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Do You have evergthinSD

( I think so. )

g

@e smart and Sofe and hapfgp

Text me
every dag !




IN 2013, WHEN I WAS 24

L]

1 HEADED TO SAN FRANCISCO

TO BEGIN MY MASTER’S
DEGREE IN coMliCS.

I'D SPENT
THE LAST SEVERAL
MONTHS ASSURING
DEOPLE THAT, YES,

AN MFA
. IN COMICS




I ENTERED
GRAD SCHOOL

WITH A
FICTION

§2_ PROJECT—
. NO INTEREST
Mg/ IN MEMOIR.

Ca,l;'forn:h,
College of the

[\Js Writers’
Studio

HOWEVER, ONE

OF MY FIRST
CLASSES

A good way to
get Started is by
listing your biggest

\;{"OSGI;UT?—!' Secrets — at Least one
TAUGHF};F Y of them should /
By Suggest o story !
MARI

NAOML.

No one
gets my
secrets.

The5 are
MINE /




I STRUGGLED IN THIS CLASS.

T\'fg writins
down Some
of the
things you
consider
Your
“demons.”

I did write a Short comic about one
of my *demons® in thot class, but I
was So embarrassed by it that
1 toped pieces of poper
over tThose two
pages of my
sketchbook.










GENDER
QUEER

a meﬂﬂo{;’

BY MAIA KOBABE
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)= '3')[/\/ OCTOBER

o 1992, MY FAMILY
MOVED INTO ONE OF TWp HOUSES ON A 120-
ACRE PROPERTY IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

WITH NO ELECTRICITY AND
NO FLUSH

TOILETS.

(.\ ;
3 Ui i AND A HALF YERRS 0LD
T AND MY SISTER WAS ONE.
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OUR NEIGHBORS

7 REBjCCA,
Ké% THR EE Th}EG' LEVE
" BRONWEN J

AGE NINE

RELATED MEMORY...

r_ME,e.‘t our new sister) )

[ —— —_—




THE
= WAS POWERED BY A MIX OF
FPROPERTY SOLAR, HYDROELECTRIC, AND

GENERATORS. WE HAD
A BATHTUB BUT NO
SHOWER. WE FILLED
OUR OUTDOOR WASHING
MACHINE WITH THE
GARDEN
HOSE.

THERE
WERE TWo

OUTHOUSES, HOME

™ MANY SP/DERS

»  GALEN AND
I OFTEN JUST




ONE DAY WHEN I WAS WALKING
WITH GALEN'S MOM...




FOR MANY BIRTHDAYS AFTER T REQUESTED
SNAKE-THEMED GIFTS:

\\‘\-‘(” A

W s .
) 0 *L | | = = g 4.'4,& e
[ s = T AR e oo B

X ke

AT Nig ;

Qe ek — o '
YT eN T wAS S
SIX, WE RENTED A NEW v

HOUSE AT THE END OF A MILE-LONG
DRIWVEWAY, SURROUNDED BY COW PASTURES.

16



ONE TIME I )

CAUGHT A BIG
GOPHER
SNAKE,

MORE THAN

HOLDING |T
CAREFULLY,
T RAN
TO SHOW

ALAS, HAVING
ONLY TwO HANDS
TO CATCH
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NEITHER GALEN NOR I ATTENDED

A PRESCHOOL OR A KINDERGARTEN. THE FIRST
DAY OF FIRST GRADE WAS OUR FIRST TIME
MIXING WITH OTHER KIDS OUR AGE.

P
Becouse Shej

5 a girl and
rls have

9
CooTIES/ 4

Can we come up ond play ™




THERE WERE SO MANY THINGS I DIDN'T KNOW.

(My classmates knew how o
paint with watercofors on
wet paper;

a Select few
Could even
read-

MY TEACHERS WERE VERY PATIENT.
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AT My WALDORF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

—

Thaf was mine!

;@J
LA

What even LATER R
ore goo & I'm glad he
bggf,{ pa couldr'?”c tell.

IT WASN'T UNUSUAL

FOR BOYS TO
HAVE LONG
HAIR——,
IN MY CLASS OF
18 STUDENTS
FOUR BOYS HAD
HAIR THAT
BRUSHED THEIR
SHOULDERS.

\
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I REMEMBER A FIELD TRIP
I TOOK WITH MY CLASS IN THIRD GRADE

We were v;sd-m_g a farm next |

to a rwver. It was aq hot
afternoon and our teacher
b Said we could toke
off our Shoes and

Socks to wade.

was one

of the trip

chaperones,
and he tool

0“; his Sklt"l: :
10 St N e Sun. )

T +4ook my Shirt
off 100, and walked
in the Shallows just
wearin3 my ShortsS.




JOME OF MY CLASSIMATES MOTICED.

Look ! Maia {00k her Shirt off
LI\KE A BoY !/ @
= / W ¢ e

— —_— — ———-———-—:_—_-___——_ﬁ
MY TEACHER INTERVENED.
(Maio, dear, [ Vou just — |
You Should you need to.
put your Come put it

Shirg back on now-




rI walked back to put my Shirt R
on agan. But I didn't
feel that I had cone

aryfhfi?j wrong.

It was evertone else bei@ Silly,
NOT ME.



EITRER OF MY PaRenrs ,
N N ENFORCING Genp,, "E Wrg,

er
\}BQ’QN?’G( OSO uzw\a)tkﬁ'ﬁ
K R hoh"edr‘"““ Has never; ¢, ,
?(esc’ reot Know{edge, worn J
Very \ Wik
athieric,
loves hiKing, Gardener
SWiMMing, with o
Used to run green
thumb

B MW
N>

/F o/ £8 /?@‘f /Z‘\O
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Degree in physics
W&l Hos had long

hair Since
before I was
born

< MY
DAD

\LOVES Singing,
p\ays 0ass



IN r This was the (ast year )
FIFTH | during which I would voluntarily
GRADE T wear a swimsuit around peers'

WENT DA | e

BIRTHDAY
PARTY AT
A HOUSE
WITH A
HOT TUB
-y -
The most femmmine and Most ) , N
Conﬁ'danf?:'rl at the party L raised my (9
raised her [y out out of f”‘;e
of the water. water in
roplets imitation
P Ptfat{ed off of her
her skin. ——
-——
== — NG
| (=
%:34—{3___1 Q<‘_“ =

INSTEAD OF ROLLING SMOOTHLY
AWAY THE WATER BEADED IN

MY GROWING LEG HAIR.

26



1 WAS GRUMPY AND EMBARRASSED TO
ENCOUNTER YET ANOTHER THING
T WAS APPARENTLY SUPPOSED
TO KNOW BUT DIDN'T.

ESPEC!ALLY G/RLS —_

&‘e

BuT
EVERYONE AR”““’,,%% 0
Seemep T0 HAVE

27



7715 was both emotionally and
Literally true. AT 11 YEARS OLD
7 HAD NOT YET LEARNED TO READ.

Try
Sound .‘ng
it out:

\

)

I STARTED AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORING BUT MY
PROGRESS WAS FRUSTRATINGLY SLOW.

T HAD TwWO CONSOLATIONS:

[And if @ Snake was SP&H:&CF
anywhere on the School
grounds, people would

3ell my name. GO

28



FINALLY, IN THE SUMMER BETWEEN FIFTH
ﬁND SIXTH GRADE, I HAD A BREAKTHROUGH
Ha”}, Potter mania ] rﬁ_!y mom was reading the

hit ny class | | Second book out loud to me &
; my sister one Chapter a night.

That was Simply

NOT FAST
ENOUGH.

S\

ONE NIGHT I SNUCK THE BOOK & A FLASHLIGHT
INTO MY BED. I VOWED NOT TD SLEEP UNTIL

T FIGURED OUT WHAT HAPPENED NEXT.

LY MORNING SOMETHING MAGICAL ‘HAD
HAPPENED. L HAD BECOME

A REAPER..
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A MucH LESS WELCOME CHANGE
WAS JUST AROUND THE CORNER.

My Stomach

hurts.

awful, what's
happenr'nj ?




/7)/ Javorite fictiono.l character at this
time was ALANNA THE LIONESS —

A short, Stubborn girl who
d.«'sguiSed herself as a boy
4o train as a Knight.

I [listened to the P
audio books

Alanno’s
Jirst question
on starting her
period was “How

PIERCE . 4' . long do I hove
and &<\ R4 To put up o,
read with this’

by G e

I, dtdn t

TRIN/ <o be
ALVARADO azorn a

over and over
throughout my

childhood.

GirlL. )
It's not

31



BECAUSE OF THE ALANNA BOOKS I KNEW:

,Der/'ods were weand
nvolved related re a
/é,/ i fo the totally

ceaing W 7255 N il and
every month, g natural
fo become ‘e
pregnant, g to
happen
foyouy
teen 3ir!5‘.
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L TRIED T0 HIDE IT AS LONG AS POSSIBLE.

T lined my underwear
with toilet puoper,

Kept quiet about
the cramps,

and hid my
Stained shorts
in My bed .

\Allf_\y are_you Showir(lj
me this... 7

What's up
Sweetpen 7

33



On! Did this just start a

=

We love you so much.
We have some’chu'n5 we
were pLannin_g to give
You when you turned 12,
but this seems LiKe
@ better time.

.....




T still have it in
the orfginal box.

I've never

I couldn’t see this new development
as a reason to celebrate.
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HIDING MY PERIOD BECAME
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT T0 ME.

FOR Two ENTIRE SCHOOL YEARS I SUCCESSFULLY
AVOIDED EVER USING A4 ScHoolL BATHROOM.
. )

Z'd often wear the Same
pad for so long that the

dried blood turned to
dark Crumbles

!

70 THIS DAY A HUGE NUMBER oF My
WNIGHTMARES INVOLYE MENSTRUAL BLDOD.

(Tl feel the familar )
Sensation of Hot blood
gushing from my bac\{y—

36



OF COURSE I NEVER HAVE A PAD OR CLEAN CLOTHES.

Offcn
I'min a
bathroom
with no
Stall doors.

)

Or the only
available toilet
is overflowing
with o Soup of
blood and Shit.

Or I'll

find a room

Full of clean

toilets but

with no

privacy barriers
between them ot all.

37



AMAZIN G
I NEVER
DEVELDPED
A URINARY
TRACT
INFECTION.




IN SEVENTH GRADE My MOM BOUGHT ME

7Y FIRST BRA.

I liked that it flattened
my tiny boo b5
mito rion-
exi/stence

but I
hated that
L needed it
at all.

7 STARTED LAYDREAMING ABOUT GETTING
BREAST CANCER THINAING IT wWouLD
GIVE ME THE PERFECT EXCUSE

70 HAVE MY BREASTS REMOVED.

Since then there have been I'd like to Say I

never think obout that
anymore. .. but that
would not be true.

several cases of cancer in
my family, so I Know
how terrible that
Sounds .

THE BOYS AROUND ME SEEMED AS YET UNRAVAGED BY

PUBERTY-T WISHED TWAS ONE OF THEM.

39



WHEN MY MOM WAS 13 HEK MOMTOLD HER

rYour leg hair is so
light, if You never
start Shaving it
you'll never

j

bock muth
dorker ond
thicker.

a
The message
seemed to be
that not
shnvin3 was
better. But

my leg hair

1S not
blond Like
3,




[
wh_\ﬂ are 3{rLS \(
supposed to Shave

This hair 15

[ T'll just never
wear Shorts out

- so Soft, I don’t]||of the house So
their LEQS‘ but won{: to no one Sees it.
Shave it.

