMEMBER ME?

ARD "MASGA.
CRE RAMIM
WITH KAILE™
BLES THAT
RIMG & BELL?

MARTIN 15 1T YOU?

MO, THIS 1§ HER MOTHER!

OH IT"S 50
GUOD TO HEAR
VOUR VOICEY
WHEMN CaM WE
SEE EalH
OTHER?

TOMOR R OW
IF »ou
WANT, DO

APDRESS?

I wWas RELIEVED. HE DIDN'T SEEM
TALMOST DEADT AT ALL.

THE MEXT DAY, | PUT ON MY BEST CLOTHES, IT HAD SNOWED AGAIN.
| SPENT TWO HOURS IN TRAFFIC JAMS, ENQUGH TIME TO ASK MYSELF
ALL KINDS OF QUESTIONS: “WHAT IF HE LOST AM EYE?," "WHAT IF

HE LOST A LEG?," "WHAT IF HE 15 HORRIBLY CISFIGURED?™ . | |

—

el

WHATEVER HIS STATE, | Was
COMVINCED OF THE TUSTICE OF
MY MISSION,

WHaT FLOOR ARE You GOIMG TO¥

THE THIRD, 'VE COME TO VISIT
MY CHILDHOOD FRIEND, K14 ABADI,

OH! THAT'S GREAT!

THE MEIGHBOR™S "THAT'S GREAT
CALMED ME DOwWN EVEN MORE, IF
SOMETHHNG REALLY SERIOUS HAD
HAPPEMED, HE CER TAINLY WOULDN'T
HAVE SAID THAT,

WHERM | FINALLY KOT TO HIS
HOUSE, | WASN'T AT ALL SURE
IF | WANTED TO GO IM.

MISS, YOU HAVE TO GET QUT.
WE'RE THERE.
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L ATTS CRAZY
HOW YOU'VE
CHANGED®

COME IM, PLEASE,
COME 1M

LOOK AT THAT' YOU'VE
BECOME & REAL “WOMAN,

AH WELL WE ALL
END UP HAVIHG

TO ALCEPT
CURSELVES!

YES ... |
KrOw THAT

BETTER THaM
AHYOME!

AN DIOT
I am!

I QUICKLY CHANGED THE SUBJELT.

5o You
REMEMBER OUR
FRIEND RAMIN?

| ESPECIALLY
REMEMBER, Us aND
QUR. IR OGN KNUCKLES!
THE PUOR BOY' HE
MUST HAVE BEEN
SCARED SHITLESS!

BLAH BLAH BLAH BLAH BLAH
WES, BLAM BLAM BLAH BLak l

| 0 YOU WANT SOMETHING T DRINKT
¥ r

M THIRSTY, 1P GOING
TO GET & LOKE.

| HIDN'T PARE LOOK AT HIM
AMYWHERE BUT IN THE EYES,

IT WASK'T UNTIL HE WAS M HIS
WaAY TO THE KITCOHEM THAT |
MOTICED HE ONLY HAD THE USE OF
HIS RIGHT ARM,

—_—
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THIS TIME, HE'S THE OME WHD
SAVED THE SITUATION,

50, YOU'RE BACK FROM
AUSTRIAT HOw wWas IT THERE?

IT WaS FINE. BUT TELL ME MORE
ABOUT WOU. WOW ARE WOU DONG?

'™ DOING AS WELL A5 1 £aM .,

MAKE ME TWO
BEAUTIFUL
PROSTHESES,
OME FOR MY
LEG AND CHE
FOL MY ARM
BUT WE
HAVE TO SEE
WHE THER OR MOT
THE AMERICANS WILL
GIVE ME A WISa,

ONE OF MY FRIEANDS TOLD
ME 8 GREAT STORY, 00
YOU WANT TO HEAR IT?

SURE, GO aHEAD. W

4

HERE GUES. IT'S THE STORY OF
A GUY WHO FINDS HIMSELF AT
THE FRONT DURING THE WAR, &
GREMADE LANDS DIRECTLY ON
HiS HEAD . . .

Lo HE'S BLOOWR INTE A
THOUSAMD PIECES ...

... THE STRETCHER-BEARERS
ARRIVE, COLLECT THE PIECES,
PUT THEM 1M 4 LARGE BAG . .

o ANDP RUSH HIM BACK TO

Cwal

b

o
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CAND FINSLLY, 8F TER ONE HE BECAME, OMNCE AGAIN, A
HUNDRED FIFTY OPERATIONS AND WHOLE MaM,

A YEAR AND A HALF OF BANDAGES ..
OH, DOCTOR.I'VE NEVER FELT
‘ <0 GOOD. THAMKS TO ¥0U, |

|—HE. ENDED UP LANDING 1N & GOOD
HOSPITAL THERE, THE
DOCTORS SET THEMSELVES
TO STICKING THE PIECES BACK
TOGETHER., THEY STITCHED
AMD STITEHED.

\

CAN BEGIN &4 MNEW LIFE.

[~}

\or

TGO HELP HIM LEADR HIS
MEW LIFE, HIS FAMILY
PECIDED TO FIND HIM
A WIFE. HIS MOTHER
Db THE ROUNDS OF
THEIR FRIENDS AMD
THEIR NEIGHBOES AND
FOUMND A RARE PEARL,
AND AS TRADITION
REQUIRES, THE Man,
ACCOMPANIED BY HIS
FAMILY, WENT TO ASK
FOR THE YOUNG GIRL'S
HAND,

AFTER LOMG HEGOTIATIONS OVER THE AMOUMT OF THE DOWRY," THE WEDDING RINGS, THE
PRESS, THE FLOWERS, THE HAIRDRESSER, THE MAKEUP ARTIST, THE WEDDING VIDED CREW,
THE CATERERS, THE WAITERS, THE MUSICIANS, THE NUMBER OF GUESTS, THE TWD FAMILIES
REACHED AN AGREEMENT,

[ur‘s THE MOST BEAUTIFUL DAY OF My urr,._) [I'LL LOVE Y0U FOREVER.

SN IRAMN, IT'S THE HUSBAND WHD MUST PAY HIS WIFE & DOWRY,
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Fno WHAT COMES AFTER THE
WEDDIMGE?

UHH . . 0 DOR'T KHOW .

AFTER THE WEDRDING COMES
CTHE HOREYMODN MIGHT™

WOUR THING 19 0N VOUR HIP,
INSTEAD OF BEING BETWEEN
YOUR LEGS AND YOU DARE
TO TELL ME THAT “IT'S NO
Bl DEaL™ PPP

My DEAR, | Cam!'T walT OH, YOUR MOTHER WAas RIGHT
AMY LONGER! TO SAY WOU WERE EXCEPTIONAL,
wOU ARE S0.

I'M COMING,
MY BOE, I'M
COMING

@
& m

WHY IS%'T IT IN THE RIGHT PLACE? WHAT DO YOU MEAM
IT'S NO BlG BEAL?ZPN
OH WELL, IT'S MO BlG
CEAL. IT STILL WIRKS!

| PON'T WANT TO SEE I wWAMT A DIVORCE 25 ©
ANYTHING' | WAS SOLE TOMORR oW
DAMAGED GOODSM
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HAIHA}
I N

“KISS MY
asghi!™

Hat Ha! wal

IMAGIMNE THAT! HA! HA!
Ha! HA! £0 THE Guv' Ha!
HA! §0 THE GUY Was S0
FED UP! Ha! Ha! may

THAT HE Salb:

:

WE SPEMT THE WHOLE oFTER-

HOOM TALKIMG AND JOKING ...

w7 A ok airas ok
An

Fn._ s
el el :

LOPS CAREFUL'

VA HA L HA!
WA HA! Hy

HA! HA!

1

N
AN

THAT DAY, | LEARMED SOMETHING ESSENTIAL: WE CaN DMLY FEEL
SORRY FOR QURSELVES “WHEN QUR MISFOR TUNES ARE STILL

SUPPORT ABLE , .

! Saw HiM THREE OR FOUR TIMES,
THEM HE LEFT FOR THE UMITED
STATES. WE WROTE A LITTLE,
UNTIL TIME TOOK |TS TOLL AND WE
LOST TOUCH WITH B4l OTHER.

W UNCE THIS LIMIT 15 CROSSED, THE ALY WAy T BEAR THE
UNBEARABLE 15 T{ LAUGH &7 17,
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SKIING

AFTER SEVER AL WEEKS, MY FamiLy AND THOSE CLOSE TO mE DECIDED
THAT IT WAL TIME | BENEFITED FREOM THEIR GOOD ADVICE:

I wagy'T

TO TAKE 4 %

Balx EVEN VO SHOULD J0M
THOUGH | KNEw A G | KNG
FHET, IEonits & GOOD ¢

THE ONLY WaY
TO GET tUT OF

MY LMK

WOU SHOULD REGISTER FOR SOME
PREP COQURSES. YOU MUST G0 TO
URIVERSITY
L

YOL SHOULD Fig
WOURSELF &
&GOOD HUSBAND

WOL

ol JUST WARTED THEM T KM0W THAT | TOO HAD

. FQR THEM TU FEEL SUME CUMPASSION FOR ME ...

FEERED .
SUFFERE I WY LIFE IN VIENNA WAS FAR FRLW EASY 4

JLIVED N THE STREET, , ¥

&7

SPIT U2 BLO0

NO OME LOVED WME.

| Wwas

ALOME }7

(o]

£LR THE

o

Sy

M T UNDERST ANE ME

M MY DEAR. YOU Have IT'S FRESH-SQUEEZED CRANGE
SUFFERED TOD MUCH , JUICE | MADE IT MYSELF.

‘———'l i TH I
:‘HEIE:TE‘;S B YO WANT
L

ME TO DO
A LITTLE

CERTAINLY, THEY'D MAD TO ENDURE THE wWaR, BUT
THEY HaD tald ETHER CLOSE BY. THEY HAD MEVER
CNDWR THE CONFUSION OF BEING A THIRD-WORLDER
THEY HAD ALwWayvs =AD 4 HOME!

AT THE SaME
TIME, HOW
COULD TuEY
HAWE FITIED
ME? | was
S0 SHWT CFF

I KEPT REPEATIMNG TU MYSELF THAT | MUSN'T (RALK UP,
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| THOUGHT THAT &Y
LOMING BAEK TO IRAM,
EVERYTHIMNG WOULD BE
FINE,

THAT | WOULD FORGET
THE QLR DAYS

UP WITH ME

BUT m PasT CAUGHT

[Mv cecreTs weGHED
ME DOWN,

| BECAME DEPRESSED.

MARTL, I'M GOING
GEOCERY SHOCPING. DO
WOU NEED ANYTHINGT

(crozreTTes, pLease. )

@(@{ My
kY " R

'-———'"""

=2
@

\

| REMTED LA DOLCE wITAS
DOA'T YOU WAMT TO WATCH IT
TOGETHER?

EVEM MY GRAMDMA COULD NO
LONGER &GET ME TO LAUGH.

LoHE FARTED IT SMELLED
LIEE & DEAD ZAT

| WaAS AlLWavs In FROMT OF THE
TV, THERE WA4s A JAPANESE
SERIES, CALLED "OSHIN," THAT |
WATCHED OFTEM, IT WAS THE
STORY OF & POOR GIRL WHD CaME
TO WORK M TOKYY,

AT FIRST, SHE CLEANED HOUSES,
THER SHE BECAME A HAIRDRELSER
AN MET &4 GUY WHOSE MOTHER
WAS CPPISEDR TU THEIR MARRIAGE,

VU ARE mETHME BUT 2 HAR-

| DIGN'T URDERSTAND WHY THE MITHER-
ML AW HATED HARORESSERS SO WUlH.

MUCH LATER, | GET TO KHOW &
GIRL wWHE DUBBED TELEWISION
SHIWS, SHE TOLD ME THAT
GSHIN WAS 1M FALT & GEISHA aMD
SINCE MER PROFESSION DIDN'T SuiT
ISLAMIC MORALS, THE DIRECTER
OF THE CHANNEL HAD DECIDED
THAT SHE'D BE A WAIRDRESSER

IT was BELIEVABLE BECAUSE DSHIM
AND HER COURTESGAM FRIEMDS SPENMT
THEIR. TIMME MaKIMNG CHIGNING.
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ACCEPTING.

TO LIFT ME OUT OF MY DEPRESSION, MY FRIENDS SUGGESTED TAKING ME SKIING., ONE OF THEIR PARENTS
HAD A CHALET AT DIZINS | OIDN'T WANT TO GO, BUT MY MOTHER INSISTED SO MUCH THAT | ENDED UF

* A SKI RESORT ABOUT THIRTY MILES FROM TEHRAM.

YOU KNOW, YOU CAM RENT
EQUIPMEMT, IF YOU WANT , WE
CaM TEACH YOU HOW TO 5K

MO, THAMKS, |
AM VERY HAPPY
LIkE THIS.

ACTUALLY, | FELT 0N TOP OF
THE WORLE. THE MOUNTAIM,
THE BLUE SKY, THE SUM, ...
ALL OF IT SUITED ME, LITTLE
BY LITTLE MY HEAD AND my
SPIRIT TOOK 0N SOME COLOR.
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WENIMG.

OH MY M EXHAUSTED
1 &AW LOTS OF CUTE GUYS,
TALL, MUSCLED ...

)\

SUPPOSEDLY, IT WHAT O VOU MEAN? YOU'VE DENE THE
HURTS & LOT THE DEED WITH Many PEJPLE?
FIRST TIME

THEY WERE OVERRUAN BY MIR MIMES AND FRUSTRATION,
WHICH EXPLAINED THEIR AGGRESSIVENESS TIWARD
ME, TS THEM | HAD BECCME & CECADENT
WESTERN WIMAN,

(|
3 l \
UMNDERNEATH THEIR DUTWARD APPEARANLE OF BEI
MODERM WOMEN, MY FRIENDS WERE REAL TRADITIDALIST

14€






| RETURNED HOME EVEN MORE
PEPRESSED.

OH! YOU'RE SO TAN. IT LOGKS

GREAT ON YoOu!

MARJI TALK TO ME. WHAT'S WRONG?
15 THERE ANYTHING | CaM DO?

)

ARAYBE WOU SHOULD
SEE SOMEOME ... A
SHRINK, PERHAPS?

| FOLLOWED MY MOTHER'S ADVICE, FIRST | SAW &
LEADING PSYCLHOTHER ARIST ..