(AND SO, FOR TEN )
YEARS, T NEVER WORE
SHORTS.

50°
NORCAL
OCEAN

WATER,

1

( (EXCEPT FOR JUNIOR )
SOCCER LEAGUE.)

LEGS
SAFELY
CovERED

uP

''''''



I REMEMBER WHEN My MOM TOLD ME

For a (ong
time I p_lanned
on nammg 3ou
BOU were o

Sfrl. or b?ﬂ‘

I wish I HAD
been named

Robin /

I wish I had
ANY gender

M@be 1 can Change
my name o Robin ...
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nefghbor GALEN.

[ .
M ﬁrst CI"US'h was on m)

T

His Sisters thought —

was cute when we kissec-

\

J

—
/’1} Seconc crush was on A
a tomboy girl n my

43




@ third crush

was on a cocky
boy three years

older than
me.

I was Sso
embarraSSEd around
him I could hardiy
Speok...

Mﬂ four{'_h
Crush, 1n
8t grade,
was o[n ‘;

tiri Who
3had a
Lord
of the
Rings
nick-
nome .

) FI{- was around this time |

that I looked up “gay”
and “lesbign in the
dr'cfionag ;

What

J

ONE WEEK
BEFORE I STARTED

HIGH SCHooL,
I TOLD A FRIEND
ABOUT THESE
CRUSHES.

My mom Said girls
getting crushes on girls
is pretty normal.
And (t§
Pr‘obab!y Just
a phase.

Yt



r BUT BUTCH USEP,
I SooN /%/y/f, oy A goYs
DEVELOPED MY - ¢ N AME

WORST CRUSH YET
ON A GIRL IN
My NEW

CLASS.

[My FRIEND DID NOT APPROVE OF THIS CRUSH |
AND TRIED TO SABOTAGE IT BY TELLING ME

BAD STUFF ABouT HER.

TWICE OVER THE NEXT YEAR THIS FRIEND

ASKED ME: -
Are you still
FREAKING OUT.
about being a Lesbian 7
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AFTER SPENDING EIGHTH GRADE
IN A HOMESCHOOLING PROGRAM,
I WENT BACK TO WALDORF FOR HIGH
SCHOOL. REQUIRED CLASSES INCLUDED:

Ceramics

|||||||u|||||||||
“”""““h.i'

i

Hat Ma.Kfn\g

Shﬂe Ma,kf-nj

46



A MONTH AND A HALF INTO MY FRESHMAN YEAR

Alright class, we have o visitor.
Please welcome Dauid / /

Hi! Some of you Know
me, I'm a Senior here.

T'm also the only openly
99y student on campus.

H\Je are going to meet on

Fridg_ys at lunch. Please
come if you are

interested /




8 The taoble where wmy friends and I
ate lunch every doy was

not more g

R So than {

" the ' QSA gjh =D

meeting the next

l:/‘—rt'day afternoon. Q{ﬁ-@;\,ﬁ

FINALLY
I GOT
Up THE
COURAGE
TO SAY:

[ T’'m going 1o go | @l( see yoy Lafer@

v




T WAS m

MOST NERVE-RACKING
L5O-FOOT WALK OF MY LIFE.

Um, hello 7 f




The CPSA H’Ieeh'rg was full 0}0 famil:’ar
faces. QOver half the members were 5:’r£s
from my own class.

— - = /
LATER T WouLP LEARN THAT THREE OF THEM
CAME FROM FAMILIES WITH LESBIAN MOMS';
THEY AND THEIR FRIENDS CAME AS ALLIES.

T brought 1wo articles h ( Massachusetts JUST
1 wos thinking we could

| 3 -5 declored that they
discuss -FOY' our -FlrSt' will start Cluowing
9oy marriage beginning

n Maﬂ QF' next 38&" /
\(\—’/o
;V/;I o
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(Zhd The Central ParK Zoo geve on eg9 to o B
poair OF 9%y Pe‘nsuir\s ond they raised o chick

together nomed Tango.

@ T
L left the meeting
wOnden'nj why I'd
been so nervous to
enter it.

51



Cne doy my
best fn’end _gave
me a note:

/efg—v 7 Reqp ANY
Gz/;mwvcsf

by the end
O/[ the Year she had started

coming to YSA meetings with me.
This group morphed
into an LOTR fan club,

IO B

» |

o ‘f'heei-faggs devolving into hOIIqu;
‘SCUSSion about which of fe

£ord of the Rings actors Wer

MOST LiKELY To BE GAY.




ONE DAY THE GUIDANCE COUNSELOR
CALLED ME INTO HER OFFICE

Maia, can I see you for a minute 7

S Sure )

; Very
Sweaty
from playing
Soccer J

|

I'm going to bring up an
issue that might be a bttle
uncomfor table .

K.

Do you wear
deodorant

?

Some people hove noticed that,
occasionally, you hove very
strong body odor. b\)earinj
deodorant would be o

53



{ Y

@normu\ Kind 7

Mom, will you buy me a deodorant 7 |

OF course,
what Kind

7

Almost |
/mme d.'a{ely

developed-—
it felt like
/’iaufn3 50
Mosquito bites

in each
& A ampi

I kept wearing
't until pieces o
SKin began to flake

__S

54




Euen{-uatty my I never learned who

mom found a had reported my B.O.
deodorant my I+ didn't occur to me
SKin could to aSK

Probably because I didn't blame who-

ever it was. This was simply another
example of my Constant :’5nomnce.




L SPENT A LOT OF TIME IN NINTH GRADE

EAVESDROFFING OV MY CRUSH

r_I could never talk

to her. She's into
all of this cool
Stuff I've never

David Bowie i5 touring right now_q
Tt might be his last tour ever, I
wish I could go-..

Me too/

Do we hove any David Bowie

music ¢

& 0

\5 V‘
PN QIR <

56



Here you go’
These are topes

I made when L “-‘ I

worked at the é
radio Sstation.

A ton of good
stuff you'll
like it.

_

Awesome,
thank you.

-
Tommy by The (T'he Doors, The Have you
Who, this is o Stones, pPink ever Llistened
great album. F\ogd , Fronk to Queen °

Zoppa, The
Beatles .-

Here’'s what we
were looking for:

57






[T WAS THE FIRST TIME I COULD
EVER REMEMBER HEARING QUEER
REFERENCES IN SONG LYRICS:

L ONLY LET MYSELF LISTEN TO THE
TAPE ONCE THROUGH PER DAY

AFRAID THAT I WOULD WEAR IT OUT.



Bowre's music
was the first
that felt like




T WAS 11 OR 12 YEARS OLD THE FIRST TIME I CAN

L WAS LYING, FuLLY CLOTHED, ON A HILLSIDE
UNDER AN OPEN SKY.

knowledje that,
if drscovered,
I could release my
rmag:'nary
member and
i+ would
dish-&egra-te
back into
7 Scattered

I HELp A FOLDED
HANDFUL OF GRASS
BETWEEN MY LEGS.
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FOR YEARS MY STANDARD
METHOD OF MASTURBATION
WAS STUFFING A SOCK INTO
THE FRONT OF MY PANTS
AND MANIPULATING

THIS wouLD

EVOLVE \NTO Q
ﬁ/p—THRUSTINCi
WHILE THINKING
OF MY LASTEST
GAY SHI\P ..-

MEMORABLY,
I GoT oFF
ONCE WHILE
DRIWING JUusT
BY RUBBING THE
FRONT OF MY
JEANS AND
IMAGINING
GETTING A

PBlow
JOB"™

¥ I PROMISE I'M A REALLY SAFE PRIWER.
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WHEN 1 FINALLY GOT OLD ENOUGH
T0 NOT BE EMBARRASSED TALKING
ABOUT THIS STUFF WITH MY SISTER:

( . )
It really never occurred to you to put Something into

Your vagina, not eveh a finger fﬁ_/

y It rea{B didn't.




]

[

NoPE! CAN'T DO
\T/ I REFUSE /

i 7 HAVE AN EXTREMELY Low )
Jerie  SEK DRIVE COMPARED TO
(/ PRETTY MucH ALL OF MY
AN e  FRIENDS. AS A TEEN I GOT
1< BORED OF MASTURBATION,
r_-7




WHICH MADE
CATEGORIZING

o?® D/D 75
Gy M’;_”f; MY SEXUALITY
A A PIFFICULT
BEcy B
WAS o
R

® 7;
[ A 9 s
)
\

WAS IT HIS SEEMINGLY
‘FEMININE” R “MASCULINE™
QUALITIES THAT DREwW ME
o TO THE LONG-HAIRED

Tx %
ﬂ - . o BOY IN CHOIR 7



DEEPEST
EMOTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

HAVE ALWAYS BEEN
WITH WOMEN.
DID THAT MEAN T WAS

A LESBIANT
ButT MY
SEXUAL FANTASIES

INVOLVED TWO MALE
PARTNERS. WAS 1 A
GAY B0Y TRAPPED IN

A GIRLS BODY 7

66




7;//35550 BUT I DIDN’T
HAVE THE

PUT OUT LANGU
AGE

MANY °IDENTIFY

LEAVES a2

PLANT




IN HIGH SCHOOL
I BEGAN TO
THEORIZE
THAT I
HAD
BEEN
BORN
WiTH
TWO
HALF
SouLS —
ONE
FEMALE
AND ONE

68




L

INVENTED
AND
NVAMED A

LOST MALE
TWIN

WHO HAD
ALWAYS FELT

LIKE HE SHOULD
BE A GIRL. IF
I COULD JusT

FIND HIM

WouLp
FINALLY
BOTH FEEL
LIKE

COMPLETE
DEOPLE.

e

69



[THE WORD "TRANSGENDER'

ENTERED MY VOCABULARY
IN THE SUMMER BEFORE HIGH SCHOOL.

I noted in a journal
ermy on June 9 2003
that there had been a
lot of articles on gy
/ssues n the San
Francisce

Includ:'n'j a profile of
a (esbian whos;_e
partner was fakuy
testosterone and had
switched to male
/Dranouns-

Chronicle.

QOver the next Year ya
afso found articles on
transgender magic in
my mom'S pagan
Magaz:'nes and
gender rants n
a pile of feminist
zines given fo me

by a friend.

But where do
I fit into all

of this?
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I DIDN'T SHARE THESE QUESTIONS, EVEN
WITH MY FRIENDS FROM QSA.
INSTEAD I POURED My

CONFUSION INTO
JOURNAL AFTER

JOURNAL.

14 MOTEBOOKS, \
2001—2014_ﬂ =

If only T could switch
between Sexes whenever
I wanted. Like Ranma

from Ranma Y2 .

| — I don){: waﬂ+ to
puoTE FrOM | be a girl. T

AN ENTRY I S

WROTE IN I i%n’c w;mt to

2004, WHEN eith:r -

T . . ust
WAS 15 want to be

%\ myself. /
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AFTER NINTH GRADE I DECIDED TO KEEP A LIST

R 7 ‘-\\\ ) o N - .
\\\\ - N \~\ \\\\“- ) . h
= <o LR ™

T INCLUDED THE TWO BOOKS I READ FOR SCHOOL

Frannﬁ COLD

and MOUNTAIN
Zooey
—_—
S

(4
STARDUST ([ 5
PAGE ([ ={

IN SYLVAN
CRE Y
é L“‘“ E‘

THE BLACK Book (= ‘-,\ |

73



BY THE END OF THE SUMMER, MY LIST
HAD 68 TITLES, READ IN 82 DAYS.

Look! Chat's o lob oF Yes, it's a very nice Ust. )
|
books. ‘i But what movies
\ ! did you See over

= h the Summer ?

MY PARENTS WERE AND MY FRIENDS
puLy [IMPRESSED ROLLED THEIR EYES.

I was 5o pleased I decided to
maintain the list INDEFINITELY.
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INCLUDING THE FAKE
SERIES BY SANAMI MATOH

& THE LAST

HERALD MAGE
TRILOGY »

BOTH OF WHICH INCLUDE

e HE GAY SEX

I can still
recall @ specific

physical Sensation T
got from reading
these Scenes—

76



THE MAIN KIND OF SEX DISCUSSED IN MY
FOUR DIFFERENT SEX ED CLASSES

whS SEX INVOLVING A PENIS AND A VAGINA.
SEVENTH GRADE NINTH GRADE

Condoms
Birth control

p regnancg

THAT KIND OF SE SOUNDED
RISKY & UNAPPEALING,




(ASIDE FROM THE TwO MEMORABLE
OCCASIONS MY SISTER CUT HER OWN.)




et )

err my birthday, could I g
My hair cut at a salony

WHEN THE DAY CAME I WAS SO NERVOUS.

.
I'd never had
my hair cut
Professionally

before.

Zn . So, what are wr:*j
' doing today P
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Um, well, I want
4o donate most
of it...

You need at least

10 inches to
donate.

T'll cut 14 nches
1o start with.

I know—1
want it very
short.

Can you make
it = hot toe grown

up—2*

&

W

¥ (not too Feminine)

Like, Kind of
boyish P¥

2

% (Kind of gay)

80



Can you be more

specific ? What Maybe Like-

length ? around my ears?
$

.4

SHE GAVE
ME A BASIC

A-LINE BOB.
I HATED IT
INSTANTLY.

[ AS SOON A3 wg |
GOT HOME —

Mom, please
FIX THIS/

~
Thankyousomucibye !

81



TWICE OVER THE
FOLLOWING SUMMER,
I GOT ASKED:

r—

Are you Phoebe's

p older
brother .P

gchat bette )

Yes, better.

of my breasts
this cbuickw.

what con L get for
You tod09 young man ?

A
[ LOVED |T.

82



WITH PUBERTY I HAD DEVELOPED
AN INTENSE DISLIKE OF BEING

PHOTOGRAPHED.
THIS FADED AFTER
I CUT My HAIR.

I WANTED T0
KEEP IT SHORT
BUT NO LONGER

TRUSTED SALONS.

My SISTER

BECAME MY REGULAR
HAIRDRESSER.

Remember how you cut it

\
last time ? Just Like that,
3 me ¢

BUT SHORTER!
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WY ASTER CIRcA 20/8

Also Qe -/

uch
more foshionable J
than me Degree
& Mo’c‘ir:J n
Loues Grophics
ca?:p'ms Painter
ro'a.d
£eipS Virgo
N
<
Slﬂther ;n
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SHE HAS PROVIDED
YEARS OF MORAL
SUPPORT DURING
MY LEAST FAVORITE
KIND OF SHOPPING.

Daomn,
still there.

rI uess L like this one best.
I | i
OK, but is it _
al du makin 1
rea 5 %?

Yyour ribs hur




WHEN I WAS CAST IN A MINOR AOLE

INA CLASS PLAY IN TENTH GRADE,
PHOEBE ASKED ME:

Neither. I'm just a
member of the chorus.

That's good, because you
never act (ke a boy or
o girl. I think you’re

a genderless person.

SHE KNEW BEFORE I DID.
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DURING THE FOLLOWING YEAR AN

AMBITIOUS NEW DRAMA TEACHER
DECIDED TO DIRECT OUR SCHOOL'S

FIRST EVER MUSICAL.

Good morning !

| ‘ \ Good day !

How are you this beautiful da.g? \
Isnt this « beautiful morning 7

e

Very /

L JONED THE BACKSTAGE CREW
AND FULFILLED A STEREOTYPE

BY FALLING IN LOVE WITH THEATER,.



ON A THEATER TRIP I 60T T0 SEE
The Importance of

5@1@ Earnest

LIFELONG LOVE OF

OSCAR W/LDE

AT THE LIBRARY LOOKING |
FOR A WILDE BIOGRAPHY

)

many different versions /
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SHORTLY

AFTER MY
JUNIOR YEAR,
1 GOT A
CALL FROM
A FRIEND
WHO'D HAD A
CRUSH ON
ME FOR AT
LEAST TWO
YEARS.

Would you go
on a date-
Just one date-

with me before
I leave for
College ?

oL

THE
LAST TIME
HE HAD
ASKED ME
OuT, I'D
SAID NO.

It would
just be one

Then he's
lea\lin3 for
a year.

It would
make him
reauﬂ

happy ---




Yeah... we can
do one date.-.

YAY/ I con't wait

to introduce people

to My GIRLFRIEND!
\

Did he Say
GIRLERIEND ?/?
1 did not sign

up for that/

MADE A
MISTAKE.




6T

1“

4E LABEL 'GIRLpp,

eVER WANTED
¢ . AE N/\%lRLFRIENDo_ 23

I didn't realize he
thought going on
a date and be.in3

0 couple were

I have to
Call him

back.




Look, L'm
reallg Sorry,
but I can't go

And I also
con't be your
girlfriend.

NG
%:

That word
makes wme
want to

I hate this and
I feel terrible.

But I will NEVER

be anyone‘s

Sirlfriend-
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LATER, TALKING TO MY BEST FRIEND

I hate it/ I hate having  boobs
and a period. I hate buying bras
and undecwear.
L hate Feelin9
(ike I have to
Shave My armpits
oand have a
Perfect tan...

I hote feeling like I'm Maia— you are one
supposed o wear makeup of the least 3irl.5
and (ike bogs and Peopl,e I Know.

ACT GIRLY”
ﬁ@»l

Even if you did wear a dress and a ton of
maokeup— even then, I don't thwkK people

N wuuﬁ {—ind You 9;.&

)

3



TWO DREAMS I HAD IN HIGH SCHOOL

22, Ore night
after I read
Sandman  for
the first time, I decided

fo ask Morpheus +o send
me a good dream . .. J

I then dreaME IN THE MORNING

about haw'nﬂ
a MmasSSive
ainful
boner

thot
(asted

a
da.y !

Gnother time

I dreamed of
waking up with o

wel!-groomed

beard.
Mu first
B ur rbgtird ever
WHEN and I'm
I gtrea;lg
LOOKED o
ray 7/
CLOSER— GRAY!

4



Began wondering if I C/RCA@
Zas g%y» 2ge 13 @2003—200?

Told one friend I had

“liked a girl," a9e 1%

Joined QSA/!

Told a second friend

I liked boys &girls

Saw The laramie
Project, age 15
Decided I was
a, lesbian

/Zu @ﬁ Jehool
Comz}(vj Out |
Immediately got
ngu‘y a crushjon a bfj

Much confusion
Decided I was bisexual

Decided I was asexual

Started hanging out with

the theater Kids, age 16
Got asked dc'rectly Are You gay _?”
and answered ‘T don‘t Know”
Decided to never have a crush
again because they are” Stupid
Came ~out to a handful of
other friends as b/, age 17
Decided I wanted to

come out _to my

Clouds of parents

éackgmUnd
GENDER CONFUSION

a5



March 3 , 2007

... And 1 talked to 1y
wmom. QOn Friday . We were

on the deck. I as
nervous, but I needn't
have been. T feit wuch
better hauin_c) told her,
'tlnoush-

\__——’_\’._‘_//\\-—\__ﬁ\'_

Uh, Mom, I'm
pretty sure Tm bi.

I always thought
You were one of those
Kids who could ge
either waﬂ-




AT MY HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION
IN 2007 I WAS THE ONLY AFAB
(ASSIGNED FEMALE AT BIRTH)
GR/?D UATE WHO WORE PANTS.

"

s l

SOMETHING I LOST WHEN I CUT
My HAIR: VISUAL UNITY WiTH
MY LONG-HAIRED FAMILY. THINGS

[ GAINED: CONFIDENCE, HAPPINESS.




MY FARENTS MET WHEN THEY WERE IN COLLEGE

WHEN I REACHED EACH OF THESE RESPECTIVE
AGES, I REMEMBER THINKING:

Wow, I'm the same
age as my dad
when he wmet

Wow, I'm the same
age Gs my mMom

When She met
my dad /

MY GOD, they were
BABIES!

NOW
I FIND
MYSELF
THINKING :

8



Meet the ARTJ]UD[NTM@IW@ ./

Ace : 18
GENDER © 7
ZODIAC : Taurus
YEAR OF . Snake
HOUSE : Ravenclaw
MYERS-BRIGGS : ISTT
STRENGTHS :

Drawing, Readinj ) Wrr’f‘fry
WEAKNESSES :

Math, Technology, Pop culture

IN MY BAG:

/@ ﬁr.sf ZGPtOP ~
(But I didn't
Kriow how to

I Just
discovered
Deviant
Art !




DURING MY FIRST FEW WEEKS OF COLLEGE,
EVERYONE AROCUND ME SEEMED TO GLOW WITH

NI POTENTIALIING

o ‘o 0 o 0 I . n
O?"f-;wpq QO%\G ﬁﬁ‘}{“ dﬁ\ ub°i°¢
o R o o - ’

I REMEMBER
THINKING ...

The person I spend the
rest of my life with might
be here, in this cofeteria.
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I JOINED THE DRAMA CLUB BUT WAS
DISAPPOINTED TO FIND IT SMALLER
THAN THE ONE AT MY HIGH SCHOOL .

FHowever, this (ack of resources
led to wme
getfmj cast n
a male role—
and wm
fl;"&'i'_ Y
experience

51}7@. ,

How does that
feel 7 Too ight ¢




Al THE TIME I DIDN'T
fNOW THE DANGERS OF

ACE BANDAGE
) LINDING —
IT CAN LEAD TO

CAACKED

A few
weeks affer
the Show ended I
went to a formal
School event wearin

the ACE bandage arnd
a too-long tie. What g

had felt [r'éeraf:'rzj
onstage felt
embarrassing in
public. I put the
bandage away and

riever wore€ it aga{n,



I have spent S0 much time
/ooKr’nﬂ at btys in button-up

hits~ TEALOUS

of the flatness
of their chests. @

W A
. Il 0

Gf I didn't ) G?nd feel

have boobs I'd delicious
take my Sunshine
Shirt off on my

back.

are holdins
my back
hostoge .

on my
breasts.

A BINDER WOULD HAVE HELPED BUT IN
COLLEGE I DIDN'T YET KNOW THEY EXISTED.
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L GOT A WORK-STUDY JOB AT THE LIBRARY.

7] It's too bad you missed Kira's b\rthdag

we Started Plaﬂlns Never have 1 ever®

. with Shots and it got SO CRAZY/J

Someone said, “Never have 1 ever Kissed a Sirt,"
and Molly ftook a drink/ Can you believe it

But she refused to give any details.