M ASHAMED OF HAVIMG DONE MOTHING WITH My
LIFE ... HAPPILY, KO ONE KNOWS THE DET AILS,
FOR GOOD REASCN, | DON'T TELL THEM aMYTHING,
| FEEL LIKE I"pA CONSTAMTLY WEARIMG & MASK,

YOUR STORY IS &5
MUDDLED 45 Wil ARE.

Lo AMD STILL AMOTHER AMD
AMOTHER ...

DOCTOR, I'M NOT
WELL. | HAVE MO
DRIVE. NOTHING
GIVES ME PLEASURE.

YOUR PROBLEM COMES UNDER
THE DOMAIN OF PSYCHIATREY,
YOU SHOULD BE ON MEDICATION,

THANK YOU, DOCTOR,
THAMK ¥ou!

FiMALLY SOMEOME HAD FOUMD &
CURE FCR MY MALAISE

<o THER AMOTHER, ..

|

WHEN | WAS IM VIEMNA, MY LIFE BIDN'T MATTER
TO AMYOME AHD THAT OBVIOUSLY HAD AM EFFECT
0N MY WM SELF-ESTEEM,. | was RERUCED TO
MNOTHIMG. | THOUGHT THAT IN COMING BaCk TO
IRAH, THIS WOULD CHAMGE.

THE TABLETS THAT HE PRE-
SCRIBED ME WERE EFFECTIVE

.o | FELT "WELL .
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| WAS OFTEM IM & TRaMCE.

BUT as SQON &% THE EFFECT OF THE PILLS WORE OFF,
| OMCE AGAIN BECAME CONSLICUS. MY CalaMITY COULD
BE SUMMARITZED IN ONE SEMTENCE:

Iwas A WESTERMER N IRAN, AN IRANIAMN IN THE
WEST. | HAD NO IDERTITY. | GIDN T EVEN KMNOW
ANYMORE WHY | Was LIVIMNAG.

| WAS HOETHING

S0 1 DECIDED TO DIE. & FEW WEEKS
AFTER MY RESOLUTION

SOU SAI6 THAT vOU WOULD COME
WITH U5, TO SEE THE CASPIAM
SEA .. IF YOU wWaNT, wE CaN
CAMCEL THE TRIP. WE DON'T
WANT TO LEAVE vOU .

REALLY,
pag

BIBN"T
MANAGE
15 VIENN AR
ND, IT'S

oKAY, VOU
SHOULE G0
I AMY
CASE |
MEER TO
BE ALOME,

ARD S0 THEY WENT FOE TEN

THE DAY SFTER THEIR DEPARTURE,]
| MAGE MY ARRANGEMENT S,

| HAD SEEM, IM & FILAM, & WOMAN
WHD DRANK WINE BEFORE SLITTING
HER, WRISTS. MOT HAVING AMY
WINE, | DRANK A HALF BOTTLE
OF WODKA,

| COULDN'T BRING MYSELF T PUSH
THE BLADE INTD MY FLESH, | HAD
ALWAYS BEEN VERY aFRAIDP OF
BLOOD. NEVERTHELESS, SIMNCE |
WAS DRUMK | MANAGED TO
GRAZE MYSELF

A5 FOR THE REST, | FOLLOWED THE FILM. | STRETCHED OUT IN 4 HGT
BATH, WaITING FOR MY BLOLD TC EMPT

Y QUT. BUT IT KEPT CCAGULAT NG,

IT MUST BE SAID THAT 1T'S &4 LITTLE DIFFICULT TO KiLL VOURSELF
WITH A FRUIT KMNIFE. WEAFOHNS WITH BLADES WERE NOT MADE FOR
ME. | HEEDED TO FInD SOMETHING ELSE.
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40 | WAITED UNTIL MY WRIST |
HEALED TO SwaLLOwW ALl mv
AMTI-DEPRESSANMT S,

IT WAS THE EMD ...

| TOLD MWSELF THAT IT was THE
LAST TIME | WOULD SEE THE
SUA. | ALSD SPARED A THOUGHT
FOR pv PARENTS.

=

. THREE Davs LATER ...

)

—
_,..--
-

WHEN | WOKE UP, THE DRUGS THAT | HAD TAKEN
GAVE ME SEVERAL HIURS  WIRTH OF HALLUCINATICNS.

50 | WENT TO SEE MY THERAPIST,

\ | INFERRED FROM THIS THAT | |

—
[\fDU SWALLOWED THEM ALLT ARE VOU SUREY !

was MOT MaADE TG DIE,

SURVIVAL.

THAT DOSE SHOULD HAVE ‘:

BEEN ENOUGH TO FIaISH
CFF AN ELEPHAMT! .,
EVEN THOUGH I'M NOT 4
BELIEVER, ASIDE FROM
BIVINE INTERVENTION |
EAN'T FIND ANY OTHER
EXPLAMATION FOR YOUR

FROM MOW OM, I'M
TAKING MYSELF IN HAND,

O
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BODY HAIR BEING AM (8-
SESSION OF THE QRIENTAL
WOMAN, | BEGAN WITH
HAIR REMOVAL,

e

ver by iy
Wi JI.a
tl g
Sl
|
‘.l Iy
1.r-|":r'r‘
Il:‘i”";
i LI
‘l\\'l
\ L1
“yy,
LlIr f
I."\‘ur,-l
whie g
ME BEFORE. | ME AFTER,

THEM | GOT RID OF pAY
LD CLOTHES.

AMD HAD SOME MEW
CLOTHES MaDE.

-

~

t%‘

& MODERN WARDROBE

QRIGINAL SHOES,

& FASHIONABLE HAIRLUT

A PERMANENT. ]

| BECAME & SOPHISTICATED WOMAN .,

SHOPPIMG.

MAKEUP.

3
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AMD A% A HEALTHY MIND IS MORE aMpP MORE, AND MORE AND MORE,
FOUND IN A HEALTHY 80DV, |
TO0K UP EXERCISE.

AND FIVE AND SIX...
AND ONE ANDTWO-

THE TiGER
N5 A

STEOMG AMD INVINCIBLE LIKE THIS, | WAS GOING TO MEET MY HEW DESTIMY.
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MY PARENTS OBVIOUSLY MNEVER
ENEW THE EEASONS FOR M
MET AMORPHOSIS, MY NEW
APPROACH TO LIFE DELIGHTED
THE M TO THE POINT OF THER
BUYING ME A CAR, BY way F
ENCOURAGEMENT,

ASIDE FROM THE LADY OF THE
HOUSE | PIDN'T WKNDW AMNYOME.

MO, M AUSTRIS, BUT | STUDIED

AT THE LYLEE FRAMLAIS 1N
TEHR AN AMD IN VIEMNA

| HAD NEW FRIENDS, | \WENT T0 PARTIES ... IN SHER T, MY LIFE HAD
TAKEN A COMPLETELY NEW TURN, ONE EVENING N APRIL 4989
1 WAS INVITED TO MY FRIEMD ROXANATS HOUSE,

WELLOME, PLEASE MAKE WIURSELF

WHAT DO YoW D7

A AN ZERQBILS INSTRUL-
TOR, | 8L50 TEACH FRENCH

HAVE YOU LIVED M FRANCE?

MO wav!
1 PAINT TOON

AZL






coo B MERCILESS SEDUCER!

SCREY TO HAVE LEFT YOU
BUT | HADKN'T SEEN HAMID

AL3






50, YOU FOUGHT N THE WAR
AGAINST IRAQ?

(v.{.s, I WAS & TANK GUNKER,

WHAT? YOU KILLED PEOPLE?

OH, | PON'T KMOW. \WHEN
YOU FIRE, YOU DON'T KNOW
EXACTLY WHERE IT HITS ...

AT THE SAME TIME DURING
COMBAT, YOU DON'T HAVE TIME
FOR QUALMS, EVERYTHING 1S
A QUESTIOM OF SURVIVAL ..

1

H

Lo WHEM THE IRAQIS
ATTACKED US "WITH CHEMICAL
WEAPOMS, | KMEW | HAD TO
CLIMB THE MOUNTAIN, AS
FAST AS POSSIBLE,

11‘"6 MOUNTAINT? WHY? ,

il

BECAUSE, WHEM THE B80MB
EXPLODES, THERE'S & CLOULD
OF TOXIC CHEMICALS THAT'S
RELEASED. IF YOU ARE HIGH
EMOUGH, IT CAN'T REACH YOU,

TOWARD THE SUMMITS
OF THE ZAGROS" ...

e=2)

e S0 HAMID AHD |, WE MM]

"4 MOUMTAIN CMaN N THE WEST OF IRAN

|_ THEN, WE SPENT A WEEK IN
THE MOUNTAINS, WITHOUT
FOOD. WE ATE SMNOW S0 A%
NOT T0 DIE FROM
DEHYDRATION,

gy

THAT MUST HAVE BEEMN
TERRIBLY HARD!

HARD ...YES, BUT HUMAN
BEIMGS ARE MUCH MORE
RESILIEMT THAM WE THIMK.

AND THAT'S HOW | MET THE
MAN THAT | WOULD MARRY
TWO YEARS LATER,

fl

AFTER THIS PARTY, ROXANA
MEVER SPOKE TO ME AGAIN.
APPARENTLY, HER BEST FRIEND
WAHTED TO GO OUT WITH REZA ..,
UNFORTUNATELY, WE POA'T
ALWAYS GET WHAT WE WANT.

e







HIS CHILDHOOD FRIEMDS MY CHIL

DHOOD FRIENDS

MY IDEAL LIFE

HIS FAVORITE ACTIVITY MY FAVORITE ACTIVITY

HIS SOCIAL LIFE

MY soCial LIFE

|—HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH MY RELATIONSHIF wWiITH
MY MOTHER

Hi$ MOTHER
DON'T YOU WANT TO LET

WES MOM, I'M COMING
HOME 1M AM HOUR AMD & [YOUR PARENTS KNDW?

HALF, POMN'T WORRY" )

AME 1 S00GRT 1M HIMM A

rHE SOUGHT IM ME & LOST
LIGHTHEAR TEDNESS.

WAR WHICH | HAD
ESLAPED.

I SHORT, WE COMPLE

125

MEMTED EACH ODTHER,







WE MEEDED EACH OTHER 50 MUCH THAT WE VERY QUICKLY STARTED TO TALE ABIUT OUE SHARED

FUTURE

| WAMT TO LEAVE HERE. EITHER I'tL &0 TO EURDPE OR
TO THE UMITED STATES, BUT | WON'T STAY HERE.
2 sl
k)

WHAT B0 YOU HAVE PLAMMED FOR THE FUTURE?

~

S

\“;L

WHERE WILL YOU GO 1N EURDPE?

ITALY, FRANCE, SWEDEN,
SPAIM, EMGLAND . 1T
DOESH'T REALLY MATTER.
1 JUST OOM'T WaNT T0
LIVE 1M IRAN AMYMIRE,

MBNVBE S0, BUT 1IN THE WEST
YOU AN COLLAPSE (N THE
STREET AND HO OME WILL GIVE
YOU A HAMD,

OOM'T WORREY' WE'LL
FIND & SOLUTION"

| BON'T WANT TC LEAVE THE
COUNTRY RIGHT away,

IT'S BECAUSE YOU ARE STILL
NESTALGIC. YIU'LL SEE &
YEAR FREM MOwW PEQPLE
WiLL BISGUST

YOU. ALwAYS

INTERFERING 1IN

THINGS THAT

DCN'T CONMCERM

THE M

HAPPILY, GETTING & Visa PROVED TC BE EXCEEDINGLY BIFFICULT,
S0 WE DECIDED TL STUDY FOR THE MATICMAL EXAY® S0 AS HOT TO
WASTE YEARS OF QUR LIVES DOIMA NOTHING, IT WAS VERY HARD
IT HAD BEEN SIX YEARS SINCE REFA HAD GRADUATED HIGH SCHOOL.
HE WAS QUT OF PRACTICE FOR STUDYING. 8% FOR, ME, | HADN'T
READ OR WRITTERM IM PERSIAN SIHNCE | WAS FOURTEEM

Pl MR AN, V0L CaN'T ENTER UNIVERSITY ANTHILT HAVMG PRSI0 THE nATIINAL £XAM

AL&







JUNE 41989 AFTER TWO MONTHS OF HARD wWORK, THE CAMDIDATES TOOK THE EXAMS IN DIFFEREMNT
1HE 215 DAY FINALLY ARRIVED. PLACES, ACCORDING TO THEIR SEX.

THERE WERE QUESTIONMAIRES SPECIFIC TO EACH SEL

TO GET IMTO THE COLLEGE OF ART 1M ADDITION TO THE OTHER TESTS, THERE was 4 DRAWING
QUALIFICATION. | WAS SURE THAT ONE OF ITS SUBTECTS wWOULD BE "THE MARTYRS,"™ AND FOR GOCD
REASON' S0 | PRACTICED BY COPYING & PHOTD OF MICHELAMGELD'S “LA PIETAY ABOUT TWENTY TIMES.
OM THaT DAY, | REFRODUCED 1T BY PUTTIMG & BLACK CHADOR 0M MARY'S HEAD, AN ARMY UMIFOR M OM
JESUS, AMD THEM | ADPED TWO TULIPS, SYMBOLS OF THE MARTYRS " ON EITHER SIPE S0 THERE wWOULD
BE N0 COMFLSION

r | wWAS VERY PLEASED wWITH MY DRAWING.

TS SAID THAT RED TULIPS GROW FROM THE BLIDD OF MARTYRS,
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L WE HAD TO WalT SEVERAL WEEKS BEFORE GETTING THE RESULTS IN THE "ETELAAT " WHICH DIDN'T

COME QUT UNTIL 3 PM, WE WERE IM FRONT OF THE KIOSKS AT 4,

o bt o, W & W L
W @ W5 ww
W

SHIT' HERE'S
YOURS TO0

KNOWING THAT LOY OF THE PLACES WERE RESERVED FOR CHILOREN OF MARTWRS AHD THOSE DISABLED BY THE WAR,
THE SEATS WERE LIMITED. IT WAS AN UNEXPECTED STROKE OF LUCK THAT WE BOTH PASSED THE NATIOMAL EXaM,

SIMCE WE WEREN'T MARRIEDR, WE COULDM'T KISS EACH OTHER 1M
PUBLIC, OR EVEM GIVE OME AMOTHER A FRIEMDLY HUG TO EXPRESS
OUR EXTREME TOY. WE RISKED IMPRISOMMEMT AMD BEIMG WHIPPED
S0 WE GOT INTO THE CaAR QUICKLY ...