Haha, 1 Know. I wonder
if we got her drunk agan
if she'd tell
us the
whole

Story 7
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Have you
H Um... no,

T havent but

e L am
pisexual .-

So it's not, like, out of Righi' on, that's cool. ’

the uestion ... haha ...

| [ &)
7
‘7_ ‘_

Well, she's the first person
Ive come out to at work/
I wonder if She wilt tel
anyone ? Kind of weird,
but T'm glad I Said it
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A girl I sort of
recsgnized from
a class

Can you help
us find o book 7

y Her
AT B friond —
WORK, T
A FEW \
DAYS , :

LATER A \ 7

Sure, What are Autumn here needs some
dou L%Kin& for?

books on... human sexuality-
ﬁ)/ N \59/

;

Can you narrow| | More of & PROTECT | | Ok, but - do
that down ? A || you need history,

Is it for o | psychelogy,
paper 2 medical, Social,
haha pop Culture... ? |

D
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Oh Just Like—

Okooay-.. well, I'm
going 1o send you
over to the reference
Librarian . She'll

People need
to learn

how to
use the

Ubrary .

5

=\ [

A FEW MINUTES LATER I SAW THEM LEAVE

7

Thegre not even
carrying any books ./

ey Maia, T found out a secrec )

@(
C Ol yes ?
@meone has a crush on 3@

S WO

107




L wonder if 5 that I... dort Know how
ﬂifl who was in here

. . . I'd feel about that.

5 o
)

A =&l
THE LAST DAY BEFORE WINTER BREAK

My two favorite coworkers,

AT % Fish, both out gay men On my last shift
- of the Semester

\

7 Tyee

Tt's that girl... how does I want you to meet
R Yoo Tor € 7]y frind At/
I
S @y




Uh- we've met. Freshman year, That's right !
We hod o class fall semester— I heord that
foaether - ? teacher got

fired.

QOh- he was creepy— How does that

moke you feel ?

q :
Maia, this girl is (ooking
for someone to give her

heart to on Christmas,
Someone to love.

ST
BLUSH

_ "H””

L~

This is veally awkKward, \\
PLEASE STOP,
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HIDING
UPSTAIRS
IN THE
LIBRARY
STACKS

e

Well, that might have

been the awkwardest
most embarrassing

incident of my LIFE.

1 Pt

-—._;.___.ik"_‘_, .:
a7

TTZRRY N
m;:_ (I

I can't even
imo.sine how

Autumn feels...




Hey, I'm sorry I fan away
from you eorlier. IT'm thinking
of Killing Rae next time I See

I DECIDED 3
70 SEND HER . her. You want in
A FACEBOOK Type

REQUEST

WITH A NOTE:

—
SHE ACCEPTED AND WROTE BACK: | | T'm Kind of shy-
I was going to thank her, it's hard to Start
actuall For fmallg Se-tt.n-g Conversations with
me +to talK to  you. people like Yyou.

‘@

What do you mean,| | People I think
people (ike me? are cute.

I don't
Know how to

"Wpe




of Meet:’nj n
C‘O[(e:ge was

into my
/D.Syche .

% ,Darenfs’ narrative

deep(y Pressed

T think I'm
Supposed
to want

this P

She's cute, She's
friendlg , She reads,

she writes poetrj.

MO

She would
probably make

O

But am I
interested in that ?

O

\

I bet it would be
really easy to
moke her fall in
love with me.

But -Fo'r her it
would be real
and for me it
would Jjust be

practlcinj.

/TuGH, 1 dort

want to talk
about this
through FB/
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I TOLD MY DAD ABOUT THE SITUATION.

I Sot hit on bﬂ a few guys when
I was in college. At first 1
thought it was a little weird.

But if You aren't
interested, you can
olways say “No.”

I ENDED UP CALLING HER ON THE PHONE.

113



I've never even
been on a dote.

Have you...dated
very much ¢

I've never dated
a girl, but I had

o boyfriend for
three years.

We broke up
because of you,
actualt\tj.

WHAT?

.|

He read my diary.
He found an
entry T'd written

We had a huge
fight, and then
we broke Up-

That's crazy,
T’'m sorry.

Yeah. Well, maybe
it's for the best.

B

\ ©zz

)|

You are the first
girl Tve (et myself
have feelin_gs for.
I really want to try
[)e[n\g with you.

Will You give me

o chance ¢
Umm

B

This girl has been
on o Year-\ong
emotional Journe
entirely based
on Just the idea
of me. 2

\ \_




She doesn't even
know who 1 am.
Honestly— this
isn't about me
at all.

Ummm...

what does
“reltationship”

Companionship -
Texting when you
are opart, holding
hands when you
are together.

Havin3 each other's
back.

This all
sounds like

friendship
to me...

Plus that magical
Knowledge that
You are the most
special person to
Your pacrtner.

X

0

&

And maybe
being Physicalfy

intimate .

All of the parts of
a relationship that
sound good I have

already with my

O

115

And all of the

other parts..-
I don't want.

!

I'm - T'm Sorry-
I guess TI'm just
not interested
in o relationship

S

- ]




AFTER
THE
CALL

ENDED

How many
times will T
have to say

Will I spend my
whole (ife trﬂinﬂ
to reject people
as gently os

I'M DONE THINKING
ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS.
Also da-tins
and crushes. It's
all equally irri-ba.tir\S
and borins.
Ive got other
Stuff to focus on.

Friendship is NINE
THOUSAND TIMES
better than

romance ./

Besides, I get all of
the drama I need from

Queer as FolK.

-
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INTEREST IN EROTIC GAY FICTION HAS BEEN
SO PREVALENT IN MY FRIENDSHIPS, ONE
COULD MISTAKE IT FOR A PREREQUISITE.

ﬁ brought you Some doujfﬂShi/ HIGH\
Aragorn & Legolas make out SCHOOL

[ When did you first Ship Sam &Dea@ COLLEG?

When Dean pushed Sam against the bridge @
the first episode /J
( That part is so hot. )

Im sending you my favorite Mer(in fic- GRAD
You have to read it because Merlin SCHOOL
& Arthur are the OTP of my heart-

7 And you have to read
the Harry/Louis Story :
X I'm Sending You. <@ %
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IN FACT, IM SHOCKED WHEN A FRIEND SAYS:

I'm not reallg into
Slash or gay Comics...

1
thou Sh’c

3a_9 porn was
UNIVERSAL !

LATER SHE DESCRIBED HERSELF AS HETERO-
FLEXIBLE AND TRIED TO EXPLAIN WHY SHE
LIKED LESBIAN PORN MORE THAN GAY PORN.

I think it's because-— 1 QSSEST\ sensation
I J'IJS‘*: don't ' _to a bOdﬂ Par'h' I don).b
Know how to assign haue all the Lime.

a. sensation to a
body part that Sometimes T can olmost
feel where it

I don't hove.
would be

against
my thigh.
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DURING THE 2010 WINTER GAMES, ALL
OF MY ATTENTION WAS FOCUSED ON:

FIGURE "
SKATER

OHNNY
J-(AJE IR_

I was
entranced.

tatented athletes to wear gli-tter_/
I've ever

Vil
LNV

He is one of the wmost And he makes me want

So wait —
W"‘H are we

19




Also P{nK ribbons
ond black la,c,e,/

I'm goir\g
to be
Johnny Weir

for Halloween !

I handsewed

(with Phoebe’s help) &

Phoebe dyed
My hair for
the first
time

a replica outfit ’

We watched his
entire reab‘f_g

TV Show
to_gethef

And,

(ater, we
read his




THE CLEAREST METAPHOR

[ HAD FOR MY OWN GENDER (DENTITY

IN COLLEGE WAS THE IMAGE OF

A HUGE WEIGHT HAD "' /4 SCALE
BEEN PLACED ON ONE

,b
SIDE, WITHOUT MY & ’/
PERMISSION. I WAS
CONSTANTLY
TRYING TO ‘

WEIGH /l
LPOWN [

THE

B ey
5 B0

/|

Do
©

SIDE.

f

B

BUT THE END GOAL
WASN’T MASCULINIT Y-
THE GOAL WAS

PALANCE.




DRESSING UP AS A MALE CHARACTER LET ME
PLAY WITH THE IDEA OF HOW I WOULD CHOOSE
TO PRESENT MYSELF IF THE WEIGHT OF
ASSIGNED SEX

HAD BEEN
PLACED ON
THE OTHER

been born a. bo
() I would play J

with this Stuff
EVERY DAY/




[ was 21
when I wore this

costume. I
felt more

I had to be
Johnny Weir
on Wheels "

because I cannot ice skate to save my [ife.
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REALITY REINSERTED [TSELF,

Maia? You con
come in.

/) Your doctor will be here in
o few minutes, please remove
p







‘ ./I thi our 1irst popsmear exam 7
ﬁHﬁchere s this your first p © A

v

et me osk you a few
cl!uestfons first. Do you

rink ?

\‘&__J
5

@o you Smoke (

QJ You exercise
reguLarLg ?

@k

m& li

Hove you ever been

r'Eexuaug active ?

\l_,/
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So, what ['l be doing teday is opening yYour
Vaginal canal with o speculum, then collectin
Jjust o little sample of cells. Ma.inlj we c;n.r'ef3
screening for Cervical Cancer-
Do you hove ony questions 7

Is there
o. physical
attribute of
my body, like
on over-Large
clitoris
or Something,
that moakes
me feel Lke

I should have
o- penis ?

turned on
by 9ay
sex




Alright, I'm going to warm
this up with my hands, but
the lubricont is going

Could you lay bock and put your

g feet in the stirrups 7 W

WHAT T EXPERIENCED
NEXT WAS 45 SECONDS
OF THE MOST
EXCRUCIATING

PAIN OF

My LIFE.
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=
N

AT THE REALIZATION THAT THINGS CAN

60 NSIDF MY BDY



OF COURSE I ALREADY
KNEW THIS FACT INTELLECTUALLY;

embodied

KNOWLEDGE 1S
AN ENTIRELY

DIFFERENT
MATTER.

WHAT MY BoDY
ToLD ME WAS THAT THIS
INTRUS\ON OF THE OUTSIDE
WORLD INTO MY INTERNAL PHYSICAL
BEING WAS WRONG ON A LEVEL
Too DEEP FOR WORDS.
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SPECIFICALLY
REMEMBER GETTING
DRESSED OR LEAVING THE
APPOINTMENT. 1 DO REMEMBER
THAT AS S0ON AS I GOT BACK TO MY CAR. T

BURST INTO TEARS AND CRIED FOR HALF AN HOUR.

AFTER THAT
I FELT Too SHARY

SO0 1 SAT AND
READ UNTIL 1 FINISHED I\T.




A
i' yl 4 IFI COULD
HAVE REMOVED

“ THE VAGINA OUT
OF MY BODY AFTER

THAT EXPERIENCE

T. WOULD HAVE.

IN LIEU OF THAT,
I PROMISED MYSELF s
THAT NOTHING
WOULD ENTER IT

/’

]

80




AFTER GRADUATING FROM
COLLEGE, I TRIED T0 STAY
IN TOUCH WITH SOME

OF MY FELLOW
ART MATORS
BY GETTING
TOGETHER
WITH THEM

ONCE A MONTH.

i

<=

Hey Maia, can 1
ask You Kind (
of a persona

question 7 -

r s r r 7

/

7 77 7 7Lt

e
P

&>
£

Are you 3a_cj?

L WAS SURPRISED BECAUSE I THOUGHT I'D BEEN
OUT IN COLLEGE. I'D MADE A POINT OF POSTING

ABOUT IT ON FACEBOOK EVERY YEAR ON NATIONAL
COMING ouT DAY, AND I WeNT TO PRIDE (N
THE CITY, I GUESS SOME PEOPLE MISSED THE MEMO.

CBI, actually.

@

\f,(@
2N

1




My gaydar is so bad. And we're only 16
. Y
Before my (ittle brother 11 /¢ apart —almost

like twins/

came out to me 1 had
NO CLUE he was
/

99y -

7= [ Can you imagine being bi ? What if we
! were both just as crazy about girls as

——Qe are about bo\gs ?

I'd bet I'm less than half as | | Lol, maybe not
interested in boys and girls w
combined than you are in

_, 3

boys alone-




NHEN I WAS 14 0R 50 I TOLD A CLOSE FRIEND

CI ‘thmk I'm aSexuol

~

ﬁ

You can't be,
I've seen 3ou
lust o-Fter people- (S

But not very
often and 1

don't enjoﬁ it.

LL

_J

I REMEMBER MY FIRST YEAR AT SF PRIDE
THINKING THAT THE ASEXUAL GRoup HAD

THE BEST7T S/IGNS.

N Ur—




ALISON BECHDEL WRITES /N FUN HOME
ABOUT DISCOVERING MASTURBATION SOON
AFTER HER FIRST PERIOD (PAGE 170).

\|ILAS AN

I DIDN'T KNOW THEN
THAT THERE WAS A
WORD FOR THE QDDLY

GRATIFYING MOTION OF

ROCKING BACK AND

9: FORTH IN MY CHAIR AS
T DREW AT MY DESK.

I DISCOVERED IT AT AROUND THE SAME AGE,
FOLLOWED BY THE FURTHER REALIZATION THAT MY
ABILITY TO BECOME AROUSED WAS GOVERNED BY
A STRICT LAW OF DIMINISHING RETURNS.

? ) ) 4 v An elaborate
1 fontasy based
on p(a{o’s

Jymposium.

THE MORE I HAD TO INTERACT WITH MY GENITALS
THE LESS LIKELY I WAS TO REACH A POINT OF ANY
SATISFACTION. THE BEST FANTASY wAS ONE THAT

DIDN'T REQUIRE ANY PHYSICAL TOUCH AT ALL.
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er alwoys thought [
had a -Fm'rhj vivid
:'magination-—

This led to the first
time I gave up
wank;ns.

But around age 16 I felt like I'd
run through litemllj every sexual
fontosy. U'd used up all
of my

materal.

—

2005

___—-—-—'—1 .
Jon | Feb |Mar | April

e

Moy | Jun July | Aug

&%:C Nov

—

Dec

(J= months with no

— |

wanking (HeS,I Kept track)

In 2005, this hiatus was

please) I had two wore
unintentional
hiatuses

in College.

intentional. But (next slide

Jan |Feb | Mar |April
/ May |Tun | July | Aug
_Szp‘t Oct | Nov | Dec
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I had no idea what to
make of this annual

pattern of asexuotitg.

Was it a hormone
imbalance ?

Was my bedy operating

on o. seasonal Sexual

Obviously, I was WAY
TOO EMBARRASSED

to ask anyone about
this.

Eventually I got tired
of thinking about it and
I Jjust stopped Keeping




IN 2013, I DISCOVERED
ERIKA MOEN'S WEBCOMIC OH JoY
SEX TOY. IN A CoMic FROM NOVEMBER

OF THAT YEAR SHE TALKS ABOUT THE
FIRST SEX Toy SHE EVER PURCHASED

Xk gf)lO BULLET I//bj?
MOEN

WR/TE S:

/rst' orgasm 1S Stil
one of my most wwd lovely experiences.
It was the first time I ever Ioved my body-”

tt

I guess T Should
get one of these
and try it/

The way she talks about
orgasms makes me
wonder if actuo.l(g
I've ... never.

had one -
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I

=
5]

]

L remember leaning n
my bedroom doorway,
'.mo.gining how good this
vibrator was going to

make wme feel.

L GOT7T
W

OFF
by pressinj
the front
of my
Jeans,
the
unopened
box in
my

hand .

BUT WHEN
THE TIME
CAME TO
ACTUALLY
TURN |IT
ON ...

' try the lowest
setting © That’s
what Erika used




I guess L
Just press it
down there ..

O

This feels

I dont think
I like this.

ra
z O~z
7 z
g

Z
2 € /
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L

That was |

not for me.

—




A LITTLE WHILE LATER

So I bought
this vibrotor—

)

(Well, it's not

that excitinﬂ
O because I don't
0o/ o
realla Like it-

I only used it once for; like,

a minute, then T washed

it super well. I'm not going 0 you want it’¢
to use it ogal'n but I'd —

feel bad ’chrowins i

awmé...




BACK WHEN FB FIRST ADDED MORE GENDER OPTIONS

Wow, there are
so many !

CISGENDER
PANGENDER

NoN-BIN
TRANSZ ARY

Should T

Choose one .

|

Wh_q iS my heart

pounding ? No one cares

w

@)

143




IN JUNE 2014, I CELEBRATED TEN
VEARS OF KEEPING My BOOK LIST BY
DPRAWING
A SHORT
COMIC
ABOUT
/T

It featured Statistics about my decade of read:'nj:

Tty 102 £ sierc ficti
YE ARS t—H'HOQf'ﬂfo

I RE A D Nonfiction
Biographies
jz’ 7 @ Classics
M i
/ X 76‘/' ysteries
5 OOK S . Poefrj
X essays
225 1 Total
Total
5
175 +
1507 132 Total
125 A 117 Total Comics
100 J'
L Books
50
50 -

25 L

2006 200% 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

144



MOST READ MOST READ
WESTERN AUTHORS* MANGA ¥ MANHWA AUTHORS

Neil Gaiman, 3% books readJ % These |CLAMP (a collective of four peopie) — 77 booksj

Terry Pratchett, 36 books | nuvlvlzers Kosuke Fujishima, 24 |-0h My Goddess!
incluge

Tamora. Pierce, 28 | re-reads |Rumiko TaKahashi, Z’LJ -Ranma Y2, Tnuyasha
Lois McMaster Bujold, 26 | pefuppy,  |Masashi Kishimoto |15 - Naruto
Mercedes ankeg,il 2004 -2014 Hiromu Arakawa | l4— Fullmetal Alchemist
JK. Rowling, 1# | I read most of |k - W. Juliet
R 9 the Harry potter uro- - Juu
Holly BlacK, 16_] b.Ye?(lesé‘ '{(g:‘w;:loe & Maki MuraKami | |2 - Gravitation
JRR Tolkien, 14 6\ %0 sf.mes 3722; Higuchi Tachibana| {2~ Gakuen Alice
RagerZeIa'sz,B The Hobbit % Choi Kyung=-Ah | 12— Snow Drop
[UK-Le Guin, 12 |  the LOTR Trilogy read |Kiyohiko Azuma |12~ Yotsubo& !,

three times each Alumangﬂ Daioh

THIS COMIC WAS VERY
WARMLY RECIEVED BY
BOOK LOVERS, TEACHERS,
AND LIBRARIANS, BUT

I REMEMBER THINKING:

This s definitely the The only thing T feel
(ast autobiographicod comfortable with
comic I will ever
write.

Strangers Knowin9

about me is
what 1 —____—LI_LI!!!l_I_l_
III||I|IIIII|'—--

read /

el
Bt 5
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NOT LONG AFTERTHIS, I HAD A CONVERSATION
ABOUT THE WORD “CISGENDER" WITH A CIS,
STRAIGHT, MALE FRIEND FROM HIGH SCHOOL.

I feel lke this word just
came out of nowhere. 1'd
never Seen it before o
month ago. Now it's in all
of these onlne

spaces.

Y
N4

And if you don't Know

what it wmeans, people call
you an aSshole.

Tt's not ha.rd to ook
up the mea.nma of a
word. Gogg(e rk’

Yeah, but lkKe — well, do
You |den't|‘F3 as c.|89ender?

reallg
‘//

<«

</

IT WAS THE FIRST TIME I HAD SAID THAT our Loup.
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Do you feel sod that you
weren’t born with a dick @

Lol,
Sometimes.

NATURALLY I RELAYED THIS WHOLE EXCHANGE
70 ANOTHER (QUEER, FEMALE) FRIEND.

.. and then I guess I ended up coming out to
him, Completely by accident/ T Just said it.

Kind of like how You've
JLIS'l: said it to me ﬁSht now?
N3

i."'l ‘,t.«’
Um— yeah, pretty much / ‘:.'; ’o

Y "
’ v v [N IR C) L
‘.'&, ‘?.!Q__»‘S\ ()" i




I DECIDED TO TALK ToO MY MOM ABOUT IT.

I know I told you ages ago that I am bi but T

think now that I’m probably gendercl‘ueer too?

What do 5 \H
gou mean !

S R

Welt- I'm Still Sorting out
what it means and how

to explain it.

But — like I've never felt
female, or identified with

SpeciFic&llg things (ike—
having breasts or having

No one likes hauing
their period.

I mean —
I Know—




But [ feel it goes deeper than that for me 7 M9
whole (ife Ive wished for & magical way to

switch between 3enders.

you could be
male >

Sometimes !

It's more about NOT
being female than
BEING wmale.

\

\C

Sort of, but not exactly.

You don't have to be
super-feminine to be a

But Ulke.. - You don't hate
hav:ng a vagina,

do 3OU?

149

No, of course not-.
I hope you dont
hate your bodg




No, I don't hate my body.
I don't have chronic
pain or any of the
other health Issues
SO man9 of
my friends
deal with.

The waojority of my

body is great. There
ace just ... o few bits
I dor't Llike.

reproductive sSystem, that

[ —

For example, if I could just remove my entire
would be ideal.

L/hhg, I've told you
A HUNDRED TIMES,
I am NEVER havinj
children /

I wish you wouldn't
Say +that. You'd be
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the kid for taking up all of my time

No I wouldn't / 1'd be constantly res@
/

I'm WAY
too selfish for

Parentin_g /

151

Plus, the thought of growing a
parasite being inside my
own body makes me Wwant

L want You to know I never
thought of You as o parasite
whie I was pregnant.

Oh-
Uh, 3ood_/




A FEW DAYS BEFORE THE START OF

OUR SECONP YEAR OF GRAD SCHooL (TULY 20M),
ASHLEY R. GUILLORY CALLED WITH AN

IMPORTANT QUESTI|ON:

Is it okay if I bring & Yeah dude ! You know I'm
One Direction poster for puttin_g up all Kinds of




The music started | | I started to be | | Then we watched
to infuse our able to rec::gm’:a the documentary .
work Sessions... the écy s in j

tumblr posts...




FOLIR

NE DIRECTION

&

» =
v
oy

Q. famflg
hea.lth
Crisis;

N

A\

L
O A '
) B

-

the Slow, painful endin
of my oldest and dearest

friendship ; ; ;

and my last

; Year of grad Schaol.
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LIKE MANY BEFORE ME, I POURED ALL OF
MYy FEELINGS INTO WRITING

In my story all of
the 1D bqys are lusting
after each other and it is




BuT WHEN THE TIME CAME T0O
GIVE MY ANGSTY CHARACTERS A BREAK,

ANO FINA LLY LET THEM MAKE OUT,
I RAN INTO A SMALL PROBLEM ...