128

«oo WHERE HE PUT HIS HAKMD ON
MINE.,

IT was EXTRADRDINAR Y.,







AFTER DROPPING REZA OFF aT
HIS HOUSE, | WENT HOME

MM paD! | GOT IN' | was
ADMITTEDR FIR GRAPHIL ARTS!

BRAVE WE KNDW. WE
SAaWwW YOUR AMD REFA'S
MAMES IM THE PAPER.

CH Dap 1T’
S0 GREAT!

MNOW, ALL THAT'S LEFT 15
THE IDEOLOGICAL TEST, BUT
THAT'S JUST 4 DETAIL.

MY DEAR, UNFORTUNATELY,
IT'S HOT JUST A DETAIL.

VES MY COUSIN BAHMAN'S
DAUGHTER WASK'T ADMITTED
T UMIVERSITY BECAUSE
HER. MOTHER BELONGED TC
THE REGIME'S OPPOSITION
AMD HAD SPENT TwJD
YEARS IM PRISON.

¥OU MUST LEARN TQ PEAY
IN AR ABIC, THE MAMES OF
ALL THE IMAMS THEIR HIS-
TORIES, THE PHILOSOPHY OF
SHISM, ETC., ETC., .. IF

YOU WAMT, ILL HELP YQU,

| TRIED TO LEARN EVERYTHIMNG
B% HEART. [ HAD THE BEST OF
INTERTIONS ...

.+ BUT THE WORDS WERE S0
CBSCURE THAT | WaSN'T ABLE
TO RETAIN ANY THING

429

AFTER MANY Davs OF RELIGIDUS
STUBY, | ENDED UP CONVINCED
THAT THE OMLY waAY T GET
QUER THIS LAST HUEDLE was
TC PRAY.







THE DAy OF THE IPECLOGICAL TE‘-‘T.I

——

MISS SATRAP, | SEE FROM YOUR FILE THAT YOU HAVE
LIVED 1N AUSTRIA ... DID YOU WEAR THE VEIL THERE?

MO, | HAVE ALWAYS THOUGHT THAT IF
WOMEN'S HAIZ POSED 90 MANY PROBLEMS,

GOO WOULD CERTAIMLY HAVE MADE US 8ALD.

DO YOU KNOW HOW TO PRAY?
t;:mD MAY | KNOW WHY? -}

LIKE ALL IEA-
MIANS, | BON'T
UNDERSTAND
AR ABC. IF
PRAWIMNG IS
TALKING TO
GOD, | PREFER
TO DO IT IN &
LANGUAGE
THAT | KMNOW,
| BELIEVE IN
GOD, BUT |
SPEAK TO HIM
IN PERSIAN,

THE
PROPHET
MOHAMPMED
SAID: “GOD
15 CLOSER,
TO US
THAN GUR
JUGULAR
YEINS."
GOk 15
ALWAYS
WITH US,

HE IS I8 US!
RIGHT?

THANK YOU,
MISS SATRAPI,

woU CAMN GO
MO,

I SHOULD HAVE SHUT MY MOUTH, STUREDR
HARDER | SHOULD HAVE .., IT'S atl OVER ...

o

LOOK WHERE YOU'RE
GlING, YOU IDIeT!

TWE WEEKS LATER _l

HERE'S YOUR LET-
TER OF abMISSION!

YES, MY DEAR.
NOW, WOU ARE 4
STUDENT!

A FEW MONTHS LATER, | LEARMNED ViA THE DIRECTOR
OF THE DEFARTMEMT OF ART THaT THE fMULLAH
WHD HAD INTERVIEWED ME HaD REALLY APPRECIATED
MY HONEST Y, APPARENTLY, HE'D EVEN SAID THAT |
WAS THE OMLY ONE WHD DIDNT LIE. | WAS LUCKY,

| HAD STUMBLED ON & TRUE RELIGIOUS MAM,
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MAKEUP

OUR SUCCESS OM THE EXAM MADE
REZFA amMp ME MORE CalLm ABOUT
OUR SHARED FUTURE, MOW WE
WERE ABLE TO 5TAY TOGETHER,
BECAUSE NEITHER OF US WaS
GOIMG TO LEAVE IR AN WITHIUT
THE OTHER. FROM THEAN OM, WE
BECAME A REAL COURPLE, wHICH
MATURALLY MEANT THAT wWE
BEGAN TO PICK ON EaCH OTHER.

I REPROACHED HIM
FOR MOT BEING
ALTIVE ENOUGH.
HE CHOSE TO
CRITICIZE pay
PHYSICAL CHAR-
ALTERISTILS:
NOT ELEGAMT
ENDUGH, NOT
MADE-UF
ENCUGH,
ETC,

ETE s

AT THE TIME, | THOUGHT | SHOULD PMAME SOME EFFORTS ... ONE
DaY, WHEN WE HAD A RENDEZVOUS IN FRONT OF THE SAVAFIEH
BAFZALR " | ARRIVED VERY MADE-UP TO GIVE HIM A SURPRISE.

IF THEY SEE ME WITH
THIS LIPS TICH, THEW'LL
TAKE ME AWAY,

SUDDEMLY, FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STRELT,
[SawW A CAR FULL OF GUARDIANS OF THE REVILU-
TIOM AREIVE, FLLLOWED BY A BUS. WHEN THEY
CAME WITH THE BUS, IT MEANT 4 RAID,

THAT S
1T Ve
WHAT AP GOT ITY

1 GOING TO

BEFORE THEY Saw ME.

| HAD TO PISTRACT THEM, | HAD TC GO SEE THEM

WY BROTHER!

WHERE'S THE BASTARD,
I'LL SHUT HiM UP OMCE
THERE'S & GUY AMD FOR ALL!
WHL Sap
SOMETHING
INDECENT T0O ME.,

OVER THERE!
OM THE STEPS!
THAT S MM

MY BROTHER
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IT SEEMS THAT YOU SAID SOME
CBSCEMITIES TO THE YOUMG LAl

REZa ARRIVED IN THE MIPDLE

MISS, PLEASE, TELL THEM THAT OF THE CHADS
| BIDNT SAY ARYTHING' -
YOU PARE TO LOOK ME N

I THE EYES AMD LIE!

WHO ELSE? AREN'T You
ASHAMEDR? HAVE “0U MO
MOTHER? HAVE ¥OU HO SISTER?
HOW WOULD YOU LIKE IT IF

SOMEONE INSULTED THEM?

I SWEAR OM MY MOTHER'S HEAD, CN
THE KOR AN, THE PROPHET,
THE IMaMS | BIDN'T DO
ANYTHING! !
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WHEW!

\

! JUST HAD TO FIND REF A,

e —

HE WASM'T FAR,

WHAT ARE wOU DOING OUT WEAR-
tHfs THAT FLASHY LIPS TICK
THAT DOESH'T EVEN SUIT ¥OU? |

IT DOESN'T
ST MEP

WHO'S THAT GUY THEY PICKED UP?J

| BON'T KMOW, SOME POOR GUY
WHC JUST HAPPENED TO BE
THERE. "WHEHN | SaAW THEM
BRRIVE, | FIGURED THAT THE
OHLY WAY TO GET AwayY was
TO PLAY "THE POOR WOMAN
WHO HEEDS PROTECTION” 50
I TOLD THEM THAT THAT GUY
HAD SPOKEN INDECENTLY TO
ME AMD THEY ARRESTED HIM,

HA' HAIHATHAT THAT S TO0
COOL! WHAT AM INSTIMCT
FOR SURVIVAL!

COME ON, LET'S 40 SOMEWHERE
ELSE! IT'S DANGEROUS HERE!

BUT THEY'RE GOME!

WHEN THEY CARRY QUT
RAIDS, THERE'S HEVER
DMLY OMNE PATROL.THERE
Wil BE OTHERS.
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IT MUST BE SAID THAT
DURING THIS PERIOD,

IF THEY WERE MARRIED, THERE QBVIOUSLY
WOULDN'T HAVE BEEM & PROBLEM

BUT IT Was PREFERABLE TO
HAVE & PHOTLCOPY OF WOUR

MARRISGE CERTIFICATE OM wOU

YOUME COUPLES WHD
SHOWED THEMSELVES
iN PUBLIC WERE

MY BROTHER, WHAT 15 YOUR
EELATIONSHIF TO 'n-lrf, WO MANT

RONNING & RISk,

SHE'S MY WIFE.

THE TROUBLES BEGAN IF THE
TWO WOUNG PEOPLE WERE NOT
UNITED BY SACRED TIES,

WHAT 15 YOUR RELATION-
SHIP TO THIS MaN?

ESPECIALLY IF THEY HaD TUST
MET.

| WHAT'S YOUR MOTHER'S .\:.aME"J

\(

WHAT'S THAT? HE'S
YOUR COUSIN, RIGHT?
YOU MUST KMOW THE
NAME OF YOUR aumnT!

I COME 0N, GET IN THE Car! i

r:.;gv TOOK THEM TO THE COMMITTEE.® THEM THEY CALLED THEIR
FAREMTS WHD CAME TO FREE THEIR CHILDREAN, BY PAYING & FINE,

SIR, WOUR DAUGHTER IS a7
THE COMMITTEE OF
SAAD ABAD, ACCOM-
PAMNIED BY A YOUNG
MAN . A CERTAIN
SAIR! THEY WERE
WALKING
TOGETHER In
THE PARK
ITIS &M ACT
AGAINST THE
RELIGIGUS
MOR AL CODE
AND THE
WALUES OF QUR
REPUBLIC. YOU Cam
COME GET HER IN EXCHAMGE
FOR 20,000 TUMANS® IN CASH,
CTHERWISE SHE WILL BE WHIPPED

"THE COMMISSARIAT OF THE GUARDPIAMS OF THE REVOLUTION
AT THE TIME, THE MONTHLY SALARY OF &4 GUVERNMENT WORKER
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f;rnp. _ACTUALLY, WHAT ARE

WE ARE LUCKY T0 HAVE [1n AMY Case, IF THEY BRREST US,
PAREMNTS WHD ACCEPT OUR ALL WE HAVE TO SAY IS THAT
RELATIONSHIP, WE DOM'T WE'RE ENGAGED, IT DOESN'T
HAVE TO SEE EACH OTHER 1M MATTER. IMN THE WORST CASE,
THE STREET LIKE OTHERS! WE PAY AND IT S FIMNE!
MOST FAMILIES ARE l

THEY GOING TO 00 TO HIM?

TO THE POOR GUY THEY TUST

EXCEPT WE SHOULDM'T GIVE &
ARRESTED INSTEADR OF ME!

TRADITIOMALIST S, THEY
CEMT TO THOSE ASSHOLES!

ARE AS TYRAMMICAL A5 THE

NOTHING! HE'LL GET A
ASSHOLES TUST PROTELTED FEW SLAPSITHAT S aLL

WU FROM & PERVERT.

WHAT rNatnﬂTuoE,!"uGSj

AT FIRST, THEY THOUGHT THAT IT Was SIMPLY A ROUTINE CHECK,

THOUGH, THEVY'RE 50 SICK THAT BUT AFTER HAVING INSPECTED THEIR PAPERS, THE BEARDED GUY
IT'S POSSIBLE THEY'LL HANG ASKED THEM:

HIM. YOU REMEMBER MY

FRIEMDS DARIUS AMD HADER? WHAT'S YOUR RELA-

TIGNSHIP TO THIS MANT

WELL, THEY i
WERE LOMING

HOME FROM
APARTY LATE
OME NIGHT,
WHEN THE
GUARDIANS
OF THE
REVOLUTION
STOPPED THEM,

CTHEY THOUGHT THEY'D HAVE

A LITTLE FUN,

WHAT B YOU MEAN B RIEND

THAT WE GO BUT TOAETHER!
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DARIVS HAD HIS NOSE BROKEM
MADER GOT A FEW KICKS, HE
LIMPS ., . BUT THEY CAME 0UT
OF IT WELL, COMSIDERING.
HERE IF YOU ARE HOMOSEXUAL
ACCORDING TO THE Law, IT'S
CARPITAL PURNISHMENT!

COME OM, LET S G0 HOME.

ARE YOU
COMIMG OVERT

THE QUTSIDE BEING DANGERCUS WE CFTEMF

THIS SITUATION WaS SUFFLCATIMNG ME

CUND CURSELVES INSIDE, 4T HIS HOUSE CE AT MY HOUSE.

WE COULPN'T DO aNVTHING ELSE BUT CLOSE 1N 0N EALH OTHER
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| GOT HOME QUITE EARLY.

GRANDMANWHAT A WOMPERFUL
SURPRISE! WHERE ARE MOM
AND DAD?

THEY WENT TO THE MOVIES.
| STAVED HOME TO SEE YOU.

| HAVE SOMETHING TO
TELL wOU!

+ S0 1 LOOKED aRQUND ME AND | FOUND A GUY WHO LOOKED A
LITTLE SCRUFFY. | WEMT QWVER TO THE BEARDED MEM ., .

B

HIp) HalH Al

H. THEY TOCK
THE GUY AwaAy!
Ha!' HA' Ha!

HAHAL HAL
HAHA!

MO

THIMNE

THAT

YOU'RE &
SELFISH
BITCH! THAT'S
WHAT | T RN

HAVE iU FORGOT TEM WHO YOUR
GRAMDFATHER WAST ME SPENT
A THIRD OF HIS LIFE IM PRISON
FOR HAVIMG DEFEMNDED SOME
INHOCEMTS! AND YOUR UNCLE
AMOOSH? HAVE YOU FORGOTTEM
HiM TOOPP?! HE GAVE HIS LIFE
FOR WIS IDEAS' WHAT HAVE |
TAVGHT YOU? HUMH???
INTEGRITY"M

DOES THIS
WORD MEAN
W AMNYTHING
b4 JL- ) TO voUu?

f"'\
RN

M LEAVING. TAKE SOME
TIME TO THINK ABOUT THIS!
IT'S THE BLOOD OF YOUR
GRANDPA AND OF YOUR UNCLE
THAT AUMS IN YOUR VEINS!
SHAME ON YOU!

Y GRANDMA HAD JUST
YELLED AT ME FOR THE FIRST
TIME 1IN MY LIFE.

I DECIDED THAT IT WOULD ALSO

BE THE LAST.
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% THE CONVOCATION

SEFTEMBER 1989, | was X
FIMALLY A STUDENT

THE BREAKFAST THAT MY MOTHER HAD PREPARED TUST LIKE SHE
USED T, THE MELANCHOLY aTMOSPHERE OF THE BEGINNING OF

AUTUMBM, MY UNIFORM | | EVERYTHING REMINDED ME OF THE
BEGIMMING OF SCHOOL.