T... dont Know
how to write about

T need to make out
with Someone.

For
research.

I have o very strict| |Where do I find But I don't
policy of never o stran_ger who will hove @ Smort
making out with make out with me? v hone
my friends, So it Tinder 7 P
will have to be ) ,
a Sstranger. HJ Il ask

Phoebe

about

G ¢
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Dude. Just upgrade
your Phone. T'm
sure it's been more
than two Years.

L

It's only four /

T have ...
never upgraded.

2]

)’ag.’ Will you also
hel.p me Set up &
Tinder profl'le

NOTE:
I didn’t get my
first phone or my
driver’s license
until I was 21
and a senior
in undergrad.

You are still usin3
your first phone ?
How old 5 it,

S
Al

I om taking you

to the Verizon
Store tomorrow -

-

57

T need to make
out with Someone

soon, for the
foanfiction.

=

\\
-
¥




10 PUT THIS COMMITMENT T0
RESEARCH INTO PERSPECTIVE —

OTHER THINGS I DID IN SERVICE OF MY FIC [NCLUDE:

Watched 10 hours
of live college
modern dance
performances.

I ALSO SCROLLED THROUGH MANY “YES/NO/MAYBE"

101

Several days
dn'w'n_g around
San Francisco
Scou{:ing
locations.

|

Toured the SF
Armory, which
at the time
housed the
f:'lmfnj
StudioS of
KINK.Com.

LISTS ONLINE, TRYING TO DECIDE IF My SHIPS WERE
SEXUALLY COMPATIBLE (AS You DO). ONE DAY
[ FOUND THIS KINK DEFINED ON WIKIPEDIA :

AUTOANDROPHILIA:

Refers to a person
assigned female at
birth who 1S Sexuall
aroused at the thought
or image of having
male genitalia or
being a man.

a word for thot.

——

Wow. T never
Knew there was

me.

o
o
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I hed wit

S womern ?@ %)
I W of

them @ first .(i‘«) @
message.

Four of them responded.

Two of those responses
developed into conversations.

I asked if they wanted to meet in
person, and they both Said yes

SO I PICKED A TIME TO MEET

CANDIDATE V.

She had come off as Shy in our

messages. I tried to get a sense
of her hobbies, interests, and

hNES

aspirations but she seemed
hesitant to reveal them.
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Candidate
)/ arrived
30 minutes
late-

I waited It soon became clear
because it that every activity
was my in her life revolved
first ever oround alcohol.
date.

Her dream was to get |
her bartending license.

< 5

Her hobby was drinking
blackout multiple times per week.

to

<

The reason she
was late was
that she had
totalled her car
the night before.

And so, Within 45 minutes
had to it seemed clear
walk to that we had
P/ the coffee NOTHING IN
Shop. COMMON .

<

Which didn't Stop her from asking
if I wanted to 9o back to her place.

Maybe
she just wanted
o ride back to

her apartment.
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SINCE THAT LPATE CONSTITUTED 100 7%
OF MY DATING EXPERIENMCE, T WAS MORE
THAN A LITTLE NERVOUS FOR My

MEETING WITHC; . ﬁé A Z)

I NEEDN’T
HAVE BEEN.
SHE WAS

A M/IZQ%.
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Vou are wmuch cuter than é:r %x
your pictures Showed

Oé) &) V o Gjas thmklng that too
Thank you
for saying

it first.

Forget research,
1 want to make

out with her for

Te planned a second date.
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In the interest of transparency,
you Should Know I'm 25 years old
ond I've never had Sex.

I haven't kissed anyone
since elementary school.

My main KinK iS5
autoandraophilio.
) )

G)enetratu'on iS a HARD NO for @/
C /

And T'm weirdly
grossed out by Some bodilg
fluids, so, unfortunately,
I probably wouldn't feel
comfortable going
down on you...




If literally
any of that is
o. deal-breoker
for you, I will
completely
understand.

If you want
to0 bow out at the

end of this date
because of ... any
reason 1 won't be

offended.
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There’s ac’cual(-j
Some'thin_g I
Should tell

Oh _yeah?
what'’s that ™

[T decided to stop shaving my pubic hair and
legs because— well, T've been doing it for, like, 10

Years, and I don't want to anymore.

But all my hair is
kind of half grown

n r‘ight now-

165

Hopefully
that's not too
gross for 9ou?




Thot's no big deal.
I have literally ALL
of the hair on every

part of my body.

Have you ever shaved
your pubic hair ?

always thoush't
of it as Laz\g---
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FAST-FORWARD : WEVE BEEN

LPATING FOR TWO MONTHS.
WE'VE MADE OUT, WE'VE HAD SEX, WE'VE
MOVED ON TO SEXTING AT LWIORK.

I got o new strap-on
harness today WELCOME TO
THE LIBRARY

I con't wait to put it
on you it will it my
favorite dildo perfectly

You are going to Look
SO HOT

I can't wait to have )
your COCK in my
mouth— I'm going
to give you the blow
Job of your life

/A //

then T want you
inside me

This s the most
turned on T’ve ever

been in my [(ife.I am




rLe’c'S try Something else.J-

S

Q{:I :

Course.
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Every‘ching we did tod05
was o good experience.

But now that T've had sex a few times,
T'm not sure I really need ony maore 7P
Tf_gl'ng to get off in front of

someone S Kind of weird.

I think when L
do orgosm, its not
becouse of My body

but in spite of it.




A FEW DAYS LATER

T think the fact that
I don't see myself as,
or underStand myse\f as,
a female
person

But that most of the
people I interact
with do -..

-+15 actually damaging
oll of my relationsShips,
even ones with ‘Famllj

and friends.

Sex just throws this
into high relief

becouse t involves

contoct with 9enitals.

=t
/
/ 4
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This whole dating I don't
thing IS rnakin9 me think I want
more ond more to do it

confused and (ess
and (ess happ_g.

Gl’\ﬂ more.

SO WHEN SHE TOLD ME:

I'm startinﬂ to get
a real crush on Yyou.

T'm really sorry but T need
to stop dating for a while.
I have too much gender Stuff

to figure out first;/




I CAN'T REMEMBER
WHEN T FIRST
STARTED SEEING
PRONOUNS LISTED
ON PEOPLE'S
PROFILES ON
TUMBLR—
2015 °

EARLIERT?

BUT THE FIRST PERSON I REMEMBER
GETTING TO ANow WHO USES THEY/THEM

PRONOUNS WAS ONE OF MY CCA TEACHERS.

N g@n MELANIE
< o) & GILLMAN

& > QO [/ peiitimdings

S
T/ie_g are:
~ A Comics
professor
—Author of
AS The Crow Flies

—An all—around
excellent person

MY CLASSMATES AND I WERE DETERMINED
NOT TO MISGENDER THEM BUT WE MADE

FREQUENT MISTAKES.
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What did

was due
‘toda‘nj

I
WouLD
CORRECT

PEOPLE

Melanie soy

P&

PRONOUN

_ sSaid to turn in
our business cards.

REDACTED:
L_NCORRECT

YOU mean, 'I:hey SaJd)

£

ONLY TO TURN AROUND AND MAKE THE
EXACT SAME MISTAKE 30 SECONDS LATER.

What's due to Me(oniey

REDACTED
s said the
business cards.

Qou mean , they s@

%

‘\%1
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LEARNING 70O USE NEW WORDS IS HARD
AT FIRST. BUT I PRACTICED ALL SEMESTER.

They teach our class.

They are nonbinar
Theg draw comics.

They make good PowerPoaints. )O

They [ike Kayaking. :
@

They wear cool earrings.

Y 3,

, €
I 47

\

SOME- tha’c‘s due to Melanie on Monda‘lj'_id

WHERE They want our
ALONG website graphics.
TH5
WA
c

CLICKED.
So I was on his blog last weekg

Actually, Rob uses
they / them “pronouns now. AND |T

Do they? That's cool. BECAME
Right, so [ was on their blog-.. EASY
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AT THANKSGIVING IN 2015 MY SISTER
BROUGHT HER NEW BOYFRIEND TO STAY wWITH
ME AND MY PARENTS FOR THE FIRST TIME.

AMILA COORAY

He is:
~An engineer at JPL

—Quwner of many
Hawaian Shirts

~A lover of camping
and dogs

AMILA IS THE FIRST PERSON I'VE WATCHED

TAKE TESTOSTERONE. z

So your period Months ago.
Stopped— 7

Wow-
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So, why do you identify as nonbinary
rather than as a trans man 7

Because really,
I want people
to be confused
about my gender
at all times.

I don't I dort want
want o beard, MORE cendered
and I don't —_— 9

traits, I

Want my
voice to want LESS.

Change.

J’f T magically makes you grow a dick though...

Q’u let you knoy
> )/
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A FEW MONTHS AFTER BREAKING UP
WITH Z, I PONDERED REOPENING TINDER.

I don't regret trying out the
whole dafing/romance t“"'19
because now I have Some
context for what

people talk
about all
the time.

Honestl5 ?

But I never figured out
how to end my

fanfiction.

Do I want to try out

romantic emotional

Commitment with
someone

else P
G

S
\g'




He /S/I@y- would you
Please write all of the sex
scenes for my fic?
Obviously I'd credit You
as a co-author an AO3
and owe You
eternal
gratitude.

I have been\
WAITI NG/

for you to ask.

I have several thousand
words written already,
I'm emailing them
1o You now.

OMG/! T am SO

excited to read them,
thank you, thank you/

-

Ah, perfect.
Problem solved.

DELETE
TINDER?
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walking out of
o narrow alley

It

was
like

r

-

into a wide open field.

\—\—_

i

BRI o E

1 never

married.

t"'(f/' '/‘-
2 y S0
j
have to get

ﬁ never have

to date

rl don't ¢.=.uemﬁ

have to care
obout Sex. i

THESE REALIZATIONS WERE LIKE GIFTS
THAT [ GAVE TO MYSELF.
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ﬂ
There is a photo

of me at about age
four posing with

o Kitten — unaware
or uncaring that
my mermaid

undies are also

on d:'s;)lcy.

By first grade, I had
switched from ‘fgir/ »
underwear to Soft
Cotton Shorts.

and
My mom boughi'
called these them for
“bike Shorts” me without

comment.
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WHEN I STARTED MY PERIOD, I QUICKLY
REALIZED THAT PADS AND SHORTS WERE

NO7 COMPATIBLE.

/4

u Which six pack
= = N—7=( do I hate the &
(east ...
= [ ]
' NelElER
— = o ) ) i - =
e W oY AL, o g

VERY RELUCTANTLY I RETURNED TO
THE “GIRLS SECTION.”
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[ BOUGHT ESSENTIALLY

THE EXACT SAME ONES FOR 75 YEAAS.

Id pull out

,D:'nk & purple
pairs and
jiue them

Zo ,D/noebe

the imevitable @®

P,

Keeping
only
The
dark,

neutral

Where are
You, Hanes
Cotton biKini

cut six

Tt's—
not here ?
()
(@]
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W

Theg don't have any of my
plain underwear |
Everything has
L ACE on it/
WHAT DO

T DO.

el Do you want I Wait, is th £ )
H P to look in the I\Eiptio:? will :

boys’ section 7 ar\g‘thfﬂg fit me!