"M REALLY EXCITED!
5 5'.',1.(

e

REZA FOUND ME OM THE WAY, ‘

DO YOU THIMK THAT WE CAN TELL PEOPLE WE'RE |
TOGETHER?

ARE YOU CRAZY? AOT OM YOUR LIFE. IF THE
ADMIMISTEATION BISCOVERS QUR
RELATICMSHIP,
WE'LL BE KICKED
QUT! TO THEM,
WERE BREAKING
THE Law!

HE was EXAGGERATING & LITTLE, FROM THE MOMEANT WE ARRIVED AT UNIVERSITY, ALTHOUGH BOYS
AMD GIRLS DIDN'T M, THIS DIDN'T STOP THEM FROM THROWING EACH OTHER FLIRTATIOUS LODKS,

MATURALLY! AFTER ALL, LawW OR MG LAW, THESE WERE HUMAN BEINGS.
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MANY OF THE STUDENTS KMNEW OME ANDTHER ALREADY, IN LISTEMING TO THEM, | UNDERSTCOD THAT
THEY'D TAKEN THE PREPARATORY CLASSES TOGETHER, CUR FIRST LESSOM WAS “aRT HISTORY."

WHAT IS GEMERALLY KMOWN 4G ARAR ART AND ARCHITECTURE SHOULD 1N FALT BE CALLEDR THE ART OF THE
ISLAMIC EMPIRE, WHICH STRETCHED FROM CHINA TO SPAIN. THIS ART 15 A (ROSS BETWELN INDIAN, PERSIAN,
LMD MESOPOTAMIAM AR T, THOSE WHOM WE COMSIDER, LIKE AVICEMNMA, TO BE "4R 2B SCHOLARSY ARE FOR THE
MOST PART AMYTHING BUT AR ARS EVEM THE FIRST BOOX OF AR ABIL GRAMMAR WAS WRITTEN BY AN IRAMNIAN,

IT WAS FUNMNY TO SEE TO WHAT EXTENT THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC WAS HOT ABLE TO PUT AN END TO QUR
CHAUVINISM, TO THE COMNTRARY' PEOPLE OFTEN COMPARED THE (BSCURAMTISM OF THE NMEW REGIME TO
THE ARAB INVASION, ACCORDING TO THIS LOGIC, "BEIMG PERSIAN™ MEANT MNOT BEING & FANATIC BUT
THIS PARALLEL WEANT ONLY S0 FAR CONSIDERIMG THE FACT THAT OQUR GOVERAMENT WASH'T COMPOSED
OF ARAB INVADERS BUT PERSIAN FUNDAMENTALISTS,

[qav' LOOK, THE GUY IN THE

AT LUNCH TIME.

AMONG THE GUYS, & FEW

THE PROFESSOR IS VERY EVEN HAVE HAIR CUTS!M
INTERESTING, BUT OH MY DOES M oD

HIS MOUTH SMELL EVEMN q

BLUE SHIRT... HE'S REALLY
0T Bap!

THIRTY FEET away vou fam
SMELL HIS TACKAL'S BREATH!

THEY WERE TALKIMNG ABIUT
REFA. | SUDDEANLY FOUMD THEM
& LOT LESS FUNMY,

DESPITE THEIR UPTIGHT APPEARANCE, THE GIRLS 1M MY CLASS
SEEMED TO BE QUITE THE COMEDIANS.

IT'S TRUE THAT WEARIMG THE
WEIL Was A REAL SCIENCE. YOU
HAD TO MAKE 4 SPECTAL

FOLD, LIKE THIS:

VOU'NE LIVED JBROAD?

—
AN "M HIVODSHA, WES, HOW BID YOU KMOW?

BECAUSE OF YOUR
MAGHNAEM * YO WE AR,
IT LIKE & BEGIMNNER,

MOT A HAIR
SHOWE 1M
FROFILE.

SHOUK A WAS VERY FUNNY.
UNFORTUNATELY, WHEN SHE GOT
MARRIED TWE YEARS LATER, HER
HUSBAMD FORBADE HER FROM
ASSOCIATING WITH ME. TO HIM,
Iwas Ar ApPORAL PERSOM,

HIY0DSHMa HAD VERY GREEN EYES
WHICH MADE HER THE MOST
SOUGHT AFTER GIRL AT THE
COLLEGE. (THE MAJORITY OF
IR AMIANS HAVE BLACK EYES.)

HEVERTHELESS, THINGS WERE
EVOLVIMG , . VEAR BY YEAR,
WOMEN WERE WINMING AM EIGHTH
OF AW INCH OF HAIR amMD LOSING
AN EIGHTH OF AN INCH OF VEIL.

*WOODED HEAD-SCARF
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WITH PRACTICE, EVEM THOUGH THEY WERE COVERED FROM HEAD TO FOOT, wOU GOT TO THE POINT WHERE
YOU COULD GUESS THEIR SHAPE, THE waAY THEY WORE THEIR HAIR AND EVEM THEIR POLITICAL OFIMIONS,
CBVIDUSLY, THE MORE & WOMAN SHOWED, THE MORE PROGRESSIVE AND MODERN SHE WAS,

ﬁ

COMING HOME THAT EUEN!NI&.J 20, HOW Was
'ﬂJ{.‘E FIRST DAN?

(Loox wHAT GRANDMA BROUGHT FOR You. )

EVER SIMCE MY COWARDLY ACT My GRAMDMA
HADM'T BEEN SPEAKING TO ME.

WHAT'S -mrr,?j (7’5 & coTToN HeaD-sCaRF )
THIS wa~ YOUR

- HEAD CAM BREATHE,

2| OTHER WISE
g vou'L e BaLp 1N
\

HE TIME.

SHE HAD GIVEN ME A GIFT, SHE HAD THOUGHT OF
MY HAIR, SHE Was TALKING TO ME .,

. WWHEW! SHE HAD FORGIVEM ME. l

(GH, GRANDMA! THANK Youb

| HAD FORGOTTEM HER EXTREME INTRAMSIGENCE,
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[one weex mfaﬂ_]

e — e
=

REZa, YES, REZA PO YQU KHOW HIph? _]_

WELL, ME CAN'T STOF QGLING
You, HEE! HEE! HEE! HEE!

MO, HE, | HADH'T EVEN NOTICED
Hipa!
l THE CLEAN SHA\I'E.H GUY, RIGHT CVER THERE, WF-(:?"‘S HIS MAME ;'_l

YOU'RE RIGHT, HE'S || OH, HE'S
MHOT THAT GREAT. NOT S0 BAD.

{‘.-E.-.‘., ¥OU DO KNOW Hlel

FACED WITH THE PERSPICACITY
OF MY GIRLFRIENDS, | HAD MO
CHOICE BUT TO ARMIT THE TEUTH,

DIRTY LIag!
YoU REALLY
0T ME!

| CONFESS! | SAW
HIM LAST MIGHT
iN WOUR CAR.

SHHHE LISTEM TO
WHAT THE DIREC-
TOR 15 SAYIMG'

YOUR,
PRESENCE 15
REQUIRED AT
3 0'CLOCK AT
THE MAIN
CAMPUS! ALL

ATTEMDIMG
CLASSES FOR
TWO WEEKS!

COMMON TO ALL THE COLLEGES WERE TAUGHT. IT
WaS MUCH MORE REPRESSIVE THAN QUR
COLLEGE. 45 ARTISTS, WE BEMNEFITED
FROM & LITTLE MORE LIBERTY. FOR

EXAMPLE, THERE GIRLS AND BOVS
HAD TO TAKE DIFFERENT
STAIRCASES, WHILE WHEEE
WE WERE, EVERYOMNE
USED THE SAME
STAIRCASE,

IT WWaAS AT THE MAIM CAMPUS THAT THE SUBJECTS

A4A

| GIBH'T GET THE STAIRCASE THING, BECAUSE 1M
AMY CASE, WE FOUND OURSELVES TOGETHER
UPSTAIRS, BUT SHOUKA SAID THAT IT Was TO
KEEP THE BOYS FROM WATCHING QUR BUTTS
WHILE WE CLIMBED.







CNCE IN THE AMPHITHEATER WE DISCOVERED THE REASON FOR CUR CONVOCATION: THE ADMINISTRATION HAD
CRGAMIZED A LECTURE WITH THE THEME OF "MORAL aMD RELIGIOUS CONDUET ™ TO SHIW US THE EIGHT PATH

F

WE LAM'T ALLOW QURSELVES TO BEHAVE LODSELY! IT'S THE BLOOD OF CUR MARTYRS WHICH HAS
MOUR ISHEDR THE FLOWERS OF QUR REPUBLIC, T0 ALLOW OMESELF TO BEHAVE INDECEMTLY 1S TC
TEAMPLE OM THE BLOOP OF THOSE WHE GAVE THEIR LIVES FIR OUR FREEDOM. ALSO, | &M ASKIMNG THE
YOUMG LADIES PRESENT HERE TO WEAR LESS-wWIDE TROUSERS AND LIMGER HEAD-SCARVES. YOU
SHOULD COVER “IUR WAl WELL, YOU SHOULD NOT WEAR “AH&UPJ VI SHOULD,
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DOES AMYOME HAWE ANy
QUESTIONS? IF MOT, THIS
MEETING 1S OVER,

SIR, | HAVE A
QUESTION!

YOU $4Y THAT QUR HEAD-SCARVES ARE SHORT,
THAT QUR PANTS ARE INDECENT, THAT WE
MAKE QURSELVES UP ETE.,

BUT 45 A STUDENT OF 2RT, & GOCD
POR.TION OF MY TIME IS SPENT IM
THE STUDIO. | MEED TO BE ABLE
TO MOVE FREELY TO BE ABLE TO
PRAW, & LOMGER HEAD-SCARF
WILL MAKE THE TASK EVEM
MORE DIFFICULT,

AS FOR QUR TROUSERS, YOU CRITICIZE THEM FOR
BEING TOD WIDE EVEN THOUWGH THEY EFFECTIVELY
HIDE DUR SHAPE. KMOWING THAT THESE
TROUSERS ARE IN VOGUE RIGHT
HOW, | ASK THE QUESTION:

15 RELIGION DEFENDIMNG CUR
PHYSICAL INTEGRITY OR 15
IT TUST OPPOSED TO
FasHigM?

YOU DON'T HESITATE TO COMMENT OM
Us, BUT QUE BROTHERS PRESEMT HERE
HAVE all SHAPES aND SIZES OF
HAIRLUTS ANl CLOTHES, SOMETIMES,
THEY WEAR CLOTHES 50 TIGHT
THAT WE CAN SEE EVERVYTHING.

WHY IS 1T THAT |, A5 A
WOMAN, AP EXPECTED TO
FEEL HOTHING WHEMN
WATCHING THESE MEN WITH
THEIR CLOTHES SCULFTED
OM BUT THEY, a5 MEM,
CAM GET EXLITED BY
TWE INCHES LESS OF MY
HEAD-SCARF?

n )
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AFTER THE LECTURE.

YOU'VE BEEM SUMMONED BY THE
ISLAMIC COMMISSION .  GOOD LULK!

YOU'RE REALLY COURAGEDUS. |.
——
{sﬁnw' WHAT FRANK SPEAKING!

51T | REALLY BOM'T

SERIDUST

THE DIRECTOR OF OUR COLLEGE
HAD STUDIED IN THE UNITED
STATES AND REMAIMNED QUITE
SECULAR,

I'VE BEEM SUMMOMED BY
THE ISLaMIC COMMISSION!

IT Was AS IF | WERE GlIMG
TO MEET My EXECUTIONER.,

.., BUT TO MY PLEASANT SUR-
PRISE, MY EXECUTIONER PROVED
TO BE THE "TRUE RELIGIODUS™
MAM, THE OME WHD HAD PASSED
ME CN THE IPEOLOGICAL TEST.

S50 MISS SATRAPI.

ALWAYS SAYING WHAT ViU
THIMK ... IT'S Goob! YOU'RE
HOMEST, BUT VOU ARE LOST,

& =

—

EEAD THE SACRED TEXT,
YO'LL SEE THAT WEARING
THE VEIL IS SYMONYMOUS
WITH EMAMCIPATION,

-

IT 15 NOT | WHE S3AYS 1T, IT'S
GO0, . 1M GOING TO GIVE YOU A
SECOMD CHANCE, THIS TIME,
YOU'RE HOT EXPELLED. IN
EXCHANGE, | AM ASKING YOU TO
IMAGIME THE UNIFORM ADAPTED
TQ THE MEEDS OF THE STUDENTS
IN YOUR COLLEGE. MOTHING
EXTRAVAGAMT, YU UNDERSTAMD.

| APFLIED MYSELF. DESIGNIMNG
THE "MODEL” THAT WOULD
PLEASE BOTH THE ADMINIGTRA-
TIOH 4ND THE INTERESTED
PARTIES WASN'T EASY. |
MADE DOZENS OF SKETLHES.

THIS WAS THE RESULT OF MY
RESEAR(CH,

THIS LITTLE REBELLIGN RECON-
CILED MY GRANDMOTHER AMD ME,

SHORT
HEAD-SL ARF
——

WIDE
TROIVSERS
—

THOUGH SUBTLE, THESE DIFFER-

ENCES MEANT 4 LOT TO WS,

IT'S FEAR THAT MAKES US
LOSE QUE CONSCIEMLE. 1T'S
ALSD WHAT TRANSFORMS
US INTO COWARDS. YOU HAD
QUTS! I'M PROVD OF vOU!

AND THIS IS HOW | RECOVERED MY
SELF-ESTEEM AMD MY DIGHITY,
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN & LOMG
TIME, | WAS HAPPY WITH MYSELF.







THE SOCK

TO KEEF US FEOM STRAYING
QFF THE STRAIGHT PATH, QUR

STUDIDS WERE SEPARATED
FROM THISE OF THE BOvS.

I"M WOLIE AMATOMY
PROFESSCR. IM THE
PAST, Wi DREwW
HMUBES, BUT THINGS
HAVE CHANGED.
YOUR MODEL wWiLL
BE CONERED, TRY
TO MAKE THE BEST
QF IT,

WE LOOKEDR. .. ... FROM EVERY 2 LMD FROM EVERY BUT MOT A SIMAGLE
DIRECTION . . AMGLE .. PART OF HER BODY
WAS VISIBLE.

G

WE NEVER THELESS
LEARMED TO DRAW
DRAPES.
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AFTER & FEW WEEKS, WE DISCOVERED, ALONG WITH CUR PROFESSOR, THAT IT WAS PREFERABLE TO HAVE
A MODEL OM WHOM YOU COULD AT LEAST DISTINGUISH THE LIMBS, QUR DIRECTOR APPROVED. i
_l‘

| I1 _I‘ L IT
: //“

OME EVEMIMNG, BEFORE THE COLLEGE CLOSED, OME OF
THE SUPERVISORS PAID ME & VISIT.

WELL, BECAUSE
1M BRAWING
MM,

YES, BUT YOU'RE NOT ’ WHAT WOULD YOU HAVE ME DE?

-:Ir;f'-r_&?s j;}..:f::rﬁ-rlue SHOULD | DRAW THIS MAM WHILE
L T T QoR 2771

o LODKING AT THE DOOR??P7!
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[ THESE ABSURD SITUATICNS WERE QUITE FREGUENT. ONE DAY, FOR
EXAMPLE, | WAS SUPPOSED TO GO SEE MY DENTIST, BUT CLASSES
FIMISHED LATEE THaM EXPECTED.

SUBDEMLY, | HEARD & VOICE OVER
THE LOUDSPEAKER:

THE LABY IN THE
BLUE CoaT!
DON'T RUM!

THE LADY IN THE
BLUE COAT" STOV
RUMMNING!

HEY—BLUE
COAT! 5TOP
RUNNING!

MADAM, WHY WERE YOU RUNNING?

M OVERY LATE! | was
RUNNING TO LATOH My BUS

YEG .. BUT WHEM YOU
RUN, YIUR BEHIND MAKES
MOVEMEMTS THAT ARE ., HOW
Lo YOU sav CBSCEME!

4%

WELL THEN DON'T
LOOK AT MY ASS!

| YELLEDR S0 LOUDLY THAT THEY
GIDN'T EVEN ARREST ME,







WE CONFRONTED THE REGIME
A5 BEST WE LOULD.

IN 4890, THE ERA OF GRAND REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS AMD DEMONSTRA-
TIONS WAS OVER, BETWEEN 4320 AND 498%, THE GOVERMNMENT HAD
IMPRISOMED AMD EXECUTED S0 MANY HIGH-SCHOOL AND COLLEGE
STUDENTS THAT WE MO LOMGER PARED TO TALK FOLITICS.

QUR STRUGGLE Was MORE
DISCREET,

IT HIMGED OGN THE LITTLE
PETAILS. TO OUR LEADERS,

THE ©MALLEST THING COULD BE
A SUBJECT OF SUBVERSION

SHOWING
YOUR
WRIST,

A LOUD LAUGH, v

HAVIMG & wWALKAMAN,
.~
O \Va W

M SHIET . EVERNTHIMG wWasS
A PRETERT TO ARREST LS.

| EVEN REME MBER
SPENDIMNG &N
EMTIRE DAY AT
THE COMMITTEE
BECAUSE OF A
PAIR OF RED
SOCK S,

THE REGIME HAD UNDERSTOOD
THAT OHE PERSOM LEAVING HER
HOUSE WHILE ASKING HERSELF:

ARE maY 15 MY
TROUSERS WVEIL I8
LONG PLACE?

ENOUGH?

MO LOHGER ASKS HERSELF

WHAT'S
GUING OM

IM THE
PCLITICAL
PRIGOMNST

IT'S OMLY MATURAL' wHEA
WE'RE AFRAID, WE LOSE ALL
SENSE OF AMALYSIS AND
REFLECTIOM, DUR FEAR
PARALYZES US, BESIDES,
FEAR HAS ALWAYS BEEM THE
DRIVING FORCE BEHIND ALL
CILTATORS' REPRESSION,

e [ —
SHOWIMG YOUR HAIE DR
PUT TING UM MAKEUP
LOGICALLY BECAME ACTS OF

REBELLIOM.
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rvou TAKE THE PILL? }

UNFORTUNATELY, MANY OF US [T{im DORNA, THANKS' )

WERE REBELS ONLY IN
‘ch‘ﬂe WELLOME. I

APPEARANCE. ONE DAY, IN
CLASS .

MERTANE' VOIUR PEMNCIL CASE! |

ME TOQ, "M IRREGULAR,
ARE YOU IRREGULAR, TOO7

MO, HOT AT ALL. | TAKE
IT BECAUSE | SLEEP
WITH MY BOYFRIEND!

CAM YOU EXPLAIM TO ME WHAT'S INDECENT
ABOUT MAKIMG LOVE WITH YOUR BOYWFRIEND?
]

SHUT UP YOURSELF! MY BODY 1S MY DwN!
1 GIVE IT TE WHOMEVER | waNT! IT'S
MNOBODY ELSE'S BUSINESS!

| DIDN'T SaY EVERYTHIMG | COULD HAVE: THAT SHE WAS FRUSTRATED BECAUSE SHE WAS STILL A
VIRGIM AT TWENTY-SEVEN! THAT SHE WAS FORBIDDING ME WHAT WAS FORBIDDEHN TO HER' THAT TO
MARRY SOMEQNE THAT YOU DON'T KMOW, FOR HIS MOMEY, 1S PROSTITUTION. THAT DESPITE HER LOCKS
OF HAIR, AMD HER LIPSTICK, SHE WAS ACTING LIKE THE STATE, THAT. . ETC.. . THAT DAY, HALF THE
CLASS TURMED ITS BACK OM ME.

A49






HAPPILY, THERE WAS STILL THE GTHER HALF, WE WOULD G0 TC CMNE AMOTHER'S HOUSES,
LITTLE B8Y LITTLE, | GOT TO KMOW THE WHERE wWE POSED FOR EACH OTHER . “WE Hal
STUDENT S wWHD THOUGHT LIKE AAE. AT LAST FOUND A PLACE OF FREEDOM

WE WERE MUCH MORE NUMERCUS
THaM | WIULD HaVE BELIEVED.

QUR PROFESSOR wWas S0 Mafdw T THE MORE TIME PASSED, THE MORE | BECAME CONSCIOUS OF THE CONTRAST
SEE THE SKETOHES WE DI AT W{ME, BE TWEEMN THE OFFICIAL REPRESEMNTATION OF MY COUNTEY AMD THE

REAL LIFE OF THE PECPLE THE CME THAT WENT {M BEHIND THE walls,

BRAVE! AN ARTIST SHOULD DEFY
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TO FIND A SEMBLAMCE OF EQUILIBRIUM, WE PARTIED ALMOST EVERY MIGHT . .

Lo BUT EVEMN IN QUR HOMES,
THEY DIDM'T LEAVE US ALOME,

I SAW 4 PATROL OF
GUARDIANS OF THE
REMOLUTION OUT THE
WiNBOW! | THIMK THEYRE
COMING TO ARREST US!

E:omz ALONG YOU LITTLE BASTARD' YOU'RE ORGANIZING }

PARTIES! I'LL CURE YOU OF VOUR TASTE FOR PLEASURE!

VERY SCARED THE FIRST TIME,

THEY CARTED EVERYONE OFF TO PRISON. 0BVIOUSLY, WE WERE

Lo BUT WE QUICKLY GOT USED
TOIT, WE WOULD EVER ARRIVE

LAUGHING.

THEM CAME THE USUAL SPIEL ...

&y 3

o,

04 BEARDED
OME, YOUR
BEARD
5T INKS! A

et

LAGAINGT THE MORAL CODE ..
THE BLOOD OF MARTYRS ..

TWEMTY THIUSAND TLMANS ..,

DUR PARENTS PAID aND WE
WERE RELEASED.

L UNTIL THE NEXT TIME, TO
BE ABLE TO PARTY, WiU
HAD TO HAVE MEAMNS.
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pap, FARZAD 15.. || 1 know. THE MEXT DAY, WE GATHERED AT MY HOUSE.
1 Was
SCARED ...

MAYBE YOU

SHOULD ..

&

/- "!.r o)
&y

\

fm“ . \

BUT HE DIDM'T FINISH HIS
SENTEMCE, DESPITE THE
DAMGER, MY FATHER ALWAYS
LET ME LIVE THE WAY | FELT

Was RIGHT. )

POOR FARZAD HE WAS S0 | COULE KILL THOSE A ROT COMING TO ANY
HANDSOME. | CAN'T BELIEVE BEARDED MEM WITH MY MORE PARTIES, IT'S TOG
HE'S DEAD! DWN HANDS, FRIGHT ENIMG!

al

YOU'RE WRONG.
THAT'S EXACTLY
WHAT THEY WaMNT! TO
STOP US FROM LIVING!
MNOTHING BOTHERS
THEM MORE THAHM TO
SEE US Harpy!

| NEVER DRAMK SO MULCH IM MY LIFE.
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<O THE WEDDING

YEAR OF GRAPHIC ARTS.

\

f:\.l A4, | WAS IN MY SECOHD

EVERYTHING WAS GOING WELL: MY STUDIES INTERESTED ME, | LOVED
MY BOYFRIEND, | WAS SURROUNDPED BY FRIENDS.

MY FRIENDS AMD | HAD EVILVED. | HAD TEMPERED MY WESTEEN VISION
OF LIFE ANDG THEY, FOR THEIR ?AR,TJ HAD MOIVED AwWAY FROM
TRADITION. &% & EE":UL'-', MANY UMMARRIED COUPLES WAk FORMED,

IT MUST BE SAIP THAT IT wWas
DIFFICULT TO BE TOGETHER
CUTSIDE OF MARRIAGE, IF WE
WEMT OM a TEIP;

SIR, WE WOULD LIKE A EOODM
FOR Twi HIGHTS

WOUR MABRRIAGE
CERTIFICATE, PLEASE

el ol

JF WE WANTED TO RENT Al
APART MENT:

MY AR 1S TH SIGN A MAXIMUA
MUMBER OF CONTRACTS. wIUR
FAMILY SITUATION DOESH'T
MATTER TO ME, BUT THE OWNER
REFUSES, TE BE FAIR, HE™S RIGHT.
HE'LL HAVE PROBLEMS WITH THE
JAUTHORITIES .. AMD THEN FROM
& MORAL STANDPOINT WHAT
YOUTRE DOIMG 15 NOT RIGHT, wOU

—

Lih‘DULD GET MARRIED,

e ——————————————
1M A REAL ESTATE AGENT

DEEP DOWH, MEITHER REFA MOR
| WAS READY TO GET EMGAGED,
IN TWO YEARS, WE HAD DMLY
GEEM EACH OTHER AT HIS HOUSE
OR AT MY HOUSE (1 MEAN, AT
QUR PARENTS" HOUSES )

| LOVE YOU, DO ¥OU WANT T0
GET MARRIED?

"M OHLY TWEMTY-0HE! | HAVERN'T
SEEN ANYTHING YET! BUT | LOVE
HIM! HOW CAN | KNOW IF HE'S
THE MAHN OF MY LIFE WITHOUT
HAVING LIVED WITH HIM? .

S —

GIVE ME A LITTLE TIME,

TAKE AS MUCH
TIME 45 YOU HEED.

| MEEDED T0 TaALK IT OVER WITH
MY PARENTS BUT MY MOTHER
WAS OM 4 TRIF ABROAD,

HAPPILY, MY FATHER Was HOME.

DAD' REZa ASKED ME T MARRY
Hisi, | RON'T KAOW WHAT TC DO

YOURE THE OMNLY ONE WHO Lan
KANOW,. AT THE SaME TIME, IF
WOU WAMT T KROW HIM YU
MUST LIVE WITH Hiv AND FOR
THAT, wOU MUST MARRY.

WORST CASE, WE
BIVOR.CE.
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4 FEW DAYS LATER, MY DECISION WAS MADE: | AFTER DINMER. ]

WAS GOING TO GET MARRIED, | ANNOUNCED IT TO
MY FATHER. HE INVITED US, ME AND REZA, TO A [

A5 YOUR FUTURE FATHER-IN-LAW, I'M TAKING
THE LIBERTY OF ASKIMG YOU THREE THINGS.

RESTAURANT TO TALK aBIUT IT.

LUl

FIRST: ¥OU ARE SURELY AWARE THAT IM THIS
COUNTEY A WOMAN'S “RIGHT T0 DIVORCE" 15
NOT GUARANTEED. SHE OMLY HAS IT IF HER
HUSBAND ALLOWS THIS OPTION DURING THE
SlGMING OF THE MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE. MY
PAVGHTER MUST ENJIOY THIS RIGHT,

SECOND: MY WIFE AND | HAVE RAISED DUR
DAVGHTER WITH COMPLETE FREEDOM, IF SHE
SPENDS HER WHOLE LIFE IN IRAN, SHE'LL WITHER,
I'M THEREFORE ASKIMG THE BOTH OF YoU TO
LEAVE TO CONTIMUE YOUR STUDIES IN EUROPE
AFTER WOUR DIPLOMA. YOU WILL HAVE MY
FINANCIAL SUPPORT,

THIRD: LIVE TOGETHER AS LONG A5 YOU FEEL
TRULY HAPPY, LIFE 15 TOO SHORT TO BE

LIVED BabLY.

LONG AFTERWARD MY FATHER ADMITTEDR TO

ME THAT HE HAD ALWAYS KNOWN THAT | wiuLD
GET DIVORCED. HE WANTED ME TO REALIZE BY
MYSELF THAT REZaA aMD | WERE NOT MADPE FOR

EALH OTHER. HE WAS RIGHT.
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NEXT, | CALLED MY MOTHER AT MY AUNT'S
HOUSE I8 YANMCOUVER.

HELLO, MOM! HOW ARE vnu?J B

MUCH EETTEK
Plﬂw‘ THAT I'VE
HEARD YOUR
WOICE!

-
I

il e AN
| g\\\

its NEWS TO TELL YOU ...
M GETTING MARRIED

A

YOU'RE GETTING
MARRIED?

BUT TO

WHO DO You
THINK? TO
REZA, OF
COURSE!

BUT YOU SRE
STILL TOO YOUNG!
LISTEN! YOU WAIT
UNTIL | GET BACK,
I'LL BE THERE I
THREE WEEKS,
WE'LL TaLK ABOUT
IT AGAIN THEM,

— U\

507

| MEVER WHMEW WHAT THEY SAID TO EACH OTHER,
MEVERTHELESS WHEN MY MOTHER GOT BACK TO
TEHR AM

WELL, SHE DOESH'T APPROVE,

| HALF EXPECTED THAT . . IT"S HOT
SERIOUS, I"LL TALK TO HER. DON'T
WORRY,
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THIS cﬁ:gmonv MUST BE WORTHY OF wOU.

el

[w M DARLING, ILL MAKE ALL fHe Mmuﬁs’dm‘rs







AND STARTING THE MEXT DaY. HEXT, SHE TOOK ME TO A PLACE
— KMOWHM FOR ITS "WEDDIMNG

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THIG? J| [Hawoos, To TRy some cuT

UHH .. IT'S A PRETTY
PRESS, BUT | CAN'T WEAR
SOMETHING LIKE THAT.