Amila gets
his there.
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These have These have These have
dinosaurs / spaceships! | | COMICS

We'll rip open a pacK in
the dressins room ond Yyou
can try them
on over
your other
underwear,

But will 'they
fit me?
will I be
Comfortable ©




So, how do
thej feel ?

E
NN

NN

When I got home, it

Seemed like a small
miracle :

g7 pa:'r-,;' o’C

underwear in a pack

and NOT OME OF

them was pink.

185

U\Jhy did I waste so

many Years buy'mg
underwear that I

hated ? T could hove
been wearing
nerd3

cute
briefs this
whole time .




/ How would I help support a

_tjoun_g person who came to me

with the same feelings I
hove about gender ?

Reading The Gender —>
Creatve Child by

Diwane Ehrensaft

Obviously I would If the kid hadn't hit
listen and believe them. Puberty yet, T'd say
I'd ask if they wanted try hormone blockers,

to do Some but it's too late
level of Social
transition.

<

I already have Short
hair, and I've been
wearing non-gender-
specific clothes

I don't want to Change
my name, but T like

the idea of Chmginj
Pronouns.




Female pronouns
feel less and less accurate
(Otel‘lj when I heor them
used for me.

But what would feel accurate ?
He/Him /His? Theg/them/t’heirs ?
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I FIRST MET JAINA BEE AT GALEN’S
FAMILY'S ANNUAL NEW YEAR'S EVE
PARTY IN 2003 WHEN T WAS 14.

TJAINA BEE
o E (s:

~ A writer & zine maker,
a collector of ephemera
—Ouwner of on art house
in SF, “Granny's University
of the Ima_g;natt'on »
—The first person T ever
met who'd won NaNoWriMo

What S > National Novel

NaNo Wri Mo Writing Month !
You 7 to write

a Whole 50,000
word booK in

Just 30 days.

WHAAAT? 0,000 worp
Youve done that ? I?‘ ONE MONTH./S;




JAINA AND I LOST TOUCH WITH EACH
OTHER AND ONLY RECONNECTED AT
THE NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY IN 2015.

What have you

J
i?_.‘) I've been

been up to $i2Y) ordained
for the past as o pagan
decade 7 4= Nn S priestx /

= [ u\\B

And 1 identify

as nonbinary

wow, me too ./

Tell we y

For me, female presentation has always been o. per—
formance. A fun performance, with sequins, 9iitter,
and wild hair. But fof o lot of mg “fe, T've
felt like a drag queen in a female body.

Thot makes
perfect
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I've been thinking about

Switchin_g to they/them
pronouns but for Some
reason that
doesn't feel
%ui’ce r‘:ﬂht .

What
pronouns

do you

1 use the Spivak pronouns 7o oo
e, em, eir, as in “Ask °
em what €
waonts in

I LOVE those pronouns /
I just got the biggest

tingle down My spine-

That
was W\lj

reoction
too!
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ASKing people to Start

usin_g new pronouns for
me Seems like Such a
huge, re%uest

'though- .-

I know people will mess
up, and then what do 1
do ? If I correct Some-
one, will they get mad ?

@‘ !9

§50

1'd love to use these
pronouns but T don't

want to inconvenience

So instead of askKin
to do Something to~ make

you feel more comfortable,
You'd rather just feel a
(ittle uncomfortable
all the time?

people

ou'd rather internalize
ond carry that discomfort
every time someone who
loves you misgenders you?

191

Well, when you

put it that
WQH ces




AS I PONDERED A PRONOUN CHANGE,

I BEGAN TO THINK OF GENDER LESS AS
A SCALE AND MORE AS A LANDSCAPE.
= a

Some people are born in the mountains,
while others are born by the Sea. Some
people are happy to live in the place they

were born, while others must Make a
_journey to reach the climate

in which l‘hey can
flourish and grow.

That /s where I )

@etwem the ocean
want to make

and the mountains

5 a wild &3




e

Does anyone want to trade brick for wheat 7 )

\k M9 aunt Shari, who

my closest-

came out as

o lesbian
feminist
before T

wos
born

You two think would happen

T hanks. Umm. So. What do

if I asked the familg to use
different pronouns for me 7
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What pronouns
would You want ?

My favorite are eem,eir
but I realize those Sound

—

N N

like made-up words).)y

Everyone in this family loves and supports you, So

| I'm sure they will give it their best eFfoLt/

But we
will also

mess up
o. lot-

\

What's more important:
people changing the
words they
use for
you,

or changing how they
think about yo&

(
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If people could just switch | |But the only way I can
to thinking of me as gender| [think of to initiate o
nonbinary that would switch in thinking is
be amazing. to start with
o Switch

If you ask me to start
using new pronouns for You,
of course I will.

But I'd like You to
explain why. Right now
1 don't understand
and T'm going to keep
osKing until T do.

Whoat if I'm never able
to explain, but 1 can
tell you that it would

mokKe we
haPPﬂ.

195

Would that be
reason enougl'\ 7




Vour happiness is
very important to me.
But I have a hard time
Seeing this trend of FTM
trans and genderqueer
Young people as Some-
thing other thoan o

Kind of miso\gljna.

A
deeply
internalized

hatred of
women.

I don't— I don't Know how to
explain thot that's not what it is.
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THIS COMVERSATION LASTED
UNTIL PAST 1AM. WHEN T WAS
FINALLY GETTING READY TO GO

Are you sure you don't want Well, I know you
to Stay here 7 T'd rather You

e rown
didn't drive so late. are a g

Er- I mean—
you are o

SFOWY'I—U P
Pers on.

SOI’T 3 ./

That went pretty well.
But there were o lot of
points I never finished
making. Will I ever feel
like I've completely

explained myself ? o°

1)
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AT HOME [ TOSSED AND TURNED
OVER SHARIS MISOGYNY COMMENT.

Our Socie’ctj's

treatment of
women s

SO ToXIC.

BUT NO,
I Know that
isn't true !

I've spent my
whole life not
-Feelins male
OR female.

Hove 1 Just

been brain-—
washed into

ha’cins parts

of myself /4

I've
always
wanted o




BUur wHY AM L LIKE THIS P77
SOMETIMES I FEEL LIKE MY SEXUALITY

IS BROKEN
AND My GENDER

'S GROKEIV.

Y

I feel like there are all these wires in my
brain which were Supposed to Connect

BOPY to GENDER [DENTITY y
and SEXUALIT Y A=

bLut they've all been twisted into o

HUGE SNARLED MESS.



I CONFIDED THESE FEELINGS 70 A
LONG-DISTANCE FRIEND.

Sometimes I feel like My brain is
o machine built bg someone who
lost the instruction manual.

— Maio.

I feel that way sometimes too.
You Should check out a book
that my aunt wrote, called
Touching o Nerve: Self as
< -

Brain. When L read it I was

facinated and weirdly
relieved— hope you will
be too.

—Marian

IS AN ANALYTICAL PHILOSOPHER
NOTED FOR HER INVENTION OF
NEUROPHILOSOPHY . HER
CREDENTIALS INCLUDE :
*PROFESSOR EMERITUS AT
UC SAN DIEGO
«ADTUNCT PROFESSOR AT
SALK INSTITUTE OF
BIOLOGICAL STUDIES
*RECIPIENT OF A
MACARTHUR FELLOWSHIP
FELLOW OF THE
AMERICAN ACADEMY

OF ARTS & SCIENCES
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IN 2013 SHE PUBLISHED

TOUCHING A NERVE

TO uchin 8 WHICH EXPLORES THE
(UESTIONS:

PATRICIA S. CHURCHLAND

THE SELF AS BRAIN

Where in the
a N erve physical Structures 0f

“ the brain are morality,

empathy, aggression, free
fos

will and identit9 based 7
READING CHURCHLAND 1S LIKE LISTENING
70 AN ENGAGING UNIVERSITY LECTURE.

Normally, when a sperm fertilizes an
egg, the re.5ultin3 human conceptus

has 23 pairs of Chromosomes
{---1 either XX (genetic female
J female) HoweVER :

;f XY (genetic male). 1 in 650 born with XXY
HURCHLAND, Pg-132 (Klinefelter syndrome)
Lin 000 born with XYy
in 5,000 born with s, X
.( Turner Sy”dfOMe)
L in 20,000 born with xyyy

201



In the earla stages of development, the sex organs
(gonads) of the fetus are neutral, but during the second
month of fetal development, genes on the Yy chromosome

produce proteins that transform the neutral gonads
into male testes. Absent this action, the gonads grow

into ovaries. [...] Testosterone produced by the
fetal testes is released into the bloodstream

and enters the _growin3 brac'nJ

CHURCHLAND, 132

Small but important Par‘adoxical though it
correction: once it passes may Seem, estradiol, o
from the blood into the female hormone, is crucial
brain, some testosterone is to the Mascuun.‘ziﬂs

transformed by an enzyf% development .

into a. more potent Bioto '
androgen, dihydrotestos— ; nnsg
terone. And some of that 'ltJh %

— o

is changed into estradiol,
whiCh goes on to
masculinize
the brain.

UUO& .

CHURCHLAND,

134

CHURCHLAND,
134




Finallg, the masculinizing
of the gonads (maKinS
testes, penis, and

prostate) OCCUrsS <
before the masculinizirg
of the brain.

CHuRCHLAND)ﬁb

a female brain.
e —
URCHLAND, 137

Sometimes the maSCulEnizinj
of the brain does not
follow the typical path
and may be incomplete in
various ways. You could
have male genitalia and




Once we know Something about the many factors,
genetic and otherwise, that can alter the

degree to which @ brain is masculinized,
it is a little easier to grasp a
biological explanation for
how a person mi_ght feel
o disconnect between
his or hersonads and
his or her gender
identita.

0
CHURCHLAND)» 1"

A huge port of /rSo L ody \\

Who I am 1S

due to the Suite ('itsta- u}aswas
of hormones and || ™9 .
born this

neurochemicals
present in the w
womb 4aS m
cells developed. >
O

O
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IN THE SUMMER OF 2016, I TABLED AT THE
QUEER COMICS EXPO IN SAN FRANCISCO.

This is probably 1 just have to
the safest place in A figure out how
@)

the entire world 9 to bring it
to debut new 7 O - up---

o

Pronouns. o

D—_‘": s s

iy
)= J[=170

FOUND SCOUT TRAN'S PRONOUN

=\

LATER,

I
PATCHES AT THE DEGENDERETTE BOOTH.

What kind of
Joir\t would this
be if we didn't

Stock the
rare ones ?




I HAD TO SIT WITH THE PATCH
IN My HAND FOR 20 MINUTES
BEFORE I WAS ABLE TO PUT IT ON.

N o BY QUEER cqp 7
o u, DIRECT, N/?ra% .

Why s this

oo
IFFICULT 7 RO 2
SO DIFFICULT ¢ SU?\ \{;\

Maia. is the
QUEEN of
Cross- hatchins .

Say Something, // How do I \'\ Well, now it's

Sa9 scf“eth;ns' COT(‘EC!: SOMeor\e‘S too late ar\gu\!ag,
compliment with-1 |the conversation

Say Something / ;
w out Sounding like | has moved on.
= an asshole ??? \OJ/

)




SHORTLY AFTER, AT AN ART OPENING:

Do you Know Maua 7 She graduated in 2015)

A g E graduoted.
I was trging

to network Someone
with I Knew m

J/ unde rad
j underg

@' Neaftns my

pronoun
pa-tch

Courage,
appaurentty.