I WaAS THE SUBJECT OF DOZENS
OF EXPERIMENTS, OF ALL KIMDS:
MAKEUP, FLOWER BOUQUETS,
SHOES, . .

| KMOW THAT YOU WANT TO
PO YOUR BEST FOR ME, BUT |
DETEST WEDDING DRESSES,
FASHIONABLE HAIRSTYLES aND
ALl THE REST. COULDN'T WE

HAVE TUST A SMaLL
LITTLE PARTY .. @’
.? —2

LISTEN, WE HAVE
ONLY OME CHILD: YOU!

IT'S POSSIBLE THAT THIS WiLL
BE YOUR OME AMD DMLY WERRIMNG,
YOU PRESS AND WEAR YOUR
HAIZ THE WAaY YOU WANT,
BUT LET US AT LEAST
CELEBRATE THIS EVENT IN OUR

OWH WAY,

BANDS, A VIDED CREW, FLOWERS ...

| GAVE 1IN, AMD MY PARENTS TOOK ADVANTAGE BY MVITING FOUR HUMDRED PECPLE, HAVING TWO

THE BRIDE IS HERE'

“ MY DARLING!
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I‘Fllil";Tj WE WENT BEFORE THE MULLAH, '

MR, REZA ... DO YOU TAKE MISS MARTAMNE ...
MISS MARTJANE ... DO WOU TAKE MR. REZA ...

THEN IT WAS FOLKLORE'S TURA.
TRADITION REQUIRED THAT A
HAPPILY MARRIED WOMAN RUB
TWwWo sUGAR LOAVES ABOVE OUR
HEADS TO Pass ON HER JOv
AND PROSPERITY.

TRADITION ALSD REQUIRED
THAT WE PLUNGE CUR FINGERS
IN HOMEY ...

AND THAT wE SULE OME
AMOTHER'S FINGERS TO BEGIN
OUR MARRIED LIFE ON & SWEET
HOTE.

THEM CAME THE GIFTS.

(Here, iT's For vou' ) ;

50, WHEN AN WE
EXPECT KIDS?
>
T‘.b
: oy
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PMOM, ARE YOU IN THERE?

v

Mot

HAVE YOU BEEMN
CRYIMNG?

I HAD OMLY TO PUT MY HAMD
OM HER SHOULDER FOR HER TO
START aGalN,

| HAVE ALWAYS WANTED raﬁj‘
WOU TOBECOME INDEPENDENT,
EDUCATED, CULTURED .. AN
HERE wOU ARE GETTING
MARRIED AT TWENTY-OME.
| WANT WU TOLEAVE IRAN,
FOR. YOU TQ BE FREE AMD
EMANCIPATED ...

MY SWEET
LITTLE MOM!
TRUST ME.

| KMOW WHAT
I'M DOING.

THE REST OF THE EVENING ALTERMNATED BETWEEN
LAVGHTER aND TEARS BUT ESPECIALLY LOTS OF
WEARIMESS, FIHALLY, AT TWO IM THE MORNIMG ...

GOODBYE! ‘a& Happy! I !G.OGD LUCK! |
-

WE WENT HOME ...

vl WAS ALREADY SORRY! | HAD SUDDENLY BECOME “& MARRIED
WOMAN." | HAD CONFORMED TO SOCIETY, WHILE | HAD ALWAYS
WANTED TO REMAIN 1M THE MARGIMS, 1IN MY MIND, "4 MARRIED

WOMANT WASH'T
| E0ULDN'T ACCER

LIKE ME, IT REQUIRED TOO MANY COMPROMISES.
T T, BUT IT WAS TO0 LATE,

€S






DESPITE EVERWTHING | TRIED,
pay EMISTEMTIALIST AMD
IDENTITY CRISIS WAS ONLY ONE
PART OF THE PROBLEM, THE
OTHER PART WAS REZA.

14 g-ﬂé"f 1'_"50 HEVEELUEEE AT ['nuu'.' YEU WANT T¢ COME TO
MY PARERY HOUSE, * THOAY PARTY?
on Camnias KIANA’'S BIRTHDAY PARTY?

"Ll BE BACK LATE.

I’D LIKE TO HARG THE
PAIMTING THERE!

(Mo, 1 poN‘T FEEL LikE IT. I_J
wi

WATEVER YOU WanT. )

THAT | HAD ALWAYS KMNOWM
THAT IT WOULDMN'T WORK
BETWEEM US, BUT AFTER
MY PITIFUL LOVE STORY IM
VIEMMA, | HEEDED TO BELIEVE
1M SOMEGHE AGAIN ...

s 90 MUCH S0 THAT | BLAH BLAM BLAH BLAH BLAH
COMNTINUALLY LIED TO HIM.

‘Eu.m-l BLAH BLAH BLAH BLAH o
| LOVE
GlRLS 1M SWUITS.
TH#'I”s TULET
My S.TYLE.'
1 DoN T LucE.

ey \
zupz, GIRLS, EVERYTHIMNG
YoU Say!
CH! 1
H.n‘rE. THEM!

| AGEEE WITH
i L.mE. LIGHT

EVES.

2 AMD
BOUGHT MYSELF

BLUE CONTALTS.

AMD FOUMND HIMSELF WITH:

A6k






AFTER ONE MOMTH OF MARRIAGE, WE SET UP SEPARATE BEDROOMS.

BUT 4S5 S00M AS WE WERE
ALOME.

YOU MEVER WAaNT T0 G0 QUT!
IF | HAVE TO GO EVERYWHERE
ALONE, WHAT'S THE POINT OF
LIVING TOGETHER?

KEEPING UP
APPEARANCES
N PUBLIC,

WE HAD BEEN (OMSIDERED THE MIDEL
COUPLE FOR S0 LOWG AND BY S0 MANY
PEOPLE THAT WE WEREN'T 4BLE TO
ACCEPT OUR FAILURE

I8 THE SPALE OF T WL MONTHS,
WE WENT FROM WEEKLY
FIGHTS TO DALy MSULTS.

| LET wiu 00 WHATEVER
WOU wanT! "M 0T OME OF
THOSE MACHD MEN WHD
EXPELTS WU TO REPORT
Back!' 50 LEAVE ME aLOxE
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\) THE SATELLITE

IN 4894, THE YEAR OF MY MARRIAGE, IRAQ AT TACKED KUWAIT I

SERVES THEM RIGHMT! THEY
SUPPORTED THAT BASTARD
LaDDAM HUSSEIN FOR EIGHT
YEARS AGAINST US! THEY
SHOULD REAP wWHAT THEY
SOWER

SADDAM IS5 OVERARMED AND
THE KUwalTis CONTINUE TO
SURPASS THEIR OIL PRODUC-
TION QUOTA' LET THEM

EXTERMIMATE EALH OTHER!

MOW THAT IRAN HAS
DECLARED ITSELF NEUTRAL IN
THIS AFFAIR, THE KUWAITIS
ARE APOLOGIZING FOR HAVING
SUPPOR TED QUR ENEMY!
S00M THEW'LL EVEN COME
EXILE THEMSELVES HERE!

# T
THAT'S WHAT THEY DIb.

THE KUWAITI IMMIGRANTS WERE EASY TO IDENTIFY
THEY Hab VERY MUIDERN CARS, N COMTRAST TO
IRANIANS, ECONOMICALLY DESTROVED AFTER THE LONG
VEARS OF WaR. MY OHLY COMTALT WITH THEM wWAS
OHE SUMMER DAY IN THE STREET,

WHEN | RECOUNTED THIS MISADVENTURE TO
AN UMCLE WHD KNEW KUWAIT WELL, HE
TOLD ME: “THERE, 4% M ALL THE ARAB
COUNTRIES, WOMEN ARE S0 LACKING 1M
RIGHTS THAT FOR A KUwaITI, & GIEL WHD
WALKS QUTSIDE WHILE DRIMKIMG A (OKE
CAN'T BE ANYTHING BUT a PROSTITUTE™
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ASIDE FROM THESE LITTLE DISAPPOINTMENTS, WE DIDN'T FEEL AT
ALL COMCERNED ABDUT THE EVENTS, EVEN IF THEY WERE TAKING
PLACE IM THE PERSIAN GULF, WHICH 1S TO SAY, IN DUR BACKYARD!

MARTI, COME SEE!

THIS WAR HAS
UNLEASHED A FANMIC IM
EURQPEAN COUNTRIES ...

PEQPLE ARE FILLIMG THEIR
SHOPPINGLAR TS, IT'S LIKE
A MADHOUSE IN WESTERM
EUP&KMAFLKETS.

!:-:lEEE- ARE SOME ACCOUNTS: 5

1 LIVED THROUGH THE SECOND
WORLD WAR! IT WAS HORRIBLE!

WE HAVE TO STOCK LR OM

I WE HAVE Twl BABIES!
POWDERED MILK aND

THERE ARE GOING TO BE

ATTACKS! THEYLL COUMNTER -
ATTALK! THEY'LL COME AFTER
Vs OM QUR OWHN TERREITORY!
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IT'S CRATY, THE WAR 15 HAPPENING
000 MILES AwWAY AND THEY'RE
SCARED TO THINK THAT THEY
HAVE S0 LITTLE TO \WOREY
ABDUT THAT THEY ARE GETTING
WORKED UP ABOUT MOTHING'

WHAT ARE YOU LAUGHING
ABOUT?

WE SAW SOME EUROPEANS
TERRIFIED 8 THE GULF Wakr Ox
TW AMD DAD ARD | WERE SAYING
THAT THEY MUST HOT HAVE
EMOUGH OF THEIR OwWN PROBLEMS,

r—-—-—'\

SINCE WHEN HAVE woL
TRUSTED QUR MEDRIA?

THEIR CBTECTIVE COMSISTS
OF MAKING aNTI-WESTERM
PROPAGANDA,

(/3

[

r———"—h.

[

POM'T LET IT GET TO wil, MOM!
THE WESTERN MEDIA ALSO
FIGHTS AGaIMST US. THAT'S
WHERE QUR REPUTATIOM 4%
FUNDAMENTALISTS AND
TERRORISTS COMES FROM!

THE OTHER'S BISPaiN,
IT'S HARD TO KHOW
WHICH SIDE TO CHOOSE.

YOU'RE RIGHT, BETWEEN
OHE'S FANATICISM AND

-~
PERSONALLY, | HATE
SADDAM AND | HAVE
MO SYMPATHY FOR
THE KUWAITIS, BUT 1
HATE TUST AS MUCH
THE CYMICISM OF THE
ALLIES WHO CALL
THEMSELVES “LIBERA-
TORS” \WHILE THEY'RE
THERE FOR THE OIL.

r EXACTLY. JUST LO0K AT

LAFGHAMIST AN! THEY FOUGHT
THERE FOR TEM YEARS,
THERE WERE 900,000 PEAD
AND TODAY THE COUNTRY 15
STILL IM CHAGS,

J @
=

[_ NG OME LIFTED A FINGER!
BECAUSE &FGHAMISTAN
15 PooR!
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THE WORST IS THAT THE

INTERVENTION IN KUWAIT IS
DONE IN THE MAME OF HUMAN
RIGHTS!!

WHICH RIGHTS?







AT THE TIME, THIS KIND OF ANALYSIS WASN'T COMMONPLALE, AFTER QUR OWN WAR, WE WERE HAPPY
THAT IRap GOT ITSELF AT TACKED AP DELIGHTED THAT IT WASK'T HAPPENING IM QUR COUNTRY.

| HAVE A HEART

SAPDAM STOLE My THERE'S MO NOW OUR sy HusBang 5 A L BD MY e DOWN WITH
LEG FROM ME. [ HOPE  MORE WAR IN  £Z0NOMY WoR MARTYR.  MILITARY SER- COMBITIGN. SADDAM!
THEY EILL an wiLL | HCPE VICE I MAPPILY, WE'RE ‘

Bos" T FinaLLY
CanE icE U
aBLUT cx u
THE
REST.

i

SADDAN PEACE- THR DPGH
- TIME, WiITH
f'.;if» 5 7 Bomes!l

WE MO LOMGER MEEDED TO LIME UP WITH QUR
FOOD RATION COUPDNS ...

WE WERE FINALLY ABLE TO SLEEP PEACEFULLY
WITHOUT FEAR OF MISSILES. .

DETERGEMT

AND THEN, THERE
WASH'T ANY MORE
0PPOSITION, THE
PROTESTERS HAD
BEEN EXECUTED.

o<
[

X .o "
- TL 3 L .
L el
W]
< MR LY

' - -

x’ oy n G
- < ]

g & LB

L

QR HAD FLED THE
COUNTRY ANY Wav
POSSIBLE

HAPPINESS, HAD FORGOTTEN THEIR FOLITICAL COMSCIENCE.
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P WASN'T AHY DIFFEREMNT FROM THEM, ASIDE FROM
THE TIME | SPENT WITH MY PARENTS, | LIVED FROM
DAY TO DAY WITHOUT ASKING MYSELF ANy
QUESTIOMS. HEVERTHELESS, IM JANUARY 19492, A
Bla EVEMT MCOURRED:

THAT WAS FARIBOEZ 0N THE TELEFPHONE, HE TUST
INSTALLED & SATELLITE ANTENNA AT HIS HOUSE!

COME ON,
HURRY UP

THE SATELLITE ANTEMMA WAS SYHMONYMOUS WITH
THE OPENING UP OF THE REST OF THE wWORLD.

Yoaly g N e Y
VG ZaV -'z,l'-.,r"uu W

|- pv \-JJILIL’

\ =

WE COULD FINALLY EXPERIENCE & VIEW BIFFERENT
FEOM THE OHNE DICTATED BY CUR GOVEEMMENT,

LOOK AT THIS OME! HE"S 50 IMPATIENT THAT

HE DIDN'T EVEN 54% HELLD!

WE SPENT THE ENTIRE DAY AT FARIBIRZS
MWATCHING MTY AMD EURCSPORT,

()

SO0H Tuis DEVICE
DECORATED THE

THE BUILDINGS

GF TEHRAH "

THE REGIME BECAME AWARE THAT
THIS NEW PHENOMENON WaAS
SWORKING AGAINST THEIR
INDOCTRINATION, IT THEREFORE
PECREED A BAN BUT IT wWAS TOD
LATE, PEOPLE WHD HAD TASTED

ROOFS OF all

IN THE HORTH

Z

&

IMAGES 0THER THAN THOSE OF
BEARDED MEN RESISTED BY HIDIMG
THEIR ANTEMMAS DURING THE Pay,

S

3 C

y!t
2

” T 1 | |- -

BY THE END OF THE EVENING, DUR MINDS j= -

WERE MUCH BEOADER! -
TTHE CHIC MEIGHBOR HOIDS
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MY PARENTS PROCURED OMNE FOR THEM- THE PROGR.AM DIDM'T MATTER. FROM THE MOMENT THERE
SELVES, TOO. FROM THEM OM | SPEMT WERE BEAUTIFUL PEQPLE, | WAS HAPPY, ONE NIGHT ...

WHOLE DaY4s amMD MIGHTS 4T THEIR
HOUSE WATCHING TW.

HI' ARE WOU STILL HERE?
WHERE'S YOUR MOTHER?

THAT BASTARD! HE ESCAPED UMSLATHED n\dFD

WITH HER FRIENMDS.

£

THIS MMORMIMNG WHEN | LEFT
FOR WORK, WOU WERE (M THE
SOFA, | COME HOME TWELVE
HOURS LATER, AND YOU ARE

WAIT, WAIT,
STIL IN THE SAME PLACE

THEY'RE
GliNG TO
ARREST Hia

MOW | AM A MARRIED IF THAT'S HOwW IT

wWlSMAN, "M TWENMTY-TWE 15, 1’8 GETTING
P AN ADULT' OUT OF HERE! {}
ANNONE CAN GOODBVE s
BE TWENTV- THEM
TwWD AND BE r
MARRIED, 1T
DOESH'T
R_EOUER_.E and (s
EXCEPTIONAL a
INTELLECTLAL ]

EFFORT! ‘
YOU WOULD

BE BETTER \

OFF THncinG g \

WHAT S GUING ONP 15 1T YOUR
MARRIAGE THAT'S MAKING YOU
DEPEESSED? | DON'T RECOGNIZE
VO ANYMORE! YOU WERE AlLwavs
CORIQUS, WOU READ, iU WERE
INTERESTED IM EVERYTHIMNG'
WO WERE AL AYS sHEAD OF
YOUR, YEARS .. NOW .. "
~

ME]






MY FATHER WAS RIGHT, ANYONE
COULD GET MARRIED. IMFALT,
EVERYINE Was GET TiMNG MARRIED.
THERE WERE THOSE WHD WERE
MARRYING IRAMIANS I AMERICA
IN THE HOPES OF ONE DaY BECUMING
ACTRESSES IN HOLLYWORD,

THOSE WHD WERE JOINING
THEMSELVES TO RICH OLD MEN,

LUCKIER. ONES WITH RICH YOUMG
MEN,

THERE WERE ALSD SOME
REAL LOVE STORIES,

e AND THEN THERE wWas
REZA AND ME,

THEIR, TURA:

A% FOR THE SINGLE ONES, THEY WERE WAITIMNG

LIFE THAT OF NIVIDSHA
AMD AL

I

RIGHT HOW, | HAVE THREE CANDIDATES: OME 15 A

BOCTOR BUT HE LIVES IM IRAMN, THE OTHER LIVES IN
LOS ANGELES BUT HE'S SUPER UGLY ANMD THE THIRD
15 VERY HANDSOME BUT POCR.

IF | WERE
¥ou, I'P TAKE
ALL THREE!

MY FATHER wWas s0 RiGuT
THAT THE NEXT DAY,
| APOLOGIZED TO HiM.

I PIOM'T MEAN TO HURT You.
| JUST WAMTED TO SHAKE vOU
A LITTLE.

DAD, DO YOU STILL WANT TO
TALK TG ME?

| KNOW, bab. | REACTED
VICLEMTLY BECAUSE iU
HIT & HERWE.
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THEN HE RUSHEDR INTOQ THE
LIBRARY ANMD CAME BACK WITH
THREE BOOXS.

Il Here, rEab Tuese Tuere's
*THE SECRETS OF THE C1a,"
SFREEMASOMEY 14 IRANY aND
FTHE MEMUIRS OF
MAOSSADEGH.

TO CATCH UP, | READ ALL OF
THEM IN TEN DAYS, DESPITE MY
ASSUMPTIONS, | FOUMD THEM
REALLY INTEREST MG,

MR AMIAN PRIME MINISTER, HE
HATIONALIFED THE QiL INDUSTRY
N A9EA,






MY NEW SPHERES OF INTEREST BROUGHT ME INTO
COMTACT WITH NEW PEQPLE, OFTEN MUCH OLDER THaM
ME, AMONG THEM, & CERTAMN DR, M, AT WHOSE

HOUSE ALL THE INTELLECTUALS GATHERED ON THE
FIRST MOMDAY OF EVERY MONTH.

IN & COUNTRY LIKE OURS, WITH 45 ManNy RESOURCES
A WE HAVE, IT'S HOT RIGHT THAT 0% OF THE
POPULATION SHOULD LIVE BELOW THE POVERTY LINE!

IF PAOSSADEGH HAD BEEM ABLE TO SEE QUT HIS
PROTECT OF REFORM, IRAN WOULDN'T BE FINDING
ITSELF 1M THIS SITUATION TODAY.

ITS THE ENGLISH AMD THE AMERI-
CANS' FAULT. THEY'RE THE OMES
WHO DEPOSED HIM BY ORGANIZING
THE COUP DETAT

N 4953

MAYBE, BUT WHAT DID WE DO TO STOP THEM?
QUTSIDERS WOULD HEVER HAVE
BEEN ABLE TO ACHIEVE THEIR
ENDS WITHOUT CERTAIM
RANIAN TRAITORS! IF WE
WANT TO RECOMSTRULT
THIS COUNTRY, WE HAVE
TO BEGIN BY
ADMITTING

OUR. OWH
MIS- (

PUSHED BY MY PARENTS, EMCOUR-
AGED BY DR, M AND HIS FRIEMDS,

ONCE AGAIM, | ARRIVED AT MY USUAL CONCLUSION:
ONE MUST ERUCATE OMESELF.

AMD ALSO A LITTLE THAMKS TO
MYSELF, | CHANGED MY LIFE,
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THE END

1M JUNE 4993 AT THE €80 OF QUR FOURTH YEAR OF
STUDY, REZA AMD | WERE CALLED IM &Y THE
PROFESSOR wWHE waSs HEAD OF THE visuAaL
COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT.

e
YO ARE MY TWE BEST STUDEMTS. | THEREFCRE
HAVE A FINAL PROJELCT TO PRCPOSE TO wiU

IT INVOLVES CREATING & THEME PARK BASED ON
QUR, MYTHOLOGICAL HERQES,

THE SUBJECT WAS 50 EXTRACRDIMARY THAT WE
FORGOT CUR COMFLILTS AND AGREED TO WORK
TOGETHER

WE SPENT THE WHOLE SUMMER
N LIBRARIES, ..

WHTH SCHOLAR S RESEARCHERS

AMD DOCTORS 1M THE HUMan
SCIENCES

1M GREEK MY THE-
LOGY, HERCES ARE
PREGESTIMED,
WHILE CUR

MY THILOGY 15
LACK MG 1M

THE NETICN OF
DESTINY!

AFL







WE WANTED TO CREATE THE EQUIVALENT OF DISMEVLAND (M TEHRAM, WE HAD THOUGHT OF ALL THE
DETAILS: DiMiNG, LODGING, ATTRACTIONS ...

e IT WaS BxCITING,
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,:E WORKED HIGHT AMD DAY FOR SEVEN MONTHS,

FIMALLY CAME THE DAY OF GRADUATION,

nmqmﬁ

BEFDRE THE JURY ARRIVED, QUR FRIENDS AND FAMILIES WERE GIVEN & CHANCE TD APPRECIATE QUR WORK UP CLOSE,

(m. P, THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE. I’ TRULY HOMORED. }

SIMCE | WAS A LOT MORE TALKATIVE THAN REFS, WE HAD DECIDED
THAT | WOULD DEFEMD DUR DISSERTATION,

QUR MY THOLOGY 15 OME OF THE MOST COMPLEX
MYTHOLOGIES OM EARTH, BUT WE HAVE MEVER KMOWH
HOW TO MINE 1T, FOR FEAR OF MAKING IT YULGAR, MANY
THINGS, LIKE THE HOLY GRAIL, THE KHIGHTS OF THE ROUND
TABLE, ETC., ETC., COME FROM IRaN. IN CUR COUNTRY,

WE HAWVE THEME PI!F.FCSJ BUT THE MOTIFS ARE AMERICAN,
WHICH 15 THE REASDN BEHIND QUR IMITIATIVE.

RETY

WE GOT & TWENTY QUT OF TWEN-
TY, AFTER THE DELIBERATION ...

BRAVE, MY CHILDREM! IT was
PERFECT! THANKS T YOUNG
PEOPLE LIKE ¥OU, | STILL HAVE
MOPE FOR THE FUTURE OF
IRAM. YOU SHOULD PROPESE
YOUR PROTECT TO THE MAYOR
GF TEHRAM, | PERSOHALLY
KMOW THE MAYOR'S PEPUTY.
WOU CAN USE MY MAME,

\







QME WEEK LATER,

THE MEXT DAY,

THE DAY AFTER.

| HAVE AN APPOINT MENT
WITH THE MAYIR"S DEPUTY.

| HAVE 4l APPOINT MEMT WITH
THE MAYOR'S DEPUTY,

I HAVE Ak APPOINT MENT WITH
THE MAYOR'S DEPUTY.

WOU CANMOT EMTER
WITH JUST & SCARF,
YOU MUST BE
WEARING & HOODED
HEAD-SLARF,

wOU CANNOT
ENTER. YOU'RE
WEARING MAKEUP,

IT'G 0K THE
THIRD FLODR,,
QFFICE 3414,

L THIS 1S GORD AFARID, AM aMATING

WARRIOR, WITH THE TIP OF HER SWORD,
SHE POIMTS THE way TO THE HIFPIDROME.

HALF OF woUR CHARACTERS

ARE WOMEN WITHIUT VEILS,
SEATED OM THE BALKS OF ALL
SORTS OF REAL DR MYWTHIC

ANIMALS, WE CAN SEE THEIR

SHAPES ARD THEIR HAR!

=
A GORD AFARID 1M A CHADOR 15 ND LOMGER A
GURD AFARID, YOU KNOW THAT AS WELL AS | DO

"M GOmG TG BE

FRANK WITH YoU-:
THE GOVERMMENT
COULDH'T CARE LESS
ABDUT MY THOLOMGRY.
WHAT THEY WANT
ARE RELIGIOUS
SYMBOLS, YOUR PRO-
JEET 1S CERT AINLY
INTERES TING,
BUT IT'S
UNACHIEVABLE!

con | UNDERSTAMD . ..
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[Dﬂ Y¥OU $TILL LOVE I-GI.M?J

| BOM'T SEE THE COMMECTION
BETWEEN WOUR THEME PARK
AND VOUR RELATIONSHIP!

AFTER CITY HALL, | HAD &
RENDEZVOUS WITH A CHILDHOOD
FRIEND, FARNAZ,

THE ONLY THING THAT COULD HAVE

SAVED MY RELATIONGHID was THIS %;"‘;’55”"'}";' -s:?::z-EERTﬁ::RED THEM LISTEN TO ME, AYEAR

PROIECT. NOW THAT |1”spa LOST L'IF'I-I'A:F Gk P iior brleeme i AGO, MY SISTER LEFT HER
TH " TE.

CAUSE, | MK WE'LL SEFARATE SOMETHING TOGE THER. IT HUSBAMND ...

BROUGHT USs CLOSER.

[ ... From THE minuTE THE ERUIT AHP

SHE HAD THE TITLE OF VEGETABLE SELLER,
DIVORCED WOMAN, THE
BUTCHER,

THE ITIMERANT EVEM BEGGARS IMN THE

ClaaRETTE SELLER, STREET, ALL MADE IT
CLEAR THEY'D LIKE TO

SLEEP WITH HER,

FROM MEN'S POINT OF VIEW, FOR OME THING, THEIR
DICKS ARE IRRESISTIBLE, AND FOR AMOTHER THING,
SIMCE YOU ARE DIVORCED, YOU'RE ND LONGER A
VIRGIN AND WOU HAVE MO REASON TO REFUSE

THEM. THEY HAVE COMPLETE COMFIDENCE!

LISTEN, THERE'S MOTHING SURPRISING ABOUT IT!
EVER SINCE THEIR BIRTH, THEIR MOTHERS HAVE
CALLED THEM “DOUDOUL TALA - o

50, A% LONG &5
YWOUR LIFE 15T
HELL, STaY
WITH YIUR
HUSBAND! | KNDW
WOUR FaMILY 15
OPEN-MINDED,
BUT EVERYOME
ELSE Wil JUDGE
W

*GALDEN PEMIS
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THIS CONVERSATION WITH FARMATZ SHOOK ME,
BUT | BIBN'T AGREE WITH HER SUSGESTIONS.

I REALIZED SUDREMNLY THAT 1 N0 LONGER REALLY
LOVED REZA. | HAD TO GET CIVORCEDR! | RUSHED
HOME TO TELL HIM,

HEY DOM'T WANT
QUR PROJECT.

PON'T LET IT GET TO wOU' AFTER ALL, IT'S
OHLY OME PROJECT. WE'LL HAVE OTHERS!

I RMHOW ... | HAVE TO GO SEE GRANDMA,

I GOGP IDEA! SHE'LL KANDW HOW TO COMFORET vOU., J

TWENTY MIMNUTES LATER.

WHAT 15 1T,

DON'T “0U WANT TO TAKE
OFF THAT PAIN-IN-THE-ASS
OF A HOOD?? IT MAKES ME
CLAUSTROPHOBIC

| THiME | N0 LONGER LOVE RETA,
I THINK WE SHOULD SEPARATE.

THAT S YOUR "HORRIBLE

THIMG? OH MY! YOU SCARED

WHAT'S
WRONG??

GRAMDMA

IT'6 HORRIBLE!

WHAT IS IT THAT'S 20
HORRIBLE?