207




I FOUND MYSELF TURNING TO
METAPHORS OF MILD PHYSICAL
FAIN AS I TRIED TO ARTICULATE
WHY I WANTED NEW PRONOUNS.

Switch{ng isn't €asy,
but please try.

Female pronouns didn’'t bother me when I was
Younger, but now they do. I know

Getting called “She* feels

like discouerins o
rock Stuck
in my ' '

Shoe.
Lo

| Or ge-t'l:fns scratched by
the tag

at the boack

A SMALL

SPIKE OF
SOLVABLE
DISCOMFORT.

& Where
ocre the
5CiSSors ?

\X /7
(




ALSO N 2016, ASHLEY AND I WERE
INVITED TO SIGN AT A PUBLISHER'S

BOOTH AT COMIC CON FOR THE FIRST TIME.
B

\

You ladies are Imi?sing Oh no, T didn't tell
Your nametags ! T'll get

them for you /

them angthi ng about

Here you go ! Umm... thank you.-.

_/
Sag Some'thins, T
Say Something 4 '
7 &x\
C > @
NS
=K - |
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IT HAPPENED AGAIN.

Do You % need angthn'% Why didn't I
Say somethin
the first time 7/

/

IT HAPPENED A THIRD TIME.

So 9lad You Ladjes could Will I ever be
be here / ~ able to stand up

for myself 7

\ \“LadfeS.” /

\_’/
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whg didn’t At first it

You Say was because

anything 7 I didn't
woant to

seem
rude.

And then, after | | This always happens /
I didn't speak I just freeze and I

up the first time, con't make myself

if felt like I'd speak up /
given up My
right to. sy
angthmj.

MoKe

o comic
about it/
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PHOEBE & AMILA CAME TO STAY IN
WINTER 2016. ON CHRISTMAS EVE:

We have o present we
wWonted you to open
before tomorrow-

3
O
Uy

\ N, = )
(A.lai‘t"'" TNO R (0]
BINDERS / Xé
0o ;o
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IN JANUARY, I WORE A BINDER
/0 WORK FOR THE FIRST TIME

But it also feels

213



AS SENIORS IN

HIGH SCHOOL,

I REMEMBER ALL OF MY CLASSMATES
PLANNING WHAT TATTO0S THEY
WANTED AS SOON AS THEY TURNED 18.

I want o
maoon on My

wrist /

Sy

I wanted it on )

—

I’'m sett:ns
my zodiac
Sign /

I

y

\

—~

(I, too, had a future
tattoo picked out:

a small

Tolkien dchLgmi\J
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MY PARENTS ARE GETTING A LITTLE BETTER
WITH MY PRONOUNS BUT THEY STILL SLIP UP

Think of it 6s an exercise
to Keep your brain ogile
and sharp—better than
Sudoku /

You doing
this to
us?

T Know she said that in
a moment of frustration.
She's actually 'trging
reo.lllj hard. But it
still hurt a Lttle.
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THE FIRST TIME
I SAW MYSELF REFERRED TO
AS ‘ETIN A WORK EMAIL

I experienced a starﬂfnj
wave of J.‘EY'

Hello, I'm
| Collins from
- )

| | Kaiser about
o popsmear
exom.




Look... I reall
don't want to
have another
pops exam.

Kaiser
recommends
that you have
one every three
years.

&

And accordins
to our records
Your last one
was over five
Years ago.

I am very

well aware.

Have you been
sexuolly active
since your last
appoin’tment ?

Can I Schedule
ou for an exam

on the 26 7 :

217

I guess SO .-

I'l email a
reminder.,




I DRESSED VERY CAREFULLY THE DAY OF
MY EXAM EVEN THOUGH I KNEW I WouLD

SHORTLY BE REMOVING ALL MY CLOTHES.

Tt con't be
as bad as last time.
Tt can't possibly be
as bad as last
time.

Pronoun pin

A flannel from
Goodwill over
a t-shirt ®
from the —,
internet %

Pants from
the men's
section over

bog‘s briefs

Converse
over favorite

SPOILER * IT
WAS WORSE.
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Please change into the robe, Your doc’cor will
be here in a few m:nute

‘,

Breathe, Breathe

_\




Lgl‘/lizllo, I'll be doin9 your exam today.
Hello

I have a few 'thinSS I
want to explain before

@—r/

I identify as gender
nonbir\crg ond I use
the Pronouns

I hove o lot of gender
dasPhorlo_ around my
genitals and I've been
actively avoidins

this exam
for years.

I'm really nervous.
|
Thank you

for tellins me.




I'm 9ofn3 to use the smallest size
speculum and go as qluicKlg as

I can, o(rfgh

i?/

The speculum entering my body felt
(ike o knife being shoved into my vagna.
I screamed and immediately started

Sobbins.The doctor oluicKly withdrew.

I think this would be
easier if You took a

pain medication and
moybe an anti-
anxiety pill first.
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I'm going to write you o prescription and
make You O new appointment, okay?

X O Snigp

N S, .
S ’h/?,
{
= P
I'llt leave so you can get I Caught Sight’ of
dressed but I'll see you the speculum as T
agom in two weeks. Shokuy 90t

T

dressed.

[t was 5/ooj

'////é /

NG
’ X 7

O
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AT THE PHARMACY I RECEIVED
5MG OF OXYCODONE AND IMG OF
LORAZEPAM.THEN I WENT HOME.

How did it goﬁ Can you drive me to

o new appointmen’c

&two weeks 7




TO0 COMPLETE THE
EXAM. MY MOM
DROVE ME

MY MEMORIES OF THE SECOND APPOINTMENT
ARE HAZY. I TOOK THE PILLS ABOUT AN HOUR
BEFORE WE LEFT THE HOUSE.

THE DOCTOR WAS ABLE

I THREW UP
IN THE
BATHROOM

THEN
CRAWLED

INTO BED AND
SLEPT FOR FIVE

OR SIX HOURS.

224



A FEW WEEKS LATER

I RECEIVED A VERY SHORT LETTER
FROM MY DOCTOR : THE RESULTS OF

My EXAMINATION WERE NORMAL.
NOTHING TO REPORT.




IN SPRING 2017 I ATTENDED A
MARCH FOR TRANS RIGHTS

IN MY MIDDLE-SIZED LIBERAL HOMETOWN.

There was a Chance of
rain So I carried a
raincoat.

be walking so I
dressed for comfort.




I feel like o total square right now.
Why didn't T wear something cool

I dont want to spend
this year looKinS strqight.

But how do I look more

queer, SPecifico.llg more

&

I love florals/ I love
colors / But all I own

are jeans and t-shirts
in boring solid colors.

O

How did 1 end up with
the wardrobe of a
bland teenage b05 P




I wont to define wWhat would I weor,
myself by whot I am if money were no
instead of what object ¢

Well, thats easy.

» g2 ALEXANDER




IN AN EFFORT TO ACHIEVE THE HIGH-
FANTASY-GAY-WIZARD-PRINCE LOOK
OF MY DREAMS, I BEGAN GIVING
MYSELF STRICT SHOPPING GUIDELINES .

No t-shirts, no
Solid colors. I am
only looking at
clothes thot Taako
would Consider.

oss DRESS For
A QUEST

Tzada.g I am lookinj
for things that
remind me of

J’ohnng

Would Harry
Stgles wear
this Shirt?
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T/rese days
every time [
wear a floral

out of the
house

i
feels like

a small but

meaningfu[

V(ctory.
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MY FAMILY RECENTLY WELCOMED THE
FIRST BABY IN OUR VEW GENERATION.

I can't get over how small he is/ )

My Cousin, Josh
< Wow/! ) His wife, Faith D

We were wonderinj I don't know Magbe b_t’ the
what he should a good gender- | | time he learns

call you once neutral term to talk we will
he grows up ¢ for “ount.” < have invented
his

\k‘—‘/ Some new words/
Con I be
Librarian ? Or

Cartoonist ?
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Thank You So
much for the
email about

Hour‘ pronoun S.

1 om
proud to be
part of your

-Fam:\g

And I'm

grateful
that he will
grow up

Knowmg
You/!

That means the world to me

Vil
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IN FALL 201# I STARTED TEACHING
SINGLE -DAY COMICS (WORKSHOPS
TO JUNIOR HIGH KIDS AT LOCAL LIBRARIES.

You Can use as manuy or
as few panels as you'd
like for the next
assignment but
remember ...

Ell'_'l

i COMICS WITH
pxﬁ%ﬂ}q KDSME

S

0
ElelEy

o
7L0

r -; >

p Ik ) N

"’)/v

W
LEGULAR SPEED

@ce AFFECTS TIME!

in comiCcs

%

M)

k!

\4%{:}‘ b

Sl | AT e L

I HAVE EACH GRouP FOR

JUusT > HOURS.

L PACK IN AS MUCH A5 T (AN



EVERY TIME I GET READY T0 MEET A
NEW GROUP OF STUDENTS, I WONDER:

Should I introduce I wish I didn't fear
myself to this batch that my identity is
using My 7| | too political for a
pronouns ? / classroom.
- 5

; ®
My time with
these students is
So Short. Is star-(:ing

with a potentially
confusing topic like
pronouns o good
use of that time ¢

So fa.r I've
always decided
It isn’t.
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DURING THE SNVACK BREAK OF A RECENT
CLASS A MOM CAME UP TO ME:

My daughter loves to
draw ! I'm so glad

she's getting to See o
female artist r;oly

E&"_’@

I WANTED TO SAY:

(I never Saw role mode_I;
(ike myself either! I
didn’t even meet another
out nonbr‘nar_y person

until _gr'od School .

wWhen I was a girl I
had no role models who
looked (ike me... There
wWere no women doctors,

no professors, no CEQ:...

But I feared that the
truth would rumn
her moment.

I KEPT QUIET.
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THE KIDS I TEACH ARE PRIMARILY AFAB,
AND THEY RANGE IN AGE FRoM 11 TO 14.

Th oSe were m
f/fst' b/'g Years
of gen der
Confusion,
but I doubt
anyone would
have jaessezl

Just éj
LOOKING

AT ME.
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LOOKING AROUND MY CLASS TOPAY :

I wonder if any of these
Kids are trans or nonbinary,
but Flon’t have words for

COC 0% g It Yet?
Cily & 7

How many of them have never seen
o nonbinary adult ?

Is my Silence
Oc{:ualhj a disservice
to all of them? h"
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Goodbye, take care !
Keep drawing comics .

_ -
'+ — 1 | — | B
== k==l
1t |t all RS r= AU e =] =

Having a nonbinary or Every time T
trans “teacher in junior Fail to nge my
high would pronouns I
have meant feel like a

the world
to me.

Coward .

But Coming out can
still be realhj
Sconb, even
ofter all

this time.

Could o parent
Complain, and get
me fired ?
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Their Kids only have wme
for one day— if the parents
hate me, they never have to
See me again. And
I think the
odministration

would
sUPport

me .

O

D RAWING comics

wiTH MAIA KOA

I think I'm
cqrrging...
more fear
than 1

Next time.Next time
T will come out.

0
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A note to my parents:
Though I have struggled with being your daughtec
I am so, so glad that I am your child.

MK