ME! | THOUGHT THAT
SOMEQME HaD DIED

LISTEM TO ME! | GOT OME, FIFTY-
FIVE YEARSE AGD, aAMD LET ME
TELL YOU THAT AT THE TIME, HO
OME EMDED THEIR MARRIAGE, BUT
| ALWAYS TOLD MYSELF THAT I
WOULD BE HAPPIER ALOME THaMN
WITH & SHITMAKER !

15 4 DRY RUN FOR
THE SECOND, WO LL
BE MORE SATISFIER
THE MEXT TIME. IN
THE MEANTIPME, IF
YOU'RE CRYIMG SO

MUCH, MAWBE IT

MEANS THAT WU

STILL LOVE HiMa
THERE S N0 REASOMN
YOU HAVE TG TELL
M EVERNTHING
RIGHT Away, TAKE
WOUR TIME, THINK
ABOUT IT, AND THE
DAY YOU BON'T
WANT 1T ANYMORE,
YOU LEAVE HIM!
WHEM & TOOTH IS
ROTTEN, YOU HAVE
TO PULL T gUT!
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AS AN ILLUSTRATOR 4T

| FOLLOWED My GRANDMOTHER'S ADVICE, | WAITED. | FOUND & JoB
AM ECOMOMICS MAGAZIMNE.

| was BIRED AT HOME, | CAME TO DRAW
HERE. I'An MOT DISTURBIMG YEL?

MADE ME FORGET THE REST

EVERYTHING WAS GOIMG WELL. THE RAPPORT WITH My COLLEAGUES

BUT TWO MOMTHS LATER, IN
MARCH 1994, AN ILLUSTRATOR
MADE THE FOLLOWING DR AWING
FOR AN ARTICLE ON IRANIAN

SOCCER:

# ASSASSIN

THE GOVERMNMENT COULDN'T

TOLERATE & MULLAH BEIMNG
CALLED AN ASSASSIN THEY
THEREFORE ARRESTEDR THE
ILLUSTRATIR IN QUESTION,

WO ONE KMEW WHAT HAD HaPPENED
TQ HIM, BUT EVERYONE HAD HIS
OwWHN THEQRY.

THEY MU T

F YTY T
HAVE HANGED wid

THEY GHIT i

THEY CUT OFF HIS
MANDS ST HE [AR'T
DR AW ANYuORE!

THEY TiR-
TURED Hiw

HE'S ALIVE
BUT WE 15 BUIND

WHATEVER THE CASE, FEOM

THAT MOMENT OM, ALL THE
PRESS WAS EXAMINED WITH A
MAGRIFY NG GLASS.

& FEW DAYS LATER, WHEN 1
GOT TO WORK.

MARJANE! THEY ARRESTED BEHTAD
CUR BEHZAD? BEHZAD RADI?

=
THE MAGAZINE CAPME OUT
YESTERDAY AND THEY WENT TO
COLLECT HIM AT MIS HOUSE TODAY,
&7 FIvE DCLOCK v THE morminG!

obll BECAUSE
CF THIS!

180

HIS DR AWING ILLUSTRATED AN AR-
TICLE ABOUT ALARLM SYSTEMS TO
PROTECT THE VILLAS 1N THE HORTH

OF TEHR AN AGAINST BURGLARIES,

BEHZAD HAD MADE THE MISTAKE
OF DRAWING & BEARDED MAN.







BUT A FEW HAIRS NOT BEING EMOUGH TO CONDEMH
HIM, HE WAS SET FREE AFTER TWO WEEKS, GILA,
THE MAGATINE'S GRAPHIC DESIGHER, AND | \WEMT
T VISIT Hip,

F o

-~ -,

%ﬂ

RE

Q.

v/

50, WHAT HAPPENED? TELL US! |

NOTHIMNG' | EXPLAINED TO THEM THAT MY
PESIGM CAME FROM A FAIRY TALE IN WHICH &
PRINCESS' LOVER CLIMBS INTO HER ROOM BY
USING THE LONG HAIR. OF HIS LOVED ONE AMD,
NOT BEING ABLE TO CRAW A WOMAN WITHOUT
A VEIL, | HAD PRAWN A BEARDED MAN,

AT THAT, THEY STARTED TO YELL, SAYING
THAT | WaS INSINUATING THAT BEARDED MEM
WERE SISSIES. | SWORE THAT THAT WASN'T

AND THEY BEAT ME UP. .1 HAD BRUISES ALL OVER
MY BODY. FINALLY, WELL...YIU PAY DEARLY FOR
|l FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION THESE DAYS.

N ANY WaY¥ MY INTENTION,

I'M GOING TO GET THE DOOR. IT MUST BE MY
WIFE, I'LL BE RIGHT BaCK,

HELLED, I'M pMAMNDANA,
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r MANDARA, CAN'T YOU SEE WE HAVE GUESTS? GO
MAKE U5 SOME TEA, ACTUALLY, THEY BROUGHT

SOME CAKES, BRING THOSE
I, TOO! 0
0 "‘

THAMKS SO MUCH,

\_—U_U

|\‘C-U'R.E WELCOME. )
POOR ManDamMa
- SUFFERED & LOT
DURING MY
TW0 WEEKS
OF IMCARCER-

SHE STUDIED PHAR MACOLOGY, BUT WE HAD
NIMA VERY QUICKLY AFTER GET TING MARRIED.

MARTAME S HOT EVEM TWENTY-FIVE, 45 FOR GILA,
SHE DOESN'T HAVE & HUSBAND YET!_J
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ON QUR waY BACK .,
TO THINK THAT HE was
MY HERD FOR TWENTY
LAYS!Y HIS WHOLE SPIEL
ABOUT FREEDOM OF
EXPRESSION, WHILE HE
DIDH'T EVEM LET HIS
WIFE SAY ONE WORD!
AH, IRARIAN MEN!

PON'T SaY THAT!IT'S NOT IRANIAK MEN, BUT MEM, PERICD. TWO YEARS AGD, | WAS GOING JUT WITH 4
SPAMISH DIPLOMAT, OM THE SURFACE, HE BEHAVED BETTER, BUT DEER DOWN, IT WAS THE SAME THING.

EXCEFT HERE)
ALL THE
LAWS ARE ON
THEIR SIDE!

IF A GUY KILLS TEN WOMEM IN THE PRESENCE
OF FIFTEEN OTHERS N0 OMNE CAK CONDE MM
HIM BECAUSE IM & MURBER CASE, WE
WIOMEN, WE CAN'T EVEN TESTIFY! HE'S
ALSO THE ONE WHO HAS THE RIGHT TO
BIVORCE AMD EVEM IF HE GIVES IT TO YOU,
HE MNONETHELESS HAS CUSTODY OF THE
CHILDREN' | HEARD & RELIGIOUS MAN JUSTIFY
THIS Law BY SAYIMG THAT MAaM was THE
GRAIN aMD WiMAN, THE EARTH IN WHICH
THE GRAIN GREW, THEREFORE THE CHILD
MATURALLY BELOMGED TO HIS FATHER!

DO YOU REALIZFEP?

| CAN'T TAKE I'T ANYMORE.

| WANT TO LEAVE THIs COUNTE\-’E
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GILA DROPPED ME OFF AT HOME, MY SISTER-IN-LAW WAS THERE

HELLO KATAWOME, HOW ARE YOU FEELING?

LIKE & WOMAN WHO'S EIGHT MINTHS FREG=
NANT! | FEEL HEAVY, BUT AT LEAST 1 DMLY
HAVE T0 BEAR IT FOR & FEW MORE WEEKS,

WE MEED TO TALK

YES, BUT I'M STILL IMN
LOVE WITH ¥0U

WHEM | WAS IN [CVE WITH
YOU, YOU BIDA'T LET ME
IN, NOW IT'S TOO LATE,
REZA. | DON'T LEVE wOU
ANY MORE.

WEVE BEEN MARRIED FIR
THREE YEARS, AND FUR THREEE
YEARSWE'VE HAD QUR QwA
RO0MS, WE'RE MOT A REAL
COUPLE

WERE NOT A
COUPLE AT ALL,

LET'S G0 TO FRAMECE TOGETHER.

Pt SURE IT'S THE SOC1AL PRES-
SURE THAT'S AFFECTING US.

BUT IT'S FOR THIS SAME
REASDON THAT WE 40T
MARRIED, TO GET ARCUND
THE S04l PRESSURE, OUR
LOVE WAS BEEM DEAD FOR &
LOMG TIME! THERE'S MO
PLIMT 18 TRYING AGAIM,
IT'S &4 WASTE OF TIME,

AZ4

WELL, I'LL LEAVE YOU TWQ

BON'T FORGET THAT MY SOM
MEEDS & LOUSIN. WHAT ARE
YOU WAITING FOR?

WEVE §TAVED TOGETHER CUT
OF AFFECTION, CER TAINLY, BUT
MOSTLY QUT OF HABIT. WE
WEREN'T ABLE TO aDMIT THAT
WE AREN'T MADE FOR EACH
OTHER, BECAUSE THAT wouLD
MEAN THAT WE RECOGHIZED
QUR FAILURE.

I DON'T )MDw HIW 1| MAMAGED
TO TELL HIM aLL THAT 50
SUSDEMLY. MY GRAMDMA
WAS RIGHT: | HaD TAKEM

MY TIME, AND | NEVER
REGRETTED WHAT | 521D,






A FEW DAYS LATER, | WENT
OVER TO MY PARENTS' HOUSE.

1 EHEW IT ALL ALONG!

| WANT TO GU TG FRANCE!

THAT'S GREAT, YOU'LL BOTH
MEED VISAS HAVE THE TWO
OF ¥OU THOUGHT OF ...

BADR, IT'S HOT U5, IT'S ME.REZA
WILL GO IF HE WANTS TO, BUT
WE'RE GOIMG TO GET DIVORCEDR!

YOU KMEW IT ALL ALONG AND
VET WOU TALKED MY EAR
OFF FOR & WEEK S0 THAT |
WOULD APPROVE OF THIS
MARRIAGE?

YES, BUT IF SHE HADN'T GDTTEAN
MARRIED, SHE WOULD NEVER
HAVE RMHOWH THAT IT

WOULEH'T WORK BETWEEN THE
Twl O0F THEM_EVERYOMNE HAS
TO HAVE HER 0WH EXPERIEMCE,

I'p% NOT TALKING TO WOU
ANYMORE.

WELL, WE'RE VERY HAPPY
WITH YOUR DECISION, YOu
WEREN'T MADE TO LIVE HERE.
WE IRAMIANS, WE'RE CRUSHED
NOT ONLY BY THE GOVERNMENT
BUT BY THE WEIGHT OF OUR
TRADITIONS!

OUR REVOLUTION SET US BACK
FIFTY YEARS. IT WiLL TAKE
GEMERATIONS FOR 4LL THIS TO
EVOLVE, YOU OHLY HAVE ONE
LIFE. IT™S YOUR DUTY TO LIVE IT
WELL, AND HOW THAT YOU ARE
TWENTW-FOUR, IT'S MOT LIKE
WHEN WOU WENT TO AUSTRIA,
YOU DPOM'T NEED
US AMYMORE,

WHAT DID 1 TELL YOU: "DON'T
WORRY ABQUT HER, QUR
DAUGHTER HAS ALWAYS KNOWN
HOW TO TAKE CARE OF HER SELF.

I was sCarReD
THAT YOU'D RUIN
YOUR LIFE.

13§

.o NOT HAVING BEEN ABLE TO
BUILD ANYTHING IM MY OWH
COUMTRY, | PREPARED TO
LEAVE IT OMCE AGAIN. | WENT
T FRANCE FOR THE FIRST
TIME 14 JUNE 499G TO TAKE &
TEST TO ENTER THE SCHOOL OF
DECORATIVE ARTS
N STRASBOURG.

| WAS ACCEPTED.
THEHN | HAD TO GO
BALK TO IRAN TO
EXCHAMGE MY
TOURIST Wisa FOR
A STUDENT VISA,







| WEMT OM 4 TRIP WITH MY GREANDMA TO THE
SHORE OF THE CASPIAN SEA WHERE | FILLED MY

BETWEEM JUME aMD SEPTEMBER "94, THE DATE OF
LUNGS WITH THAT VERY ‘_;l’lE‘C!AL AR, THAT AR

MY DEFIMNITIVE DEPARTURE, | SPENT EVERY MORMING

WANDERING IN THE MOUNT AINS OF TEHR AN, WHERE
| MEMORIZED EVERY CORMER, THAT DOESN'T EXIST ANYWHERE ELSE,
VU YN YN )

Wy W, T'f',“)‘

| WEMT TO My GRAMDFATHER'S TOMB, WHERE | ALSO WENT BEHIND THE EVINE PRISOM WHERE

| PROMISED HIM THAT HE WOULD BE PROUD OF ME. THE BODY OF My UMCLE AMOOSH LaY 1M AN
UNMARKED GRAVE, NEXT TO THOUSANDS OF

OTHER CADAVERS. | GAVE HIM MY WORD TO TRY

TO REMAIM 45 HONEST 4% POSSIBLE.
AR AT AT L DI A LT
IR R RN ENERLE R

| ALSO SPENT SOME WONDERFUL MOMENTS WIT v UNTH SEPTEMBER 9, 4994, WHEN, ALONG
it el B ¢ S ik WITH MY GRANDMA, THEY AECOMPANIED ME TO
MEHR ABAD AIRPORT.
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| HAD CHDSEN THIS DEFPARTURE
BUT GESPITE EVERYTHING, |
FELT YERY 24D,

MY FATHER CRIED AS USLAL,

AND MY MOTHER KEPT HER HEAD

THIS TIME, vOU'RE LEAVIMG FOR
GOOD. YOU ARE A FREE WOMAN
THE IR&H OF TODAY IS HGT FOR
WOUL | FORBID YOU TO LOME BaCk!

THE GOUDBYES WERE MUCH LESS PAIMFUL THAM TEM YEARS BEFORE WHEN | EMBARKED FOR AUSTRIA:
THERE was M LONGER 4 WAR | Was MO LOMGER A CHILD, MY MOTHER DIPN'T FAINT aMbB MY

GRANEMA Was THERE, HAPPILY .

N
&

. HAPPILY, BECAUSE SIMCE THE NIGHT OF SEPTEMBER 2, 1994, | DNLY Saw HER AGAIN DNCE, DURING THE
IRANIZM HMEW YEAR M MARCH 4835 SHE DIED JAMUARY &, 499G ., FREEDOM HAD A PRICE
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